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KEEN angler Chris 
Woodrow is 
hoping to reel 

in a new generation 
of fishing fans as he 
prepares to launch 
a book detailing his 
exploits on the world’s 
freshwater lakes and 
rivers.

The British expat will 
publish One Step Beyond in 
June - a 400-page, 32-chapter 
tome packed with glossy 
colour pictures and written 
descriptions of his favourite 
angling adventures.

The chairman of the British 
Club of Bahrain became 
hooked on the sport at the 
age of 12 when he received 
a store’s £7.99 (BD4) young 
angler fishing starter kit for 
Christmas. 

His obsession quickly 
took hold, and Chris’ search 
for the finest freshwater 
catches remains relentless 
to this day as he follows his 
passion across the globe. 
Chris, 50, said: “I started off 
fishing with my dad, who 
also had had no idea how to 
fish, so we often spent more 
time untangling line from 
trees or removing hooks 
from clothing than actually 
fishing! 

“I fell in love with it from 
the start. The challenge, the 
hunt, being outside, having a 

great time with all my friends 
… our little fishing crew 
were angling at every free 
moment we had available.”

Chris, from Southend, a 
seaside town in the English 
county of Essex, left the 

UK in 1994 and his work 
in the field of construction 
management and luxury 
real estate development has 
taken him to Nigeria, Egypt, 
Tanzania, Hong Kong, 
Philippines, the UAE and 
Europe. 

He moved to Bahrain in 
2007 to work on residential 
projects on Amwaj Islands, 

and now, a decade later, he 
is still here with his wife 
Carol, a teacher at Nadeen 
International School, and 
children, Sebastian, 14, and 
Olivia, 11, who both attend 
St Christopher’s School.

Chris’ literary career has 
involved him writing for 
nearly all of the major British 
fishing magazines, and his 

exploits have featured on 
the front cover of numerous 
publications across Europe.

Turn to Page 2
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Casting the rod worldwide  

HOME IN BAHRAIN: Chris at the entrance of the British Club 
and, above, some of his memorable catches

From Page 1
However, the book has been 

long in gestation and despite 
numerous false starts, only 
came to fruition very recently.

Chris explained: “I’ve 
wanted to write a book for 
the last 25 years. I remember 
taking three months off work 
to do exactly that back in 
1996, but ended up using all 
of the chapters in monthly 
magazine articles rather than 

one single book. 
“In hindsight, this was the 

right thing to do, as One 
Step Beyond is now much 
more rounded, with plenty 
of worldwide tales for many 
more different species of 
freshwater fish. 

“The book took a year to 
put together, working in the 
evenings, weekends and 
holidays. It’s a book of true 
adventures, it’s not a manual 

on how to go about catching 
fish, although there are a few 
pointers in there. 

“Tariq Salman and Eather 
of Bidaya Design have done 
an incredible job of putting 
the work together, the layout 
is superb and it is completely 
different to any other fishing 
book available. 

“The fact that they knew 
nothing about fishing really 
helped, giving an unbiased and completely fresh look. I 

owe them a debt of gratitude. 
Tariq also did all the hand-
drawn sketches, and they 
are great … simple but 
captivating.

“I’m particularly happy 
with all the photography it 
contains and being able to 
share the images with the 
world. I’ve been fortunate 
and had some of the most 
incredible angling adventures 
all over the planet. It’s been 
a very emotional experience, 
going through pictures, slides 
and press clippings from 35 
years ago, through to the 
present day.”

One Step Beyond details the 
trials and tribulations of his 
pioneering years carp fishing 
in France. 

There are nine chapters 
dedicated to this, which 
include Lac De Saint Cassien 
and several other high profile 
venues.

Outside of France, the 
book features chapters on 
Chris’s fishing odysseys in 
India on the Kaveri River 
searching for the mighty 
Mahseer, Spain for Wels 
Catfish, the USA, the Volga 
Delta in Russia, Nile Perch 
and Tiger Fish in Egypt, 
Romania, Hong Kong & 
China, Slovakia and Hungary. 
There are also chapters on the 
Atlas Mountains in Morocco, 
Giant Black Carp in Japan 
and the beautiful Lake Bled 
in Slovenia.

Chris also asked a few of his 
friends, some of them high-
profile names in the fishing 
community, to contribute 
guest chapters to the work. 

His proudest moment, 
recounted in the book, was 
when he finally bought his 
own 12-acre carp lake, set on a 
20-acre plot of land in central 

France, in December 2004.
He explained: “I guess it’s 

every serious anglers dream 
to own their very own fishing 
lake! We named the lake 
Lac Sebastian, after my son. 
After I signed the papers at 
the Notaire in France, and 
was handed the keys, I had 
to pinch myself as I couldn’t 
quite believe it. 

“My other finest moments 
include my first front cover of 
a major UK fishing magazine, 
the Anglers Mail in 1992, as 
this was the biggest fishing 
magazine in England at the 
time. 

“I’ve been lucky and caught 
lots of really big fish all 
around the world, including 
the Essex, UK record 
common carp of over 53lbs. 
At the time this was a huge 
fish for the UK and was part 

of a very historic haul I had 
over a two-night session. 
It was the type of trip that 
happens once-in-a-lifetime, 
when everything just clicks 
into place.”

Chris’ adventures don’t stop 
here, as he is already planning 
to go to a 15,000 acre lake 
in the Atlas Mountains of 
Morocco next year, searching 
for carp in areas that have 
been rarely fished. Who 
knows … a second book 
could be on the cards down 
the line!
l One Step Beyond will be 
available in June for BD15. 
Readers are advised to email 
Chris at chrisw7@hotmail.
com for information on 
bookstore locations, and all 
GulfWeekly readers can 
have their book signed free of 
charge.
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Call us!
3844 7588 Helpline

Visit us!
American Mission 

Hospital

Ladies, are being hurt? Or abused?

Help is available.
(domestic violence 
or sexual violence)

Open 24 hours. Free and confidential. All women welcome.
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Follow Stan on Twitter @stanszecowka

I’M a great believer that 
accidents do happen, 
bad service can be given 
and mistakes are made 
but … and, it’s a big old 
important BUT … it’s 
how these situations are 
dealt with that can make 
all the difference to your 
experience. 

Life isn’t perfect, things 
happen, of course they do, 
and usually when we least 
expect them to.

So, when we decided to 
treat our daughter to a day 
at the beach on her 13th 
birthday, we pushed the 
boat out and forked out 
for pricey day passes to 
a popular beach club on 
the island because it’s not 
every day you become a 
teenager.

There were a few niggles 
upon our arrival with only 
one member of staff trying 
to cope with an influx of 
guests, confusion over 
our lockers and a general 
lack of information but we 
eventually made it out to 
the beach.

Things were going 
swimmingly although it 
was busy and the staff 
members were noticeably 
overstretched but hey, 

the sun was shining and 
everyone was happy. 

The birthday girl decided 
to try paddle boarding and 
was having fun until she 
developed a migraine; big 
brother took over her board 
that she had rented whilst I 
tended to his crying sister. 

I quickly realised that 
sadly we’d have to head 
home when a fellow beach 
guest came running up to 
me pushing a wheelchair 
and announcing that my 
son had, had an accident! 

It’s that moment that is 

every parent’s nightmare 
and everything seems to 
go in to slow motion mode. 
Thankfully, a friend was 
nearby and took care of my 
daughter whilst I ran off in 
the direction of the beach, 
to find my son shivering, 
wrapped in a towel and 
blood oozing from his foot. 

The member of staff that 
had been operating the 
rental of the paddle boards 
hadn’t realised that it was 
our daughter’s paddle 
board that our son was on 
and had angrily shouted 

at him to get off. So, in a 
panic, our son had jumped 
off and landed hard on 
something sharp in the 
sea.

Everything happened so 
fast after that as the kind 
Italian gentleman got my 
son in to the wheelchair 
that he had fetched and 
friends gathered to help 
us in to our car as a trip to 
the hospital was inevitable 
- his foot was a mess and 
still is.

All in all the beach 
birthday treat turned in to a 
complete disaster, I recall 
another member of staff 
repeatedly trying in earnest 
to remove the beach towel 
that my son was wrapped 
in and asking for my phone 
number so that they could 
call me later - I presumed 
to see how my son was or 
maybe it was to make sure 
we returned the towel.

Were they helpful? No, 
they were absolutely 
useless! Have I had a 
follow up phone call? No, I 
have not! But to be fair, as 
I was getting in to my car, 
the member of staff did 
remind me that we could 
return up until 11pm that 
night …

Morag from 
Manama
An expat wife 
settling down 
in Bahrain

A FRIEND of the 
Whisperer who runs a 
sports venue in Juffair 
has been trying his best 
to cheer up some of his 
regular customers with 
his sparkling wit and 
banter in recent weeks. 
There were few smiles to 
be found on the faces of 
Barcelona and Arsenal 
fans … until Sunday.  
“What a difference a 
day makes!” said Steve 
George of Wembley.

Reaching the 
Champions League 
quarter-finals and 
competing to win La Liga 
would hardly constitute 
a crisis for most clubs, 
but this is Barcelona. The 
same could be said for 
The Gunners who have 
enjoyed 16 seasons in 
the Champions League 
and now have supporters 
coming to blows in the 
stands over the issue of 
coach Arsene Wenger’s 
21-year reign continuing.

On Sunday Lionel 
Messi scored his 500th 
Barcelona goal to send 
them top of La Liga 
with an injury-time 
winner against arch-
rivals Real Madrid at the 

Bernabeu and earlier 
Alexis Sanchez scored 
an extra-time winner 
against Manchester City 
as Arsenal came from 
behind to win 2-1 and 
reach a record 20th FA 
Cup Final - and an eighth 
under Wenger.

If the fans of these two 
clubs think they’ve got 
problems, the Whisperer 
believes they should 
consider life as a fan 
of Leyton Orient. The 
London’s club’s 112-
year stay in the English 
Football League has just 
ended after a 3-0 defeat 
at Crewe sealed their 
relegation.

Now that is misery.

You don’t know me; I know you, I know  
what’s being said about you. I’m the  
‘whisperer’. I am socially mobile: Arab, Brit,  
Indian, Pakistani, American and the rest, they all  
invite me and share their world with me. Not  
much gets past me but if you think it may have  
done, email me on . . .

...editor@gulfweekly.com

ANOTHER successful 
season of Spring of Culture 
comes to an end! We would 
like to thank everyone for 
being a part of the events. 
We especially thank all the 
international and local artists 
for making it so grand and 
our wonderful audience for 
attending with abundant 
enthusiasm. Bahrain was 
alive with energy this season 
because of you!

Our team is already busy 
planning the next year’s 
events. Leave us your 
feedback and suggestions 
for the next Spring of Culture 
by writing to us at info@
springofculture.org

Please note that our 
Facebook, Twitter and 

FLASHBACK: Tom Jones 
of stage during his Spring 
of Culture performance at 
Bahrain Bay

Instagram accounts will be 
inactive until the next year 
and comments will not be 
responded to. 

See you at Spring of 
Culture 2018!

The Spring of Culture 
Team.

THE Bahrain Writers’ Circle 
will be staging a number 
of events during May. 
Newcomers are welcome to 
join.

Our monthly meeting will 
take place on Monday, May 
8, at 7.30pm at Umami 
restaurant, Block 338 area, 
Adliya and the Poetry Circle 
Meeting will take place at the 
same time and place on the 
following evening.

The Bahrain Writers’ 
Creative Workshop will 
follow on Monday, May 15, 
2017 and at 7.30pm at the 
restaurant.

For information on the 

Bahrain Writers’ Circle, kindly 
contact 39574795.

Claudia Hardt,
Bahrain Writers’ Circle

www.bahrainwriterscircle.
net/

I JUST wanted to thank 
GulfWeekly for the fabulous 
prize of a pair of tickets to 
the recent Gulf Air Bahrain 
Formula One Grand Prix.
 As great F1 fans we were so 
thrilled to win the competition 
and although my husband 
and I have attended two 
previous grand prix events 
in Europe I can honestly say 
they did not compare with 
the hospitality, organisation 
and quality of entertainment 
produced by the organisers 
in Bahrain.

Well done to everyone  
concerned! I will be spread-
ing the message with my 
friends home and abroad.

Joanne McGinty, by email.
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Comic capers alive on stage
MASK Theatre 

Company’s latest 
show You’re 

a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown, with music and 
lyrics by Clark Gesner, is 
set to launch the Rivers 
Hall as a performing arts 
and event venue at the 
newly-located Inspire 
Arts Centre in Saar.

The show, on May 4-6, 
promises to be a hilarious 
take on the Peanuts comic 
strip and appeal to adults and 
children alike.  

Musical director Lydia 
Martin said: “The content 
is suitable for children as 
young as four and yet will 
also provide a great evening’s 
entertainment for adult and 
teenage audiences.”

Peanuts, a syndicated 
American cartoon written 
and illustrated by Charles 
M. Schulz, ran from 1950 
to 2000, continuing in 
reruns afterwards. It focuses 
entirely on a social circle of 
young children. The main 
character, Charlie Brown, is 
meek, nervous and lacks self-
confidence.

The cast comprises a diverse 
multi-cultural mix of local and 
expatriate talent - some are 
seasoned performers whilst 
others are taking to the stage 
for the first time.

The title role will be played 
by John Grummit who has 
been involved in amateur 
dramatics for many years 
throughout the world, including 
performances in Saudi Arabia, 
Papua New Guinea, South 
Korea and Gambia. 

John has written and 
directed his own productions 
and has played leading 
roles in Treasure Island and 
Cinderella. He currently 
works as a curriculum 
developer for Saudi Aramco.

The part of Snoopy, an 
enigmatic family dog, is 
played alternately by British 
School of Bahrain student 
Shruti Ramesh and Inspire 
performing arts student 
Yasmeen Al Saweer, who 
recently turned 19 and is 
studying web media at the 
Bahrain Polytechnic. 

ALL SET: 
The cast 
jubilant after 
a successful 
rehearsal

The part of Sally will 
firstly be played by mother-
of-two, Millie Cogswell, 
who is a regular singer with 
Inspire. Also playing Sally is 
blossoming singer and actress 
Nadeen Yateem who is soon 
to graduate from Kanoo 
School.  

Nadeen has gained 
distinction in her recent 
LAMDA acting, devised 
drama and musical theatre 
examinations. This will be 
her second appearance in 
a MASK production but 
her first time as a principal 
character.

Seasoned MASK performer 
Deema Turkomani who took 
a lead role in Cats last season 
and in Peter Pan, as Wendy, 
in 2014, will be playing the 
role of Lucy Van Pelt. She 
hopes to be the first Saudi on 
Broadway. 

Playing alongside Deema, 
and alternating as Lucy, is 

COMMUNIT Y REPORT

By STAN SZECOWKA
editor@gulfweekly.com

theatre newcomer Maryam 
Rashed Al Moosa. Maryam 
joined Inspire to gain more 
confidence in singing and 
public speaking and is 
‘thrilled’ to have stepped out 
of her comfort zone and into 
a principal role. 

