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UNIVERSITY DEAL: 
Educational links are

engineered with UK 
SEE PAGE 5

PRIZE CONTEST: 
Win coffee and cake

at crust & crema 
SEE PAGE 19

EATING OUT:
Taste of Thailand all 
set to be dished up

SEE PAGE 7

GULF AIR BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX’S OFFICIAL WEEKLY

TASTE OF SUCCESS!
DELIGHTED 

organisers of this 
year’s grand prix 

jamboree are slipping 
into serious negotiation 
gear to ensure a bright 
and prosperous future for 
the annual event in the 
kingdom.

Exciting times lie ahead for 
motorsport fans as the circuit’s 
chief executive, Shaikh 
Salman bin Isa Al-Khalifa, 
confirmed that Bahrain is in 
Formula One for ‘the long 
term’.

A total of 33,000 spectators 
turned up on Sunday at 
Bahrain International Circuit 
(BIC), and 93,000 over the 
three-days, both records. 
Furthermore, the Paddock 
Club and corporate boxes were 
sold out for the first time ever 
giving plenty of reasons to 
light up the night sky with a 
fireworks display.

It’s set to get even better in 
the future, as talks are ongoing 
with Formula One’s new 
owners, Liberty Media, to 

extend the current multi-year 
deal, the finer details of which 
remain under wraps.

Race winner Sebastian 
Vettel will not be the only 
one opening a bottle of fizzy 
pomegranate rose water in 
celebration if a new long-term 
deal can be struck.

Shaikh Salman told 
GulfWeekly: “The BIC is in 
this sport for the long term, 
and we have many years to 
go with our contract with F1. 
Bahrain established itself as 
the home of motorsport in the 
region, and we will continue to 
act on that promise for as long 
as possible.

“This year has been the most 
exciting yet. We are extremely 
happy with the entertainment 
package, including the concerts 
and the other activities. I must 
congratulate the team as it has 
been fantastic and the best 
we’ve had.”

Turn to Page 2

F1 REPORT
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

SPLASHING OUT: Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel of Germany celebrates on the podium with 
sparkling pomegranate rose water after winning the 2017 Gulf Air Bahrain Formula One Grand 
Prix, right, the BIC’s CEO Shaikh Salman and the circuit’s chairman Arif Rahimi with The
Formula One Group’s chief executive and chairman Chase Carey on his first trip to Bahrain
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Step this way for F1 success
From Page 1

This sentiment was echoed 
by Arif Rahimi, chairman of 
the BIC, who held numerous 
meetings with Chase Carey, 
the CEO of the commercial 
rights holder, the Formula One 
Group, over the weekend.

Arif said: “We welcome 
Liberty and the new senior 
team at F1 to Bahrain, with 
whom we have already 
established a strong working 
relationship.

“Whilst it is clearly early 
stages, we have been 
encouraged by the fact 
that Liberty has already 
committed to an agenda which 
is focused on maximising 
the experience for fans. 
Liberty also recognises that 
in order to achieve the best 
fan experience, it involves 
building partnerships with 
everyone involved in the sport, 
creating an aligned vision.

“Whilst we are pleased that 
our race continues to grow 
every year, there are always 
improvements which can be 
made and we are particularly 
keen to work with the rights 
holder to grow our presence as 
a global sport.

“As a promoter with a 
long-term commitment to 
F1, without doubt there are 
major opportunities to work 
with Liberty to grown the 
sport in Bahrain and reach 
out to new audiences, both 
geographically but also in how 
we communicate with them.”

The attendance figures were 
a major fillip for the organising 
team, as this continued the 
streak of breaking the records 
every year since the popular 
decision was made to shift the 
grand prix to a night race.

Shaikh Salman added: “The 
crowds here have yet again 
been treated to an incredible 
weekend of motorsport. The 
spectacle of racing under lights 
in the desert has without doubt 
been made even better with the 
new faster cars, combined with 
a hugely competitive field. 

“Putting on a race weekend 
of this nature is a major 
undertaking and I thank all 
those involved for making it 
such as success.”

No one will be prouder 
of its continued success 
than His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad 

Al Khalifa, Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme 
Commander and First Deputy 
Prime Minister, who had the 
vision and determination to 
turn a dream into reality after 
what has been described as ‘a 
chance meeting’ in 1997 with 
retired British racing ace, Sir 

Jackie Stewart, as reported 
earlier in GulfWeekly.

The Crown Prince handed 
the prize Bahrain grand prix 
trophy to this year’s winner 
Vettel on the podium before he 
was soaked in celebrations.

The BIC came up with a 
specially-brewed fruit drink 

made from locally-produced 
pomegranate mixed with rose 
water and carbonated water 
to give it the necessary fizz 
to ensure the drivers could 
celebrate in cultural style.

The drink, called Al Waard, 
is mixed in Bahrain and sent 
to South Africa for bottling 

and has proved a winner 
with the fastest men on 
the planet ever since. Both 
Michael Schumacher, who 
won in Bahrain in 2004, and 
Fernando Alonso who won 
the following year, agreed 
after showering themselves 
with the delicacy that they 

“loved the smell” and 
couldn’t get enough of it.

According to former 
champions the drink’s sweet 
smell reminds them of the 
‘true essence’ of Bahrain and 
the desert.
l See pages 10, 11, 12, 

13, 14, 22, 23 & 24.

PODIUM PARTY: HRH The Crown Prince applauds race winner Sebastian Vettel as he steps up in style to receive his trophy, below, fireworks and the fans

HOTEL revenues reached 
BD3.7m during the Formula One 
weekend, with 12,000 hotel rooms 
booked during the event and total 
occupancy rate of five star hotels 
reaching up to 89 per cent, the 
Bahrain Tourism and Exhibitions 

Authority (BTEA) revealed. 
Tourism leaders hope the event’s 

success will further boost the 
economy and help attract more 
visitors to the kingdom as a result 
of the positive global coverage.

Shaikh Khaled bin Humood 

Al Khalifa, the BTEA’s CEO, 
pictured left, said: “We are 
pleased with the positive results 
achieved by the tourism sector. 
We hope that it brings further 
success, reflecting the kingdom’s 
positive image internationally and 

contributing to the development 
of the local economy. 

“Our strategy is focused on 
strengthening Bahrain’s position 
as a destination that is able 
to host leading international 
events.”

Motor sport fans flock to kingdom and boost hotel revenues by BD3.7m



TOURISTS on the 
F1 trek flocked to 
Manama Souq’s 

Bab Al Bahrain for a 
taste of the kingdom’s 
rich heritage and 
culture.

The second Hurafana 
Handicrafts Festival proved 
particularly popular with 
guests to the kingdom 
alongside locals and expat 
residents who recalled its 
success last year.

The week-long event, which 
concluded last night, featured 
18 stalls exhibiting an array 
of Bahrain’s traditional trades 
including pottery, basket and 
fabric weaving, ship building, 
Al Naqdah embroidery, 
enamel painting and gypsum 
engraving. 

Yousef Al Khan, the 
director of tourism marketing 
and promotions of Bahrain 
Tourism and Exhibitions 
Authority (BTEA), said: 
“We wanted to feature the 
festival during Formula 1 to 
give tourists and visitors from 
around the world a glimpse 
of Bahrain’s culture and 
handicrafts. 

“We want people to see what 
Bahrain’s heritage is all about 
and what our ancestors were 
working on and some still are 
today.”

There were 18 local 
craftsmen at the event showing 
the skills of their trades and 
explaining to visitors the 
process of their traditional arts.

The festivities were 
launched last Wednesday 
by the Minister of Industry, 
Commerce and Tourism 
Zayed bin Rashid Al Zayani 
and held in the presence of 
BTEA’s CEO Shaikh Khaled 
bin Humood Al Khalifa.

The original event received 
a major boost when celebrity 
Geri Halliwell visited the 
festival and posted a picture 
of her experience on social 
media. It attracted millions of 
onlookers and resulted in this 

year’s event receiving global 
attention. 

The festival lived up to its 
billing with visitors snapping 
up souvenirs and handmade 
goods while others posed 
for photographs with the 
craftsmen and women as 
well as friendly falcons as 
folk music performed by a 
Bahraini band played in the 
background.

Friends Maria Villanueva 
and Johanathan Sanjose were 
among the crowds mesmerised 
by the hand-weaved baskets, 
traditional musical instruments 
and wooden boxes, pottery, 
model ships and jewellery on 
show. Saleswoman Maria, 32, 
who lives in Manama, said: 
“The exhibition was great. I’ve 
visited it before and can’t get 
enough of it!”

Jonathan, 28, a waiter who 
lives in Saar, added: “It’s 
really a cool festival because 
it shows you what Bahrain has 
to offer. It’s great, especially 
for tourists, to find out about 
the country’s history and 
culture.”

Dhow maker Jamal Shaheen, 
55, carved giant blocks of 
teak wood to demonstrate 
his craftsmanship and family 
tradition with models of his 
boats on display for people to 
admire. He has been building 
replicas of traditional ships 
since the age of nine in his 
home in Muharraq, alongside 
his father Shaheen and 
grandfather Khalfan.

He said: “This is a great 
exhibition for craftsmen 
like myself and will raise 
awareness about the hard 

work we all put in, as well 
as the culture and history of 
Bahrain.” 

His boats range in size from 
hand-held to the largest being 
an impressive 30 feet long.  
Prices also vary from BD100 
to BD1,500. 

Many guests commented 
on the relaxed nature of the 
event thanks to an elevated 
majlis-style seating plan with 
giant pillows overlooking the 
exhibits and plenty of coffee 
shops nearby for people to rest 
their feet after roaming around 
the stands.
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By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

Designed by
Peg Altemueller

All proceeds go towards running the Shelter and funding
our free CNR scheme for cats and dogs

6 Busheiri Gardens in Budaiya
Tel: 1759 3479

May Designer Sale
at the Thrift Shop

Saturday 6th May - 1pm to 5pm

Designer Clothing
for all the Family

Handbags, Shoes,
Accessories, Jewellery

Books, Decor & Gift Items

... and much more
BARGAINS GALORE

A traditional triumph

CHIPPING AWAY: Jamal Shaheen at work with a chisel on a plank of wood and, below right, Yousef Al Khan



THE huge cost of cybercrime 
was once again graphically 
illustrated a few weeks ago 
by a story of a hacker who 
allegedly used phishing tech-
niques and fake websites to 
steal over $100m from two 
major US companies.

According to the Depart-
ment of Justice, the Lithu-
anian man allegedly set up a 
bogus company, which bore 
the same name as a legiti-
mate Asian-based computer 
hardware manufacturer, and 
used the front to syphon off 
money from the companies.

The attacker allegedly reg-
istered the bogus company 
in Latvia and opened various 
accounts in its name at sev-
eral banks around the world.

He then is reported to 
have sent fraudulent phish-
ing emails to employees 
and agents of the victim 
companies, which regularly 

conducted multi-million-dollar 
transactions with the cloned 
company, and got them to 
send money for ‘goods and 
services’.

If you wanted a graphic 
illustration of why there is 
such an active and motivated 
cybercrime underworld, it’s 
here - $100million worth of 
illustration!

Malicious actors have a 
range of motivations, includ-

ing geopolitical, ideaological 
and espionage purposes. 
However, it is the financially-
motivated cybercriminals we 
commonly see targeting the 
organisations we work with. 
These actors will go wher-
ever the money is. Pure and 
simple.

Companies need to be 
aware of the risks posed by 
malicious typo-squatting and 
impersonation in support 
of targeted attacks. This is 
where attackers use domain 
names that are like a legiti-
mate company to launch a 
wide variety of online fraud. 

I have worked with a 
global brand was targeted 
by another company with 50 
typo-squat domains, which 
went undiscovered for some 
time. In a second instance, 
we detected 30 active 
phishing sites targeting a 
client’s brand and detected 

customer and employees’ 
details being shared and 
sold. 

Early detection and effective 
intelligence is critical in to-
day’s digital world to mitigate 
the risks created by today’s 
connected world. This case 
yet again shows why this is 
so important.

Alastair Paterson, CEO 
and Co-Founder, pictured 

left, Digital Shadows.

ALMABARRAH AlKhalifia 
Foundation has announced 
that registration for its 
first forum held under the 
patronage of His Royal 
Highness Prince Khalifa 
bin Salman Al Khalifa, the 
Prime Minister, is now open. 

The forum, on Saturday 
(April 22) will discuss the 
impact of leadership, entre-
preneurship and volunteer-
ism in developing the next 
generation. 

Held at the Gulf Interna-
tional Convention Centre, 
the event will bring together 
various stakeholders from the 
government and the private 
sector, including non-govern-
ment organisations, all under 
one roof, with an aim of pro-
viding young people with an 
opportunity to be inspired and 
discuss the three main topics 
of leadership, entrepreneur-
ship and volunteering. 

The MKF Forum aims 
to build stronger bridges 
between the different stake-
holders and the participating 
students in order to develop 
the field of education and 
further develop the commu-
nity by creating a sense of 
responsibility.

Registration is open for 
those aged 16-35, free of 
charge.

www.MKFbh.org  

PROBABLY the most 
famous road crossing in 
the world, Abbey Road was 
brought to popular attention 
when it became the location 
for the shooting of the cover 
of The Beatles’ last album: 
Abbey Road. 

For many visitors to 
London, the location is a 
must-see and recreating 
the famous photograph of 
Paul, George, John and 
Ringo has been a popular 
exercise for decades.

A photographer 
conducting a shoot at 
the Sofitel Bahrain Zallaq 
Thalassa Sea & Spa 

thought it would work 
wonders with some 
promotional images of Red 
Bull drivers Daniel Ricciardo 
and Max Verstappen and 
their sister Toro Rosso pals 
Carlos Sainz and Daniil 
Kvyat and shouted across 
the suggestion as the 
foursome strode across a 
scenic bridge walkway.

Do the Beatles walk, he 
shouted, and “what’s that” 
replied teenager Max. Oh 
dear. The Editor of this 
newspaper, who observed 
the exchange, felt decidedly 
old when the photographer 
replied: “Ask your dad!”
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Call us!
3844 7588 Helpline

Visit us!
American Mission 

Hospital

Ladies, are being hurt? Or abused?

Help is available.
(domestic violence 
or sexual violence)

Open 24 hours. Free and confidential. All women welcome.

WCCI_4x2_GDN.pdf   1   6/28/16   12:10 PM

Follow Stan on Twitter @stanszecowka

You don’t know me; I know you, I know  
what’s being said about you. I’m the  
‘whisperer’. I am socially mobile: Arab, Brit,  
Indian, Pakistani, American and the rest, they all  
invite me and share their world with me. Not  
much gets past me but if you think it may have  
done, email me on . . .

...editor@gulfweekly.com

  Photo by Phil Weymouth. Camera Fuji X-Pro2.

FOR the last 10 days or so 
I’ve found myself waking up 
around 6am, courtesy of the 
maintenance works being 
carried out in our compound. 

At least once a year, a 
group of labourers toil away 
for a fortnight, repainting, 
refurbishing and remodeling 
the numerous houses within 
Saar compounds and villas. 

And, just like we do every 
year, my mother makes sure 
to offer the workers a platter 
of snacks and refreshments 
each day they work on our 
house. 

It seemed like such a 
small gesture that we gave 
no special consideration 
towards it. After all, doing so 
seemed like a form of pure 
courtesy. 

Just yesterday, however, 
one of the labourers 
approached my mother, and 
after sincerely thanking her, 
said ‘you’re the first person 
to do something like this for 
us.’ 

That statement alone 

shocked me … but worse 
was yet to come. 

The man went on to 
describe how just the other 
day, while working at a rich 
family’s house, they were 
denied water. 

It had been a very hot day 
and the poor men had been 
out all day, working to make 
this family’s house more 
comfortable. 

When they politely asked 
for some water they were 
rudely rebuked, with a 
woman asking why they 
hadn’t ‘bothered to bring 
their own water’.  

