
A slip-road into 
Janibaya and 
Saar off the 

Saudi Highway is all 
set to become a day-
trip playground for 
‘our cousins over 
the causeway’ as 
construction work 
on two major mall 
developments gathers 
pace.

The signs are up that 
leasing is now taking place at 
the Atrium Mall & Towers, 
which already boasts a 
planned giant Lulu and 
cinema complex, whereas 
across the road the Kingdom 
Mall will feature go kart and 
ice skating arenas as well as 
its own hypermarket.

The area has already been 
nicknamed ‘Saudi Corner’ 
and a source close to one of 
the investors told GulfWeekly: 
“It will have everything 
our cousins from across the 
causeway love - racing and 
shopping - as well as the 
chance to chill either by ice-
skating or watching a movie!

“The best thing about this 
location is that it’s so close 
to the causeway that we’ll be 
enticing a whole new sector 
of tourists apart from the 
regular weekend visitors – 
the day-trippers, especially 
after the early-evening rush 
hour when the causeway 
quietens. And they won’t 
have to travel all the way into 
Manama to have fun!”

Extensive plans are 
underway to expand and 
improve the King Fahd 
Causeway which opened in 

1986 linking the kingdom to 
Saudi Arabia and remains the 
only land link Bahrain has 
with the outside world.

The aim is to increase the 
number of border control 
booths which should make 
the crossing easier for 
motorists and quicker too. 

Massive development is 
already happening at a fast 
pace with apartments blocks, 
villas and small business 
units springing along Avenue 
27, which has recently 
undergone widening near the 
El Mercado Janabiya retail 
centre. This development got 
a head start on the proposed 
malls and is forging on with 
building its accompanying 

El Mercado Village luxury 
villas.

Amin Al Arrayed, First 
Bahrain’s chief executive 
officer, right, the company 
behind the Spanish-themed 
development, said: “We are 
encouraged by the recent 
developments in our area 
and the much improved road 
access from the highway.”
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SAUDI CORNER

CONSTRUCTION SITES: Work progresses on 
the two malls at the junction of the highway 
and Avenue 27 near the causeway



From Page 1
“The new commercial 

developments are welcome as 
they will undoubtedly bring 
additional foot-fall to the area. 
We are in coordination with 
Atrium and are encouraged 
by their offerings which 
complement El Mercado 
and I am sure that Kingdom 
Mall will have some major 
attractions to add to the area.  

“El Mercado’s positioning 
remains unchanged; the 
friendly neighbourhood mall 
that caters to the residents 
of the area, but I am sure 
that our position as a tourist 
destination will be enhanced 
once the Saudi tourists start 
to come into the area and our 
relative small size and unique 
F&B concepts will make us 
an attractive destination and 
we remain confident in the 
sustainability of our mall 
amidst the new players and 
new developments.

“Our numbers at the mall 
have been encouraging. We 
have maintained 100 per 
cent occupancy since we 
opened last November and 
we now have a waiting list of 
interested business that are 
ready to take up space if it 
becomes available. 

“Our foot fall has been 
steady with a weekly average 
of around 17,000 visitors to 
the mall during the warmer 

months and we hope to reach 
an average of 20,000 per 
week once the cooler weather 
comes in and our positioning 
as an open-air mall turns to 
our advantage.

“Our residential project, El 
Mercado Village, is moving 
ahead as planned with 52 per 
cent of the construction now 
completed and we are well on 
schedule to achieve 100 per 
cent completion by the year 
end. Handover of the villas to 
the home-owners is expected 
in March 2018. We now have 
a show villa ready for viewing 
which has helped us sell 26 
per cent of the 42 units to date 
which is very encouraging.” 

The Atrium Mall & Towers 
will comprise of a three-storey 
mall, a 10-storey residential 
tower and a 10-storey 
commercial tower. It will be 
anchored by the hypermarket 
and cinema complex along 
with various retail and 
restaurant offerings.