The part of Schroeder is 
taken by Cats star Ben Wall 
who will lead the cast into a 
magnificent romp about the 
merits of composer Ludwig 
van Beethoven. 

Alongside Lydia, the 
production team is made 
up of singer and actor 
Patrick Wall (Director), 
who is also playing the part 
of Linus, Olga Garland 
(Choreographer), Carole 
Wall (Producer) and Susan 
Severaid (Set and Costumes 
Design).

Tickets for You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown, are 
available from Al Osra, 
Saar, the Inspire Arts 
Centre or online at www.
inspirebahrain.com

The show opens next 
Thursday at 7.30pm with 
a matinée and evening 
performance on the following 
day at 2.30pm and 7.30pm - 
with a Saturday performance 
at 6pm. Tickets cost BD8 
and BD6 for children under-
12. Call 39047734 for more 
information.

The Charlie Brown team 
will also be performing at the 
Isa Cultural Centre next to 
the Grand Mosque in Juffair 
tomorrow. Entry is free and 
the event starts at 6.30pm.
l Leisure Guide: Pages 8 & 9
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Alosra Supermarket
Rock Melon Australian per kg- 

BD1.525
Blueberry per pack- BD0.695
Toffee Crisp Cookies 55g- 

BD0.485
Beef Burger per kg- BD3.995
Danish Blue Cheese per kg- 

BD5.990
Chocolate Lover’s Cake/kg- 

BD5.625
New Zealand Lamb Hind Shank 

/kg- BD5.595

Jawad Supermarket
Bahlsens Pick Up Biscuits 

140gm- BD0.650
Heinz Ketchup Squeeze 

2x14oz- BD1.650
Paseo Facial Tissue 5x150’s 

4+1 free- BD1.500
Kraft Cream Cheese Original 

Squeezee 2x440g- BD2.675
Dambert Franchipane 200g s/p- 

BD0.800
Italian Etna Cracked Olives kg-

BD7.100

Al Jazira 
Supermarket Zinj 

Churchills Magic Tin with Tof/Fu 
400g- BD4.600

Churchills Orchard Tin/Bonbons 
200g- BD3.300

Churchills Flwr Tin/Fruit Drops 
300g- BD3.300

Lina Oasis Mixed Dates 400g- 
BD3

Lina Oasis Saqea Fakher 400g- 
BD3

Lulu Sanabis 
Rubicon Juice 1ltr Assorted/pc- 

BD0.690
Bega Mild Cheddar Cheese/kg- 

BD2.600
Spanish Olives Green & Black/

kg- BD1
Beez Natural Honey 340gm 

2pcs- BD1.250
Al Arabi Vegetable Oil 1.8ltr 

2pcs- BD2.395
Mohsen 21 Basmati Rice 20kg- 

BD11.890

An holistic home shopping experience
HOME Centre, the largest 
home retailer in the Middle 
East, has introduced new 
‘Living’ and ‘Sleeping’ 
categories, aimed at offering 
customers an ‘holistic home 
shopping experience’. 

Each category comes 
complete with a range of 
distinctive furniture and home 
accessories for customers 
to choose from to style the 
interiors of their homes, all 
competitively priced. 

With a pallet of more 
than 300 imaginative living 
room ideas and a selection 
of eclectic furniture to help 
create designer spaces, Home 
Centre’s Living Showcase 
also shines the spotlight on the 
contemporary modular and 
highly-versatile Signature sofa, 
available in nine distinctive 
colours. 

Home Centre’s Sleeping 
Showcase pays tribute to the 

significance of bedrooms in 
relieving the stress of a long 
day. The day starts and ends in 
the bedroom, and this showcase 
is all about enabling customers 
to personalise the space with all 
the elements of comfort needed 
to help them relax, rejuvenate 
and create a soothing space for 
themselves at home.

Médéric Payne, CEO of 
Home Centre, said: “We are 
pleased with the new Living 
and Sleeping showcases, 
which we are confident will 
provide our customers with 
a holistic solution for their 
spaces. The introduction of 
category-themed offerings is a 
testament of our commitment 
to consistently innovate 
in delivering best-in-class 
products at competitive prices.”

Check out the new range at 
the popular mall stores in City 
Centre Bahrain and Oasis Mall, 
East Riffa.

CONSTRUCTION on 
a massive ‘family-
centric’ mall is 

underway and its developers 
promise an array of new 
retailers currently not 
available in the kingdom 
amid a range of interactive 
entertainment facilities for 
the entire family to enjoy.

The 125,000sqm BD52m Mall of 
Dilmunia in Muharraq is scheduled 
to be completed with 220 stores 
and open for business and pleasure 
by October 2019.

Shaikh Mohammed Bin Duaij 
Al-Khalifa, CEO of Dilmunia 
Mall Development Company, said: 
“We promise to include a variety 
of retailers that are yet to enter the 
Bahraini market and to develop a 
quality entertainment, leisure and 
retail destination which adds value 
to the mall’s tenants and guests.” 

One of the main family 
entertainment features includes 
a spectacular 7m wide and16m 
high cylindrical aquarium with 
aquatic life that will mesmerise 
visitors from each level of the 
mall. Families can pet and feed the 
fish and learn about the different 
species. 

There will also be a state-of- 
the-art large indoor ice rink built 
on the first floor and three more 
entertainment concepts yet to be 
revealed.

Details of the project were 
unveiled at a launch conference at 
the Capital Club on Sunday where 
Shaikh Khalid bin Mohamed Al-
Khalifa, chairman of Dilmunia 
Mall Development Company, 
welcomed dignitaries, invited 

guests and members of the media. 
The shopping complex will also 

feature rooftop cafes, food and 
beverage outlets, two atriums. 
The Mall of Dilmunia’s open-
air sky terrace will also allow 
visitors to take in the ‘breathtaking 
view of the island of Muharraq’. 
“The terrace is to also include a 

beautiful mosque, which further 
emotes a balanced representation 
of Islamic family values, culture 
and lifestyle,” added Shaikh 
Mohammed.

The larger part of the crescent-
shaped mall will be overlooking 
the grand canal of the island and 
the promenade will feature other 

food and beverage outlets spilling 
out directly to the canal side. 

The ground floor of the West side 
of the mall will have a 70m long 
stretch called the boulevard which 
will imitate a European old town 
with cafes and boutiques. 

A multi-level car park will have 
space for more than 1,200 vehicles. 

The main contractor for the 
project is Cyprus Cybarco 
Tabet JV and the international 
architectural design is by DP 
Architects. The contractors have 
begun mobilising resources on site. 
The company has also appointed 
PDA, one of the world’s leading 
architectural firms in designing 
shopping malls. Mazen Al Umran 
Engineering Consulting has been 
selected as project consultants and 
DG Jones as project managers and 
cost consultants. 

The mall will be situated in the 
1,250,000sqm man-made island 
of Dilmunia which is managed by 
Ithmaar Development Company.

SCENIC ROUTE: Mall of Dilmunia’s 
proposed canal view

ARTIST’S IMPRESSION: A bird’s eye view of the planned Mall of Dilmunia 

LAUNCH EVENT: Shaikh Khalid, 
Mohammed Khalid Al Sayed, 
Ithmaar Development Company’s 
CEO and Shaikh Mohammed

BD52m mall plans unveiled
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Your guide to the best in-store deals of the week 

Email your gadget stories to editor@gulfweekly.com

Techtronic         Specials
GADGETS OF THE WEEK

What is it called? Somnus 
What does it do? The Somnus’ Smart 
Wake Up programme detects when you have 
entered your light sleep cycle and wakes you 
up at your highest possible energy level. It will wake you 
using a combination of simulated sunrise, morning music 
and negative ions to wake you up smartly and gently. 
Visit www.amazon.com
Cost: BD60

What is it called? Desktop Drum Kit
What does it do? This kit is ideal for 
every wannabe drummer whose dream of 
becoming a rockstar is currently on hold 
whilst tied to a desk job. This classic drum 
kit comes complete with all the rock drum accessories you 
will need, with two snare drums, a cymbal and a pair of 
drumsticks.
Visit www.amazon.com
Cost: BD5

What is it called? Telescopic Selfie Stick
What does it do? Allows you to take a massive 
group ‘selfie’ without cutting everyone’s heads 
off. Integrated with a button which allows you 
to remotely take photographs, this gadget needs 
no Bluetooth, pairing or batteries. Simply plug your 
smartphone into the headphone socket, strike a pose and 
click the stick!
Visit www.amazon.com 

Item Description Location Price

1 Air Conditioner Nikai Window Air Conditioner, model no (NWAC 18031), 

1.5ton, 18000 BTU, free delivery installation.

Gajria Electronics BD110

2 Washing Machine LG Front Loading Washing Machine (FH4U2TDHP5N), 8kg 

washer, 5kg dryer, true steam.

LG, Sehla showroom BD270

3 Laptop Gaming Laptop (ASUS FX553), intel core i7 7700HQ 3.8 GHZ, 

12GB RAM, 1TB hard disk, 4GB GTX 1050 dedicated graphics, 

15.6-inch FHD screen, Bluetooth, WIFI, Webcam, DVD, 

Windows 10 OS.

Sharaf DG BD444.990

4 Laptop HP 10-P000ne Pavilion X2 Detachable Laptop, intel atom 

X5-Z8350 processor, 2GB Ram, 32GB SSD, 10.1-inch touch 

display, WIFI, Bluetooth, dual camera and Windows 10.

Home Electronics Now 

BD89.990,  

was 

BD114.990      

5 Camera Compact Camera with a telephoto lens. The Nikon A900 - 

20MP 1/2.3-inch BSI CMOS sensor, Nikkor f/3.4-6.9 ED lens, 

24-840mm (35mm equivalent), 3-inch 921k-dot tilting LCD, 

UHD 4K video recording at 30 fps, Bluetooth (BLE), Wi-Fi, 

NFC connectivity, ISO 3200, 7 fps continuous shooting, with 

remote control via smartphone or tablet. 

Ashrafs BD179

6 Video Camera GoPro Camcorder Hero5 Session. Lulu Hypermarket BD116.990

STRENGTHENING 
its foothold in 
Bahrain, global hotel 

management company Swiss-
Belhotel International (SBI) 
will triple its inventory of 
rooms in the kingdom this 
year with the opening of two 
new hotels already under 
development. 

Grand Swiss-Belresort Seef, a 
189-key five-star luxury resort, will 
be ready by the last quarter of the 
year and there is a new residential 
property in Juffair in the final 
stages of being branded as Swiss-
Belresidences which will open 
doors in December. 

These two new properties will be 

joining the existing award-winning 
Swiss-Belhotel Seef that has 
contributed to the group’s ‘strong 
reputation’ in Bahrain and received 
several accolades including the 
‘Best 4-Star Hotel in GCC’ at the 
recent Food & Travel Awards.

Gavin M. Faull, chairman and 
president of Swiss-Belhotel 
International, said: “We are pleased 
to expand our footprint in Bahrain 
where we have enjoyed great 
success with our flagship property 
Swiss-Belhotel Seef. 

“The new developments are 
in line with our multi-brand 
growth strategy and reinforce our 
commitment to Bahrain where we 
continue to see a strong demand. 

We look forward to a long-term 
partnership with our valued owners 
and associates.”

Bahrain is making significant 
investment into its tourism-related 
infrastructure, including a $1.1 
billion airport expansion, and the 
kingdom also has plans to expand 
its current exhibition centre to 
accommodate large-scale events 
across all categories. The annual 
grand prix and testing sessions 
continue to grow in popularity and 
fill hotel rooms with F1 drivers, 
their support teams as well as 
visiting fans.

Speaking at this week’s Arabian 
Travel Market in Dubai, Laurent 
A. Voivenel, Swiss-Belhotel 

International’s senior vice president, 
operations and development for 
the Middle East, Africa and India, 
added: “The tourism industry in 
Bahrain is growing rapidly with the 
kingdom expecting to welcome 15.8 
million annual visitors by 2018. 

“This has significantly pushed 
the demand for quality hotels. 
We understand the needs of our 
customers and are confident 
both Swiss-Belresidences Juffair 
and Grand Swiss-Belresort Seef 
will perfectly complement our 
existing hotel in Bahrain, as well 
as supporting our wider expansion 
plans and growth strategy in the 
region as a whole by diversifying 
our product offering.”

THE importance of the 
region to a hospitality 
giant’s ambitious expansion 
plans, which includes new 
properties in Bahrain, has 
been outlined this week by 
company executives.

Hilton Worldwide boasts 
more than 21,000 rooms in 
its pipeline across the Gulf, 
16,000 of which are already 
under construction and 
scheduled to open before 
2020. 

They include the 
DoubleTree Suites by 
Hilton Bahrain – Juffair, 
currently set to open in the 
middle of next year. The 
DoubleTree Suites by Hilton 
Bahrain Dilmunia Island, 
which will be located at the 
Dilmunia Island project, 
under development off the 
kingdom’s coast, will follow 
later.

Carlos Khneisser, Hilton’s 
vice president, development, 

Middle East, North Africa 
& Turkey, said: “Our active 
pipeline of 16,000 rooms 
under construction in the 
GCC is more than double 
the number of our nearest 
competitor. 

“The deals we are 
signing are not just there 
on paper, they are quickly 
progressing through design 
and construction. The value 
we drive for our owners 
facilitates the speed of this 

growth as owners want to 
come back for more. Sixty 

per cent of the hotels in our 
pipeline are being developed 
together with existing Hilton 
owners and our team look 
forward to progressing further 
projects.”

The proposed 350-room 
hotel in Juffair will be a five-
star property surrounded by 
cafes, shops and restaurants.

The project at Dilmunia will 
have 237 serviced apartments. 
Called DoubleTree Suites 
by Hilton Bahrain Dilmunia 

Island, it will offer a mix of 
studio, one and two bedroom 
apartments. Guests will be 
able to choose from three 
dining outlets including an 
all-day dining restaurant, a 
lobby café and a pool café. 
Leisure facilities will include 
an outdoor swimming pool, 
a spa, health club and salon. 
For business guests, the 
hotel will offer four meeting 
rooms, a boardroom and a 
business centre.

All set for triple triumph

Juffair property earmarked for opening next year as group expands
EXPANDING FOOTPRINT: Delighted 
senior VP Laurent

REGIONAL FOCUS: VP Carlos 
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Today (April 26)
The Gulf Property Show will 
take place at the Bahrain 
International Exhibition & 
Convention Centre until 
tomorrow. It is open from 
10am-9pm and features 
numerous exhibits from 
a plethora of property 
companies.

Gulf Hotel Bahrain Convention 
& Spa’s Royal Thai, which was 
voted Best Thai Restaurant 
by the recent Food and Travel 
Awards, is hosting a Thai 
Festival with entertainment 
until Friday.

An interactive exhibition is 
being held at the Bahrain 
National Museum highlighting 
Bahraini-British relations. The 
exhibition runs until end of 
August.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain is 
staging a steak night every 
Wednesday from 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant. 
For more details call 
17531122.