Despite the family’s 
evident wealth, they were 
unwilling to provide a simple 
glass of water for 12 men. 

What scared me the 
most was the harsh reality 
that this man’s testimony 
is reflective of thousands 
of migrant workers in this 
country. 

There is no denying the 

truth: labour exploitation is 
a massive problem in what 
is otherwise an amazing 
country. 

It chills me to the core to 
see young children blatantly 
disrespect and ridicule the 
Asian migrant workers, 
whether they are maids, 
drivers or shopkeepers. 

This sense of inferiority 
has sadly been ingrained 
in the mindsets of many, to 
the point that some view it 
as acceptable to deny these 
workers of basic human 
rights. So, please, do not 
forget that this country would 
not be functioning without 
the sacrifices and efforts 
made by the labourers. 

We wouldn’t have proper 
roads or infrastructure, there 
would be no one to mow 
gardens or wash dishes and 
no one to drive you from 
mall to mall. 

It’s not enough to refrain 
from abusing them. 

Give them the respect they 
need and deserve. Please. 

YouthTalk
By RUSHIL PURI

editor@gulfweekly.com

TEMPERATURES are rising 
as steeply as the rate of an 
expat’s electricity and water 
charges! 

Along with the hot weather 
has come an increase in bad 
driving, possibly coinciding 
with the announcement by 
parliament to suspend traffic 
fines until the end of the 
year for offences caught on 
camera, although jumping a 
red light will still be a fineable 
offence. 

Practically overnight, I 
noticed the change as a 
crazy speedster flashed 
his lights incessantly at me 
whilst tailgating, how I was 
tempted to slam on my 
brakes – but I quite like my 
car and my life! 

This madman obviously 
didn’t realise that the final 
decision on the freeze is in 
the hands of the government 
– shame!

Whilst I’m in rant 

mode, when, oh when, 
will someone put up 
a pedestrian crossing 
somewhere on Saar 
Avenue?

I will actually jump into my 
car rather than attempt to 
cross Saar Avenue on foot! 
The speed and the volume 
of traffic along with the 
dangerous driving, of course, 
make it almost impossible to 
cross from one side to the 
other.

What makes it even more 
infuriating is the fact that 
there are actually pretty 
decent pavements and paths 

but you need to stick to one 
side if you value your life.

Also, I am perplexed as 
to why I will receive at least 
one blast of the horn along 
with some remarks shouted 
at myself from an open 
car window filled with local 
youths or quite often from 
a white truck. Come on, 
I’m a middle-aged woman 
walking my dog, messy hair, 
make-up free and wearing 
old dog walking clothes and 
trainers!

I just can’t be bothered with 
it any longer – must be the 
heat getting to me. 

Morag from 
Manama
An expat wife 
settling down 
in Bahrain

Breakfast at a local cafe, Bahrain Central Market, Manama.
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THE INNOVATION & COMMERCIALIZATION ZONE (ICZ) IS A UNIQUE PLATFORM DEVOTED 
TO THE DEMONSTRATION OF CUTTING EDGE INVENTIONS IN PROCESS ENGINEERING

WHY BE AT MEPEC?
• Showcase your invention, new product, process, or services to a wide audience of Engineering 
 Professionals and investors.

• Demonstrate your Product in front of a massive targeted audience.

• Network and make powerful connections with manufacturers, commercial agents, promoters, financiers 
 and entrepreneurs from all GCC nations and across the world.

• Benefit directly from substantial conference publicity at no cost to your company.

• Meet and connect with expert entrepreneurs and mentors.

If you are a startup, new venture or scale-up, this is a perfect opportunity to demonstrate your creative solution,working prototype or Minimal Viable Product (MVP) 
at the Middle East’s largest audience of Process Engineers.

The ICZ is the place for interactive, hands-on, live demonstrations of your invention! It’s the place where your potential customer sees your solution in action.

For questions, please contact Craig Smith, at Craig.Smith@dtvc.com.sa or Hannah Capstick at speaker@mee-events.com.

Craig Smith
CEO, Dhahran Valley Technology 
Development Company

Chairman Submit your application now

09 - 11 October 2017  |  Kingdom of Bahrain

Engineering a future ahead
ONE of Bahrain’s 

leading 
universities has 

celebrated a ground-
breaking partnership 
with a British institute, in 
a move that is a boon for 
the kingdom’s booming 
education sector. 

The Applied Science 
University (ASU) held a 
lunch reception, under the 
patronage of the British 
ambassador to Bahrain Simon 
Martin, to commemorate 
the opening of its College of 
Engineering, in partnership 
with London South Bank 
University (LSBU).

This is the first time a 
private university in the 
kingdom has hosted an 
international award across 
the engineering field. 
Professor Ghassan Aouad, 
president of the ASU, told 
GulfWeekly: “It’s such a 
great achievement to see a 
new college and graduate 
programme attached to the 
university. 

“The fact that we’re 
offering an engineering 

degree, in line with the 
Higher Education Council’s 
strategy of promoting STEM 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) 
subjects, means we get a lot 
of government support and 
encouragement.

“This is only the start 
of our partnership with 
LSBU, we are pursuing 
avenues in other subjects 
as internationalisation is 
the direction we want to go 
in. It will help our students 
immensely to earn British 
degrees as it will improve 
their skills, make them more 
employable and allow them 
to travel and enjoy new 
experiences.”

As revealed recently in 
GulfWeekly, ASU is also 
partnering with Cardiff 
Metropolitan University 
to share a school of 
management, business, 
and accounting and finance 
partnership.

There are two British 

degrees on offer through 
the programme - B.Eng. 
(Hons) in Architectural 
Design Engineering and a 
B.Eng. (Hons) in Civil and 
Construction Engineering. 
Upon successfully 
completing the programme, 

students will be awarded a 
degree from LSBU.

ASU was established 
11 years ago and has a 
cosmopolitan demographic, 
with staff comprising of 22 
nationalities and a student body 
consisting of 3,000; 85 per cent 

of which are Bahraini students 
and 15 per cent expats from 
around the world.

LSBU was established as 
the Borough Polytechnic 
Institute in 1892 and has 
since developed into a centre 
focusing on vocational 

education and professional 
opportunity.

For more details on the 
individual courses for each 
programme, visit www.asu.
edu.bh/engineering

l Education Weekly: 
Page 15

EDUCATION
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

JOINT INITIATIVE: Professor 
Ghassan Aouad with British 

ambassador Simon Martin and 
other dignitaries at the launch
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 dealsZahra’s

Putting Bahrain’s supermarkets under the spotlight and searching for the best deals

April 19 - 25, 2017

Al Jazira Zinj Jawad Supermarket

Alosra Supermarket

Geant Sanabis

MegaMart Manama
Rainbow Milk 11+1x170g – 
BD2.350
Zesto Juice Drink 10x200ml – 
BD0.995
Olite Sunflower Oil 3x1.5ltr – 
BD3.300
Maza macaroni Large 6x400g 
– BD1.575
Lipton Yellow Label Tea Bags 
248Bags +48Bags free – 
BD3.075
Libbys Baked Beans 6x220g – 
BD1.075

Americana Chicken Franks 

Regular (4x340gm) – BD0.795

Marquise French Fries 2.5kg – 

BD0.890

Garlic Bag – BD0.950

Fresh Pizza (Ready to Cook) 

2pcs – BD1

Farm Fresh Chicken (1.100kg) – 

BD1.150

New Zealand Beef Topside 
Roast kg 12% off – BD3.400
New Zealand Minced Beef kg 
15% off – BD2.750
Almarai Portion Cheese Squre 
108gm 3+1free – BD1.050
Americana Chicken Fries Hot 
and Spicy 2x400g – BD2.775
Almarai Natural Butter 
Unsalted 100g 3+1free – 
BD1.350
Heartlight Canola Oil 2x946ml 
– BD2.850

LuLu Sanabis
Sunny Cooking Oil 1.8ltr 2pcs – 
BD2
LuLu Mortadella Assorted/kg – 
BD2
Tang Instant Drink (Mango/
Orange) 2.5kg Assorted/pc – 
BD3
Tanmiah Fresh Chicken 700g x 
2pcs – BD2
Puck Cream Cheese Spread 
240g x 3pcs – BD2
Pommes French Fries 2.5kg – 
BD1

Soso Premium Spicy Sea Salt 

100gm – BD2.800

Soso Premium Sea Salt Mamma 

Spices 100g – BD2.800

Soso Premium Pink Sea Salt 

100g – BD2.800

Soso Premium Sea Salt & Herbs 

100g – BD2.800

Soso Premium Sea Salt Red 

Fruits 100gm – BD4.400

Grapes White per kg – BD1.625

Grapes Red Seedless per kg – 

BD0.995

Apples Queen per kg – BD0.940

Avocado (60) per kg – BD1.440

Eggless Brownie with Walnut – 

BD0.390

Wholemeal French Roll – BD0.120

Arabic Labneh Bread – BD0.290

Racing ahead with fun at the mall 
CITY Centre Bahrain is 
continuing in its bid to 
create great moments to 
mark the Formula One 
celebrations with a host 
of F1-themed activities, 
entertainment and exciting 
daily prizes until this 
coming Tuesday.

The popular mall is 
inviting customers onto 
the ‘hot seat’ with its main 
attraction, a C-shaped 
racing car, to compete in 
a Virtual Reality (VR) 
racing game, complete with built-in helmet and VR googles, for what is 
promise to be the ‘ultimate F1 experience’. 

Customers spending BD30 or more at any retail outlet in the mall, and 
redeeming receipts at the customer service desk, will receive a ticket to 
compete at racing game. City Centre Bahrain will be awarding prizes to 
participants recording the top five lap times achieved daily. 

Prizes include, BD50 in mall gift cards, LEGO sets from the mall store and 
vouchers from various mall retailers. Top scores will be displayed daily on the 
VR racing screen. 

Also check out the LEGO car station building corner. Children can build 
their own racing cars and compete on a specially-built ramp located at the 
Central Galleria. Visitors can also take home a racing themed image from the 
digital photo booth.

LOVERS of the art 
of photography 
have two days left 

to capture the joy of 
award-winning images 
and workshops at a 
festival which is set to 
become an annual part 
on the kingdom’s cultural 
calendar.

The Bahrain Photographic 
Festival has attracted hundreds 
of visitors of all ages to the 
second floor of Bahrain 
Financial Harbour’s Atrium 
Harbour Gate and has proved 
particularly popular with 
children who have signed up to 
attend a series of lectures and 
handy tips from professionals.

A spokesman for the 
organisers, said: “The festival 
has been extremely fruitful with 
school children enjoying all the 
workshops, the images and the 
antique camera stand. We have 
received nothing but positive 
reviews and we look forward 
to building on the success for 
next year.”

The tutorials were conducted 
by members of the Bahrain 
Photoclub as well as 
professionals from The Nikon 
School, sponsored by Ashrafs.

Amal Yousif Almoayyed, 
Ashrafs’ executive director, 
said: “This is such a great 

festival to be a part of. There 
are so many talented people, 
especially in the photography 
sector, and I would like to 
keep this trend going. We 
already have extremely talented 
photographers in Bahrain 
and if we can help motivate 
newcomers to pick up a 
camera, then why not?”

The organisers and 
participants also thanked 
Shaikha Mai bint Mohammed 
Al Khalifa, the president of the 
Bahrain Authority for Culture 
& Antiquities and chairman of 

the board of the Arab Regional 
Centre of World Heritage, for 
launching the festival.

Children weren’t the only 
keen photographers wanting to 
focus on the subject as many 
adults, including Gagan Suri, 
CEO of Bahrain Bay, were 
delighted too. He said: “I’m a 
keen photographer so it was a 
real treat. Some of the images 
on display were absolutely 
gorgeous taking into account 
the colours, the compositions 
and the different countries they 
represented. 

“This festival was well 
organised and it was a pleasure 
to see it being staged in 
Bahrain.” 

He particularly enjoyed the 
display of 70 antique cameras, 
some dating back more than 
100 years.

During the event, visitors 
met with Bahrain Photoclub 
members and admired their 
landscape and portraiture 
images taken at home and 
away on their travels. 

Photographer Mohammed 
Bu Hassan’s prize picture 

which won the International 
Federation of Photographic 
Arts (FIAP) 32nd Biennale 
Competition in Turkey was 
showcased alongside the club’s 
Top 10 images which received 
high praise in 2016 in Korea’s 
Biennale show.

These images, as well as 
others in the exhibition, will 
be auctioned off to the public 
to raise funds for the Bahrain 
Society for Parents & Friends 
of The Disabled during the 
closing ceremony starting 
tomorrow evening at 7pm. 

An auctioneer has been 
brought in for the occasion 
and the bidding will be open to 
members of the public. Also, 
winning children and young 
adults who participated in a 
mobile phone competition will 
be presented with City Centre 
Bahrain gift vouchers for the 
best pictures judged along 
the lines of ‘Architecture at 
the Harbour, My Friends and 
Creative Selfies’. 

The festival is open from 
11am to 8pm. For more details, 
visit bfharbour.com/bpf2017

Picture perfect at festival 

IN THE FRAME: Shailka Mai with Shaikha Hanan bint 
Hassan Al Khalifa, the president of Bahrain Photoclub, 
left, at the launch, above, collection of vintage cameras 
and, right, an impressed Mr Suri

HOT SEAT: Enjoying the vitual motor sport game
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YOU can’t help but 
love Thailand. 
Since moving to 

Bahrain and enjoying 
a couple of divine 
holidays in this tourism 
hotspot, situated 
just a four-and-a-
half-hour flight away, 
the Szecowka family 
members are busy 
saving our fils for a 
return trip.

Maybe this summer, maybe 
next … but, in the meantime, 
we can get a taste of the 
joys of the country’s cuisine 
at what has been judged 
at the recent 2017 Food & 
Travel Bahrain Awards as 
the ‘best’ Thai restaurant in 
the kingdom, one of many 
awards it has on display.

The Gulf Hotel Bahrain has 
recently been celebrating the 
flying visit of the chef who 
helped launch its Fusions 
restaurant, as featured on this 
page, and, coincidently, the 
Royal Thai has its opening 
executive chef back at the 
helm.

And Chef Tawatchai Chuto 
has returned full-time to the 
fray and has been busy in 
recent months conjuring up 
some classic dishes alongside 
some modern Thai food 
triumphs.

The Royal Thai never fails 
to impress. It’s situated in a 
grand pagoda in the grounds 
of the hotel’s tropical 
gardens and provides scenic 
views overlooking the 
outdoor swimming pool.

The authenticity of this 
exotic setting is further 
enhanced inside the 
restaurant as guests are 
greeted with enchanting 

Asian décor and service to 
match the cuisine.

Now, regular readers 
may recall, I once wrote a 
whole review outlining the 
outstanding service received 
at one dining destination from 
a young stand-in ‘captain’ of 
the waiting crew and I was 
very temped to do the same 
having met a marvellous 
Bahraini recruit learning about 
the hospitality sector from the 
sharp end.

Rayyan Ahmadi was a 

charming, conscientious and 
knowledgeable young man, 
fresh from a Swiss college, 
and at 23 is carving himself 
a great career and I would 
return to this restaurant simply 
as a result of the outstanding 
service he provided.

It makes a difference, it 
really does. And, of course, so 
does the food. The restaurant 
has recently introduced its 
Thai Friday Nights, a special 
promotion with live cooking 
counters serving satays, 
carvings and a selection of 
main courses with an all-
you-can-eat menu.

The starters are sensational 
with a refreshing shredded 
green papaya salad to get 
diners in the mood, neat 
rice-paper rolls with prawn 
and vegetables, seafood 
salad with spices and herbs 
alongside a tantalising Thai 
chicken salad.

You can’t fully enjoy a 
Thai culinary tour though 
without a steaming bowl 
of Tom Yum Talay, a soup 
guaranteed to clear the head 
and stuffy sinuses! It was 
simply superb.