It will be the largest 
shopping mall in the Northern 
Governorate of the kingdom. 
The $30m mall is expected 
to be completed by the 
end of 2017 spearheaded 
by Al Namal Group, 
one of Bahrain’s leading 
diversified companies with 
interests covering real estate, 
property development and 
management, construction and 

health and hospitality. 
GulfWeekly’s sister business 

news information service 
Trade Arabia last summer 
reported the signing of an 
agreement with Zamil Air 
Conditioners for the supply of 
air-conditioning solutions at 

Atrium Mall. Al Namal and 
VKL Group chairman and 
managing director Varghese 
Kurian said: “We believe in 
the importance of playing 
a vital role in facilitating a 
healthy spending structure for 
the community, thus enriching 
the Bahrain economy.”

Eastern Precast (Eastern 
Asphalt and Mixed Concrete 
Co) recently announced the 
award of a new precast project 
for the proposed Kingdom 
Mall at Janabiya from 
main contractors Dadabhai 
Construction.
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New tourism sector to open

SHOPPING AND LEISURE: Signs revealing the planned Go Karting Arena and hypermarket

DEAL-MAKERS: CEO Abdullah Al Zamil, second from left, and 
Varghese Kurian, centre, with other officials and, above,  an 
artist’s impression of Atrium Mall





WE just wanted to say a ‘Big 
Thank You’ to GulfWeekly 
and reporter Kristian Harrison 
for such a lovely article on 
our horse-riding daughter 
Aimee Keen, front page as 
well!

We’ve shared it all over 
Facebook and have received 
such lovely comments. 
Aimee’s also had lots of 
messages and good luck 
wishes. We are looking 
forward to a successful and 
fun trip to Germany.

Thanks again! 
Proud mum and dad, Sue 

and Simon

AND there’s me sitting down 
with my coffee, ready to do 
the crossword!

For your information, the 
clues for last week’s offering 
are for another crossword, 
not this one.

Regards,
Sandra Mallin

l Editor’s note: 
Puzzle page: We’re so sorry

Today, I apologise unre-
servedly to our long-standing 
readers and the growing 
number of people who are 
joining us, making us the 
leading weekly newspaper 
and website in Bahrain.

Last week’s crossword 
clues were a repeat from 
a previous issue. That is 
unforgivable.

Our switchboard, our news 
desk, our features desk 
and even our sports desk 
has been inundated with 
complaints. So too have our 
reporters and photographers 
out in the field. We are heart-
broken about that.

And, we are doubly heart-

broken because this was 
no human error. It was a 
computer system malfunc-
tion. Now, please do not turn 
away out of boredom.

In computer terms, the cor-
rect page had corrupted just 
before print deadline.

In the middle of press night 
hustle and bustle and the 
screaming and shouting, as 
late news developments tum-
bled around our busy news-
room and advertising artwork 
dropped into the system, 
the buttons were pressed to 
electronically send the page 
to our presses.

Despairingly, without us 
knowing, the computer de-
cided otherwise. It picked up 
an earlier Wednesday page. 
We are crestfallen.

Every week our news and 
sports reporters are striving 
to bring you the latest news 
and analysis, our feature writ-
ers are seeking out interest-
ing interviews and subjects to 
bring to your breakfast table 
each Wednesday morning 

and online too.
We care for you. And, we 

care when things go wrong.
Most people who have 

phone or emailed, such as 
Sandra, understand that. In 
fact, they praised us for our 
super and caring newspaper 
… but were terribly disap-
pointed about the crossword 
placed on the celebrally crust 
& crema puzzle page they 
love.

A handful though, made 
rude remarks to our team. 
GulfWeekly IS the commu-
nity newspaper at the heart 
of Bahrain and when we 
make a mistake we apolo-
gise, even if it is beyond our 
control.

So, today, we are publish-
ing our puzzle page again, 
trying to put right the gremlins 
in the system that let us all 
down.

But still our message to you 
all, our loyal readers, is that 
we may make a mistake now 
and then, but no newspaper 
works harder for you … and 
so compare us with some 
of the other press release-
filled tabloids which some of 
your neighbours might read 
for reasons best known to 
themselves.

They just do not compare 
to how we care about the 
kingdom. Indeed, our cover-
age of human interest stories 
leaves them way behind in 
the shadows.

So, to you all. Sorry. We ae, 
as we say, heartbroken.

(Inspired by an apology 
once penned by a fellow 

British editor Terry  
Manners).

THE Kingdom of Bahrain 
continues to dominate 
combat sports in Asia as the 
International Mixed Martial 
Arts Federation (IMMAF) 
rankings reveal KHK MMA 

fighters among the list of top 
100 amateur mixed martial 
artists in the world.