Thursday (April 27)
The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
is offering customers a 
chance to celebrate special 
days at Cantina Kahlo with 
a complementary drink, 
chocolate cake and dedicated 
birthday song from its Mexican 
trio. A valid ID with date-of-
birth is required.
For further details call 
17586499.

Le Meridien Bahrain City 
Centre will be hosting a 
seafood buffet from 6.30pm-
11pm. The price is BD20 net, 
inclusive of soft drinks, and 
BD34 net, inclusive of a free 
flow of select beverages. 

Al Areen Palace & Spa has 
unveiled a new menu at its 
Saffron restaurant for lunch 
from 12pm-3pm on Thursdays 
and Fridays and dinner from 
7pm-11pm, daily except for 
Tuesdays. 
For more details call 17845000.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain is 
hosting a seafood night every 
Thursday from 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant. 
For more details call 
17531122.

Friday (April 28)
Today and tomorrow at the 
Marina Plaza, fashion designer 
and entrepreneur, Deborah 
Henning, will hold her second 
two-day educational workshop 
for aspiring regional designers.
Her workshop, ‘Starting Your 
Own Fashion Label and 
Building Your Business Plan’ 
has been designed to offer an 
engaging step-by-step guide 
to setting up a fashion label in 
the Middle East. 
For more details visit www.
deborahhenning.com/course

Every Friday from 12pm-4pm 
there is a brunch at Downtown 
Rotana’s Flavours on 2. There 
are live cooking stations 
and beverages as well as a 
saxophonist. The brunch is 
BD26++ including selected 
beverages and BD21++ 
including soft drinks and 
juices. Three will also be all-
day free pool access and free 
valet parking. 
There is a children’s room 
filled with toys and games for 
all ages. Tickets for children 
aged between six and 12 are 
half price and those under six 
eat for free.
For details, call 13119999 or 
email flavours2.downtown@
rotana.com

The Bahrain’s Bay Kitchen 
at the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is hosting a 
Friday Brunch from 12.30pm-
3.30pm with five food stations 
serving Arabic, Western, 
Indian, Japanese and Chinese 
delicacies. Priced BD37++ 
with selected beverages and 
BD27++ with soft drinks and 
juices.

CUT by Wolfgang will also be 
offering its CUT Brunch every 
Friday from 12.30pm-3.30pm. 
The price is BD29++ inclusive 
of soft drinks, BD39++ 
inclusive of select beverages 
and BD49++ inclusive of 
sparkling drinks. 
For reservations call 
17115044.
• See Eating Out: Page 11

ART Rotana Hotel & Resort 
in Amwaj Islands is hosting 
a Cafe Del Mar World Tour 
Beach Party from 2pm to 
midnight with top Ibiza DJs 
Deep Josh, Felix Da Funk, 
Luis Garcia and Franco Botto.
Entrance costs BD20.

Le Meridien Bahrain City 
Centre will be hosting its 
‘Sweetest Brunch’ from 
12.30pm-4pm. The price is 
BD18++ inclusive of soft drinks 
or BD30++ inclusive of a free 
flow of select beverages. Book 
for 10+ people and receive a 
20 per cent discount. 

Crowne Plaza, Bahrain 
is hosting an Absolutely 
Fabulous Friday Brunch from 
12.30pm at BD35 net per adult 
and BD12.750 net for children 
aged from seven to 12. A 
‘Brunch After-Party’ starts from 
4pm at The Patio and entrance 
is free. 
For more information call 
17531122.

Royal Golf Club’s Jazzy 
Brunch takes place at Links 
restaurant every Friday from 
12pm-4pm. The price is BD30 
net per person inclusive of 
unlimited selected beverages 
and features a musical 
performance from Ahmed Al 
Qasim’s Jazz Experience.

It is also serving ‘Traditional 
Roasts with Trimmings’ every 
Friday and Saturday. The price 
is BD10 net per person. There 
is also a three-hour unlimited 
beverage package priced at 
BD15. 

The latest edition of Trib 
Fest is taking place at the 
Bahrain Rugby Football Club 
in Janabiya. The event will run 
from 10am-10pm and tickets, 
priced BD16 for adults and 
BD8 for children aged 12 and 
under, are available from  
www.tribfestbh.com or from 
the club’s reception. 

Saturday (April 29)
The annual Colours of Life 
Poetry Festival, organised by 
the Bahrain Writers Circle, 
takes place today at JJ;s 
Music Hall, Adliya. 
Doors open at 7pm, entry is 
free.
The event will feature 17 local 
and international poets under 
the theme Darkness to Light.  

American jazz and soul singer 
Karen Edward will perform 
at the La Fontaine Art Centre 
as part of Gulf Jazz Festival. 
Doors open at 6.30pm and 
entry is BD20.
For more information visit 
www.lafontaineartcentre.net/
events/upcoming.html or call 
17230123.

The Anghamm Brunch is 
available every Saturday 
at the Tapas and La Mer 
restaurant at Sofitel Bahrain 
Zallaq Thalassa Sea & Spa. 
It costs BD25 net inclusive 
of soft drinks and BD29 net 
with selected beverages. To 
reserve a table call 17636363.
 
Sunday (April 30)

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
is staging a Thali Business 
Lunch every Sunday to 
Thursday from 12pm-3pm at 
Nirvana. The price is BD9++ 
per person.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
is staging an FBI night 
every Sunday Night at The 
Harvesters & Terrace and 
Tracks Sports Bar from 9pm-
1am. Drinks are 50 per cent off 
for employees of the food and 
beverage industry. 
For more details call 
17531122.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain is 
hosting a set menu Business 
Lunch at Waves Seafood 
Restaurant every Sunday to 
Thursday from 12pm-3pm. 
The price is BD8 net per 
person for two courses and 
BD10 NET for three courses. 
For more details call 
17531122. 

Monday (May 1)
Crowne Plaza Bahrain stages 
a French Night every Monday 
at La Mosaique restaurant 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY

ART Rotana Amwaj Islands is hosting 
the work of Amal Al Bulooshi under its 
‘Seasons of ART’ initiative, which aims to 
provide budding artists with a platform to 
exhibit their works and maximise exposure.  

“Each piece of art has a meaning of 
its own, a different story and a different 
perspective,” said the 23-year-old artist 
and interior designer. “I try to present art 
in various forms with the aim of reaching 
different types of people.” 

Amal’s work went live at ART Rotana this 
week and will be kept on public display 
throughout the month.

“Our aim with this project is to stimulate 
the local arts scene and encourage 
investment as well as help nurture the next 
generation of Bahraini artists,” added the 
hotel’s GM Lillian Roger. 

DANCE the night away at Sofitel Bahrain 
Zallaq Thalassa Sea & Spa’s Fly Me to…
St. Tropez Beach Party on May 4 from 
6pm until after midnight. 

The event is headlined by UK DJ Natalie 
Brogan and celebrity DJ David Guetta and 
will be the first in a series of themed beach 
parties to hit the shores of the resort. 

Ticket price is BD38net inclusive of five 
selected beverages and beach bites.

For details, visit www.sofitel.com

from 7pm. The price is 
BD14.441, not inclusive of 
drinks.
For more information call 
17531122. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
is staging ‘Social Media 
Mondays’ at the Kahlo Club 
from 7pm-9.30pm. There 
is an a la carte menu and 
customers are eligible for one 
complimentary drink if they use 
the hashtag #catinakahlobh 

ART Rotana is holding a 
Desi Dish Night at Choices 
restaurant, featuring a variety 
of aromatic curries. It takes 
place every Monday with 
buffet packages starting at 
BD15 net per person from 
7pm-10.30pm. 

For more information contact: 
fb.art@rotana.com or call 
1600011.

Tuesday (May 2)
The Gulf Hotel’s popular 
poolside event, The Gulf Night 
Out, is back. Taking place every 
Tuesday, it features cuisines 
from the hotel’s various outlets 
and live cooking stations. 
It will also feature live 
performances from the 
Lebanese restaurant Zahle’s 
entertainers. The price is 
BD19++, and the buffet starts 
from 8pm. 
For more details and 
reservations, call 17713000.

Teatro Downtown at 
Downtown Rotana is staging 
a Sushi and Sax Night every 

Tuesday from 6pm-10pm. 
Enjoy a free flow of Sushi & 
Maki while a saxophonist plays 
on for BD15++.
For details, call 13119999 or 
email fb.downtown@rotana.
com

Renowned chef-restaurateur 
Vineet Bhatia, three times 
awarded a Michelin star, is 
back in Bahrain at the Gulf 
Hotel from today until May 
6 and will also be hosting a 
cooking class on the last day.
For further information, 
menu details and prices, call 
17713000.

‘TRANSCEND’, an evening 
with artist Taline Temizian, will 
take place on from 6-9pm at 
La Fontaine Bahrain.

A designer sale is being staged at the 
Bahrain Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals’ (BSPCA) thrift shop. 
‘Pre-loved’ and new designer items such 
as handbags, shoes, accessories and 
jewellery, books and many other luxury 
goods will be on offer at discounted prices. 

All proceeds will go towards running 
the charity’s Animal Welfare Centre. The 
one-day-only sale will take place on May 
6 from 1pm-5pm, at 6 Busheiri Gardens in 
Budaiya. 

For more information, call 17593479 or 
visit www.bspca.org

THE Bahrain Yacht Club in Sitra is hosting 
a Beachball 2017 extravaganza on May 6 
from 11am onwards. Entrance is free for 
members and 500 fils for members of the 
public.

A St Christopher’s Charity Breakfast will 
take place on May 8 at the Ramee Grand 
Hotel, Seef. It will feature an auction 
on various items and art pieces, live 
entertainment, and a buffet. 

It will take place from 9am-12pm and 
tickets cost BD15. For more information, 
call 39445156 or 39461919. 

THE Indian Club May Queen Ball will take 
place at the club’s premises in Gudaibiya 
on May 18. Models of different nationalities 
will compete for the title of ‘The Indian Club 
May Queen 2017’.

Further details can be obtained from the 
club or by calling 17253157. 

THE Summer Biathlon swim and run, 
organised by Adnan Sport Events 
Management, will be held at the ART 
Rotana Hotel & Resort Amwaj Islands on 
May 19 at 4pm.

The event aims to raise funds for Bahrain 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Patients Society. 

For details, contact Adnan Aljaber on 
39132101 or email adnan@adnanevents.
org / adnan.alqassab@gmail.com

A boutique sale will take place on May 
20 from 11am-2pm at the Dilmun Club in 
Saar. Entrance is 500 fils and all proceeds 
will go to The Dogfather’s Rescue and 
Rehabilitation Centre.
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RAMADAN NIGHTS
DURING the Holy Month, the Crowne 
Plaza Bahrain will host its Ghabga event 
in its Conference Centre, complete with a 
traditional Bahrain village ambience with 
specialised menus. Corporate events can 
also be staged for guests ranging from 30 
up to 1,000 with private accommodation 
available.

There will also be a lavish Iftar buffet 
with a selection of traditional Arabic 
specialties served daily at La Mosaique 
restaurant. The hotel will donate 500fils to 
good causes for every diner booked.

For bookings and more information, call 
17531122.

SOFITEL Bahrain Zallaq Thalassa Sea 
& Spa is hosting a Ramadan Iftar and 
Ghabga sumptuous dining experience 
in its special Layali Al Zallaq tent. A 
traditional Arab band will perform from 
10.30pm-1.30am. The price is BD19++ 
per person.

For details, call 17636363.

DOWNTOWN 
Rotana is 
hosting an Iftar 
and Ghabga 
buffet at Al 
Maha Tent 
for BD13++ 
including 
Ramadan 
drinks and 
desserts while 
listening to 
music from an oud player. Then during 
Eid Al Fitr, there will be another buffet for 

BD13++ including juices and soft drinks. 
Children aged six to 12, pay half price and 
those under six eat for free. 

For details, call 13119999 or email 
fb.downtown@rotana.com

ART Rotana Hotel & Resort Amwaj 
Islands is staging a souq-style Ramadan 
Iftar at its all-day-dining restaurant and 
terrace called Choices offering traditional 
Arabic drinks and dishes from the Middle 
Eastern region. There will be cooking 
stations as well.

For the Ghabga, there will be a musical 
performance. Iftar starts from sunset 
until 8.30pm at BD19++ and the Ghabga 
is from 9.15pm to midnight priced at 
BD21++

For details, email fb.art@rotana.com or 
call 16000111.

THE Four 
Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay 
is hosting 
an Iftar and 
Ghabga buffet 
at Al Bahrain 
Ballroom for 
BD26++ (Iftar) 
and BD28++ 
(Ghabga), including a wide selection 
of traditional Bahraini fare as well as 
Lebanese, Moroccan, Indian, Turkish 
and global cuisine with a number of live 
cooking stations. Children aged six to 12 
can eat for BD12.500 and those five and 
under eat for free. 

For details, call 017115500.

AN International Labour Day 
Festival is being staged at 
the Saar Mall to support and 
thank the kingdom’s workers.

The event, which will 
be held this Friday and 
Saturday from 5pm to 
9pm, will feature a range of 
activities and games for the 
entire family to enjoy as well 
as stands promoting start-up 
businesses and other 
companies. 

There will also be more 
than 20 booths for the 
‘Bahraini productive families’ 
to showcase their handcrafts 
and goods.

Esmahan Bokhowa, Saar 
mall manager, said: “We 
are organising this event 
to honour the tremendous 
contribution of the working 
class in our country. We 
urge everyone to join us in 
appreciating, admiring and 
recognising the efforts of all 
these hard-working men and 
women. 

“We also wanted 
to promote and raise 
awareness for the many 
start-up companies in the 
kingdom which is why we 
have a number of stands 
showcasing newcomers to 
the business scene to help 
give them a boost.”

On Friday, the shopping 
complex has invited the 
Bahrain Free Labour Union 
Federation, delegates from 
Bahrain Youth Investors, 
bloggers and various 
business group families to 
help kick off the festivities. 

Businesses under the wing 
of Tamkeen’s Mashroo3i, 
which is a youth business 
initiative, will also displaying 
their products and services. 
Some of the businesses 
included are Little Pose, a 
photography company that 
will be staging a newborn 
photo-shoot session and 
Decorative Factory which 
will present its Bahrain-made 
embellished glass, metal and 
wooden pieces. They will all 

also be present on Saturday.
Meanwhile, Members of 

Parliament Jalal Kazim, 
Ghazi Al Rahma and 
Mohammed Abu Al Shouk 
will be launching the event 
on Saturday and presenting 
certificates and plaques to 
invited employees from the 
mall and municipality. 

There will also be a 
motorbike show to entertain 
visitors as well as games 
for the entire family with gift 
prizes presented by different 
tenants to be won in the 
mall.

Food and beverage outlets 
including KFC, EZ Burger, 
Natural Bites and Papa 
John’s will also be offering 
50 per cent off deals in the 
food court during the festival. 
Jasmi’s Jay the Fries mascot 
will also be entertaining 
children and the burger chain 
will be staging a buy-one 
get-one free promotion.

For more details, contact 
38877770.