To ensure authenticity, 
many of the ingredients are 

flown in weekly, including 
the traditional fruits such as 
rose apple and dragon. 

Main dishes with a 
delightful zing included 
chicken green curry, stir-
fried beef with chili and 
onions, and a perfect Pad 
Thai Noodles with chicken 
and prawn.

The restaurant is renowned 
for its spectacular seafood 
menu which regularly offers 
visitors a huge choice of 
temptation with lobster, 
crab and snow fish, for 
example, that can be fried, 
steamed, curried and spiced 

to perfection by the culinary 
team.

Friday night was no 
different with the fresh 
fish counter featuring local 
favourites safi and chan’ad 
which I chose alongside the 
number one hammour and 
slices of chicken and beef for 
Chef Tawatchai to perform 
his culinary magic in the 
kitchen. 

The 58-year kitchen king 
helped launch the Royal 
Thai in 2003 and his cooking 
and restaurant opening 
adventures have taken him 
from Phuket to Myanmar 
and, fortunately for us, back 
to Manama in August of last 
year.

For dessert, as well as 
the exotic fruits, the sticky 
rice was terrific and the 
Foi thong, made from egg 
yolks boiled in syrup, is as 
delicious as it is beautiful, 
with the appearance of fine 
golden threads.

The Thai Friday Nights 
special mix of traditional 
and modern cuisine costs 
BD15 net, inclusive of 
two selected beverages. 
For more details call 
17746421/2.
l See Chef Tawatchai’s 

interview with Stan by 
scanning the QR code or by 
visiting www.gulfweekly.
com or our Facebook page.

Those tantalising Thai treats

GOURME T REPORT

By STAN SZECOWKA
editor@gulfweekly.com

SERVICE WITH A SMILE: Chef Tawatchai Chuto and college graduate Rayyan in action at the restaurant



www.gulfweekly.com8

Today (April 19)

Gulf Hotel Bahrain 
Convention & Spa’ s Royal 
Thai, which was voted Best 
Thai Restaurant by the recent 
Food and Travel Awards, 
is launching a Thai Festival 
tonight with entertainment. 
The festival ends on April 28.
l Check out Eating Out on 
Page 7

An interactive exhibition is 
being held at the Bahrain 
National Museum highlighting 
Bahraini-British relations. The 
exhibition runs until end of 
August.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain is 
staging a steak night every 
Wednesday from 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant. 
For more details call 
17531122.

Thursday (April 20)

Al Areen Palace and Spa’s 
Khaleeji restaurant, Saffron, 
is hosting a Turkish Food 
Festival from today until 
Sunday, offering a variety of 
hot and cold mezze, as well 
as vegetarian fare and juicy 
meat dishes, courtesy of 
guest chef Turgut Ay coming 
from Turkey. 
There will be a showcase of 
different Turkish brands, live 
entertainment by a Turkish 
music group and activities for 
children. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
is offering customers a 
chance to celebrate special 
days at Cantina Kahlo with 
a complementary drink, 
chocolate cake and dedicated 
birthday song from its 
Mexican trio. A valid ID with 
date-of-birth is required.
For further details call 
17586499.

Le Meridien Bahrain City 
Centre will be hosting a 
seafood buffet from 6.30pm-
11pm. The price is BD20 net, 
inclusive of soft drinks, and 
BD34 net, inclusive of a free 
flow of select beverages. 

Al Areen Palace & Spa has 
unveiled a new menu at 
its Saffron restaurant for 
lunch from 12pm-3pm on 

Thursdays and Fridays and 
dinner from 7pm-11pm, daily 
except for Tuesdays. 
For more details call 
17845000.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain is 
hosting a seafood night every 
Thursday from 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant. 
For more details call 
17531122.

.Friday (April 21)
The Bahrain’s Bay Kitchen 
at the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is hosting a 
Friday Brunch from 12.30pm 
to 3.30pm with five food 
stations serving Arabic, 
Western, Indian, Japanese 
and Chinese delicacies. 
Priced BD37++ with selected 
beverages and BD27++ with 
soft drinks and juices.
CUT by Wolfgang will also be 
offering its CUT Brunch every 
Friday from 12.30pm-3.30pm. 
The price is BD29++ inclusive 
of soft drinks, BD39++ 
inclusive of select beverages 
and BD49++ inclusive of 
sparkling drinks. 
For reservations call 
17115044.

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
is hosting a Friday Brunch 
from 12.30pm-4pm at La 
Med restaurant. The price is 
BD35++ per person inclusive 
of soft drinks and BD45++ 
per person inclusive of select 
beverages.

Le Meridien Bahrain City 
Centre will be hosting its 
‘Sweetest Brunch’ from 
12.30pm-4pm. The price 
is BD18++ inclusive of soft 
drinks or BD30++ inclusive 
of a free flow of select 
beverages. Book for 10+ 
people and receive a 20 per 
cent discount. 

Crowne Plaza, Bahrain 
is hosting an Absolutely 
Fabulous Friday Brunch from 
12.30pm at BD35 net per 
adult and BD12.750 net for 
children aged from seven to 
12. 
A ‘Brunch After-Party’ starts 
from 4pm at The Patio and 
entrance is free. 
For more information call 
17531122.

Every Friday from 12 pm until 

4 pm there is a brunch at 
Downtown Rotana’s Flavours 
on 2. There are live cooking 
stations and beverages as 
well as a saxophonist. The 
brunch is BD26++ including 
selected beverages and 
BD21++ including soft drinks 
and juices. Three will also be 
all-day free pool access and 
free valet parking.
There is a children’s room 
filled with toys and games for 
all ages. Tickets for children 
aged between six and 12 are 
half price and those under six 
eat for free.
For details, call 13119999 or 
email flavours2.downtown@
rotana.com

Royal Golf Club’s Jazzy 
Brunch takes place at Links 
restaurant every Friday from 
12pm-4pm. The price is BD30 
net per person inclusive of 
unlimited selected beverages 
and features a musical 
performance from Ahmed Al 
Qasim’s Jazz Experience.
It is also serving ‘Traditional 
Roasts with Trimmings’ every 
Friday and Saturday. The 
price is BD10 net per person. 
There is also a three-hour 
unlimited beverage package 
priced at BD15. 

Saturday (April 22)
The Anghamm Brunch is 
available every Saturday 
at the Tapas and La Mer 
restaurant at Sofitel Bahrain 
Zallaq Thalassa Sea & Spa. 
It costs BD25 net inclusive of 
soft drinks and BD29 net with 
selected beverages. 
To reserve a table call 
17636363.

The Bahrain’s Bay Kitchen 
at the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is staging 
a Saturday Brunch from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm offering 
a wide selection of Arabic 
favourites such as Lamb 
Ouzi and cold mezzes, 
costing BD18++ excluding 
beverages.  

Sunday (April 23)
The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
is staging a Thali Business 
Lunch every Sunday to 
Thursday from 12pm-3pm at 
Nirvana. The price is BD9++ 
per person.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain 

is staging an FBI night 
every Sunday Night at The 
Harvesters & Terrace and 
Tracks Sports Bar from 9pm-
1am. Drinks are 50 per cent 
off for employees of the food 
and beverage industry. 
For more details call 
17531122.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain is 
hosting a set menu Business 
Lunch at Waves Seafood 
Restaurant every Sunday 
to Thursday from 12pm-
3pm. The price is BD8 net 
per person for two courses 
and BD10 NET for three 
courses. 
For more details call 
17531122. 

Monday (April 24)
Crowne Plaza Bahrain stages 
a French Night every Monday 
at La Mosaique restaurant 
from 7pm. The price is 
BD14.441, not inclusive of 
drinks.
For more information call 
17531122. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
is staging ‘Social Media 
Mondays’ at the Kahlo Club 
from 7pm-9.30pm. There 
is an a la carte menu and 
customers are eligible for 
one complimentary drink 
if they use the hashtag 
#catinakahlobh 

ART Rotana is holding a 
Desi Dish Night at Choices 
restaurant, featuring a variety 
of aromatic curries. It takes 
place every Monday with 
buffet packages starting at 
BD15 net per person from 
7pm-10.30pm. 
For more information contact 
fb.art@rotana.com or call 
1600011.

Tuesday (April 25)
The Gulf Hotel’s popular 
poolside event, The Gulf 
Night Out, is back. 
Taking place every Tuesday, 
it features cuisines from 

the hotel’s various outlets 
and live cooking stations. 
It will also feature live 
performances from the 
Lebanese restaurant Zahle’s 
entertainers.
The price is BD19++, and 
the buffet starts from 8pm.
For more details and 
reservations, call 17713000.

Teatro Downtown at 
Downtown Rotana is staging 
a Sushi and Sax Night every 
Tuesday from 6 pm until 10 
pm. Enjoy a free flow of Sushi 
& Maki while a saxophonist 
plays on for BD15++.
For details, call 13119999 or 
email fb.downtown@rotana.
com

April 19 - 25, 2017

Listings, lifestyle, travel, entertainment and motoring by Kristian Harrison

Leisure        Guide

DATES FOR THE DIARY

AMERICAN jazz and soul singer Karen 
Edward will perform at the La Fontaine 
Art Centre on April 29 as part of Gulf Jazz 
Festival. Doors open at 6.30pm and entry 
is BD20.

For more information visit http://www.
lafontaineartcentre.net/events/upcoming.
html or call 17230123.

RENOWNED chef-restaurateur Vineet 
Bhatia, three times awarded a Michelin 
star, is back in Bahrain at the Gulf Hotel 
from May 2-6 and will also be hosting a 
cooking class on the last day.

For further information, menu details and 
prices, call 17713000.

A DESIGNER sale is being staged at 
the Bahrain Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals’ (BSPCA) thrift shop. 
‘Pre-loved’ and new designer items such 
as handbags, shoes, accessories and 
jewellery, books and many other luxury 
goods will be on offer at discounted 
prices. 

All proceeds will go towards running 
the charity’s Animal Welfare Centre. The 
one-day-only sale will take place on May 
6 from 1pm-5pm, at 6 Busheiri Gardens 
in Budaiya. 

For more information, call 17593479 or 
visit www.bspca.org.

THE Indian Club May Queen Ball 
will take place at the club’s premises 
in Gudaibiya on May 18. Models of 
different nationalities will compete for 
the title of ‘The Indian Club May Queen 
2017’.

Further details can be obtained from 
the club or by calling 17253157. 

THE Summer Biathlon swim and run, 
organised by Adnan Sport Events 
Management, will be held at the ART 
Rotana Hotel & Resort Amwaj Islands 
on May 19 at 4pm.

The event aims to raise funds for 
Bahrain Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Patients 
Society.

For details, contact Adnan Aljaber 
on 39132101 or email adnan@
adnanevents.org and adnan.alqassab@
gmail.com

‘TRANSCEND’, an evening 
of unique art experience by 
international artist Taline 
Temizian, will take place 
on May 2 from 6-9pm at La 
Fontaine Bahrain.
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Film: Manchester By The Sea
Director: Kenneth Lonergan           
Duration: 2 hrs 17 mins
Cast: Casey Affleck, Kyle Chandler, Lucas 
Hedges, Ben O’Brien, Michelle Williams and 
Gretchen Mol. 
Plot: After the death of his older brother 
Joe, Lee Chandler is shocked that he has 
been made sole guardian of his teenage 
nephew, Patrick. Taking leave of his job as 
a janitor in Boston, Lee reluctantly returns to 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, the fishing village 
where his working-class family has lived for 
generations. 

There, he is forced to deal with a past that 
separated him from his wife, Randi, and the 
community where he was born and raised. 

For details, call Huda Tabbara on 
39682323.

BAHRAIN CINEMA CLUB – Wednesday, 7pm, Juffair 

RAMADAN NIGHTS
DURING the Holy Month, the Crowne 
Plaza Bahrain will host its Ghabga event 
in its Conference Centre, complete with a 
traditional Bahrain village ambience with 
specialised menus. Corporate events can 
also be staged for guests ranging from 30 
up to 1,000 with private accommodation 
available.

There will also be a lavish Iftar buffet 
with a selection of traditional Arabic 
specialties served daily at La Mosaique 
restaurant. The hotel will donate 500fils to 
good causes for every diner booked.

For bookings and more information, call 
17531122.

ART Rotana Hotel & Resort Amwaj 
Islands is staging a souq-style Ramadan 
Iftar at its all-day-dining restaurant and 
terrace called Choices offering traditional 
Arabic drinks and dishes from the Middle 
Eastern region. There will be cooking 
stations as well.

For the Ghabga, there will be a musical 
performance. Iftar starts from sunset until 
8.30pm at BD19++ and the Ghabga is from 
9.15pm to midnight priced at BD21++

For details, email fb.art@rotana.com or 
call 16000111.

DOWNTOWN Rotana is hosting an Iftar 
and Ghabga buffet at Al Maha Tent for 
BD13++ including Ramadan drinks and 
desserts while listening to music from 
an oud player. Then during Eid Al Fitr, 
there will be another buffet for BD13++ 
including juices and soft drinks. Children 
aged six to 12, pay half price and those 
under six eat for free. 

For details, call 13119999 or email 
fb.downtown@rotana.com

DANCE the night away 
at Sofitel Bahrain Zallaq 
Thalassa Sea & Spa’s Fly 
Me to … St Tropez Beach 
Party on May 4 from 6pm 
until after midnight. 

The event is headlined by 
UK DJ Natalie Brogan and 
celebrity DJ David Guetta 
and will be the first in a 
series of themed beach 
parties to hit the shores of 
the resort. 

Ticket price is BD38 net 
inclusive of five selected 
beverages and beach 
bites.

For details, visit www.
sofitel.com

THE Bahrain National Finals 
of the Microsoft’s Imagine 
Cup competition will be held 
today at ART Rotana Amwaj 
Islands Bahrain in strategic 
partnership with Tamkeen, 
and supported by partners 
including Start-up Bahrain, 
Ministry of Youth and Sports, 
United Nations Development 
Program Bahrain (UNDP) 
and Corporate Hub 9 (CH9).

The competition will 
provide a platform for 
young developers of 
Bahrain to showcase 
innovative, world-changing 
solutions before industry 
experts. Roadshows for 
Imagine Cup Bahrain 
were conducted across 
various universities and 
teams Influx, Anon Coders, 
O’LINA, Feminspire, 
Team1 and ARH from the 
University of Bahrain were 

selected to represent the 
Kingdom in the competition. 

The winning team gets 
BD2,500 followed by 
second and third runners 
up to receive BD1,500 and 
BD1,000 respectively. 

One out of these six 
teams will also be selected 

for the ‘Incubation Award’, 
a three-month technical 
and business consultation 
opportunity, and represent 
Bahrain in the regional round 
in a bid to make it into the 
Worldwide Finals in Seattle, 
US, boasting a $100,000 
prize.

Dance on 
the beach 
with hot 
sounds

Just imagine making it through

The ART Rotana Hotel & Resort in Amwaj 
Islands is hosting a Café Del Mar World Tour 
Beach Party on April 28 from 2pm to midnight. 

It will feature famous DJs and live 
performers straight from the iconic Ibiza 

location, including Deep Josh, Felix Da 
Funk, Luis Garcia and Franco Botto. 
Entrance is BD20 per person.

For ticket sales and more information, email 
fb.art@rotana.com or call 16000111.

THE next edition of Trib 
Fest is taking place at the 
Bahrain Rugby Football Club 
in Janabiya on April 28.

The event will run from 
10am-10pm and tickets, 
priced BD16 for adults and 
BD8 for children aged 12 

and under, are available 
from http://www.tribfestbh.
com/ or from the club’s 
reception. 

How would you like 
your GulfWeekly 
delivered to your 
doorstep every week 
of the year for  
NO extra charge?