Hussain Abdulla, Abdul-
manap Magomedov, Fahad 
Abdulrazaq and Abbas Khan 
made it to the rankings of top 
100 amateur MMA fighters in 
the world. 

The latest developments 
spearheaded by KHK MMA 
have boosted the chances 
of Bahrain as a leading com-
petitor in the upcoming IM-
MAF World Championships 
of Amateur MMA to be held 
at Bahrain during November.

The IMMAF is the interna-
tional democratic governing 
body for the sport of MMA 
consisting of above 60 mem-
ber nations. 

Bahrain was able to add 
three more athletes to the 
list compared to the previous 
year. Initiatives implemented 
under the leadership of His 
Highness Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa through 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
Mixed Martial Arts (KHK 

MMA) has gained global 
attention for Bahrain as the 
hub for combat sports.

In 2017, KHK MMA fighters 
representing the Bahrain Na-
tional Team secured gold and 
three bronze medals at the 
IMMAF Asian Open Cham-
pionships in Singapore. Hus-
sain Abdulla, Nayef Fikri and 
Abbas Khan had won bronze 
medals in their respective 
categories while Abdulmanap 
Magomedov has secured the 
gold medal.

The International Mixed 
Martial Arts Federation (IM-
MAF) has announced that 
the kingdom will host the 
fourth edition of the IMMAF 
World Championships of 
Amateur MMA during the 
Brave Combat Week, in 
November 2017. 

Bahrain will be the only 
nation other than the United 
States of America to host 
the World Championships of 
Amateur MMA.

Hari Bhagirath, Chief 
Creative Officer.

www.gulfweekly.com4 July 19 - 25, 2017

Call us!
3844 7588 Helpline

Visit us!
American Mission 

Hospital

Ladies, are being hurt? Or abused?

Help is available.
(domestic violence 
or sexual violence)

Open 24 hours. Free and confidential. All women welcome.

WCCI_4x2_GDN.pdf   1   6/28/16   12:10 PM

Follow Stan on Twitter @stanszecowka

ONE of the 
kingdom’s 
finest young 

showjumpers is 
saddling up to compete 
in a prestigious 
European competition 
later this month, and 
hopes it will be the first 
hurdle on the way to 
making her name on the 
international stage.

Aimee Keen, 16, is flying 
to the German town of 
Herford on July 25 for 
the six-day extravaganza 
that will see her compete 
alongside the world’s 
brightest young riders and 
demonstrate her prowess 
forged in the Twin Palms 
Riding Centre in Buidaya.

The St Christopher’s 
School student said: “I’m 
a mixture of excited and 
nervous at the moment! This 
will be the first time I’ll 
be showcasing my riding 
in front of top riders, so it 
is a little daunting but at 
the same time it’s the most 
amazing opportunity.”

The German Friendships is 
a popular junior competition, 
established in 1999 and 
open to 15-17-year-olds, 
that sees 50 Germans and 50 
invitees from other nations 
join together to compete. 
The 50 German competitors 

each bring two of their own 
horses, and through random 
drawing, they are paired 
with someone from another 
nation, hence the term 
‘friendships’.

Aimee explained: 
“Because it’s randomly 
drawn out of the hat, 
meeting a new partner and 
getting accustomed to a 
totally new horse is one 
of the main challenges. 
Because of this, it highlights 
riders who are adaptable 
and are talented in changing 
conditions rather than 
staying in their comfort 
zone.”

Show jumping is an 
equestrian sport held over 
a course of obstacles, 
including verticals, spreads, 
and double and triple 
combinations, usually with 
many turns and changes of 
direction. 

The intent is to jump cleanly 
over a set course within an 
allotted time. Time faults 
are assessed for exceeding 
the time allowance, while 
jumping faults are incurred 
for knockdowns and blatant 
disobedience, such as 
refusals.

Turn to Page 2
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GERMANY CALLING
EQUESTRIAN EXCLUSIVE

By KRISTIAN HARRISON
kristian@gulfweekly.com

TEEN SENATION: 
Aimee pictured with 

her horse DJ Fleur

IT appears that the young and trendy 
are continuing to splash out a fortune 
on the latest footwear and do not 
like their prized possessions ruined 
by sun, sand and general pavement 
muck, so they are covering them up 
… which may deFEET (pun intended) 
the object of showing them off to their friends!  
Yes, you too could keep your trainers in tip top condition 
with DS Clear allowing wearers, according to the publicity 
behind the product, to still ‘showcase the shoes’. Not 
sure whether it’s going to catch on at BD7.500 a pair of 
plastic bags.