ART and poetry lovers are 
invited to join painter Saman 
Sohail and writer Anushka 
Gopta this Saturday at Words 
Bookstore Café for the launch 
of their first collaborative work 
aimed at feeding the mind, 
body and soul.

What started off as a 
passion project between 
university friends sharing 
their love for watercolour and 
poetry eventually shaped 
into an illustrated dictionary 
showcasing Saman’s 
pretty prints and Anushka’s 
inspirational thoughts entitled 
Visual Words. 

The idea came about after 
Pakinstani Saman, 30, posted 
a series of her paintings 
on Instagram motivated by 
quotations and poems. Indian 
Anushka, 28, noticed that one 
of the paintings was linked to 
her piece of poetry.

Saman, who lives in Saudi 
Arabia, said: “This book is 
essentially an illustrated 
dictionary of soulful words 
from the English language. 
We have enlisted some 

beautiful words from A - Z and 
demonstrated them in poetry 
and art- a book of words and 
strokes.

“This book has slowly built its 
own story over the course of 
a year and the ultimate goal is 
always to do and share what 
we love and bring positive 
creativity to life.”

The motivation behind the 
words and artwork stemmed 
from their life experiences 
including the people they 
meet, the colours of nature 
and what they see around 
them. 

Anushka said: “I find 
inspiration in everyday life, in 
colours around me, in voices 
and faces I experience. 
Writing comes to me best 
when I travel, and explore 
novel places across the world, 
photographing beautiful 
buildings, interesting sightings 
in streets and architecture, 
and stories of the people I 
encounter.”

The duo has already 
unveiled the book at cafes 
in India and now they are 

delighted to highlight the work 
in Bahrain. Visitors will be able 
to get signed copies, chat with 
the ladies during a question-
and-answer session as well as 
pick up prints and postcards 
associated with the illustration. 

Saman added: “I am very 
excited to share the Visual 
Words experience with a like-
minded audience in Bahrain. I 
am mostly looking forward to a 
beautiful evening with inspiring 
conversations about art, 
poetry and creativity as well 
as allowing people to enjoy 
the book as much as we were 
inspired to create it.”

The hardcover is being 
snapped up on Amazon for 
about BD9.991 ($26.50). The 
girls, who are both graphic 
designers, first forged a 
friendship when they were 
classmates completing their 
Masters in branding and 
identity at the University of Arts 
London. 

The book launch will be held 
from 5pm to 7pm. 

For more details, visit www.
visualwordsbook.com

Mall celebrations for the workers

Creative collaborative book launch
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The Art of Shaving has a wide range 
of products and instruments to 
cover every man’s total grooming 
ritual. With its essential oil-based 

offerings, it creates unique, multi-
sensorial experiences through 
texture, technique and, particularly, 
aroma. 
One product that makes your beard 

look great and feel good is the ‘beard 
and moustache wax’ by Gold Dachs 
of Hungary. It gives facial hair the 
nourishment it needs to grow healthily. 

This traditional formula has been 
updated with a light vanilla scent 

for today’s facial hair fanatic. Whether 
looking to smooth out an unruly full beard 
or shape the perfect moustache, this wax 
is ready for action. 

Nothing tames a beard like regular 
use of beard oil. It will condition hairs to 
make them softer and shinier, and will 
let you pull off that visually appealing 
well-groomed and shaped look. The 
brand’s Beard Oil Classic is specially 
designed for use on all types and styles. 
The oil produces a light vanilla aroma too 
helping to deliver a pleasant grooming 
experience. It’s formulated with lightweight 
oils grape seed oil, sweet almond oil, 

bitter almond 
oil, apricot oil, 
and vitamin E.

It’s important 
to cleanse 
facial hair 
thoroughly 
and help 
remove nay 
flakes and trapped dirt. For a smoother 
and softer beard, consider a beard 
wash. The ‘Peppermint Beard Wash’ is 
a great addition to any men’s grooming 
regimen. It is enriched with olive oil and 
a touch of jojoba seed oil to create a rich 
lather to remove dirt, oil and impurities 
while naturally-derived conditioners help 
maintain shine and moisture. 
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AMERICAN 
designer Michael 
Kors’ latest 

ready-to-wear line aims 
to empower women in 
and out of the office 
by dressing them in 
curvy cuts, high-waisted 
trousers and dramatic 
dresses, writes Mai Al 
Khatib-Camille.

Entitled Transeason 2017, 
Michael combines 50s 
glamour with an 80s twist 
focusing on the likes of 
powerful women or ‘dames’ 
as he calls them from the big-
screen, including the fierce 
Katharine Hepburn and the 
sultry Kim Basinger. 

This falls in line with 
Michael’s signature style 
where femininity meets 
masculinity. His designs 
include menswear tailored 
outfits with defined waists, 
strong shoulders and military 
accents contrasted with curvy 
ultra-glam dresses and skirts 
that are cinched at the waist. 

Women can also feel 
confident to conquer 
anything in belted pant suits, 
a twill trench and boyish 

argyle knits. For a touch 
of femininity, Michael 
also added longer fit-and-
flare mid-calf length skirts 
and cropped high-waisted 
trousers. 

His timeless dresses are 
fit for any occasion in 
streamlined black and white, 
as well as metallic silver and 
gold accents. 

Graphic florals are all the 
rage as well as menswear 
checks and pinstripes and 
flirty fringes on dresses.  

Some dresses, skirts 
and trousers also include 
Park Avenue-punk chain 
embellishments and 
embroideries. 

As for the accessories, 
Michael added cat eye 
glasses for that fifties flare 
and structured bags with 
zipper and chain details. 
These details can also be 
found on satchels, pumps and 
booties. 

The models paired the 
power looks with stiletto and 
kitten heels. 

These stand-out looks can 
be snapped up at his store in 
City Centre Bahrain. 

Powerful style statements

Tips by Jalal, a fashionable man about Manama
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THERE are two 
types of people 
in this world in 

my opinion (forget 
about colour, religion 
or gender for a minute); 
those who love Brussels 
sprouts …. and those 
who don’t.

I will travel miles for 
a decent sprout and it’s 
one of the reasons I enjoy 
flying back to the UK to 
enjoy grand-dad’s festive 
fare, because he always 
piles my plate high with 
them, probably because he 
doesn’t particularly like them 
himself!

It doesn’t bother me, I’ll 
forgive him, as Brian gave 
me the hand of his youngest 
daughter to wed and he 
makes sure I get my sprouts 
cooked to perfection. What a 
great man.

I may not have to wait any 
longer, or clock up all those 
air miles, next time I feel the 
urge to partake in a bite of 
my favourite vegetable.

His namesake, Executive 
Chef Brian Becher, who 
has sprouted a beard since 
the last time I saw him, 
is dishing up the delights 
as part of the revamped 
cutting-edge brunch 
experience in celebrity chef 
and restaurateur Wolfgang 
Puck’s American steak 
restaurant CUT.

I know everyone in Bahrain 
gushes with compliments 
over the meaty marvels 
served at this acclaimed 
award-winning venue, and 
quite rightly so, but I dare to 
be different.

This will be the first 
restaurant review ever 
focused on a side dish of 
such magnificence. The 
Roasted Brussels Sprouts, 
mixed I’m convinced with 
olive oil, salt and pepper, 
were served crisp on the 
outside and tender on the 
inside and they’ve never 
tasted so fine, with miso 
aioli and shallots for added 
pleasure.

Although native to the 
Mediterranean region with 
other cabbage species, 
Brussels sprouts first 
appeared in northern Europe 
during the fifth century, later 
being cultivated in the 13th 
Century near Brussels from 

which they derived their 
name.

Friday’s serving had been 
plucked in Budaiya and 
picked up by the American 
maestro after one of his 
regular sorties to the early 
morning farmers market 
under the disguise of his new 
furry face, a very fetching 
beard according to the good 
lady wife, Kathryn.

He likes to add seasonal 
produce to his brunch 
delivery and this one works 
a treat.

The a la carte Friday 
Brunch offers an array of 
dishes ready for sharing.

My standout helping, 
alongside the Brussels, of 
course, was a signature 
fish favourite, namely Pan-
Seared Black Bass, with root 

vegetables and sesame-herb 
vinaigrette. 

This is the way to do it. 
Spend Friday afternoon with 
your loved ones in the heart 
of Manama around a long 
table filled with delicious 
homemade comfort food 
prepared by Chef Brian and 
his team. 

The marathon eating 
adventure started with 
freshly-baked goods such as 
onion focaccia and CUT’s 
homemade salted pretzel 
bread. 

My favourite was a small 
soft muffin. 

Then it was time to enjoy 
family-style starters such as 
Maryland-style Crab Cakes, 
Prime Steak Tartare on toast 
(be warned, it’s an acquired 
taste) with a kick of wasabi 

aioli and individually-plated 
homemade, fresh pasta, Stan 
Jnr’s No 1 choice. 

The main courses, and 
remember the idea is to pick, 
mix and share on the table, 
included a crispy Buttermilk 
Fried Chicken with a drizzle 
of jalapeno and honey sauce, 
CUT’s sensational Prime 
Beef Sliders in brioche buns 
and perfect Prime Filet Steak 
Frites. 

There is also the chance 
to end the meal with 
Wolfgang Puck’s original 
mouth-watering soft banana 
cream pie or his warm 
chocolate fondant topped 
with homemade ice-cream 
prepared by Pastry Chef 
Pierre Chambon in the pastry 
kitchen.

Enjoy, at most, six brunch 

items every Friday from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm priced 
at BD24, including soft 
beverages and coffee or 
BD34, including an extended 
beverage package.

For table reservations, 
contact CUT by Wolfgang 
Puck by calling 17115044.
l See Chef Brian’s 

interview with Stan by 
scanning the QR code or by 
visiting www.gulfweekly.
com or our Facebook page.

Delights beginning to sprout

DYNAMITE DISH: Brilliant Brussel sprouts and, right, Executive Chef Brian in the kitchen 

GOURME T REPORT

By STAN SZECOWKA
editor@gulfweekly.com
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MEMBERS of the 
South African 
community joined 

together once again at 
the weekend for a taste 
of traditional cooking, 
music, merriment and 
sporting fun.

Ambassador Saa’d Cachalia 
travelled across the causeway 
from the South African 
Embassy in Riyadh to join in 
the festivities and to judge a 
potjiekos cooking contest.

The annual gathering was 
staged on the Royal Golf 
Club’s (RGC) country club 
lawns close to the swimming 
pool, and attracted hundreds 
of families for the second year 
running … as well as inspiring 
one scribe in attendance to 
check out his family tree.

According to the ambassador, 
who looks after the interests 
of a growing flock of South 
African expats in Saudi, 
Bahrain and Yemen, now 
numbering around 6,000, 
although few, if any, remain 
in the latter country since 
hostilities erupted. “We work 
hard and play hard,” he added 
with a smile.

Friday’s fun-day was 
coordinated by RGC executive 
chef Paul Gindra, now wearing 
his dual role hat as director of 
food & beverages, and party 
planner Elizabeth Botha of 
Moments & Memories Events.

On stage and keeping the 
party swinging was singer 
Paul ‘Toddy’ Adams, with 
songs and South African 
dance tracks. He was flown 
over from his current base in 
Germany especially for the 
occasion.

The kingdom has a soft spot 
in his heart and he’s appeared 
in recent years at the Bahrain 
Rugby Football Club and 
Upstairs Downstairs cabaret 
restaurant. The Cape Town-
born entertainer has travelled 
extensively throughout the 
Middle East with a repertoire 
spanning from rock to reggae 
to classic jazz and his current 
album Daybreak even has a 
track entitled Bahrain Desert 
Child.

He proved his prowess as 
a charismatic compere too 
at the South African Family 
Festival, encouraging dancing 
and pulling in entries for an 
energetic bout of tug-of-war 
in a competition for men and 
another for women.

It all led up to the main event 
– the hotly-contested battle of 
traditional cooking. In South 
Africa, a potjiekos, which 
literally translated means 

Rainbow nationals enjoy family fun

‘small pot food’, is a dish 
prepared outdoors. 

Potjiekos is not really a 
stew, and most enthusiasts 
will frown upon this term 
being used, because potjiekos 
is cooked with very little 
liquid and it is not stirred. It 
is traditionally cooked in a 
round, cast iron, three-legged 
pot, the potjie, descended 
from the Dutch oven brought 
from the Netherlands to South 
Africa in the 17th Century 
and found in the homes and 
villages of people throughout 
southern Africa.

The pot is heated using 
small amounts of wood or 
charcoal. Traditionally, recipes 
include lightly-browned meat, 
vegetables like potatoes are 
added, along with whatever 
spices are needed. 

The lid is then closed and the 

contents left to simmer slowly. 
If your potjie is made 

properly you should still be 
able to see and taste all the 
ingredients separately as well 
as a delicious whole. 

And, a potjie is a social 
activity, with guests generally 
engaged in fireside chitchat 

while the food cooks, typically 
for three to six hours. 

So, you can imagine, 
there was plenty of pot-side 
conversation fuelled by South 
African beverages before the 
judges gathered to mark the 
competitors’ dishes.

Alongside the ambassador, 

PUSH AND PULL: The sporting heroes battle it out in the Tug-of-War challenge during the South African Family Festival at the Riffa Views’ golfing and leisure destination

WINNING DISH: Tasty lamb shank South African-style

TUCKING IN:  GM Stephen samples a dish

BITE-SIZE: Chef Paul tingles his taste-buds

VIP FARE: The ambassador enjoys the food

GOURMET GRUB: Editor Stan tucks in too

MUSIC MASTER: Paul ‘Toddy’ Adams entertains

COMMUNIT Y REPORT

By STAN SZECOWKA
editor@gulfweekly.com
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Rainbow nationals enjoy family fun

the panel included Chef 
Paul, who has a bit of form 
when it comes to keeping 
a score. He has acted as a 
Level Two accredited judge 
in the South African Chefs’ 
Association, of which he was 
also vice-chairman. He has 
won numerous notable awards 

during his career including 
being the national winner of 
the MLA Black Box Culinary 
Challenge, going on to be a 
finalist in the global finals 
in Dubai and winning gold, 
silver and bronze medals in 
the Culinary Olympics in 
Germany. He is also a member 

of the Chaine des Rotisseurs.
RGC general manager Stephen 

Havrillam and yours truly, as 
a regular contributor to the 
restaurant review Eating Out 
page, stepped in to assist too.

Team-mates Michael 
Goodger, a senior account 
manager, and Gavin Elliott, a 
construction manager, came out 
on top, with an exquisite tender 
lamb shank, combined with 
potatoes, onions with a mighty 
Madras-inspired seasoning, 
making up for last year’s 
disappointment when they had 
to settle for second place.

They narrowly beat a fine 
seafood dish from the West 
Coast Boys and a Team Sea 
Thai-inspired offering too in 
the runner-up and third places.

The entries were not the only 
food that scored top marks 
with the Szecowka family 

either. Other culinary delights 
being served up by Chef 
Paul’s team included Chicken 
& Potato Bunny Chow and 
Vetkoek & Curried Mince.