Well, now it’s easy for you to enjoy that 
pleasure!
You can even suspend delivery when you 
go on leave, so there are no copies wasted.  
An equivalent number of copies will be 
added at the end of the year, giving you full 
52 issues for your money!
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FASHION followers 
were out in full 
force at the Bahrain 

International Circuit, 
turning heads in their 
racy frocks and stylish 
shorts while roaming the 
paddock and Formula 
One Village.

While drivers were 
captivating motorsport fanatics 
on the track, ladies from across 
the globe were heating up the 
circuit over the weekend with 
their off-the-shoulder outfits, 
flouncy maxi dresses and 
brightly-hued clothing.

True F1 fans sported their 
favourite team race-gear and 
colours from head-to-toe in 
smart polos, fitted tees and hats 
while others stuck to the latest 
trends and runway pieces. As 
predicted, winners Ferrari was 
the go-to choice with many 
women decked out in full-red.

It was wonderful to see 
that some women took 
GulfWeekly’s fashion tips 
to heart such as Disney TV 
producer Brigitte Ponissi, 
pictured left, who looked 
cool and comfortable in her 
airy white-sleeved top and 
olive green slacks paired with 
Birkenstock sandals.

The 33-year-old from the UK 
had joined her Italian husband 
Will, who works in the media 
and public relations department 
for Sahara Force India, at the 
paddock. This was her second 
F1 carnival, having attended 
last year’s British Grand Prix 

at Silverstone. Although it was 
her first grand prix fashion 
walk in Bahrain she definitely 
made the cut. 

Brigitte said: “I wanted to 
dress modestly to be respectful 
of the culture but also with 
light clothing since it was so 
warm on Friday. In the UK, or 
Norway where I am from, it 
never gets that warm. I bought 
my top from Mango at City 
Centre Bahrain.

“Also, it’s important to 
hit the sweet spot between 
dressing nicely and dressing 
comfortably! There was a lot 
of walking involved going 
back and forth from the 
paddock to the track. I spoke 
to some girls who said they 
wanted to chop off their feet 
since they were wearing four-
inch heels!”

Ladies … I told you so. 
Some women rocked 

colourfully detailed bohemian-
style gladiator sandals and 

others like Shereen Saber, top 
right, wore trainers for the long 
trek. 

Shereen also made her black 
ensemble pop with a vibrant, 
long-strapped bag with sassy 
cat-eye sunglasses. One TV 
presenter even paired a strappy 
tangerine summer dress with 
white sneakers. 

Although I felt sorry for 
the girls in heels, I couldn’t 
help but admire their V-neck 
patterned dresses, sleek 
cigarette trousers and fitted 
skirts. They looked cute as well 
as chic.

However, the fashionsta 
that truly stood out in the 
crowd was one of the females, 
pictured right, on the Williams 
Martini Racing pit crew. Now 
how come her shorts were 
shorter than those donned by 
the men? She may be wearing 
a similar kit but it definitely 
looked better on her than the 
fellas in the team. Go girl!

On track for a sense of style

NATIONAL
     NEW YEAR
          FESTIVAL
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and cultural music will be highlights of the event.
An array of traditional food, games for the families 
and cultural music will be highlights of the event.

1st of April 2017 from 7:30am at Busaiteen Sports Club Ground

An array of traditional food, games for the families 
and cultural music will be highlights of the event.
An array of traditional food, games for the families An array of traditional food, games for the familiesAn array of traditional food, games for the families
and cultural music will be highlights of the event.and cultural music will be highlights of the event.and cultural music will be highlights of the event.

This fun-filled all-day event will be graced by popular
and veteran film actor and director Jackson Anthony.
This fun-filled all-day event will be graced by popular
and veteran film actor and director Jackson Anthony.

The event will also include traditional performances
of cultural rites and rituals by the Sinhala Class pupils
The event will also include traditional performances
of cultural rites and rituals by the Sinhala Class pupils
Public is welcome – entry free.Public is welcome – entry free.

GULFWEEKLY’S Mai Al 
Khatib-Camille has an eye 
for trends and we’ve let her 
loose around the towns 
and villages of Bahrain, the 
malls, the tiny independent 
outlets and the race track, 
looking to inspire our family 
of readers. 
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REVIEW: Enrique Iglesias – Bahrain International Circuit

REVIEW: Steve Aoki – Bahrain International Circuit

IF THERE was one thing 
louder than the roaring engines 
of racing cars last weekend, it 
was the high-pitched shrieking 
of teenage girls (and probably 
a fair few middle-aged mums 
too) as Enrique Iglesias 
delivered a lively and energetic 
performance during the 
Formula One weekend.

The Latin sensation played 
a slightly shortened set, but 
managed to encompass all 
of his greatest hits and a 
few other surprises over 70 
minutes on Friday evening. 

Fuelled by a tight and 
cohesive band of musicians 
and back-up singers, Iglesias 
had the crowd on their feet 
throughout, swaying and 
waving to the beats.

Sporting his trademark khaki 
baseball cap and wearing a 
huge smile that barely faded 
when he put his mouth to the 
microphone, he launched 
headlong into I’m A Freak, a 
dance-pop classic mixed with 
pulsing, electro-house beats, 
from his 2014 bestselling 
album.

However, the first crowning 
moment of the night came 
when Iglesias dived into 
Bailamos, his 1999 debut 
single in the English charts 
that sold five million copies. 
Almost everyone knew the 
words, and the poppy refrains 
were launched back at him 
with vigour from the rapturous 
crowd.

The King of Latin Pop stayed 
in command as he asked the 
audience if they were having 

fun. Of course they were, 
just look at the line of young 
females with tears of joy 
streaming down their faces on 
the barrier!

The only pause for breath 
came when Enrique and the 
entire band disappeared off 
stage. A few disappointed 
souls began to leave, sadness 
etched on their faces as they 
hadn’t heard their favourite 
songs. 

If there’s one rule of concerts, 
it’s don’t leave before the lights 
come on!

Enrique returned for his 
encore, hidden under a 
hooded top as he emerged 
on a small sound stage in 
the middle of the crowd to 
sing his most famous song, 
Hero. This had the thousands 
surrounding him in raptures, 
with almost all reaching for 
their smartphones to record 
the moment in between 
belting out the chorus until 
their lungs gave out.

After returning to the main 
stage, he declared the end of 
the slow songs and ‘no more 
ballads!’ He stayed true to 
his words, ending with 2014 
smash hit Bailando and the 
classic I Like It, both of which 
had the crowd grooving along 
and throwing shapes.

This was easily the best F1 
concert in my opinion since 
Scorpions three years ago, 
as evidenced by the sheer 
number of fans packing 
the vending area and the 
atmosphere throughout.

- Kristian Harrison

ELECTRONIC dance 
music star DJ Steve Aoki 
thrilled crowds long into 
the night with his unique 
brand of energetic techno 
and house music.

Fans barely had time 
to pick themselves up off 
the floor after Enrique 
departed, but they 
mustered the energy to 
jump up and down and go 
crazy as relentless beats 
powered through the air.

Playing a mixture of his 
own songs and re-mixes 
of popular tunes from 
atop his on-stage podium, 
Aoki worked the crowd 
and even asked them to 
take part in a chant which 
was filmed for use in the 
video recording for his 
next single.

When he finally took his 
bow late into the night, 
barely anyone had left 
and the audience greeted 
him with a huge round 
of applause as confetti 
rained down from on-
stage cannons.

Bang on!
- Kristian Harrison
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FERRARI driver 
Sebastian Vettel held 
off a tremendous 

late charge from Mercedes 
rival Lewis Hamilton to 
win the Bahrain Grand 
Prix on Sunday and take 
the overall lead in the 
Formula One title race.

Hamilton was catching the 
German on every lap but 
ultimately ran out of time and 
finished almost seven seconds 
behind.

“The car was really amazing 
to drive,” Vettel said. “Lewis 
was a threat towards the end 
and with the traffic you never 
know.”

Vettel and Hamilton were 
level with a win each, but 
Vettel’s second victory of the 
season and 44th of his career 
puts him in command heading 
into the Russian GP in Sochi in 
two weeks’ time.

“We just have to make sure 
we keep it going. But for now 
the team has done a really, 
really great job,” Vettel said. 
“I had a good feeling and after 
a couple of laps I thought 
everything was making sense.”

Mercedes driver Valtteri 
Bottas finished third after 
starting from pole position for 
the first time. It was his 11th 
podium.

“I didn’t have enough pace 
today and we have to find the 
reasons why,” the Finnish 
driver said. “It was a really 
tricky race today. I was 
oversteering all through the 
race.”

Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen 
was fourth.

Bottas made a clean start but 
Hamilton was beaten for pace 
by Vettel, who overtook him 
heading into the first corner. 
“Sebastian was in my blind spot 
so I didn’t know where he was,” 
Hamilton said.

Hamilton’s hopes were also 
hit when the British driver 
was given a five-second time 
penalty early into the race for 
driving too slowly in the pit 
lane and holding up Red Bull’s 
Daniel Ricciardo, who was 
fifth.

“The pit lane was really my 
fault so apologies to my team 
for losing time there,” Hamilton 
said. “I tried my hardest to 
catch up. We will push hard 
together, keep fighting. Losing 
points for the team is definitely 
painful.”

There is strong mutual 
respect between three-time F1 
champion Hamilton and four-
time champion Vettel, and the 
British driver gave him a warm 
handshake after the race.

Vettel completed the 57 laps 
of the 5.4-km track in 1 hour, 33 
minutes, 53 seconds, for his third 
win in Bahrain after success 
with Red Bull in 2012 and 2013. 

It was 24 degrees Celsius with a 
refreshing breeze when the race 
started at 6pm local time and 
finished under floodlights.

Bottas got away cleanly but 
crucially Hamilton was beaten 
for pace by Vettel, while Max 
Verstappen went from sixth to 
fourth after passing Raikkonen 
and Ricciardo.

With Bottas losing power in 

his rear tires, Vettel sensed it 
was the right time to pit for new 
tires on lap 11.

Verstappen asked his team to 
match that strategy and he came 
in on the next lap. But moments 
later, the Dutchman’s brakes 
failed and he drifted across 
the track and into the wall, his 
race over. The 19-year-old 
Verstappen, who had driven so 

Vettel steers ahead with victory in Bahrain

1. Sebastian Vettel (Germany)  Ferrari, 57 laps, 1:33.53.374, 122.39 mph.
2. Lewis Hamilton (Britain)   Mercedes, 57, 1:34:00.034.
3. Valtteri Bottas (Finland)  Mercedes, 57, 1:34:13.771.
4. Kimi Raikkonen (Finland)  Ferrari, 57, 1:34:15.849.
5. Daniel Ricciardo (Australia)  Red Bull Racing Tag Heuer, 57, 1:34:32.720.
6. Felipe Massa, (Brazil)  Williams Mercedes, 57, 1:34:47.700.
7. Sergio Perez, (Mexico)  Force India Mercedes, 57, 1:34.55.980.
8. Romain Grosjean (France)  Haas Ferrari, 57, 1:35:08.239.
9. Nico Hulkenberg (Germany) Renault, 57, 1:35:13.562.
10. Esteban Ocon (France)  Force India Mercedes, 57, 1:35:29.085.
11. Pascal Wehrlein (Germany) Sauber Ferrari, 56, 1:34:04.802.
12. Daniil Kvyat (Russia)  Toro Rosso, 56, 1:34;05.383.
13. Jolyon Palmer (Britain)  Renault, 56, 1:34:12.636.
Did Not Finish
Fernando Alonso (Spain) McLaren Honda, 54, engine.
Marcus Ericsson (Sweden) Sauber Ferrari, 50, gearbox.
Carlos Sainz Jr. (Spain) Toro Rosso, 12, collsion.
Lance Stroll, (Canada) Williams Mercedes, 12, collision.
Max Verstappen (Netherlands) Red Bull Racing Tag Heuer, 11, brakes.
Kevin Magnussen (Denmark) Haas Ferrari, 8, retirement.
Did Not Start
Stoffel Vandoorne (Belgium) McLaren Honda.

RESULT FROM THE GULF AIR FORMULA 1 BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX 

Drivers Standings (After 3 of 20 races)
1. Sebastian Vettel, Germany, Ferrari, 68.
2. Lewis Hamilton, Britain, Mercedes, 61.
3. Valtteri Bottas, Finland, Mercedes, 38.
4. Kimi Raikkonen, Finland, Ferrari, 34.
5. Max Verstappen, Netherlands, Red Bull, 25.
6. Daniel Ricciardo, Australia, Red Bull, 22.
7. Felipe Massa, Brazil, Williams, 16.
8. Sergio Perez, Mexico, Force India, 14.
9. Carlos Sainz Jr., Spain, Toro Rosso, 10.
10. Romain Grosjean, France, Haas, 4.
11. Kevin Magnussen, Denmark, Haas, 4.

12. Esteban Ocon, France, Force India, 3.
13. Nico Hülkenberg, Germany, Renault, 2.
14. Daniil Kwjat, Russia, Toro Rosso, 2.
Constructors Standings
1. Ferrari, 102.
2. Mercedes, 99.
3. Red Bull, 47.
4. Force India, 17.
5. Williams, 16.
6. Toro Rosso, 12.
7. Haas, 8.
8. Renault, 2.

STANDINGS
CHEQUERED FLAG: Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel crosses the finish line to win the 2017 Gulf Air Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix

From Back Page
Neil Oatley, McLaren 

Racing’s design and 
development director, 
said: “We are consistently 
modifying and improving 
our Formula 1 car designs, so 
the ability to test new designs 
quickly is critical to making 
the car lighter and more 
importantly increasing the 
number of tangible iterations 
in improved car performance.

“If we can bring new 
developments to the car one 
race earlier - going from new 
idea to new part in only a 
few days – this will be a key 
factor in making the McLaren 
MCL32 more competitive.”

The team, partly-owned by 
Bahrain’s sovereign wealth 
fund, Mumtalakat, will be 
hoping that the results start to 
show rapidly, as they continue 
to fall behind the rest of the 
field and encounter increasing 
difficulty with their engine 
partnership with Honda.

After retiring from the race 
with engine failure, two-
time F1 champion Fernando 
Alonso was sarcastic about his 
team’s glaring shortcomings 
and lack of speed after he 
returned to the garages, an 
event even more humiliating 
considering his team had 
actually installed a new power 
unit the day before.

“The deficit in power and 
performance we had on the 
straights today was amazing. 
Sometimes I looked in the 
mirrors at the beginning of 
the straights and saw the other 
cars 300, 400 metres behind, 
so I forgot completely about 
that car and started changing 
settings on the steering wheel 
and doing my own things. 
Then, the next thing I see is 
that car alongside me.”

His frustration was further 
evident in his prickly radio 
messages. In one of them he 
said ‘I have never raced with 
less power in my life’ and in 

another he replied ‘Do what 
you want, man’ when an 
engineer suggested a back-up 
plan.

But at least he got on the 
track, which is more than his 
teammate Stoffel Vandoorne 
did. Vandoorne, who made his 
debut in the kingdom last year 
when Alonso was injured, 
was meant to start from 17th 
on the grid, two places behind 
Alonso, but never made it out 
of the pits.

Understandably, McLaren’s 
racing director Eric Boullier 
left Bahrain in a downbeat 
mood. He explained: “Well, 
what can I say? Fernando 
failed to finish and Stoffel 
failed even to start. It was 
a bad day, there’s no point 
pretending otherwise.”

However, he’ll be hoping 
that something as simple as 
a printer will be able to make 
the world of difference come 
the Russian Grand Prix and 
beyond.

Bad day at the office for team 

PIT STOP: The 
McLaren crew hard 

at work at the BIC
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well from 16th place on the 
grid to finish third in China 
last weekend, climbed out 
and kicked the barriers in 
frustration. The incidents were 
coming fast, with 18-year-old 
Lance Stroll hit from the side 
on lap 13 by Carlos Sainz Jr 
and this forced the safety car 
to come out.

Both Mercedes drivers used 

the safety car incident to pit 
for new tyres, but Hamilton 
made the mistake of holding 
up Ricciardo. “It made it 
twice as hard as it was going 
to be,” Hamilton said.