You don’t know me; I know you, I know  
what’s being said about you. I’m the  
‘whisperer’. I am socially mobile: Arab, Brit,  
Indian, Pakistani, American and the rest, they all  
invite me and share their world with me. Not  
much gets past me but if you think it may have  
done, email me on . . .

...editor@gulfweekly.com

I AM often told that I have 
the technological awareness 
of a 60-year-old (Editor’s 
note: careful, I’m 58). My 
interaction to my phone is 
limited to a few clumsy taps 
to use WhatsApp, phone 
a few friends and listen to 
music.        
This is why I proudly 

parade with my Note 3 in my 
pocket, shaking my head 
in dismay at those who live 
inside their phones.
As smartphones infiltrate 

our world deeper each day, 
I feel real conversations 
die. People easily disregard 
what type of relationship 
they share with the person 
they are ‘chatting’ with and 

send messages of different 
sorts which they would 
never have had the guts to 
physically speak. 
Games have been playing 

at trying to mould our 
lives within them. What 
surprises me is how people 
enjoy living in another’s 
imagination.
Moreover, though 

most parents like to 
start complaining about 
their children with the 
routine ‘kids these days 

are perpetually on their 
phones …’ introspection 
sometimes reveals that 
adults themselves are 
heavily-addicted to this 
technology tornado 
themselves. 
Most adults are well 

enveloped by Facebook, 
Twitter messaging 
applications, to name a few. 
We are all heavily wrought 

by a hilarious blame game 
where this Youth Talk 
column serves to dodge 
the fingers pointed at us. 
What I’m not sure about is 
whether smartphones are 
genuinely as bad as I think 
or is it just us being human 
and resisting change?

Youth 
Talk 
By 
Saamia Zia

CHASING the cooler 
weather and wanting to see 
family and friends we finally 
departed our sunny sandpit 
for the green lush landscape 
of the West Country in the 
UK. 

Many people picture 
spending their summer 
somewhere hot, foreign 
and exotic but for me that’s 
almost my day-to-day reality 
and instead I long for the 
green rolling hills of Somerset 
and Wales and the rugged 
coastline of the Cornish 
coast. 

I long for fish ’n’ chips by 
the sea, cream teas with the 
grandparents and noisy days 
filled with love and laughter 
joined by friends and siblings. 

After a very smooth journey 
to Heathrow and remarkably 
quiet roads to Cornwall, the 
benefit of travelling on a 
Sunday evening in the UK, 
after a four-hour drive we 
arrived at our first staycation.  

When the children are 
only used to 20 minutes 
in the car in Bahrain, four 
hours can be a very long car 
journey. Remarkably, the 
sibling squabbles and calls 
of ‘are we there yet’ were 
minimal and we arrived at 
the grandparents home to 
a ‘light’ supper, which really 
was a momentous meal, 
and afterwards we all fell 
happily and exhausted into 
deep sleeps, with small, 
open windows replacing the 
automatic whirl of our normal 
AC.

The next morning I decided 

to take advantage of the 
cooler weather and attempt 
a run. Having had to run 
inside for the last few months 
I couldn’t wait to get out into 
the fresh English air. 

In my excitement I 
completely underestimated 
the contours of the terrain. 
Only used to running in 
Bahrain, I have had little 
experience running up or 
down hills. The first of the 
many hills left me hopelessly 
out of breath and begging 
for it to stop. With the words: 
‘what goes down must go 
up’ repeating in my head left 
me yearning for the flatter 
Bahrain landscape.

It always amazes me that 
in one summer day in the 
UK you can experience 
all four seasons. We have 

already surfed in blisteringly 
hot summer sunshine in 
the late morning and were 
then driven off the beach in 
the afternoon by torrential 
rain and gale force winds. 
Misty mornings can lead to 
the most beautiful of sunny 
afternoons, sunny mornings 
can often lead to wet and 
windy afternoons. But this 
is the nature of the beast 
and you can’t have the lush 
landscape without this varied 
weather.