My teenage son, Stan Jnr, 
went for second helpings from 
one of the side stalls, of which 
there were many featuring 
everything from leather goods 
to books, and a particularly 
popular one selling loose 
helpings of biltong.

It is a form of dried, cured 
meat that originated in South 
Africa. Various types of meat 
are used to produce it, ranging 
from beef and game to fillets 
cut into strips. 

It is related to beef jerky 
in that they are both spiced, 
dried meats, however the 
typical ingredients, taste and 
production processes differ. In 
particular, the main difference 
is that biltong is typically 
much less sweet than jerky.

The word biltong is from 
the Dutch bil (rump) and tong 
(strip or tongue). 

Meat preservation as a 
survival technique dates back 
to ancient times. Indigenous 
peoples of Southern Africa, 
such as the Khoikhoi, 
preserved meat by slicing it 
into strips, curing it with salt, 
and hanging it up to dry.

Those Dutch settlers added 
their touch too to help counter 
the deadly bacterium that 
causes botulism. The spices, for 
example, introduced to biltong 
by the Dutch include coriander.

Recent university research 
tested the antimicrobial 
properties of coriander oil 
(coriander being one of the 
main spices in the most basic 
of biltong recipes) against 12 
bacterial strains, and found 
that 10 of the 12 strains of 
bacteria were killed with a 
relatively mild concentration 
of coriander oil. In the 
two strains that were not 
effectively killed, it reduced 
their growth significantly.

Young Stan went barmy for 
the biltong and reckoned he 
had developed a taste for it by 
sharing the snacks of many 
of his South African-born 
classmates in Bahrain. But 
it may have more to do with 
genetics and I later unearthed 
some fascinating facts about 
the Szecowka family’s 
Rainbow Nation roots.

My maternal grandmother 
Edith Head was born in 1900 
in London. In 1925, Edith 
married my grandfather Louis 
Lithauer who had arrived in 
the UK in 1889 from South 
Africa. 

That’s why we felt so at 
home at the festival and with 
the cuisine … it was a true 
family affair!

PUSH AND PULL: The sporting heroes battle it out in the Tug-of-War challenge during the South African Family Festival at the Riffa Views’ golfing and leisure destination

WINNING TEAM: Ambassador Saa’d and Chef Paul hand over a box 
full of prizes to Gavin, left, and Michael, right
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SWISS-BELHOTEL International has named 
Laurent A. Voivenel as senior vice president 
of operations and development for the 
Middle East, Africa and India. 

The hospitality group currently manages 
a portfolio of more than 145 hotels, resorts 
and projects worldwide and is targeting 
the Middle East, Africa and India region as a 
key growth market. 

Swiss-Belhotel has a four-star award-winning property in Seef 
and plans to open a five star property in the kingdom.

THE Gulf Hotel Bahrain Convention & 
Spa has appointed Charbel Hanna as 
executive assistant manager. Charbel, a 
former food and beverage manager at 
the property, makes a ‘welcome return’ 
and rejoins having gained a ‘wealth of 
experience within the industry’.

EBRAHIM K. Kanoo, in coordination with Michelin AIM FZE, arranged a tyre training 
session for the Ministry of Interior’s staff members at the Gulf Hotel covering specifi-
cations, technology, storage, inflation, puncture repair and road safety issues.

THE Le Meridien hotel 
in City Centre Bahrain 
hosted an ‘unlock the is-
land’ evening with a com-
bination of Bahraini and 
French cuisine and enter-
tainment hosted by senior 
management members 
and their teams.

AMERICAN Mission Hospital conducted health checks for the chil-
dren of the Down Syndrome Care Centre as part of its community 
outreach initiative. The event held over two days saw children re-
ceive basic health checks as well as vision and hearing tests. 

EBRAHIM K. Kanoo has donated BD10,000 to the Bahraini As-
sociation for Intellectual Disability and Autism. Two families of 
autistic children, along with two association members, were 
present when Ebrahim K. Kanoo chairman, Mohammed Ebrahim 
Kanoo, presented the cheque to the association’s vice chairman, 
Dr Ahmed Al Ansaari.

The association was founded in 1992 to provide services for 
special needs children. It has established a close partnership with 
Ebrahim K. Kanoo, which has been one of the largest private sec-
tor donors to humanitarian causes in the kingdom over the years.

BATELCO and the Bahrain International Circuit (BIC) have 
signed a new contract to renew their partnership for a further 
three years.

Batelco chairman Shaikh Mohamed bin Khalifa Al Khalifa and 
BIC chief executive Shaikh Salman bin Isa Al Khalifa signed the 
new contract on the sidelines of the recent Formula 1 Gulf Air 
Bahrain Grand Prix.

THE Gulf Hotels Group has donated BD1,000 to 
the Bahrain attention-deficit/hyperactivity dis-
order (ADHD) Society. A cheque was presented 
by Garfield Jones, Gulf Hotels Group’s CEO, to 
Dr Ahmed Al Ansari, the society’s president. 

The society’s primary goal is to offer support 
to those affected by ADHD and it holds educa-
tional and training programmes for carers. The 
support from the hotel group comes under its 
corporate social responsibility programme. 

ADHD is a disorder that makes it difficult for a 
person to pay attention and control impulsive 
behaviours.

LABOUR Fund Tamkeen, the organiser of the Mashroo3i youth 
business plan competition, announced that 60 teams out of 110 
have qualified to continue on to the next phase of the contest 
after successfully completing an orientation training programme.

The competition targets entrepreneurs aged between 18 to 
30. During the coming stage of the competition, the teams will 
be working ‘very closely’ with mentors from the business com-
munity for the duration of two months in order to develop their 
business plans. 

Thirty teams will make it to the next stage - the Prototype 
Phase. Their prototypes will then be exhibited during an event 
held in one of the shopping malls in July. 

Tyre training

Hotel gathering

Donation boost

Partnership renewed

ADHD help

Business plans

Health checks

New in post

Turkish delight

TURKISH ambassador to Bahrain, Hatun Demirer, was the guest 
of honour at the ribbon-cutting ceremony at Al Areen Palace and 
Spa’s Khaleeji restaurant, Saffron, to open a Turkish Food Festival, 
ably assisted by her guests, American counterpart William Roe-
buck and Palestinian ambassador Taha Mohammed Abdul Qadar 
who are fans of the fare.

The popular three-day event featured a variety of hot and cold 
mezze, as well as vegetarian alternatives and juicy meat dishes 
courtesy of guest Chef Turgut Ay who travelled from Turkey to 
assist. 

They were joined by other VIPs including Al Areen Investment’s 
CEO Dr Essa Faqeeh, hotel management, members of the media 
and guests. Various Turkish brands were showcased and live en-
tertainment provided by a traditional music group. 
“The Turkish citizens who live and work harmoniously and peace-
fully in the multicultural society of Bahrain number around 2,600 
and they are happy to be contributing to the development of the 
kingdom,” ambassador Hatun said. “The historical, cultural, tour-
ism and artistic features of Turkey are also receiving more and 
more attention from the Bahrain community.”

The number of Bahrainis and expats living on the island visiting 
Turkey on holiday has also risen substantially in recent years, she 
added.
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Education       Matters
Head teacher Chris Fenton offers classroom tips for teachers, students and parents

LAST week I wrote 
about school 
admissions and 

some points for parents 
to consider when they are 
choosing a school.

Once the choice has been 
whittled down and the perfect 
establishment has been found, 
it is still not time to breathe 
easy and start buying uniforms 
and new pencil cases, quite the 
contrary because now the work 
really begins in preparation for 
the entrance exam that sorts the 
wheat from the chaff in terms of 
the expectations of the school of 
your choice.

But why do schools have 
entrance exams? In some 
established schools on the 
island it comes down to good 
old fashioned elitism, but 
in others it is important that 
students applying will be able 
to cope with the demands of the 
curriculum that the school is 
offering.

For example, if an entrance 
examination demonstrates 
that a student is scoring below 
average in English, then it 
can be presumed that the 
student will struggle to meet 
expectations when term begins 
and that can lead to two general 
outcomes:
1) The student will lose 

confidence in themselves 
leading to a decline in 
general results.

2) The student’s behaviour will 
decline as a result of low 
self-esteem.

In both cases, if schools don’t 
offer learning support then it 
can be extremely damaging for 
children to be put in a situation 
that they can’t cope in at an 
early age since if they feel like 

they are not succeeding it can 
lead to a treacherous downward 
spiral.

This is where entrance exams 
are useful because they give 
parents an insight into their 
child’s areas for development 
which can then be focused on 
and improved in time for the 
following year’s entrance exam 
if they still want to apply for the 
same school.

On the other hand though, if a 
child doesn’t pass an entrance 
exam it can be devastating 
for them and can lead to a 
continuous worry and stress 
when it comes to school in 
general. It is, therefore, down to 
parents to manage this issue in 
a way that doesn’t create such 
drama.

If your child has been 
unsuccessful, explain it to them 
in the same manner as above 
and focus on the positives by 
demonstrating that the tests 
have shown where they need to 
work hard. 

In life, not everyone can be 
successful and often those who 
succeed are the ones who have 
put in the time to be so.  

Presenting the situation as a 
challenge to be met rather than a 
final outcome can actually help 
children to learn a very valuable 
lesson in life and once worked 
for and achieved demonstrates 
the rewards that can be achieved 
through hard work.

Love them or hate them, 
entrance exams are here to 
stay in the kingdom and whilst 
it is stress that we don’t want 
our children to be exposed to, 
they can if faced with the right 
attitude, demonstrate a mindset 
that can help them enormously 
for the rest of their lives.

PREPARATIONS are 
underway for the Bahrain 
English Language Teaching 
(ELT) Professionals 
Network’s sixth annual 
conference which will take 
place on Saturday at Bahrain 
Polytechnic.

The conference, which 
attracts more than 300 
teaching professionals in 
Bahrain, will be held under 
the theme ELT: Teachers 
as Learners. This event provides a platform 
that brings together English teachers and 
educators to share experiences and enhance 
their teaching skills. 

The conference is sponsored by the British 
Council, the American Embassy, Dar Al 
Ma’rifa English Language Centre, CrediMax, 
and Ahlia University as well as Tamkeen; this 
year’s conference strategic partner. 

Alan Rutt, the director of the British 
Council, said: “This conference is a wonderful 
opportunity for English teachers in Bahrain 
to come together and share their experiences 
and to take away new ideas that will help 
them to develop professionally. This 

professional development will 
result in improved quality of 
English language teaching in 
the classroom which will enable 
thousands of learners to achieve 
their goals and ambitions.”

Keynote speakers for the 
conference are Adrian Tennant, 
a freelance teacher trainer, writer 
and consultant from the UK, and 

Nicky Hockly, director of pedagogy of The 
Consultants-E, ELT consultant and trainer 
and author from Spain. Additionally, the 
conference will have 15 speakers in total.

 Dr Hussain Dhaif, ELT Professional 
Network Steering Committee chairman 
explained: “It is thrilling to see that this annual 
conference has become a landmark on the 
ELT scene in Bahrain. We are also confident 
that this conference will be a valuable 
opportunity for all of us to take a fresh look at 
our classroom methodology and techniques in 
order to enhance our classroom performance”.
l For more information contact the British 
Council on 17266166.

AFTER announcing a 
ground-breaking partnership 
with London South Bank 
University’s School of 
Engineering last week, the 
Applied Science University has 
further revealed that a 15 per 
cent discount will be offered to 
all first year students applying 
to the two programmes.

As revealed last week in 
GulfWeekly, there are two 
British degrees on offer 
through the partnership; B.Eng. 
(Hons) in Architectural Design 
Engineering, and a B.Eng. 
(Hons) in Civil and Construction 
Engineering. Upon successfully 
completing the programme, 
students will be awarded a 
degree from LSBU.

Dean Prof Charles Egbu 
of The School of the Built 
Environment and Architecture 

at London 
South Bank 
University, 
told 
GulfWeekly: 
“This 
partnership 
has been long 
in gestation 
and we’re 
delighted to finally move 
forward and welcome students 
on-board. We are sure this 
will be the start of a fulfilling 
relationship between our 
universities.”

In order to be considered 
for entry to the programme, 
applicants are required to have 
a Bahraini or GCC Secondary 
School (Scientific) Certificate 
or equivalent, with a minimum 
of 60 per cent GPA and a 60 
per cent in Mathematics and in 

English Language (competency 
equivalent to IELTS 4.5 or 
above).

ASU is also partnering 
with Cardiff Metropolitan 
University to share a school 
of management, business, 
and accounting and finance 
partnership.

ASU was established 11 years 
ago and has a cosmopolitan 
demographic, with staff of 22 
nationalities and a student body 
consisting of 3,000; 85 per cent 
of which are Bahraini students 
and 15 per cent expats from 
around the world.

LSBU was established as 
the Borough Polytechnic 
Institute in 1892 and has 
since developed into a centre 
focusing on vocational 
education and professional 
opportunity.

TEAM Influx swept to victory in 
the Bahrain finals of the Microsoft’s 
Imagine Cup 2017, a global technology 
competition that aims to deliver 
educational, entrepreneurial and 
employment opportunities for young 
people by acquiring critical skills. 

Held in strategic partnership 
with Tamkeen, and supported by 
partners including the United Nations 
Development Programme Bahrain 
(UNDP), Ministry of Youth and 
Sports, Start-up Bahrain and Corporate 
Hub 9 (CH9).

It took place recently at ART Rotana 
Hotel, Amwaj Islands, and acted as 
a platform for young developers of 
the country to showcase innovative, 
world-changing solutions before 
industry experts. 

INFLUX Team from the University 
of Bahrain - made up of Malik 
Jehangir Riaz, 23, Ali Inayat, 24, 
and Mohammed Hamza Zubair, 22 
- took first place for a project called 
Glare, which aims to help eliminate 
the fear of public speaking through 
technology. 

They walked away with a big cash 
prize, the promise of expert advice to 
develop their project and the chance 
to represent the kingdom in regional 
heats.

The O’LINA Team from the 
University of Bahrain came second for 
project O’LINA, a mobile application 
that offers a wide range of recipes 
with full nutritional information and a 
precise virtual tutorial on how to cook 
each meal. 

TEAM1, also from the University of 
Bahrain, took third place with project 
Kiwi, a band which takes readings 
from sensors, analyses them to help 
trainers and athletes in profiling 
muscles, monitoring workouts and 
preventing injuries.

Team Influx will go on to meet the 
region’s top talent at the Imagine 

Cup MEA semi-finals in Lebanon in 
May, on a path to compete with the 
best young innovators in the contest’s 
worldwide finals, in the US city of 
Seattle in Washington.

Dr Ebrahim Mohammed Janahi, 
Tamkeen’s chief executive, said: 
“Youth plays a key role in advancing 
Bahrain’s development. Tamkeen 
and Microsoft enjoy a long-standing 
partnership in creating and delivering 
world-class programmes as part of 
our drive to empower the young 
generation and enhance their 
contribution to the national economy. 