When the race began in 
earnest again on lap 17, 
Hamilton burst straight past 
Ricciardo into third while 
Vettel brilliantly defended 

the corner twice to fend off 
Bottas. By the halfway point, 
Vettel’s lead was six seconds 
over Hamilton, who had just 
passed Bottas.

With Hamilton gaining 
fast, Vettel came in for his 
second tyre change on lap 34 
and came out fourth behind 
Raikkonen. Hamilton was 
the new race leader, but with 
more than 20 laps to go, a 
time penalty still to take, and 
with Vettel on new tyres, it 
was a precarious lead.

Hamilton came in with 15 
laps left and took his time 
penalty. This put Bottas 
in second place, but he 
then backed off pm team 
instructions to let the quicker 
Hamilton through to chase 
Vettel down.

“Thanks to Valtteri for being 
a gentleman,” said Hamilton, 
who endured a much more 
difficult relationship with 
Nico Rosberg, his former 
Mercedes teammate.

Meanwhile, the action 
continued in Bahrain with 
two days of in-season testing 
which concludes today and 
may offer vital data.

l See Pages 14, 22, 23 
& 24

Vettel steers ahead with victory in Bahrain

SEBASTIAN Vettel is back on top 
of the Formula One standings and his 
Ferrari team is bursting with ambition 
again.

A couple of hours after Vettel had held 
off his Mercedes rival Lewis Hamilton 
to win an exciting Bahrain Grand 
Prix on Sunday - the German driver’s 
second victory in three races - Ferrari’s 
chairman spoke with new-found 
confidence.

“It is, of course, hugely satisfying to 
be back on the top step of the podium,” 
Sergio Marchionne said. “More 
importantly, however, we are now 
completely confident that our victory in 
Melbourne wasn’t just a one-off and that 
we will be at the forefront of this world 
championship until the last (race).”

Fighting talk from Ferrari, at long last.
Vettel is chasing his fifth world title 

and is seven points ahead of three-time 

champion Hamilton in the drivers’ 
standings, while Ferrari is three points 
in front of Mercedes in the constructors’ 
race.

The renewed optimism is in contrast 
to last year, when Ferrari did not even 
win a race and where Vettel drew more 
attention for his frustrated outbursts 
during actual races rather than his 
driving.

Ferrari won the last of its 15 drivers’ 
titles through Kimi Raikkonen in 2007, 
and the last of its 16 constructors’ titles 
a year later. A demoralising drought for 
such a fiercely proud team, certainly, but 
this year promises to be different.

“We finally have a competitive 
car to count on and it is important 
to recognise the speed with which 
we implemented the developments,” 
Marchionne said. “My compliments 
not just to Seb for his achievements in 

Bahrain, but also to the whole team.”
Vettel’s 44th career win puts him in 

command, heading into the Russian GP 
in Sochi in two weeks’ time. “We just 
have to make sure we keep it going,” he 
said. “But for now the team has done a 
really, really great job.”

As Sunday’s race was drawing to a 
close under floodlights, Hamilton was 
catching fast but ran out of time and 
finished almost seven seconds behind. 
Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas finished 
third after 

Hamilton’s hopes were also hit when 
the British driver was given a five-
second time penalty early into the race 
for driving too slowly in the pit lane and 
holding up Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo, 
who finished fifth. “The pit lane was 
really my fault so apologies to my team,” 
Hamilton said. “Losing points for the 
team is definitely painful.”

Ferrari showing new-found confidence

CHEQUERED FLAG: Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel crosses the finish line to win the 2017 Gulf Air Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix

FORMULA CHEERS: Vettel waves at team colleagues as he crosses the line and gets hugged as he reaches the podium entrance
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AWAY from the 
thrilling action 
happening on-

track last weekend, 
the events off the 
tarmac were as 
equally spectacular 
as a plethora of acts 
and displays thrilled 
spectators in the 
vending area.

I’ve attended eight of the 13 
Bahrain Grand Prix events, 
and I can easily attest that the 
entertainment package this 
year was, in my opinion, the 
best by far. 

Although I spent most of 
my weekend in the paddock 
attempting to get up close 
and personal with the drivers, 
legends and celebrities, I 
invested time exploring other 
parts of the BIC too.

My favourite attraction 
was the dinosaur and ice 
age tent. This was utterly 
fantastic, from the moment 
you stepped in you walked 
along a bridge as a revolving 
display warped you back 
through time.

When you emerged at the 
other end, you were greeted 
by a ferocious Tyrannosaurus 
Rex animatronic, which 
almost made me do an about 
turn as it was so realistic!

All that was missing was 
the theme tune of Jurassic 
Park blaring out through the 
speakers. I spent a good half-
an-hour or more admiring 
the Diplodocus, Triceratops, 
Woolly Mammoths and 
Sabre-Toothed Tigers, 
and reading the interesting 
information boards supplied.

Bypassing the hefty 
queue for the photo booth 
experience, it was with a 

heavy heart that I exited back 
into the modern day and left 
prehistoric times behind.

Another brilliant exhibit 
was the haunted house. 
Judging by the terrified faces 
that emerged from the exit, 
I had an idea what I was 
letting myself in for … and 
I knew even more so when 
a figure clad in a bloodied 

bridal gown sprung up in 
surprise in the line to get in.

Sadly, in my eagerness 
to sprint away from this 
petrifying proposal, the only 
direction I ran in was towards 
the entrance! 

The house was horrifying, 
but fantastic at the same 
time. Every corner had some 
skeleton or ghostly figure 
jumping out, or a wooden 
window that slammed shut. 
By far the absolute worst 

room was one filled with 
hanging bodies wrapped in 
plastic sheeting that you had 
to push through to get by … I 
think I closed my eyes at one 
point and hoped for the best!

When I eventually emerged 
back into the light, I saw 
GulfWeekly photographer 
Honey Sharma and his 
friends giggling away, 
waiting their turn to step 
inside. The smile was wiped 
off of their faces afterwards, 

I can assure you!
For the younger children, 

the roaming street acts were 
in fine form as usual. These 
included the stilt walkers 
dressed in clown costumes, 
the circus train that snaked 
around the vending area 
featuring clowns, and the 
giant inflatable … yes, you 
guessed it, starring more 
clowns.

I feel sorry for any 
coulrophobes that attended 

and couldn’t enjoy their food 
and beverages in peace, but 
the Triumpho Company, 
in particular, deserve huge 
props for constantly wearing 
a smile and troupe-ing 
through the blistering hot 
weather.

Before I headed back to 
the paddock to fist-bump 
Hammy, I made my annual 
stop at the Gamezone (which 
was sadly much diminished 
this year for reasons 
unknown and needed visitors 
to spend BD15 in the retail 
section to get an entrance 
ticket) where I took part in 
a race on the F1 video game 
simulators. I did actually win 
my race although, whisper it 
quietly, I’d wager my oldest 
competitor was 10 years old 
…

My favourite performing 
act of the weekend was 
the Dancing Grannies and 
Editor Stan liked the athletic 
skipping rope dancers and the 
high divers. Fair play to these 
old ladies who were dressed 
in full costume and pranced 
around to popular hits like 
they were 50 years younger. 
They drew a really decent 
crowd near the stage too, and 
the ovation afterwards lasted 
for nearly as long as their 
routine. Well done, ladies!

Overall, this was a fantastic 
F1 year and it keeps going 
from strength-to-strength. 
There certainly seemed to 
be many more people in 
attendance from the naked 
eye, and everyone appeared 
to be having a great time.

It’ll be hard to top this 
overall package next year, 
but I have faith that the BIC 
can deliver once again.

Now that’s entertainment! 

ENTERTAINMENT

By KRISTIAN HARRISON
kristian@gulfweekly.com

PLENTY OF BITE: One of the prehistoric creatures on display in the Ice Age exhibition at the BIC



THE American 
Women’s  Asso-
ciation recently 
held its annual 
general meeting  
at the Moven-
pick Hotel Bah-
rain and elected 
its new board for 
2017 -2018.

The new 
elected mem-
bers are Evelyn Honea - president, Jean Lopez Wilson - vice presi-
dent, Karen Label – treasurer, Tania Farah Blackall - corresponding 
secretary, Lubna Al-Alami – parliamentarian, Laila Hussain - com-
munity service, Sherry Reese - recording secretary and Janice Pe-
ters - membership secretary. 

THE Gulf Petrochemical Indus-
tries Company (GPIC) launched 
the 2016 edition of its ‘GPIC in 
the Local Press’ book, which 
documents the company’s news 
published in local newspapers, 
during a ceremony at Trader Vic’s 
Bahrain.

Editors of local newspapers and 
publications, including GulfWeek-
ly’s Stan Szecowka, journalists and members of the executive 
management were present along with the deputy chairman of 
the Labour Union.

Company president Dr Abdulrahman Jawahery spoke about 
the journalists’ integrity and honesty and believes that the 
coverage reflects well not only on the company but also on its 
employees. 

PUPILS Ruby Kennelly, Zaina Fayyaz, Jude Eissa, Hiba Baig, 
Shazeena Saban, Ria Vatwani, Areej Roomi, Noora Al Zayani and 
Fatima Alsadeq held a bake sale and raised BD200 to be shared 
by the Dreams Society and Tony the Dogfather. 

The class 6E students presented a cheque to the Dream Soci-
ety at a special assembly and a donated and card made by the 
girls was later handed to the Dogfather.
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Social Scene

Cuttings collection New board Bake sale
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Education       Matters
Head teacher Chris Fenton offers classroom tips for teachers, students and parents

THERE are 62 private 
schools in Bahrain, 
all happily taking 

in children at this time 
of year to be certain that 
they can stay afloat as 
a business and whilst 
the panic of finding a 
school place is well and 
truly underway, parents 
need to consider a 
few important factors 
before they assign their 
offspring to the first 
school that offers them a 
place.
l Affordability – Be certain 
that you can afford the fees of 
your chosen school before you 
sign up. Many parents know 
the pain of finding school fees 
every term and secretly dread 
the invoice coming home with 
their child from school. An 
important factor to remember 
here is that paying for private 
education is a continuous drain 
on the pocket for example, 
uniforms, books and trips do 
not come cheap so be certain 
that your budget can match 
your choice.
l Value for Money – So, 
once you’ve worked out that 
you can afford the school of 
your choice, do you actually 
know what you get for your 
money?  There are many 
ways of measuring how your 
child is progressing year on 

year, but these aren’t always 
down to just academics, how 
your child develops socially 
and personally is equally as 
important too so parents need 
to be asking how forthright 
schools are in promoting these. 
For example, does the school 
give opportunities for students 
to demonstrate other skills 
such as PE, drama, public 
speaking or music?  
l Academics – We’ve 
already mentioned the 
importance of academics 
to measure progress of 
children, but don’t be 
fooled by the results that 
schools pertain to reach, 
particularly if there is no 
way of actually comparing 
one school’s exam results 
with another. In many 
schools out here the same 
teacher sets and then marks 
the same exams for their 
class and no one questions 
it when the students score 
incredibly high grades. The 
parents won’t question it 
because their little darlings 
look geniuses and the school 
won’t question the practice 
because they appear to be 
offering incredible value to 
parents.
l Values – It is really easy 
to write a mission statement 
about a school that states how 
caring and positive they are in 

their quest to shape the minds 
of the next generation, but an 
experienced Head Teacher 
will tell you that these types 
of statements aren’t worth 
the paper they are written 
on if their meaning does not 
ooze out of every classroom, 
textbook, assembly and school 
report. So as prospective 
parents consider this, if the 

school says it provides a 
caring environment, have 
a quick look around when 
you visit, if there are no fire 
extinguishers or the building 
needs some tender loving 
care, you can be pretty certain 
that the management of the 
school are more caring about 
themselves than they are about 
your children.

So, a lot of things to think 
about, and once you have done 
your homework, there is often 
an entrance exam to contend 
with as well, but more about 
that next week. Choosing a 
school for your children can 
be difficult, but often the 
best people to ask when it 
comes to choosing a school 
are the parents who send their 

children there already and the 
children who attend. They will 
give you a truer picture than 
any school brochure will.

See how the Ministry for 
Education and the Education 
and Training Quality 
Authority view individual 
schools by visiting http://
www.bqa.gov.bh/en/reports/
schoolsreports

THE kingdom’s ministries are 
rallying together to launch a 
campaign to encourage children on 
the island to stash away their video 
games and pick up a book for a 
change.

The week-long initiative called 
READ is being spearheaded by 
the Ministry of Education in 
collaboration with Isa Cultural 
Centre and the Ministry of Youth 
and Sports.

The campaign coincides with 

World Book Day, a yearly event 
held on April 23 and organised by 
the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) to promote reading, 
publishing and copyright. This 
year it marks the event’s 20th 
anniversary. 

Hala Al Khalifa, project manager 
of the campaign said: “Reading lays 
the foundation for future learning. 
Reading inspires us and triggers our 
imagination. For this campaign we 

are focusing on early readers and 
children under 12. 

There will be several activities 
and events including an outdoor 
book related movie at Marassi 
Beach, a workshop for parents on 
the art of storytelling at Words 
Book Cafe and so much more!”

Aside from workshops, the book 
crusade which runs until April 
27 will include visits to both 
public and private schools across 
Bahrain in a portable library bus 

where authors and social media 
influencers are invited to read to the 
students as reading ambassadors. 
There will be story readings at the 

Bahrain National Museum, at Play 
Bahrain and other venues as well.

For more details check out @
readbahrain.

Campaign launched to encourage young readers

PROJECT PLAN: Organisers of the READ initiative meet the media

THE Bahrain English Language 
Teaching (ELT) Professionals Network 
is organising its sixth annual conference 
on Saturday, April 29, at Bahrain 
Polytechnic. 

The conference which attracts over 
300 teaching professionals in Bahrain 
will be held under the theme ELT: 
Teachers as Learners. This event 
provides a platform that brings together 
English teachers and educators to share 
experiences and enhance their teaching 
skills. 

Keynote speakers for the conference 
are Adrian Tennant, a freelance teacher 
trainer, writer and consultant from the 
UK, and Nicky Hockly, director of 
pedagogy of The Consultants-E, ELT 
consultant and trainer and author from 
Spain. Additionally, the conference will 
have 15 speakers in total.

Participants will also have access 
to the latest ELT publications at the 
exhibition from international publishers 
such as Express Publishing, Macmillan, 
and National Geographic Learning.  

The conference is sponsored by 

the British Council, the American 
Embassy, Dar Al Ma’rifa English 
Language Centre, CrediMax, and Ahlia 
University as well as Tamkeen; this 
year’s conference strategic partner. 

The Bahrain ELT Professionals 
Network aims to help educators in 

the field of English language teaching 
to share information, to find working 
partners and to collaborate on events 
and projects. 

For registration information, visit the 
British Council during office hours, or 
call 17266166.

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITY: Sharing experiences and enhancing skills

Conference call for English teachers



EIGHT films into the Fast 
and the Furious series, 
it’s amazing to think it’s 

still going. What started out as 
an illegal street racing movie 
has long since jumped the shark 
… and a few skyscrapers and 
submarines to boot.

No eighth movie in any franchise 
has any right to be as fun or effective 
as Fate manages to be, but it largely 
succeeds because the film knows 
it’s ridiculous. It’s as outlandishly 
entertaining as you might expect, 
providing you remember to disengage 
your brain and grab a barrel of popcorn 
before entering the cinema.

Many thought that the previous 
instalment would be the last after the 
tragic death of series stalwart Paul 
Walker, but it is credit to the writers 
that a story with a catchy hook came to 
fruition this far down the line.

Essentially, Dominic Toretto (Diesel) 
betrays his team for mysterious reasons, 
joining hacker queen Cipher (Charlize 
Theron) to help fulfil her nefarious 
agenda. 