“We are excited to renew our 
partnership in this global student 
competition, and witness students 
unleash their creativity in Imagine Cup 
2017. The competition has become a 
national quest for Bahraini talent, and 
our youth have succeeded to surprise 
us and make us proud year after year.”

The six finalists - Influx, Anon 
Coders, O’LINA, Feminspire, Team1, 
and ARH from the University of 

Bahrain - were shortlisted to compete 
in Bahrain from 37 proposals received. 
Cash prize awards for this year’s 
competition, which marked the 
15th year of the Imagine Cup were 
BD2,500 for first place, BD1,500 for 
second place and BD1,000 for third 
place.

The panel of judges for the Bahrain 
finals to select the winners included 
Nani Butti, chief of information 
technology, Ministry of Youth 
and Sports, Mohamed Kamal, 
senior technical account manager, 
Microsoft Bahrain, Maha Al Banki, 
communications head, Tamkeen, 
Shaikh Mohamed Al Khalifa from 
the Economic Development Board, 
Mohamed Al Tawash, managing 
director CH9, and Stefano Pettinato, 
deputy resident representative, UNDP 
Bahrain. 

Influx and O’LINA were also 
selected for an ‘Incubation Award’ 
- one year of technical and business 
consultation.

JUST CHAMPION: Members of Team Influx cerebrate their success

PROUD  
PARTNERS: 
Prof Charles HARD TALK: Delegates debate

Influx of ideas steers team to success

Discount delight for  engineering students Enhancing skills at event



IT’S a golden era for animated 
movies, with Disney, Pixar and 
DreamWorks firing out quality 

productions left, right and centre. 
Unfortunately, the latter studio’s 
latest film, The Boss Baby, will not 
be joining the pantheon of greats. 
In fact, if it’s even remembered 
next week it will be a fine 
achievement.

The film focuses on a seemingly 
innocent new-born (voiced by Alex 
Baldwin) who’s secretly a business-
savvy worker for Babycorp, located in 
Heaven. It’s a paper-thin premise and 
stretches even thinner as the narratives 
proceeds to ride on the short-lived 
amusement of this one gag for the 
entirety of the run-time.

Events begin with Tim (voiced 
by Miles Christopher Bakshi), an 
imaginative seven-year-old boy living 
with just his mum and dad (voiced by 
Lisa Kudrow and Jimmy Kimmel) when 
we first meet him. 

We’re quickly taken through a tour of 
Tim’s daily life in the opening of the 
film, which mostly involves him using 
his overactive imagination to imagine 
a bath as an underwater adventure, or a 
backyard BBQ as a showdown against 
some hungry apes. Then every night his 
parents read him three bedtime stories, 
sing him their rendition of Blackbird and 
tuck him in for bed.

To Tim, this is the definition of a 
perfect life; just him and his parents. 
So when they ask Tim one night if he’d 
want a baby brother, he replies: “No, 
thanks. I’m enough,” and goes to bed 
seemingly unaware that his Mum is 
pregnant, even despite the obvious belly 
she’s sporting. 

From there, Tim’s life is quickly 
thrown into disarray by the arrival of his 
new brother, the eponymous character, 
who shows up via taxi on his suburban 
street and wears a mini business suit 
every day and night. Tim quickly begins 
to wonder if his parents are falling out of 
love with him, as they spend more and 
more time ‘raising’ their new arrival, and 
seemingly forgetting all about Tim and 
his beloved nightly routines.

There’s also a really convoluted and 
nonsensical plot involving the rival CEO 
of Puppycorp (voiced by Steve Buscemi) 
who apparently is planning on creating a 
new kind of puppy that will make people 
want to stop having babies forever. No 
one seems to bat an eyelid that this could 
be considered some form of genocide, 
or appears remotely horrified at the 
prospect.

Unfortunately, The Boss Baby is one of 
those snarky animations that desperately 
wants to appeal to parents as well as kids, 
but its snappy, pop-culture-referencing 
script feels forced to death (there’s 
a running joke about Gandalf that’s 
bafflingly unfunny). Undemanding kids 
might get a kick out of its jazzy, restless 
visual style and poo jokes, but grown-ups 
may well find themselves taking some 
impromptu nap time.

The Boss Baby runs at a breakneck 
speed, and even its pauses are stuffed 
and filled to the brim with little mini-
sequences and moments. It gets very 
frustrating and too many unnecessary 
detours ruin what could have been 
salvageable from this mess.

To be honest, the movie never stops 
feeling like a feature-length film that 
should have been one of those cute 
10-minute shorts that proceed major 
animation releases. It coasts on the 
inherent joke of its premise for as 
long as it can, failing to serve up any 
amusing results, before trying to fill 
in the rest of its running time with 
metaphors, subplots, and twists that just 
don’t make very much sense.

At its best, The Boss Baby is a 
movie about a little boy learning to 
understand that not everything is 
always going to be about him, and the 
ways he tries to fight against the harsh 
reality of that. 

The only problem is that director Tom 
McGrath handles this with about as 
much subtlety as The Incredible Hulk. 
From the man who made Madagascar, 
he should have known better than 
to pepper the film with nothing but 
noticeably subpar moments and 
emotional beats that are too complicated 
and nonsensical to ring true in any way. 

The results only become less 
convincing and increasingly more 
annoying as time goes on.

Avoid this one like a soiled nappy. 
l Showing in: Cineco, Seef II, 

Wadi Al Sail, Saar, Al Jazeera, Dana, 
Novo, Mukta A2
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Movie-loving Kristian Harrison checks out the big screen releases on show in a cinema near you

It’s a real stinker! Bite-sized trailers
Ghost in the Shell 

DIRECTOR: Rupert Sanders

CAST: Scarlett Johansson, Pilou 
Asbæk, Takeshi Kitano     

PLOT: In the near future, Major 
Motoko Kusanagi (Scarlett Johansson) 
is the first of her kind, a human saved 
from a terrible terrorist attack, who is 
cyber-enhanced to be a perfect soldier 
devoted to stopping the world’s most dangerous criminals. 
When terrorism reaches a new level that includes the 
ability to hack into people’s minds and control them, Major 
Kusanagi is uniquely qualified to stop it. 

SHOWING IN: Cineco, Seef I & II, Wadi Al Sail, Saar, 
Dana, Novo, Mukta A2

STARRING: Alec Baldwin, Steve 
Buscemi, Jimmy Kimmel 

DIRECTOR: Tom McGrath  

GENRE: Animation  

RATING: PG

98 MINS

THE FATE OF THE FURIOUS 

Unforgettable   

DIRECTOR: Denise Di Novi

CAST: Rosario Dawson, Katherine 
Heigl, Geoff Stults 

PLOT: Tessa Connover (Katherine 
Heigl) is barely coping with the end of 
her marriage when her ex-husband, 
David (Geoff Stults), becomes happily 
engaged to Julia Banks (Rosario Dawson) – not only 
bringing Julia into the home they once shared but also into 
the life of their daughter, Lilly (Isabella Rice). Trying to settle 
into her new role as a wife and a stepmother, Julia believes 
she has finally met the man of her dreams, the man who 
can help her put her own troubled past behind her.

SHOWING IN:  Cineco, Seef II, Wadi Al Sail, Saar, Dana, 
Novo

1 popcorn – stay home 
5 popcorns – start queuing

KRISTIAN’S VERDICT

Current 
Position Title

Weekend 
Takings

Gross 
to date

1 The Fate of the Furious $100M $100M

2 The Boss Baby $16M $116M

3 Beauty and the Beast $14M $455M

4 Smurfs: The Lost Village $7M $25M
5 Going in Style $6M $23M

6 Gifted $3M $4M

7 Get Out $3M $168M

8 Power Rangers $3M $81M

9 The Case for Christ $3M $8M

10 Kong: Skull Island $3M $161M

  imdb movie charts

Going in Style   

DIRECTOR: Zach Braff

CAST: Joey King, Ann-Margret, 
Morgan Freeman 

PLOT: A reboot of the 1979 movie 
that was directed by Martin Brest and 
featured George Burns, Art Carney, 
and Lee Strasberg. Three seniors, 
who are living social security cheque 
to cheque and even reduced to eating dog food at times, 
decide they have had enough. So, they plan to rob a bank 
... problem is, they don’t even know how to handle a gun! 
A social commentary on growing old in America and what 
we are sometimes driven to, due to circumstances.

SHOWING IN:  Cineco, Seef II, Wadi Al Sail, Saar, Novo, 
Mukta A2
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WIN COFFEE-FOR-TWO at crust & crema by answering this quiz question and emailing your answer to editor@gulfweekly.com
Who brought coffee to Java?  a) Dutch East India Company  b) Marco Polo  c) Muslim traders
Entries must be received by noon on Sunday. The first correct one out of the bag will win the prize and the lucky reader will be 
emailed a coupon. Normal GulfWeekly contest rules apply. The Editor’s decision is final.

Quiz winner: Reader SUNIL NIRMAL 
won coffee and cake by correctly 
answering that b) Yemeni Port City is 
the origin of ‘Mocha’ coffee.
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crust & crema
cerebrally
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8 9

10 11
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13 14
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16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

ACROSS
1. Angry (5)
4. Suppose (7)
8. Clumsy (7)
9. Writhe (5)
10. Chessman (4)
11. Elegant (8)
13. Circle (4)
14. Cabbage (4)
16. Saviour (8)
17. Stupefy (4)
20. Vigilant (5)
21. Odd (7)
22. Oriental (7)
23. Spectre (5)

DOWN
1. Unsuitable (13)
2. Awry (5)
3. Vivacity (4)
4. Abrupt (6)
5. Reasonable (8)
6. Copy (7)
7. Diversion (13)
12. Upset (8)
13. Remedy (7)
15. Diminish (6)
18. Dance (5)
19. Card game (4)

crossword break

   darn tough sudoku So you think you’re good enough at Sudoku to crack this baby?  Remember, we were the first in 
the Gulf to bring you this bit of Japanese mayhem...so we don’t kid around
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Darn Tough SudokuLast week’s sudoku

darn tough sudoku

Su
do

ku

     Solutions in next week’s issue.

Su
do

ku

Across: 3 Appertain; 
8 Sort; 9 Connected; 
10 Author; 11 Rivet; 
14 Large; 15 Tome; 
16 Realm; 18 Near; 
20 Obese; 21 Lofty; 
24 Demand; 
Down: 1 Assailant; 
2 Fraternal; 4 Poor; 
5 Ennui; 6 Ticket; 7 Item; 
9 Cover; 11 Ready; 
12 Tolerable; 13 Defendant; 
17 Mover; 19 Rotate; 
22 Tepid; 23 Lift; 
24 Dawn.

Who, What, Where, 
When:  Sir Frank Whittle; 
bird; Singapore; 1976; 
Inigo Jones; Silver Street; 
Africa; 1982.

Just So: A foot in the door, 
An afterthought, Golden  
parachute, Leicester Square 

WHO ... was the American cartoonist who 
created Batman? 

WHAT ... make of car was the time machine 
in Back to the Future? 

WHERE ... is the home ground of the 
Chicago Cubs? 

WHEN ... did Herschel discover Uranus?

WHO ... wrote the play Journey’s End about 
life in the trenches of The First World War?

WHAT ... is a guenon?

WHERE ... is the capital of Mississippi?

WHEN  ... did Francis I become King of 
France?

Last Week’s 
Leisure Solutions

just so
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Your work  
pad here ...



MCLAREN 
Automotive 
is celebrating 

the beginning of full 
production of the new 
720S supercar, with the 
completion of the ‘Job#1’ 
car.  

Finished in Glacier White, 
the car is ready to leave the 
McLaren Production Centre 
in Woking, Surrey, England, 
having been hand-assembled 
by McLaren’s craftsmen and 
craftswomen.

The move to full production 
marks the beginning of a 
new chapter in the McLaren 
Automotive story, as the 
second generation of the 
Super Series – codenamed 
‘P14’ – replaces the first 
generation, ‘P11’ model 
family that encompassed the 
original McLaren 12C and 
subsequent derivatives, as 
well as the McLaren 650S 
and 675LT.

“The new McLaren 720S 
entering volume production 
is a momentous occasion 
for McLaren Automotive, 
marking the first time since 
the company was formed in 
2010 that we have replaced a 
model family with an all-new 
generation,” said CEO Mike 
Flewitt, speaking at a short 
ceremony at the McLaren 
Production Centre to mark 
the completion of the Job #1 
car. 

“Customer interest in the 
new McLaren 720S has 

significantly exceeded our 
expectations and we are 
bidding farewell to the first-
generation Super Series in 
the knowledge that we have a 
successor that raises limits in 
the supercar segment to new 
heights.”

The first of 15 new 

McLaren models confirmed 
for introduction by the end 
of 2022 under the company’s 
Track22 business plan, 
the new 720S personifies 
the blend of extreme 
performance, crafted luxury 
and unparalleled driver 
involvement for which the 

brand is renowned. Lighter, 
faster and even more 
dynamically capable than the 
McLaren 650S, it replaces 
the new 720S is powered 
by a 4.0-litre V8 twin-
turbocharged engine that 
produces 720 horsepower. 

The result in performance 

terms is astonishing, with 
acceleration from 0-60mph 
achieved in just 2.8 seconds 
and 0-124mph (200km/h) 
taking 7.8 seconds. 

The maximum speed of 
McLaren’s new supercar is 
212mph (341km/h).

It is available to order now 

from McLaren Bahrain and 
starting from BD110,000. 
The new McLaren 720S 
can be explored in full and 
configured at a dedicated 
online microsite: http://
www.bahrain.mclaren.com/
cars/mclaren-720s or call 
80008787 to find out more. 

www.gulfweekly.com18 April 26 - May 2, 2017

THE new McLaren 720S is already 
well on the way to achieving 
cult status, joining the legendary 
McLaren P1 TM in the LEGO 
Speed Champions range of model 
cars.

The LEGO Speed Champions 
McLaren 720S, accompanied by 
a car designer mini-figure and 
design studio desk, complete with 
coffee cup, original design sketch,  
and 3D-printed model car, will be 
available to buy from June 1.  

Builders aged 7+ and supercar 
enthusiasts alike can show off their 
design skills and build this model, 
then put on a racing helmet and 
switch from supercar designer to 
racing driver! 

The imagination and complexity 
required to create a representation 
of the aerodynamically shrink-
wrapped, sculpted body shape 
of the 720S, meant that it took a 
LEGO designer a year to perfect 

and freeze the design of the new 
model. It will cost around BD8 in the 
shops.

“The LEGO interpretation of the 

McLaren 720S reflects the most 
exciting part of the design process, 
when a two-dimensional sketch is 
transformed into a physical, three-

dimensional model,” said McLaren 
Automotive chief designer, Rob 
Melville. 

“Building a model like this gives 
the next generation of McLaren 
enthusiasts a taste of just how 
exhilarating that moment is for 
designers.”  

The real McLaren 720S was 
unveiled last month at the Geneva 
International Motor Show, 
introducing the second-generation 
McLaren Super Series. 

Powered by a new, twin-
turbocharged 4.0-litre V8 engine 
developing 720 horsepower, the 
new McLaren supercar accelerates 
from standstill to 200km/h (124mph) 
in just 7.8 seconds and has a 
maximum speed of 341km/h 
(212mph).

To find out more about the LEGO 
Speed Champions McLaren 720S 
or the actual road going new 
McLaren 720S call 80007878.

GulfWeekly has 
teamed up with 
McLaren Bahrain to 
offer a prize 720S 
LEGO set in an easy to 
enter competition and 
you could be the first 
in the kingdom to own 
one.

Simply email the 
name of the other 
McLaren model it joins 
in the LEGO Speed 
Champions range of 
model cars to editor@
gulfweekly.com

The first correct entry 
drawn on Sunday at 
noon will win the prize. 
Normal GulfWeekly 
competition rules 
apply. The Editor’s 
decision is final.

WIN A SET!

KID’S PLAY: A sporty orange addition to a popular building activity

Rolling off production line

FEELING PROUD: The McLaren 
720S with the McLaren 12C at 

the production facility

Game on for a new model moment



For further details on these vacancies or for more information on our services 
please contact us on +973 17565363 or email a Word format CV to

one of our experienced consultants at  jobs@gulfconnexions.com 
For more jobs kindly refer to our website: www.gulfconnexions.com  

CFO- Bahrain
Gulf Connexions has been mandated by a well-known financial services firm with a 
presence across the Mena region as well as Asia to find a Chief Financial Officer to 
join their expanding team based in Bahrain. The ideal candidate will be responsible 
for directing & controling the financial & financial planning activities as well as 
taking responsibility for putting in place & maintaining the current finance policies 
& procedures.                                                       

Responsibilities:
• Responsible for the daily operation of the Company's accounting and financial 

functions and for significant contributions to the formulation, implementation, and 
administration of corporate wide finance related policies and Business goals. 

• Preparation of monthly, annual, and other financial reports and statements as 
requested.

• Responsible for the preparation of the Consolidated Financial statements on 
quarterly or half-yearly basis. 

• Presents on a regular basis the financial results, be these management reports or 
the audited financial statements, highlighting all variances to budget or forecasts 
with recommendation for remedial action(s). 

• Assists subsidiaries with all aspect of financial, accounting, and reporting 
requirements including frequent visits.

• Provides leadership through effective goal setting, delegation, and communication. 
Conducts regular staff meetings to ensure that personnel are well informed of 
changes in programs, policies, and procedures.

Requirements:
• Bachelor’s degree in finance, accounting, or related field or equivalent work 

experience, CPA, CMA, or MBA preferred 
• US, European or Australian trained is an advantage 
• Qualified Accountant - ACA, CIMA, ACCA, CPA - with a strong technical 

background preferable 
• Excellent relationship builder and commercially astute, comfortable partnering with 

the CEO and COO 
• Knowledge of Insurance, Banking or Wealth Management 
• Technical expertise in all aspects in all aspects of finance and accounts, including 

IFRS and IAS with regular updates according to relevant changes in regulations.

Please send Word CVs and cover letters to 
helen.opena@gulfconnexions.com Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

ALLIED 
PICKFORDS 

for your move. Professional 
Packing/ Shipping of 

household effects/ vehicles 
by sea/ air worldwide. 
Special groupage rates 

to the UK. Airconditioned 
storage facility. Contact us 

today for a survey  
and good advice. 

Tel. 17735355 / 17731752, 
email: info@

alliedpickfords.com.bh

VERMINEX 
Pest Control 

Professionals in Bahrain 
for 35 years- the safest, 
government approved 

products used. 
Tel. 17280188  

www.verminexbahrain.
com

SERVICES

CARGO

SITUATIONS VACANT

PROPERTY FOR RENT

BUSINESS BAY:
88 sq.m office, Price BD 800/- Ref. 396

JUFFAIR HEIGHTS:
2 bedroom apartment, Built-up area 112 sq.m

Price BD 750/-, Ref. AP404

BLOCK 338 - ADLIYA:
277 sq.m commercial space

Ideal for a restaurant or a café,  
Price BD 3,000/- Ref.PL146

FLOATING CITY - AMWAJ:
2 bedroom villa, Price BD 1,000/-

Ref. VI402.
  

SEEF BUSINESS CENTER:
14 sq.m office, Price BD 499/-

Ref. OF401

A’ALI:
4 bedroom compound villa

Plot area 500 sq.m, Price BD 999/-
Ref. VI400

RAS ZUWAID:
1,500 sq.m commercial or light industrial land

Price BD 1,200/-, Ref.PL380
For more information contact:   T: +973 1729 8210  

E: admin@starrealestate.bh

JUFFAIR 
HEIGHTS:

2 bedroom apartment, 
built-up area 113.3 sq.m  
price BD 90,000/- (Neg), 

Ref. AP361

EXHIBITION 
ROAD:

264 sq.m Office, Price 
BD 160,000/-
Ref: OF358

NASMAH WEST 
- JUFFAIR:

2 bedroom apartment
Built-up area 115 sq.m, 

Price BD 60,000/-
Ref: AP353

contact:   T: +973 1729 8210  
E: admin@starrealestate.bh

MARSA TRADING 
for SLOTTED 

ANGLE SHELVING, 
BOLTLESS 

SHELVING, PALLET 
RACKING, WIRE 
MESH DECKING, 

Mezzanine, 
Partitions, Bins etc. 
Contact: 66712466,

Mail: 
tradingmarsa@gmail.com 

STORAGE

PROPERTY 
FOR SALE
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Time for some Chery picking!
EXCITING times lie 

ahead for Chery, 
as it marked a 

double anniversary with 
a glamorous conference 
and multiple launches at 
the Capital Club.

Two new sedans, the Arrizo 
3 and Arrizo 5, and the SUV, 
Tiggo 3, were revealed as 
the marque celebrated its 
20th anniversary since it was 
established by the Chinese 
government, and Motorcity, 
one of the first Chery dealers 
in the GCC, notched its 10th 
anniversary of its association 
with the company. 

Chery continues to grow 
in popularity on the island 
by producing reliable, 
comfortable models at 
extremely competitive 
prices. Motorcity senior 
general manager, Dr Bijan 
Majidi, said: “The new 
Chery product line features 
innovative technology and 
numerous attractive options 
for our customers. We are 
delighted to bring this new 
range to Bahrain.”

The Arrizo 3 and Arizzo 

5 are both powered with 
a 1.5L high-performance 
and low-consumption 
engine, and available with 
automatic transmission and 
CVT gearboxes. The Arrizo 
5 has a high option which 
includes a push-button-start, 
cruise control, automatic 
climate control, electric 
sunroof, leather seats and 
multifunctional steering 
wheel.

The Tiggo 3 packs a 2L 
engine which produces 
137BHP, with a design 
philosophy of combining 
style with technology.

All three models have been 
awarded C-NCAP five stars 
for safety standards and are 
made with environmentally-
friendly materials. 

Chery has sold vehicles 
to five million consumers 
in 80 countries during its 
two decades of production, 
earning the achievement 
of being China’s largest 
passenger vehicle exporter 

for 13 consecutive years. 
All the Chery models 

are offered with five 
years/150,000km warranty 
and road assistance. The 
Arrizo 3 is available starting 

from BD3,695, the Arrizo 5 
from BD4,495 and the Tiggo 
3 from BD4,895.

For more information, visit 
the Motorcity showroom in 
Sanad or call 17621162.  

NEW ARRIVALS: Models on show and, below right, at the 
launch, Grant Bowring, marketing & communications man-
ager, Mirela Micic, marketing manager, GM Dr Bijan Majidi, 
Waleed Kanoo, chairman and Hani Essa, operations manager 

MOTORING
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com
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STAR Real 
Estate has a 
two-bedroom 

apartment available to 
rent in Juffair boasting 
views of the Manama 
skyline.

Marvida Tower is situated 
in a popular residential area 
close to the cornice, Al 
Fateh Mosque and Al Raya 
Mall.

The fully-furnished 
apartment has an open-plan 

kitchen with a breakfast bar. 
The living and dining room 
is spacious and leads onto a 
long terrace overlooking the 
area. The terrace connects 
the two bedrooms with the 
living room as well.

A large master bedroom 
features an ensuite bathroom 
and built-in wardrobes. The 
guest bedroom also has a 
wardrobe. There is a family 
bathroom too, guest closet 
and a maid’s room.

The 18-storey tower 
houses state-of-the-art 
amenities including a gym, 
swimming pool, steam and 
sauna room, squash court, 
snooker and table tennis 
hall, plus a recreational 

facility for children.
There is also a mini-

theatre, a business centre 
and a banquet hall. The 
building has four floors for 
parking and each apartment 
has an allocated spot.

FACTS AT A GLANCE
Bedrooms: 2 
Living room: 1 
Bathrooms: 2
Parking: 1
Additional information: There is an impressive 

array of recreational facilities.
Location: Juffair
Rental price: BD650 
For details on this apartment and other homes, contact 
Star Real Estate on 17298210.

Towering views over Juffair
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Royal Golf Club
Book Your Golf Online For Best 

Available Rates & Get a FREE Golf Shirt

www.theroyalgolfclub.com
T&Cs apply

Golf Weekly
Teeing off to a great read

Silver salver served 
THE Infonas-sponsored 

Watson Salver was keenly 
contested last weekend at 

Awali Golf Club with Rashaid 
Al Qatami winning the top prize 
and Nicky Park, coming in best 
overall runner-up and top lady 
player.  

Both players were delighted to 
walk away with a brand-new set of 
golf clubs presented by Infona’s MD 
Hamad al Amer and club captain Bill 
Scarth.

The Watson Salver competition 
has been played at AGC for nearly 
60 years, since 1959 when the then 
club president and Bapco Refinery 
superintendent, Noel Watson, 
presented the salver for an annual 
competition.  

Very high winds gave rise to some 
impressively high scoring, with players 
finding themselves in previously little 

known parts of the sand course. Such 
tough conditions gave rise to an unusual 
+1  Competition Standard Scratch. 
With this and the added difficulty of the 
bogey format, only six players in a field 
of 80 actually ‘beat the course’

The final results were: Overall 
Winner: Rashid Al Qutami (+3), 

Overall Runner-Up and Best Lady: 
Nicky Park (+2), 3rd Place: Essa Al 
Qutami; 4th Place: Ebrahim Al Hashel, 
5th Place: Jeff Barrett, 6th Place: 
Henrik Wessels, 7th Place: Mario 
Carangan Jr, 8th Place: Adnan Al 
Sowaidi, 9th Place: Ali Al Khowari, 
10th Place: Dave Bailey.

PROPERTY developers 
Fontana Real Estate has signed 
a management agreement with 
the Royal Golf Club (RGC) for 
a nine-hole golf course being 
created at Fontana Gardens 
Towers located in Juffair, on the 
new Saud Al Faisal Road.

Under the agreement, the 
facility will host courses for 
beginners as well as offer a 
challenge to enthusiasts. 

Fontana Gardens, owned by 
Fontana Infinity Properties, 
consists of three Towers with 413 
one, two-bedroom apartments, 
and three-bedroom apartments 
with maid service, the first of its 
kind in the kingdom.

Eman Al Mannai, general 
manager of business development 

and sales at Fontana Real Estate, 
believes the golf course will 
further ‘enhance the confidence’ 
of customers to invest in the 
project. 

“This Miniature Golf Course 
will provide a fun, family 
activity and atmosphere to the 
residents and will be another 
amenity of the property which is 
sure to be a popular attraction,” 
said Stephen Havrilla, RGC’s 
GM, who added that the club 
would be working in association 
with Fontana Gardens and 
Royal Ambassador Property in 
managing the facility.

Fontana Golf Links feature 
‘state-of-the-art artificial grass’ 
and is set to open after Ramadan, 
said the RGC.

Family Open Day ~ Saturday 
EVERYONE is invited to an open day at the Royal Golf 
Academy featuring free golf lessons and free use of the Wee 

Monty par 3 golf course, as well as plenty of games, activities 
and competitions. Saturday’s open day will take place 
between 2pm and 6pm. For details, call 17750777 ext 302.

DEAL DONE: Mannai and Havrilla 
announce golfing partnership

Co-located Events

09 – 11 October 2017
Bahrain International Exhibition and Convention Centre

Launching the Middle East Specialty Chemicals event provides a regional forum for Petrochemical 
Suppliers, Converters, Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) and potential investors to showcase, 
network, and share knowledge & experiences across the whole value chain.

Industries in focus:

Clean 
Energy 
Sectors 

Oil & Gas Packaging Automotive
Building & 

Construction 

Why ME-SPEC?
• Provides the Middle East a platform to support regional transformation to further the 
  downstream industry

• Designed to provide knowledge, opportunities and connections to all stakeholders to 
  accelerate the growth of the new industry

• Be part of a world-class networking event for all Material and Solutions Suppliers, Converters, 
  OEMs, Investors and related Governmental organizations.

• Aimed at opening new markets within the region to expand the current industrial portfolio

• Address challenges associated with such an industry and provide best practices from the 
  other regions

Steering Committee Members
Jamel Attal 
Sr. Director - Value Park 
Dow Saudi Arabia

Misfer Ali Al Ghamdi 
Operational Consultant, SABIC

Mohammad Alazzaz 
Value Park, Sadara Chemical Company

Dr. Abdoul Al-Shamrani 
Director, Business Development, 
SABIC

Dr. Anissa Bendjeriou Sedjerari 
Research Scientist, KAUST

Fuad Mosa 
GM - Local Content, SABIC

ME-SPEC 2017 Chairman

Ziad Al-Labban 
CEO, Sadara Chemical Company

Under the Patronage of His Royal Highness 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, 
Prime Minister, Kingdom of Bahrain

www.me-spec.org

ON COURSE: Awali Salver competitors in the clubhouse

New mini 
course to 
open soon
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Motor         Sport
Bahrain International Circuit – the home of motorsport in the Middle East

Testing times get the results
THE Mercedes-

AMG Petronas 
Motorsport machine 

is back on track after 
a successful couple 
of days of ‘in-season’ 
testing at Bahrain 
International Circuit (BIC) 
in Sakhir.

Brushing aside the 
disappointment of losing 
the 2017 Gulf Air Bahrain 
Formula One Grand Prix to 
Ferrari’s Sebestian Vettel, the 
Mercedes team set about to 
make amends. 

In his analysis of a Bahrain 
race that saw Vettel claim 
his second win in three 2017 
races, Mercedes team boss 
Toto Wolff reflected on what 
tripped up the Silver Arrows, 
as former world champion 
Lewis Hamilton had to settle 
for second place and Valtteri 
Bottas had to make do with 
third after securing pole 
position.

He said: “Our generator 
broke on the grid, so we were 
starting with completely the 
wrong tyre pressures on his 
(Bottas’) car and knew he’d 
be struggling. And, with 
Sebastian running second, 
there was nothing we could 
do. That opened up the 
opportunity for Ferrari to 
undercut us and they did it 
quite early.”