With Dom now an agent of Cipher’s, 
the team, or rather, ‘family’ as we are 
constantly reminded, Letty (Rodriguez), 
Roman (Tyrese Gibson), Tej (Ludacris), 
Ramsey (Nathalie Emmanuel) and 
Luke Hobbs (Johnson) are recruited 
by a mysterious figure to pursue Dom 
and Cipher and clear themselves in the 
process. They also gain a surprise ally 
in Jason Statham’s Deckard Shaw, the 
villain of Furious 7. 

It looks like they quickly forgot about 
his murder of Han in the last film, then, 
but when you can get Statham back on 

the bill and breaking bones, who cares?
The hunt for Dom takes them to New 

York City and Russia. The Manhattan 
sequence is the movie’s most insane and 
effective action set-piece as Cipher’s 
hackers commandeer waves of cars 
with auto-drive chips to become her 
unwitting drone army. 

The final act is essentially one 
prolonged chase across the ice in 
Russia. If you ever wanted to see The 
Rock surf a torpedo or cars take on a 
nuclear sub then Fate of the Furious is 
the movie for you and you don’t need 
me to sell it. 

However, this whole sequence goes 
on for way too long (always a problem 
with the endings of these films … 
does anybody remember the world’s 
longest runway from the sixth film?), 
culminating in some truly logic-defying 
antics even by this series’ admittedly 
low standards.

The hand-to-hand combat here is 
likewise over-the-top, especially 
Dwayne Johnson’s bone-crunching 
brawling. Jason Statham also gets 
several cool action moments, but it’s 
these two rivals’ verbal sparring that 
proves even more ridiculously macho as 
their insults grow increasingly crude yet 

funny as the film proceeds.
But the real standout among the cast 

is the series’ new adversary. Theron 
brings the proper degree of icy cruelty 
to Cipher, who is essentially a Bond 
villain. She operates out of a jet, has a 
seemingly endless supply of henchmen, 
and harbours plans for global 
domination. In fact, the only letdown 
is that we never get to see Theron, who 
previously burned rubber in The Italian 
Job and Mad Max: Fury Road, behind 
the wheel.

Iconic actress Helen Mirren also has a 
scene-stealing cameo, although her role 
in the plot is best left as a surprise.

The Fate and the Furious is still 
incredibly-watchable, adrenaline-
fuelled fare. Essentially, it’s a superhero 
franchise now, and while the lack 
of street racing is still somewhat 
disappointing, you have to admire how 
the series constantly tries to out-do itself 
and not take itself seriously.

Honestly, if Dom joined a super-
soldier programme in the next 
instalment, or they drove the first cars in 
space and crashed through the windows 
of the International Space Station, I 
wouldn’t bat an eye. 

Overall, it provides plenty of the 
high-octane escapism and ridiculously 
elaborate vehicular mayhem fans of 
the series expect, while also laying the 
groundwork for a new phase in the 
franchise.
l Showing in: Cineco, Seef I & 

II, Wadi Al Sail, Saar, Al Jazeera, 
Dana, Novo, Mukta A2
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Movie-loving Kristian Harrison checks out the big screen releases on show in a cinema near you

High-octane blast Bite-sized trailers
Eloise 

DIRECTOR: Robert Legato

CAST: Chace Crawford, Eliza 
Dushku, Brandon T. Jackson     

PLOT: Set in a defunct insane 
asylum known as ‘Eloise,’ four 
friends break into the abandoned 
institution in hopes of finding a 
death certificate, which will grant 
one of them the rights to a sizable 
inheritance. While inside the asylum, the group not only 
finds that Eloise houses a horrifying history but also the 
truth about their own tragic pasts.

SHOWING IN: Seef II, Novo

STARRING: Vin Diesel, Dwayne 
Johnson, Michelle Rodriguez 

DIRECTOR: F Gary Gray  

GENRE: Action  

RATING: PG-15

136 MINS

THE FATE OF THE FURIOUS 

Going in Style   

DIRECTOR: Zach Braff

CAST: Joey King, Ann-Margret, 
Morgan Freeman 

PLOT: A reboot of the 1979 movie 
that was directed by Martin Brest 
and featured George Burns, 
Art Carney, and Lee Strasberg. 
Three seniors, who are living 
social security cheque to cheque 
and even reduced to eating dog food at times, decide 
they have had enough. So, they plan to rob a bank ... 
problem is, they don’t even know how to handle a gun! A 
social commentary on growing old in America and what 
we are sometimes driven to, due to circumstances.

SHOWING IN:  Cineco, Seef II, Wadi Al Sail, Saar, Novo, 
Mukta A2

Smurfs: The Lost Village 

DIRECTOR: Kelly Asbury

CAST: Demi Lovato, Rainn Wilson, 
Joe Manganiello     

PLOT: In this fully animated, all-new 
take on the Smurfs, a mysterious 
map sets Smurfette and her best 
friends Brainy, Clumsy and Hefty on 
an exciting and thrilling race through 
the Forbidden Forest filled with 
magical creatures to find a mysterious lost village before 
the evil wizard Gargamel does. Embarking on a roller-
coaster journey full of action and danger, the Smurfs are on 
a course that leads to the discovery of the biggest secret in 
Smurf history!

SHOWING IN: Cineco, Seef II, Wadi Al Sail, Dana, Novo

1 popcorn – stay home 
5 popcorns – start queuing

KRISTIAN’S VERDICT

Current 
Position Title

Weekend 
Takings

Gross 
to date

1 The Fate of the Furious $100M $100M

2 The Boss Baby $16M $116M

3 Beauty and the Beast $14M $455M

4 Smurfs: The Lost Village $7M $25M
5 Going in Style $6M $23M

6 Gifted $3M $4M

7 Get Out $3M $168M

8 Power Rangers $3M $81M

9 The Case for Christ $3M $8M

10 Kong: Skull Island $3M $161M

  imdb movie charts
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WITH the Formula 
One done and 
dusted, I had 

that familiar post-race 
blues and needed to bag 
myself a test drive to 
release my inner Lewis 
Hamilton on Bahrain’s 
roads.

While the Nissan Kicks 
won’t be taking any chequered 
flags anytime soon, and won’t 
even put me in danger of 
putting the kingdom’s much-
maligned speed cameras to 
use, it was a relaxing and 
smooth drive that opens a 
pathway into the mini-SUV 
market for the Japanese 
marque.

That particular segment 
is exploding in popularity 
worldwide, and the Kicks 
is designed to tap into the 
increasing demand at an 
extremely competitive price 
for such a trusted marque. It 
fits in the same range as the 
familiar Juke and Qashqai, 
falling somewhere between 
the two in size.

The look is a mix of Juke 
styling cues, including a 
distinctive hump around the 
rear wheel arch, alongside a 
V-motion grille, boomerang 
head and taillights. The coupé-
style roof with a wrap-around 
visor look to the windscreen 
and side glass creates an 
aerodynamic feel, with less 
noise and fuel-consumption 
promised by the brand.

Under the bonnet, the Kicks 

has a 1.6L engine which 
produces 118BHP and 149Nm 
of torque. While this doesn’t 
pull up any trees, it has enough 
oomph to get in and out of 
traffic at your right foot’s 
desire.

The Kicks comes with a few 
interesting technical features 
designed to cope with the 
kingdom’s rougher roads. 
Of particular note are Active 
Trace Control, which applies 
the brakes mid-corner to keep 
the car on line, and Active 
Ride Control, which uses the 
brakes briefly when the car 
hits one of the many potholes 
that line my commute from 
home to the GulfWeekly office 
and to the Nissan showroom 
in Sitra.

On the road, these systems 
are barely noticeable as the 
Kicks is a reliable, smooth 
machine. The cornering is 
superb and the suspension 
strong enough to withstand 
bumps and obstacles. 
However, it’s comforting 
to know they are there as a 
fall-back in more extreme 
circumstances.

There’s a healthy amount 

of space across the front 
cabin, and while you sit high 
in the rear, anyone up to six 

feet tall should be more than 
comfortable.

The seven-inch screen on 

the centre stack is simple to 
use and provides access to 
functions such as navigation, 

audio and Bluetooth phone 
connections. A second screen 
is located in front of the driver 
and relays information from 
the on-board drive computer, 
audio system and navigation 
systems, as well as displaying 
warnings. Vehicle settings can 
also be easily adjusted using 
the four-way selector on the 
steering wheel.

Perhaps the most useful 
benefit of the screen is the 
Around View Monitor (AVM) 
that makes parking a doddle. 
Using four cameras, placed 
at the front and rear of the 
car and in both door mirrors, 
AVM creates a bird’s eye 
360-degree view of the car 
which can be displayed on 
the central monitor and used 
as a parking aid. Handy for 
squeezing into those narrow 
spaces on Exhibitions Avenue 
where parking is at a premium.

Overall, this is a roomy, 
comfortable vehicle with a 
number of easy-to-use features 
that proves a match for its 
competitors.

The Nissan Kicks is available 
now from the Y K Almoayyed 
& Sons showroom in Sitra. 
Prices start at BD6,495. 
For more information, call 
17734218.

KANOO Automotive Equipment (KAE), a 
division of Ebrahim K. Kanoo and a leading 
company for automotive equipment in the 
kingdom, has added industrial equipment 
to its portfolio, updating the company 
name and identity to Kanoo Automotive & 
Industrial Equipment (KAIE). 

The expansion into the industrial 
equipment segment signifies further progress 
for the company, which carries over 35 
brands and is well respected for its high 
quality after-sales service. 

“Our approach was always to partner 
with industrial leaders to ensure that our 
customers consistently get premium quality 
products from us,” said Kanoo Automotive 
& Industrial Equipment sales manager, 
Sudhindra Kalibhat. “The rebranding shows 
our commitment to this segment and its 
significance to our portfolio of services, 
which are guaranteed to have Ebrahim K. 
Kanoo’s trademark reputation of top quality 
service before, during, and after sales.” 

KAIE has partnered with renowned 
global suppliers, including leading crane 
and hoisting equipment company, SWF 
Krantechnik; infrastructure equipment 
supplier SPX Power Team, SPX Bolting 
Systems; international shutter door supplier, 
Butzbach and many other industrial and 

automotive equipment suppliers.
In addition to selling top-of-the-line 

products, KAIE also offers essential services 
such as consulting, planning, installation, 
annual maintenance, as well as customised 
solutions tailored to each project.

For further information contact KAIE on 
17484808.

THE luxury Sedan Volvo S90 has been named 
Best Midsize Premium Sedan at the Middle 
East Car of the Year (MECOTY) Awards 
recently held alongside the 2nd International 
Motor Show, Abu Dhabi.

The Volvo S90 win follows success at 
several leading global motoring awards, and 
it also received a rave review following a test 
drive in Oman by GulfWeekly’s motoring 
correspondent Kristian Harrison, who 
described the event as one  of his ‘favourite 
trips and road-testing experiences’.

The XC90 was named Best Medium 
Premium SUV at MECOTY and jury prize in 
2016. Other regional awards received by the 
S90 so far include those from Arab Wheels, 
Automobile Magazine and Future TV.

Emre Karaer, general manager - Volvo Car 
MENA & CIS, said: “Volvo Cars is proud 
that the S90 has been named Best Midsize 

Premium Sedan by the MECOTY jury. 
“We are better known for our SUVs and 

estates but S90 has redefined what a luxury 
sedan is capable of as it combines cutting-
edge technology with effortless Scandinavian 
design.

“The award is a recognition of the Swedish 
brand’s continuing transformation and I 
believe the S90 will become a strong player 
in its segment. This win highlights the success 
of our new design and engineering direction 
and bodes well for the future as we unveil new 
models in the coming years.”

In the Middle East, Volvo Cars also 
improved its position in the premium segment 
in 2016, reporting sales growth of 14.4 per 
cent as compared to 2015.

For more information contact Motorcity 
Volvo Showroom in Sitra on 17736104 or visit 
www.motorcity.com.bh.

TEST DRIVE
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

Reliable and smooth

TAPPING IN: Nissan Kicks

Super sedan powers ahead on the glory trail

Industrial equipment added to portfolioPRIZE WINNER: 
The Volvo S90

NEW NAME: Executives at the KAIE launch
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TWO modern towers 
in the Durrat 
Marina waterside 

development are 
continuing to attract the 
attention of property 
investors and home 

seekers and should be 
ready to move into from 
June.

The freehold Marina 
Breeze 1 and 2, developed 
by Master Group at a cost of 
BD9m, will feature 88 two-

bedrooms, three-bedrooms, 
three-bedroom duplex and 
penthouse apartments.

Star Real Estate has two-
bedroom apartments with 
a built-up area of 136sqm 
for sale, along with three-

bedroom boasting 170sqm 
and a duplex with a total 
built-up area of 164sqm.

According to a Star 
representative, once 
completed the properties will 
make ideal weekend retreats 

for families and friends, 
especially for boat owners as 
there will be a Yacht Club 
located in the area.

The state-of-the-art facilities 
will include around the clock 
security, a gym for men and 

women, a swimming pool and 
a BBQ area. There will also 
be a common roof marina 
view and a private shaded car 
park.

There will also be a cluster 
of retail shops nearby.

FACTS AT A GLANCE
Bedrooms: 2, 3 and penthouse. 
Parking: Private shaded car park.
Additional information: There will be a swimming 

pool, gym, BBQ area and a yacht club.
Location: Marina Breeze 1 and 2.
Sale price: Two-bedrooms priced at BD78,000, three-
bedroom duplex at BD93,000 and a three-bedroom at 
BD96,000. 
For details on this apartment and other homes, contact 
Star Real Estate on 17298210.

All set for summer occupancy
Northstar Tech 18cm x 12_7cm A.pdf   1   2/28/16   1:41 PM
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WIN COFFEE AND CAKE at crust & crema by answering this quiz question and emailing your answer to editor@gulfweekly.com
What’s the origin of ‘Mocha’ coffee?  a) Arabic word for chocolate  b) Yemeni Port City  c) Island off South America
Entries must be received by noon on Sunday. The first correct one out of the bag will win the prize and the lucky reader will be 
emailed a coupon. Normal GulfWeekly contest rules apply. The Editor’s decision is final.

Quiz winner: Reader MOHAMMED SALAH 
ALADINI won coffee-for-two by correctly 
answering that b) Robusta beans will give 
you the strongest shot of caffeine.

April 19 - 25, 2017

Shilpa.indd   1 02/11/2009   15:08

crust & crema
cerebrally
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ACROSS
3. Belong (9)
8. Kind (4)
9. Joined (9)
10. Writer (6)
11. Clinch (5)
14. Big (5)
15. Volume (4)
16. Province (5)
18. Close (4)
20. Corpulent (5)
21. High (5)
24. Claim (6)
25. Vanish (9)
26. Scheme (4)
27. Accompanying (9)

DOWN
1. Attacker (9)
2. Brotherly (9)
4. Inferior (4)
5. Boredom (5)
6. Voucher (6)
7. Particular (4)
9. Lid (5)
11. Prepared (5)
12. Not too bad (9)
13. The accused (9)
17. Proposer (5)
19. Revolve (6)
22. Lukewarm (5)
23. Raise (4)
24. Daybreak (4)

crossword break

   darn tough sudoku So you think you’re good enough at Sudoku to crack this baby?  Remember, we were the first in 
the Gulf to bring you this bit of Japanese mayhem...so we don’t kid around
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Darn Tough SudokuLast week’s sudoku

darn tough sudoku
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     Solutions in next week’s issue.

Su
do

ku

Across:1 Dais; 
3 Handicap; 8 Dupe; 
9 Prestige; 
11 Contemptible; 
13 Tremor; 14 Bitter; 
17 Obstreperous; 
20 Exigency; 21 Able; 
22 Together; 23 Rest.
Down: 1 Dedicate; 
2 Impinge; 4 Abrupt; 
5 Dispirited; 6 Chill; 
7 Plea; 10 Deportment; 
12 Prospect; 15 Trouble; 
16 Rescue; 18 Being; 
19 Left.
Who, What, Where, 
When:  Simon 
MacCorkindale; Let 
the buyer beware; 
Tallahassee; 1982; Matthew 
McConaughey; Helium; 
Oxford; 1599.
Just So: The prodigal son, 
The three rrrs, The whys 
and wherefores, Turn the 
other cheek.

WHO ... is known as The Father Of Jet 
Flight? 
WHAT ... sort of creature is an oriole? 
WHERE ... was the drama series Tenko set? 
WHEN ... did Bjorn Borg first win the 
Wimbledon Men’s Singles title?
WHO ... designed and built the banqueting 
hall in the UK’s Whitehall? 
WHAT ... is the name of the BBC Asian 
Network’s daily soap? 
WHERE... did US band Toto ‘bless the 
rains’ in 1983? 
WHEN ... did Laker Airways collapse?

Last Week’s 
Leisure Solutions

just so
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For further details on these vacancies or for more information on our services 
please contact us on +973 17565363 or email a Word format CV to

one of our experienced consultants at  jobs@gulfconnexions.com 
For more jobs kindly refer to our website: www.gulfconnexions.com  

CFO- Bahrain
Gulf Connexions has been mandated by a well-known financial services firm with a 
presence across the Mena region as well as Asia to find a Chief Financial Officer to 
join their expanding team based in Bahrain. The ideal candidate will be responsible 
for directing & controling the financial & financial planning activities as well as 
taking responsibility for putting in place & maintaining the current finance policies 
& procedures.                                                       

Responsibilities:
• Responsible for the daily operation of the Company's accounting and financial 

functions and for significant contributions to the formulation, implementation, and 
administration of corporate wide finance related policies and Business goals. 

• Preparation of monthly, annual, and other financial reports and statements as 
requested.

• Responsible for the preparation of the Consolidated Financial statements on 
quarterly or half-yearly basis. 

• Presents on a regular basis the financial results, be these management reports or 
the audited financial statements, highlighting all variances to budget or forecasts 
with recommendation for remedial action(s). 

• Assists subsidiaries with all aspect of financial, accounting, and reporting 
requirements including frequent visits.

• Provides leadership through effective goal setting, delegation, and communication. 
Conducts regular staff meetings to ensure that personnel are well informed of 
changes in programs, policies, and procedures.

Requirements:
• Bachelor’s degree in finance, accounting, or related field or equivalent work 

experience, CPA, CMA, or MBA preferred 
• US, European or Australian trained is an advantage 
• Qualified Accountant - ACA, CIMA, ACCA, CPA - with a strong technical 

background preferable 
• Excellent relationship builder and commercially astute, comfortable partnering with 

the CEO and COO 
• Knowledge of Insurance, Banking or Wealth Management 
• Technical expertise in all aspects in all aspects of finance and accounts, including 

IFRS and IAS with regular updates according to relevant changes in regulations.

Please send Word CVs and cover letters to 
helen.opena@gulfconnexions.com Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

ALLIED 
PICKFORDS 

for your move. Professional 
Packing/ Shipping of 

household effects/ vehicles 
by sea/ air worldwide. 
Special groupage rates 

to the UK. Airconditioned 
storage facility. Contact us 

today for a survey  
and good advice. 

Tel. 17735355 / 17731752, 
email: info@

alliedpickfords.com.bh

VERMINEX 
Pest Control 

Professionals in Bahrain 
for 35 years- the safest, 
government approved 

products used. 
Tel. 17280188  

www.verminexbahrain.
com

SERVICES

CARGO

SITUATIONS VACANT

PROPERTY FOR RENT

BUSINESS BAY:
88 sq.m office, Price BD 800/- Ref. 396

JUFFAIR HEIGHTS:
2 bedroom apartment, Built-up area 112 sq.m

Price BD 750/-, Ref. AP404

BLOCK 338 - ADLIYA:
277 sq.m commercial space

Ideal for a restaurant or a café,  
Price BD 3,000/- Ref.PL146

FLOATING CITY - AMWAJ:
2 bedroom villa, Price BD 1,000/-

Ref. VI402.
  

SEEF BUSINESS CENTER:
14 sq.m office, Price BD 499/-

Ref. OF401

A’ALI:
4 bedroom compound villa

Plot area 500 sq.m, Price BD 999/-
Ref. VI400

RAS ZUWAID:
1,500 sq.m commercial or light industrial land

Price BD 1,200/-, Ref.PL380
For more information contact:   T: +973 1729 8210  

E: admin@starrealestate.bh

JUFFAIR 
HEIGHTS:

2 bedroom apartment, 
built-up area 113.3 sq.m  
price BD 90,000/- (Neg), 

Ref. AP361

EXHIBITION 
ROAD:

264 sq.m Office, Price 
BD 160,000/-
Ref: OF358

NASMAH WEST 
- JUFFAIR:

2 bedroom apartment
Built-up area 115 sq.m, 

Price BD 60,000/-
Ref: AP353

contact:   T: +973 1729 8210  
E: admin@starrealestate.bh

MARSA TRADING 
for SLOTTED 

ANGLE SHELVING, 
BOLTLESS 

SHELVING, PALLET 
RACKING, WIRE 
MESH DECKING, 

Mezzanine, 
Partitions, Bins etc. 
Contact: 66712466,

Mail: 
tradingmarsa@gmail.com 

STORAGE

PROPERTY 
FOR SALE

REVIEW: Fat Joe – Klub360 – Elite Crystal Hotel 
HIP HOP’S heavy hitter Fat Joe 
was on fire as he kept Klub360’s 
movers and shakers dancing all 
night long. 

Every year during race 
weekend, this popular nightspot 
puts on a raging event featuring 
the urban music world’s crème de 
la crème … and this time around 
the party was popping. In fact, 
Friday night’s affair was bigger 
and better than ever … in more 
ways than one!

My husband Sam and I have 
been colossal Fat Joe fans from 
our high school days and have 
bopped our heads to a number of 
his chart-topping hits like What’s 
Luv and Make It Rain while 
cruising around the kingdom to 
this day.

As a result we made sure to 
get to the venue early to park 
ourselves at the front of the stage 
to watch the rap royalty perform 
in all his glory.

As we waited for the big man to 
appear, Elite Hospitality Group 
public relations manager Najia 
Zainal, asked if we could join her 
for a media briefing.

Without a second thought 
we made our way to a private 
room where a charming and 
very much down-to-earth Fat 
Joe and his crew chatted and 
posed for photographs with the 

hotel management team and the 
night’s support acts. 

Then he was off to shake-up 
the crowd. Originally, record 
producer DJ Outlaw, Bahraini 
rapper Flipperachi and Kuwaiti 
singer Daffy were supposed to 
get the audience pumped up for 
the main event. However, the 
American star simply jumped 
straight on stage and thrilled the 
audience with an electrifying and 
memorable performance.

Fans rushed the stage and 
smartphones popped up to 
snap pictures and videos of 
the performer before a burst of 
cooling smoke covered them. 

The audience was mesmerised 
by his moves and cheeky 
grin and soon everyone was 
screaming and jumping on the 
dance floor with delight. 

Fans hung onto his every word 
between numbers and they all 
joined in to add extra harmony to 
his classics. The crowd favourite 
was Lean Back. Fat Joe was like 
a conductor orchestrating the 
audience who gladly obliged by 
following his steps.

Every time he started another 
song, colourful streamers 
exploded from the stage adding 
to the race party atmosphere. 
There were clever touches too 
when he picked out fans and 

dedicated special songs to them 
such as Still Not A Player. 

All The Way Up had everyone 
dancing again and then just like 
the occasional puff of smoke, 
he was gone … but not before 
walking through the crowd and 
taking more selfies with his 
fans.

The night didn’t end there, as 
the Outlaw Production support 

team who took to the stage for 
a delayed appearance, keeping 
the crowd captivated late into 
the night with songs such as 
Ee La, Khameskom Falla and 
Samboosa. DJ Fahad Westside 
and DJ Jackson also contributed 
well too. 

A party night to remember as 
Fat & Co clearly means fabulous.

- Mai Al Khatib-Camille
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Royal Golf Club
Book Your Golf Online For Best 

Available Rates & Get a FREE Golf Shirt

www.theroyalgolfclub.com
T&Cs apply

Golf Weekly
Teeing off to a great read

Ladies Group Tuition ~ starts April 23
The Royal Golf Club’s newly-arrived head 
teaching professional, Nikki Hunter, is 
delighted to invite women of all ages to sign 
up for a special tuition programme where 
they will learn all aspects of the game of golf. 
Lessons will take place at 10.30am every 
Sunday starting next week. The eight-week 
programme is open to the public and costs 
BD80 per person, inclusive of equipment hire, 
golf balls and water.

Family Open Day ~ Saturday, April 29
Everyone is invited to a free open day 
at the Royal Golf Academy featuring 
free golf lessons and use of the Wee 
Monty par 3 golf course, as well 
as plenty of games, activities and 
competitions.
The open day will take place between 
2pm and 6pm on Saturday, April 29. 
For further information, call 17750777 
ext. 302.

BOB Parsons, pictured 
above, the founder of 
Godaddy.com brings the 
newest club manufacturer 
to the market, PXG 
(Parsons Xtreme Golf). 

After realising he was 
spending a ‘four-tune’ 
on golf equipment 
every year to try out the 
newest and most creative 
technology, he decided to 
launch his company. 

The idea behind it was 
to build an iron that goes 
stronger than any other 
club on the market and 
feel better than anything 
he has hit in his life.

It was an intimidating 
task, but there was one 
saving grace - Parsons 
didn’t put any limits on 
what the clubs could cost 
to design or build. 

Most club designs start 
with the price and work 
backward from there. 
Parsons was willing to 
pay, handsomely, for 
performance. Adding: 
“Whatever makes sense, 
that’s what we’ll do!”

With a thinner face 
than other irons on the 
market, they add club 
head speed, but also 
moving the weight to 
the perimeter gives 
forgiveness, as well as 
bringing the centre of 
gravity to the back of the 
club to help launch angle.

We have a PXG fitting 
day on Friday and 
Saturday from 9am-
5pm, come along and 
try for yourself!

For more information or 
book a golf lesson with 
a Royal Golf Club PGA 
teaching professional, 
call 17750777.

New clubs are 
on the range

GOLF TIP
By NIKKI HUNTER

   Royal Golf Club Head Teaching Professional

All set for F1 
course glory

Magical moments

Sign up to help patients

THE team of 
husband and wife 
Dustin and Dana 

Whitely, paired with Phil 
and Julie Dixon, enjoyed 
a comfortable win in 
the Royal Golf Club’s 
annual F1 Scramble golf 
tournament with a nett 
score of 55.4. 

The trio of Shaikh Rashid 
Al Khalifa, Sebastian 
Woodrow and Ronan Smith 

were runners-up with 60.5 
nett while the team of Todd 
Gillespie, Gordon Bennie, 
Ronan Armstrong and Sam 
Hobday took third place with 
61.4 nett.

More than 50 competitors, 
both local residents and those 
visiting Bahrain for the 2017 
Formula 1 Gulf Air Bahrain 
Grand Prix, took part in 
the popular annual Texas 
Scramble tournament which 

featured checkered pin flags 
in honour of race weekend 
and some matching outfits.

Results:
1st Dana & Dustin Whiteley, 
Julie & Phil Dixon (55.4 
nett), 2nd Shk Rashid Al 
Khalifa, Sebastian Woodrow 
& Ronan Smith (60.5), 3rd 
Todd Gillespie, Gordon 
Bennie, Ronan Armstrong & 
Sam Hobday (61.4).

SPORTING FRONT: Competitors Rein-
hold & Karin Lutz and Debbie & Rob 

Lane wearing black and white attire in 
honour of the F1 weekend

STEVE Diaper claimed the first prize in the Magic Island 
Stableford competition held at Awali Golf Club last 
Friday. It was a day of high scores where many of the 
80 competitors carded above average points and earned 
handicap cuts into the bargain. 

Steve’s superb round of golf, where he parred 9 holes, 
resulted in an amazing 45 points. The following two 
players carded an identical score of 43 points, however, 
Bronson John bagged the runners-up position over Nasser 
Al Kaabi after countback.

The competition was sponsored by Magic Island/Seef 
Properties, with prizes presented by representative Jassim 
Habib.
Full results:
Winner: Steve Diaper    45 points
2nd: Bronson John     43 points
3rd: Nasser Al Kaabi     43 points
4th: Derek Hutchinson     41 points
5th: Sun Kyu Kwak     41 points
6th: A R Mohammed Amin  41 points

THE Royal Golf Club’s 
2017 Ladies Captain Stacey 
Thomas is urging golfers to 
sign up for the third annual 
Ladies Captain Charity Golf 
Tournament in support of the 
cancer patients of Salmaniya 
Hospital. 

The 18-hole event will tee 
off at the club at 1pm on 
Saturday, May 12 and will 
be played in the fun Texas 
Scramble format. 

The afternoon’s golf will be 
rounded off by a BBQ with 
live entertainment, a raffle 
and an auction boasting a 
number of fantastic items, 
including golf packages 
from other Troon-managed 
golf properties, dinners 

and brunches in some of 
Bahrain’s top hotels and the 
opportunity to enjoy a dinner-
for-two cooked in your own 
home by the club’s Executive 
Chef Paul Gindra.

Entry into the tournament 
costs BD30 for club 
members and BD40 for non-
members. It costs BD20 for 
those wishing to attend the 
evening event only.

Anyone wanting to 
support the event, either 
by participating in the 
tournament, attending 
the evening BBQ or by 
sponsoring a prize or golf 
hole is invited to contact 
Thomas by emailing 
staceykthomas@gmail.com

PRIZE TIME: TD Rashid Al Quatami, Jassim Habib, Steve 
Diaper and Bill Scarth

LAST YEAR’S WINNERS: Grahame & Karen Mackenzie, Dimi 
Zletevski and Paul Noir with 2016 Ladies Captain Karin Lutz
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Motor         Sport
Bahrain International Circuit – the home of motorsport in the Middle East

COOL Charles 
Leclerc claimed 
a fine win in the 

sprint race of the opening 
round of the 2017 FIA 
Formula 2 Championship, 
one of the support races 
of the 2017 Formula 
1 Gulf Air Bahrain 
Grand Prix at Bahrain 
International Circuit in 
Sakhir.

The Prema Racing driver 
triumphed after completing 
the event in 43 minutes 01.023 
seconds, stopping for fresh 
rubber from the lead of the 
race and emerging in 14th 
place before fighting all the 
way back up for victory ahead 
of a crestfallen Luca Ghiotto 
and Oliver Rowland.

The teams were looking for 
options on a circuit renowned 
for its abrasive surface, but the 
decision to make a pit stop in 
a sprint race was one that took 
most observers by surprise, 
and the fight back topped off a 
superb weekend of racing.

There was drama at the front 
of the grid before the start 
when poleman Nobuharu 
Matsushita failed to make 
it out on time, forcing the 
frustrated Japanese driver to 
start from the pit lane. But 
when the lights went out his 
ART teammate pushed front 
row starter Ghiotto hard, with 
the Italian braking as late as 

possible to slide inside and 
into the lead at turn 1 ahead of 
Albon, a fast-starting Leclerc, 
Norman Nato, Jordan King, 
Oliver Rowland and Artem 
Markelov.

Nato was soon out of the 
race after a come together with 
King, and the resultant safety 
car period gave everyone 
a breather for two laps 
before going live again, with 
Leclerc making short work of 
disposing former teammate 
Albon, followed almost 
immediately by Rowland, 
and then Markelov next time 
round. 

Leclerc dropped a bombshell 
by pitting on lap 15, emerging 
ahead of Markelov and 
wasting no time in fighting 

back towards the lead, now 
held by Rowland, setting the 
fastest lap in the process.