While admitting that 
there was some operational 
‘cleaning up’ to do post-
Sakhir, the big plus for 
Mercedes-AMG Petronas 
Motorsport was that despite 
‘enough adversity for three 
races all in one evening’, 
Hamilton’s race pace was 
strong enough to push Vettel 
hard. 

He is just seven points 
adrift in the drivers’ 
championship with the team 
still within three points of 
Ferrari in the constructors’ 
battle.

The testing sessions last 
week could not have come 
at a better time. Bottas kept 
Mercedes in first place as 
the second day of Formula 1 
in-season testing came to an 
end on Wednesday evening 
at BIC.

A day after Hamilton set 
the pace, Bottas took over 
his team’s driving duties and 
registered the day’s fastest 
lap of one minute 31.280 
seconds. He not only was the 

quickest for the day, but was 
also the busiest, as he tested 
for 143 laps.

Vettel finished right behind 
0.294 seconds off the pace, 
while Carlos Sainz of Toro 
Rosso was ranked third after 
going 0.604s slower.

Stoffel Vandoorne steered 
his McLaren to fourth on 
the timesheet with a best 
lap 0.828s behind Bottas’s 
fastest mark.

Kevin Magnussen 
(+0.840s) for Haas followed 
in fifth while Esteban Ocon 
(+0.862) of Force India 
rounded out the top six.

Ranked seventh through 
12th, respectively, were 
Daniil Kvuat (+0.933s) of 
Toro Rosso, Gary Paffett 
(+0.973s) of Williams, 
Sergey Sirotkin (+1.007s) 
of Renault, Pierre Gasly 
(+1.288s) of Red Bull, 
Pascal Wehrlein (+3.182s) 
of Sauber and Sergio Perez 
(+3.735s) of Force India.

The two-day BIC test 
marked the first of two in-
season sessions this Formula 1 
season. The other is scheduled 
for August 1 and 2.

According to FIA 
regulations, from 10 days 
before the start of the season 
to the end of the calendar 
year, the teams are permitted 

to take part in two team 
tests of no more than two 
consecutive days at circuits 
where an event has just 
taken place. These tests must 
commence no less than 36 
hours after the end of said 
event.

Silverstone was initially 
lined up to host the second in-
season group test, as in 2016, 
but this was switched to the 
Hungaroring, the final action 
before the sport’s summer 
break.

The in-season test in 
Bahrain also helped assist 
Formula 1 tyre suppliers 
Pirelli with warm-weather tyre 
development. All 10 Formula 
1 teams tested at BIC. 

Bottas is ‘determined’ to 
continue his form, as the Finn 
sealed his first Formula One 
career pole position in Bahrain 
with a scorcher of a lap. The 
fifth Finn to claim an F1 pole 
and the first to do so in almost 
10 years, he is now in the 
esteemed company of Keke 
Rosberg, Mika Häkkinen, 
Kimi Räikkönen and Heikki 
Kovalainen.

A day after securing top 
spot on the grid, Valtteri came 
home third in the race to clinch 
his second podium of the year 
and the 11th top three finish of 
his Grand Prix career to date.

Despite a superb late charge, 
Hamilton narrowly missed 
out on a second win of 2017 

to Vettel. But, by finishing 
in second, he still managed 
to jump four-time World 
Champion Alain Prost on 
the list of all-time podium 
appearances, moving into an 
exclusive second place on 107. 
Only one driver has more – the 
great Michael Schumacher, 
with a record 155.

That late charge to the flag 
also netted Lewis the fastest 
lap of the race – his second 
of the year after China. He’s 
already well on the way to 
beating the three fastest laps he 
recorded in 2016.

And the tallies keep on rising 
for the Brit too. An eighth 
straight visit to the rostrum 
– a run that stretches back to 
last year’s Japanese Grand 
Prix. He’ll need eight more in 
succession if he is to match 
his own personal high score of 
16 and a further 11 if he’s got 
eyes on Schumacher’s all-time 
record of 19.

Ferrari’s Vettel, (+2.536s), 
who was testing for Pirelli, 
was ranked ninth on day one 
and remains a thorn in the side 
of Mercedes.

For fans everywhere, there is 
the mouth-watering prospect 
of one of the most closely 
fought battles in F1 history.

FORMUL A 1

By STAN SZECOWKA
editor@gulfweekly.com

TEAM WORK: Fine-tuning at the 
Bahrain International Circuit
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Gatland’s men face the test
THERE is little 

in sport that 
generates more 

debate than the selection 
of the squad before the 
tour of the British and 
Irish Lions and Warren 
Gatland’s announcement 
last week was no 
different.

Having delivered a 
successful return from his 
last outing at the helm in 
Australia, combined with 
the improvement in form of 
several of the Six Nations 
teams, expectations have 
been raised.

That the tour is to New 
Zealand, the best team in 
the world, has raised the 
discussion to new levels. 

The number one side 
playing against a selection 
of the best individuals from 
countries currently ranking 
second, fourth, fifth and 
eighth (Wales dropping two 
places as a result of several 
narrow defeats, the final in 
controversial circumstances 
to the team they are now 
below, France).

Historically there has been 
no tougher place for a Lions 
team to tour. In 113 years 
they have secured only six 
Test wins while succumbing 
to 29 defeats. The only team 
to emerge with a series 
win was the fabled class of 
1971, led by Welshman John 
Dawes.

Gatland has again turned to 
a Welshman, Sam Warburton, 
which is an interesting choice 
as he would not be amongst 
the starters in the first XV 
selected by many pundits. 
He becomes only the second 
player to captain the Lions 
twice.

However, it does 
demonstrate the approach 
that Gatland wishes to adopt 
and his need to have this 
reinforced from within.

Much has been made 
of his decision to omit 
Dylan Hartley (who was 
born in New Zealand), 
the successful England 
captain who led his side on 
a world-record equaling 
run of 18 consecutive wins. 
Intriguingly, this is the third 
successive Lions tour on 
which the England captain 
has not been selected. In 
addition, Joe Launchbury, 
who won two man-of-the-
match awards and came 
fourth in the player of the 
tournament vote, has also 
been omitted.

However, England’s 
template for success is very 
different from the one that 
Gatland has used in the past 
and I believe that for him to 
try to emulate that would be 

DEBATABLE CHOICE: Head coach Gatland with his captain Warburton

By ABU GEORGE 
abu.george@gulfweekly.com

THE lines between a sport 
and a pastime have rarely 
been so blurred since the 
erotic modern classic of the 
same name was authored by 
James Salter and published 
in 1967.

The Olympic Council 
of Asia announced a 
partnership that will see the 
introduction of eSports (or 
gaming) as a demonstration 
sport in 2018 before the 
2022 Asian Games will offer 
medals to the winners!

This appears to be at 
best, a nod to greater 
interest in online gaming, 
particularly in Asia, or at 
worst, a commercial reaction 
to Alisports, their new 
partner, sponsoring both 
the Olympics and Winter 
Olympics.

I appreciate that there is 
growing popularity to watch 
others participate and that 
recognised professional 
sports teams are jumping on 
the bandwagon.

The British Government 
has backed the International 
eGames Committee and 
enquired about inclusion 

in the Olympic programme 
while Alibaba, the Chinese 
parent of Alisports, 
has signed an 11-year 
sponsorship deal worth over 
$1bn to be associated with 
the Olympics.

West Ham United became 
the first Premier football 
club to get involved, signing 
‘Dragonn’ after he finished 
second in the 2016 FIFA 
interactive World Cup with 
Manchester City quickly 
following suit. Paris St 
Germain has teamed up 
with Webedia and Shalke 

signed two FIFA gamers and 
a League of Legends team 
to both get involved with 
online gaming. 

In 2016 the Philadelphia 
76ers became the first North 
American sports team to 
acquire an eSports franchise 
and were followed earlier 
this year by the NHL’s 
Boston Bruins.

However, these are 
unashamedly commercial 
ventures aimed at tapping 
into an increasingly popular 
market and growing their 
own brands. Simply playing 

an online sport does not 
mean that one is engaged in 
a sport, in my opinion. 

The very first part of 
the definition of a sport, 
rather than a pastime, is ‘an 
activity involving physical 
exertion…’.  It may be fun 
and increasing in popularity.  
I’ve no doubt that it 
increases awareness of the 
games in question. 

But it is not sport!
Can you imagine sending 

your child into school to 
sit behind a games console 
for their PE lesson? With 
increased digitisation in 
schools and this move from 
the Asian Games organisers, 
it becomes increasingly 
likely!

Even darts and snooker, 
long ridiculed for the lack 
of physical exertion, involve 
more effort than eSports.

The only upside, however 
ridiculous the original 
decision, is that I can now 
legitimately claim, as I sit 
on the sofa twiddling my 
thumbs in front of the TV 
screen, that I am training to 
win an Olympic medal!

Twiddling my thumbs in training for an Olympic medal

a mistake. His critics would 
argue that replicating the 
style of his Welsh teams 
would also be an error!

Indeed each of the four 
nations providing players 
has their own distinct style 
and, while the coach has 
a seriously talented squad 
at his disposal, it will be a 
tremendous challenge to get 
them playing well together.

The schedule is tough 
with the Lions due to 
face the top five domestic 
sides along with several 
other representative teams 
before the three-Test series. 
While there is a need to 
play matches to enhance 
the cohesion, the modern-
day game is so physically 
demanding that players also 
need to rest.  

I would not be surprised to 
see many of those receive 
a call. Ahead of the last 
tour Gatland claimed that, 
on average, he expected to 
need eight replacements. To 
counter that this year, he has 
increased the squad size by 
four.

There are still some 
surprises in his squad. Much 
has been made of the fact that 
there are only two Scottish 
players, despite having beaten 
both Ireland and Wales, who 
both count representatives in 
double digits. 

Several players, such as 
Gray and Russell can count 
themselves unlucky, but 

perhaps not more than the 
English players listed above. 
It is the first time since 1908 
that the Scots will not have a 
representative in the pack.

What is a surprise is that 
there are so many Welsh 

players, some of whom 
appear to have been chosen 
based on their reputation 
and past performance rather 
than current form. Yet, while 
this is perhaps a nod to their 
experience, particularly 

of touring with the Lions, 
Gatland has selected 25 
debutants, many of whom 
aren’t starters for their own 
country!

Iain Henderson, for 
example, started only two 

of Ireland’s Six Nations 
matches, while Ben Te’o 
has started only once for 
England, while Kyle Sinckler 
has not started at all. The 
same is true of Jamie George, 
the man who has apparently 
ousted the England captain. 
George has started every one 
of his 17 appearances on the 
bench.

In isolation this may 
appear odd. However, if you 
consider that Hartley was 
unlikely to be selected to start 
ahead of the Ireland captain, 
Rory Best, then perhaps 
George – and others – have 
been specifically selected to 
hurt the Kiwis off the bench.

Of all the teams in the Six 
Nations it is Ireland that 
has produced the template, 
stopping both of the world’s 
top two teams on undefeated 
runs. From the selection 
of several heavy-duty ball-
carriers it looks as though 
Gatland will be playing direct 
rugby, seeking territory and 
set-piece mastery while 
forcing All Black mistakes 
and feeding off them. 

The Kiwis are favourites to 
complete a series whitewash 
although Gatland cannot 
be excused for not having 
enough firepower at his 
disposal.  

On the return to his 
homeland the onus is now on 
him to make the Lions roar.

GAME ON: Younger generation enjoying the screen challenge
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THE Bahrain Rugby 
Football Club’s 
veteran players 

are getting all geared 
up to go on a four-day 
tour to the Sir Lankan 
capital of Colombo on 
Friday ... with a mission 
to support young 
enthusiasts who also 
love the sport.

Known as the Golden 
Oldies, the squad is made 
of players aged over 35 but 
mostly in their 40s and 50s, 
or in other words, ‘people 
who should know better’.

A total touring party of 
46, including 20 players and 
supporters -  mostly long-
suffering wives and friends 
-  will be playing matches 
against Old Zahira and 
Puffins Sri Lankan teams. 
Senior referee and World 
Rugby referee / trainer, 
Dilroy Fernandes, will be 
officiating at one of the 
matches.

 Jim Rowark, the staunch 
and highly-experienced 
Golden Oldie coach, has been 
conducting regular twice-
weekly coaching sessions 
so players will be in peak 
physical shape and condition 
when the tour starts. 

Golden Oldies Captain, 
Andy Walsh, said: “With 
more than 100,000 regular 
players, Sri Lanka is second 
only to Japan in embracing 
rugby in Asia. 

“We have a number of 
regular Sri Lankan players 
in the Golden Oldies which 
prompted us to have a smaller 
exploratory tour to Colombo 
last year. All of us were so 
impressed by the enthusiasm, 
support and friendliness we 
were shown, that we resolved 
we would all return this year 
to do a bit of ‘giving back’ 
to those kids who just don’t 
have the income or funding to 
buy proper kit.”

With the help of Sri 
Lankans, Tuan Burah and 
Chanaka Ranaweera, both 
staunch Golden Oldies and 
previously old rivals from 
their schoolboy rugby days, 
S De S Jayasignhe College, 
a school on the outskirts of 

Colombo, has been selected 
to help.

It is a government school, 
with very little funding and 
support for extra-curricular 
activities. Presently playing in 
the B Division of the Schools 
Rugby League, most of the 
young players come from low 
income families.

Not only will the players be 
handing out sports kit, they 
are also delighted that Louie 

Tonkin, BRFC Director of 
Rugby and 1st Team Coach, 
has agreed to accompany 
the party to direct special 
coaching sessions for the 
school as well as Wesley 
School U16. 

Tonkin will be accompanied 
by Jim and Senior Golden 
Oldie players to the sessions.

“We are delighted that our 
other and better halves are 
also accompanying us but 
we’re somewhat nervous 
about a planned gem talk 
and precious stone display!” 

added Walsh.
“Even though time is 

limited, we have also 
sponsored a lunch and 

clothing donation at a local 
orphanage through Tuan and 
his wife, Shabina.

“We would welcome any 
donations of rugby or football 
gear that is in good condition 
-particularly boots that are 
now not being used because 
kids have outgrown them 
or they are just no longer 
needed.”

Bug-hearted Sri Lankan 
Airlines has given the 
travelling squad a ‘good deal’ 
on the tickets and has also 
agreed to fly out the donated 

kits for free to Colombo. 
Lucy Electric has provided 
sponsorship of the players’ 
tour ensemble. 
l If you wish to donate 

clothes and equipment, leave 
the items at the rugby club’s 
reception in Janibiya where 
it will be sorted and packed 
ready for the trip.  
For further information, call 
Andrew Walsh on 34015106 - 
email ajmwalsh@gmail.com, 
or Jonty Crosse on 39627026 
- email jonty.crosse@gmail.
com 

GAME ON FOR OLDIES

TRYING HARD: The rugby club’s golden veterans will be hoping for victory on the park and smiles all round by donating kits to young Sri Lankan rugby enthusiasts

COMMUNIT Y REPORT

By STAN SZECOWKA
editor@gulfweekly.com