In a 23 lap race it 
seemed impossible that the 
Monegasque driver could 
force his way back, and the 
action continued at the front 
of the race as King snuck 
past Fuoco, giving him the 
space to look forward to 
Rowland instead of in his 
mirrors. The Briton was falling 
back towards the Italian as 
Leclerc broke back into the 
points positions, and on the 
penultimate lap the inevitable 
happened as Ghiotto forced 
his way into the lead, just as 
Leclerc blasted by King into 
third place.

And, on the final lap, Leclerc, 

on fresher rubber, easily 
dispatched Rowland on the 
front straight and Ghiotto in 
the back section of the circuit, 
before cruising to his maiden 
win ahead of the pair to the 
obvious delight of his team. 

After the first round Leclerc 
leads Markelov by 36 points to 
28, ahead of Rowland on 20, 
with Ghiotto, Nato and King 
on 18, while in the Teams’ 
Championship RUSSIAN 
TIME is on top with 46 points 
ahead of PREMA Racing 
on 38, DAMS on 28, with 
Pertamina Arden and MP 
Motorsport on 18 points as 
they look forward to the next 
round of the championship 
in Barcelona, Spain on May 
12-14. 

DUSAN Borković, driving a GE-Force 
Alfa Romeo Giulietta, took his first 
victory in the TCR International Series 
after a commanding performance in 
the heat of a Bahrain Easter Sunday 
afternoon. 

This was also the second victory for 
the Romeo Ferraris-built Italian car after 
Davit Kajaia’s in the season opener at 
Rustavi, Georgia. 

Borković said: “I’m just delighted to 
win in a beautiful place like Bahrain at a 
Formula One event.”

Starting from the second row of the grid, 
Attila Tassi made the best start and passed 
both Borković and pole-sitter Ferenc 
Ficza going into Turn 1. Borković and 
Ficza quickly struck back and overhauled 
the M1RA Racing Honda Civic, with 
Borković leading from Ficza’s Zele 
Racing SEAT León. 

The Lukoil Craft-Bamboo SEAT of 
James Nash and Jean-Karl Vernay in the 
Leopard Racing Volkswagen Golf GTi 
then passed Tassi, with Nash quickly 

snatching second place from Ficza. When 
Ficza then ran wide on lap 2, Vernay was 
one of four drivers to take advantage. 
Nash’s teammate Hugo Valente took third 
place from Vernay on lap 3 and that was 
how the race ended; Borković finishing 
ahead of Nash and Valente.

Behind the battle for the podium places, 
there were several thrilling fights within 
the top ten. Vernay held onto fourth place 
despite a determined challenge from the 
Honda of Roberto Colciago, while Pepe 
Oriola finished seventh, behind Ficza. 

Reigning TCR champion Stefano 
Comini and Gianni Morbidelli made 
contact on a number of occasions, with 
the Swiss driver’s Comtoyou Racing Audi 
RS 3 LMS eventually finishing in ninth 
place, ahead of the Italian in a WestCoast 
Racing VW.

Davit Kajaia lost a valuable sixth place 
on the last lap as he coasted to a halt with 
a stream of oil trailing from the underside 
of the Alfa Romeo; the oil sump was 
cracked after he had jumped over a kerb.

Two points now cover the top three in 
the Drivers’ series; Vernay has 52 points 
with Borković on 51 and Colciago a 
further point adrift. Oriola and Kajaia – 
the two winners on the opening weekend 
in Georgia – are in fourth and fifth places 
with 45 and 39 points respectively.

The TCR International Series will 
resume for rounds 5 and 6 at Spa-
Francorchamps, Belgium, on May 4 to 5, 
in the frame of the 6 Hours of Spa, second 
round of the FIA World Endurance 
Championship. 

Leclerc’s on track

Two points cover the top three drivers

NEW champion Ryan 
Cullen secured a narrow 
victory in the final race of 
Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge 
Middle East Season 8 on 
a special afternoon that 
offered a stunning showcase 
for the sport at Sakhir. 

Saudi driver Bandar 
Alesayi topped off an 
impressive season of 
competition with a second 
place position in the silver 
category. The seasoned 
driver missed out narrowly 
on winning the category 
after a thrilling season long 
battle between himself and 
young Omani driver Al 
Faisal Al Zubair. 

Thousands of fans 
had enjoyed a thrilling 
encounter that saw a battle 
unfold over ten laps of 
breath-taking action, all 
moments before the took 
to the track for the 2017 
Formula 1 Gulf Air Bahrain 
Grand Prix. 

At the chequered flag only 
2.3 seconds separated a 
breakaway group of the top 
four drivers, condensing the 
series into a single race with 
Cullen determined to stamp 
his authority on the season 
and reign supreme in the 
showpiece event.

It was a fitting finale to the 
most competitive season in 
the eight-year history of the 
championship.

Final race victory was a 
dream ending for champion 
Cullen. After dominating 
the season the Irishman 
completed a wonderful 
weekend, taking his overall 
tally of eight wins in the 
season.  He said: “It feels 
so good to finish the season 
with a win. 

“It’s been a special 
weekend for me, I started 
my championship here in 

November with a win and 
now I’ve finished on the 
top step again five months 
later. I’m going away from 
the Middle East with huge 
confidence and will be 
looking to make the most 
of this form in Europe this 
summer.”  

The final race once again 
proved just how competitive 
the Porsche GT3 Middle 
East Cup Challenge has 
become with every point 
hard earned between the 
best drivers in the region. 
Right from the opening lap 
Cullen’s rivals showed they 
wanted to have the final say 
of Season 8 and lay down 
a marker for Season 9. It 
would be no victory parade. 

Pereira sprinted into an 
early lead on the opening 
corner overtaking Frijns and 
building a lead over the first 
three laps. But a blistering 
first sector of lap four saw 
Cullen rocket into the 
lead and push Pereira into 
second and Frijns third were 
they crossed the finish line. 

Every driver in every 
category had a reason to 
push for points in the final 
race including the Bronze 
category, again showing the 
competitive nature of the 
championship. 

Home-grown teenage 
talents of Isa S. Al Khalifa 
who finished second in 
the bronze category and 
second in the GCC Rookie 
Category, just ahead of 
teammate Isa A. Al Khalifa 
who was the third placed 
rookie.

Just as the dust settles on 
the final round of season 
8 following an incredible 
climax, already plans are 
well in motion for Season 
9 of the Porsche GT3 Cup 
Challenge Middle East.

Just champion for Cullen

THRILLING DRIVE: Leclerc storms to dramatic sprint win and, right, with Shaikh Salman

FINISH LINE: Borković celebrates his win

ON THE PODIUM:Cullen proudly holds aloft his trophy
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Why it’s called a team sport
BAHRAIN provided 

F1 with some of 
the hottest track 

temperatures the drivers 
have experienced so far 
although this was easily 
matched by the action on 
the sidelines.  

While Australia and China 
produced excitement the 
racing in Sakhir throughout 
had even the casual observer 
captivated throughout the 
race. Of course, if you listen 
to former supremo Bernie 
Ecclestone it might also be 
the end of the season – he is 
fond of informing all around 
that the winner of the race 
in Bahrain usually wins the 
world championship.  

No wonder Sebastian Vettel 
was so happy!

Throughout the practice 
sessions there were surprises 
with the lower-ranked teams 
performing well and Red Bull 
joining Mercedes and Ferrari 
with fast single-lap times, with 
the former initially struggling.  

The temperature differential 
between the hot afternoon 
sessions and those during the 
relatively cooler night-time 
produced challenges for the 
mechanics and engineers who 
tried to balance the set-up on 
their cars.

Qualifying produced the first 
pole-position of his career 
for the ever-popular Valtteri 
Bottas.  He is genuinely liked 
up and down the pit lane with 
several crew members on 
former teams referring to him 
as the nicest driver they have 
ever worked with.  

Having witnessed him 
shaking hands with every 
member of his team before 
and after every session, it is 
easy to see why. When he 
was confirmed as the fastest 
qualifier cheers could be heard 
in many of the garages.

Once the racing started there 
were seven cars fighting nose-
to-tail with only a couple of 
seconds separating them, the 
Williams of former Bahrain 
race winner Felipe Massa 
being a welcome addition 
to the six cars from the top 
three teams who were trading 
places.

The field only started to 
separate once the aggressive 
Max Verstappen was forced 
to retire with brake failure, 
although this was possibly 
the culmination of several 
bellicose maneuvers, including 
one at the first turn.

Throughout the entirety of 
the race there were pockets of 
cars jostling for position with 
Fernando Alonso’s overtake of 
Jolyon Palmer, despite being 
noticeably slower along the 
straight, the most memorable.  

Force India was the biggest 

winner with Sergio Perez 
moving up from 18th 
on the grid to finish 7th 
while Williams will also be 
satisfied with its results.

Visually, the circuit is also 
attractive. Bahrain is the 
first real opportunity to see 
the titanium-induced sparks, 
while photographers delight in 
capturing the sunset between 
palm trees and the reflection of 
lights as cars race by.

Yet Formula One in Bahrain 
is about so much more than 
the race – it is the whole 
weekend, starting for the fans 
on the Thursday afternoon 
with the pit walk.  

This represents an 
opportunity for genuine 
fans from Bahrain and those 
visiting from overseas to get 
close to the cars and teams and 
create lifelong memories.  

The Ferrari crew was spotted 
seen limbering up with 
stretching exercises ahead of 
pit-stop practice. They were 
not the only ones getting hot 
under the collar as cars were 
readied for action.

The excitement was 
palpable.

Later, Ecclestone was seen 
wandering up and down the 
paddock for the first time 
this year and it is easy to see 
why he chose to make an 
appearance at Sakhir. He may 
be feeling unloved by the new 
owners of F1 but Bahrain is 
like a second home to him.

It is a feeling that appears 
mutual and is one that is 
reciprocated throughout the 
paddock with many of the 
teams openly expressing 
the enjoyment they feel 
when racing at the Bahrain 
International Circuit.

Bahrain may never compete 
with the history of Silverstone 
or the glamour of Monte 
Carlo yet it seems to have 
established a niche within the 
travelling F1 fraternity for the 

friendly and efficient manner 
in which it goes about its 
business.

Despite the sudden spike 
in temperatures - which the 
teams admitted still felt better 
than the stifling humidity 
experienced in Malaysia 
- they are able to go about 
their business in wonderful 
facilities.  

The garages are larger than 
they are used to with greater 
storage capacity while the 
safest track in the world also 
means less damage to the 
cars, even if the early dusty 
conditions did result in the 
occasional off-track excursion.

While the heat caused some 
technical difficulties it also 
presented innovative teams 
with opportunities. The 
increased fluid consumption 
from the drivers allowed them 

to use the fuller pouches to 
adjust the ballast of the car.

It’s easy to sit in the 
paddock club, above the 
action in luxury, discussing 

the relative merits of each 
driver and his car. However, 

below is real evidence that this 
is truly a team sport.

A trip into the garages sees 
hundreds of mechanics (or 
‘bolts’ as they call themselves) 
working feverishly on the 
cars. Yet they represent 
just a fraction of the staff.  
Across the paddock the 
team buildings are full of 
management and engineers 
being catered for alongside 
sponsors and guests.

After the first practice 
session I was chatting to one 
team based in the UK and they 
were awaiting instructions 
from their factory for strategic 
instructions following the 
real-time analysis transmitted 
directly from the cars on track.

The teams are always under 
much more pressure for the 
second race of a ‘double-
header’ and, having flown to 
Bahrain directly from China, 
there were always likely to be 

parts that needed fixing.  It was 
amazing to watch the amount 
of duct tape and glue being 
used – although I am assured 
that it is a much more hi-tech 
and expensive equivalent!

The lightning-fast turnaround 
between these fly-away 
races is always likely to add 
pressure, particularly for those 
teams awaiting delivery of an 
engine or two.

Red Bull and Ferrari even 
received boxes full of new 
parts on the morning of the 
race although these are more 
likely to have been for use at 
the test being conducted in 
Bahrain after the race.

Despite being at the back-
end of a long trip the teams 
were generally delighted to 
be able to test in Bahrain and 
enjoy continued hospitality 
but, more importantly, to 
generate some meaningful 
data for the season ahead.

All teams are awaiting 
upgrades that will be tried 
and tested yet the teams are 
also hoping to learn more 
even about the earliest 
version of their cars. It is a 
subject of great debate within 
F1 as to why they do not 
come to Bahrain for the pre-
season tests when conditions 
are perfect, as opposed to 
testing in Europe where 
sessions are conducted in the 
cold and frequently wet. Of 
course, the reason is cost yet 
surely a better balance can be 
found.

Bahrain has also developed 
a reputation for networking 
and the completion of 
business deals – while they 
have perhaps not returned 
to the levels seen several 
years ago, with international 
journalists finally focusing 
exclusively on the racing 
then that will return.  

Representative of the 
kingdom’s expertise off-track, 
Bahrain was also hosting a 
visiting contingent of marshals 
from Baku who were here to 
receive training. While much 
is made of the volume of in-
bound traffic that accompanies 
F1’s circus, none of this would 
happen without the thousands 
of local volunteers who make 
the event as successful as it is.

I’ve always been a fan of 
F1 and love to see the action 
on TV and listen to the expert 
commentary. However, I’m 
now convinced that nothing 
beats getting down to the 
track as there is so much that 
even the latest advances in 
technology cannot replicate.

Judging by the increased 
numbers it appears that even 
the younger generation of 
Bahrain residents believes the 
same.

l See Pages 12 & 13 

PIT WALK: Three-day ticket holders flocked to capture a glimpse of life behind-the-scenes of Formula One

By ABU GEORGE 
abu.george@gulfweekly.com
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HAT-TRICK HERO
ALL MINE: Vettel celebrates his win in Bahrain on the podium and, below, from left, flashback to his race victories in 2012 and 2013

THE look on Ferrari’s ace 
driver Sebastian Vettel’s 
face shows just how happy 

he is to have won the 2017 
Formula One Gulf Air Grand Prix, 
recording a third glorious victory 
in Sakhir, writes Stan Szecowka.

The German, bidding to become only 
the third driver to win five or more 
championships in the sport’s long 
history, looked at the sky as fireworks 
greeted his 44th career victory. 

“It was a really great day,” Vettel 
said. “I don’t know what to say. The 
last half of the in-lap with all the 
fireworks and the track was all lit up – I 
just love what I do – and I can’t find 
any words.”

This race also removed any lingering 

doubt that the threat to Mercedes’ 
recent dominance by Ferrari is genuine, 
as Vettel moved seven points clear at 
the top of the F1 standings with victory 
from third on the grid.

Lewis Hamilton, who was slicing 
seconds from Vettel’s lead despite a 
five-second time penalty, ended up 
second, with his team-mate Valtteri 
Bottas, who started on pole, third.

The win was Vettel’s second of the 
season after the world champion of 
2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 during 
his Red Bull days won the opener for 
Ferrari in Australia. His 44th win lifted 
him to 68 points, with Hamilton second 
on 61.
l See Pages 1, 2, 10, 11, 12, 13, 

14, 22 & 23.
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MCLAREN’S miserable 
Formula One campaign 
reached its nadir at 
Sunday’s Bahrain Grand 
Prix as one car failed 
to start and the other 
did not finish … but the 
team’s fortunes could 
soon change thanks to 
innovative technology 
which they trialled 
for the first time last 
weekend.

The team printed race-
ready’ parts for their 
McLaren MCL32 car in 
order to quickly integrate 
design modifications 
and reduce its weight, 
as part of an expansion 
of its partnership with 
3D printing specialist, 
Stratasys.

The parts include 
carbon-fibre reinforced 
nylon material hydraulic 
line brackets, rubber-like 
flexible radio cables, 
brake cooling ducts and 
rear wing flaps, which 
help increase the rear 
downforce on the car 
during high speeds. 

3D printing has reduced 
manufacturing time from 
weeks to days or even 
hours, which helped the 
team during testing and 
when readying its cars for 
the race.
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Innovative 
technology 
could save 
the season