And, there really is nothing 
like devouring fresh English 
strawberries and clotted 
cream whilst watching 
Federer claim his eighth 
Singles Wimbledon Title. 
Bliss. 

l Abu George enjoyed 
Wimbledon too: Page 23

Ellissa’s 
island life
An expat wife, 
mother, artist 
and runner
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WITH a dash of 
determination, 
a cup of 

courage and a spoonful 
of partnerships, 
businesswoman Leena 
Al Mannai hopes she 
has the recipe for 
success when it comes 
to helping develop 
and grow the food and 
beverage sector in the 
kingdom.

The mother-of-three, 
who is passionate for 
cooking and all things 
kitchen related, is offering 
restaurateurs, aspiring 
entrepreneurs and existing 
businesses a melting pot 
of services to support their 
vision from providing 
advice and support to 
linking them with experts 
and organisations within the 
field. 

Leena, founder and CEO 
of Culinaire & Beyond, the 
authorised licensee of The 
Next Idea [International] 
LLC, a global hospitality 
and restaurant consulting 
group based and registered 
in the US, said: “I’m 
not a consultant. I am a 
business owner providing 
connections for starter-up 
companies, entrepreneurs 
and other businesses 
that want to make their 
restaurant concepts a reality. 

“Think of it this way. 
If you wanted to build a 
building, you’d go to a 
contractor or an engineer. 
If you are seeking to obtain 
a certificate or academic 
degree, you’d go to a 
university but if I was an 
entrepreneur and I wanted 
to open a restaurant or a 
food and beverage outlet, 
where would I turn to first? 
So I said, what we need to 
have is a body, or an entity, 
that would make it easy for 
people like me - whether I 
am a start-up, an existing 
business or an investor, to 
give them guidelines, to 
mentor them and to develop 
a road map for the future.”

Leena has linked up 
with Tamkeen, a semi-
governmental organisation 
in Bahrain tasked with 
making the private 
sector the key driver of 
economic development. 
Culinaire & Beyond is 
also part of the Rowad 
Partners programme which 
supports entrepreneurs 
at all stages of the 
entrepreneurship business 
cycle. The programme, 
launched in 2015 and 
was developed, designed 
and currently managed 
by the Development 

Services Team at Bahrain 
Development Bank, 
provides coaching, training, 
incubation, funding, 
mentoring, partners and 
networks. 

Leena, who has a 
bachelor’s degree in 
microbiology and an MBA, 
explained: “If someone 
walks through my door 
today with a new or regular 
restaurant idea, I will tell 
them how I could help 
them. I’d link them to the 
right organisation to suit 
their needs and also work 
with them to develop the 
idea, gain the support they 
need and the budget. Then 
I’d assist them in executing 
it and taking it forward. 

“I want people to know 
that being a part of the 
hospitality and food and 
beverage sector is an 
honourable profession. 
My team can take people 
through the stages. Even 
if it’s an existing business 
that requires rebranding and 
refurbishment, that is also 
under our umbrella.”

Aside from assisting in the 
growth of the sector, which 
would also play a role in 
attracting more tourists to 
the kingdom, Leena would 
love to see unique Bahraini 
restaurant brands expanding 
abroad. 

“We have a lot of 
creative people who are 
very talented and have 

great ideas. I would like 
Bahrain to be recognised as 
a trendsetter. We have the 
capabilities, the talent and 
the younger generation is 
amazing.”

A few months ago, 
Leena set out to inspire, 
support and encourage 
new businesses by staging 
the first Restaurant & 
Hospitality Forum in 
Bahrain, which was held 
under the patronage 
of Shaikh Khaled Bin 
Humood Al Khalifa the 
CEO of Bahrain Tourism & 
Exhibitions Authority. 

The two-day event 
attracted local as well 
as international industry 
leaders. The CEO of The 
Next Idea, Robert Ancill 
and Thelma Weaver, senior 
consultant of The Next Idea 
and Philip Gay, CEO of 
Triple Enterprises, joined 
the forum which received 
rave reviews.

Leena added: “We had six 
weeks to develop this forum 
and it was a challenge, but 
I’m proud to say we were 
able to develop it and it was 
fruitful. 

“The feedback warmed my 
heart. People were hungry 
for something like this, from 
entrepreneurs to existing 
businesses, suppliers and 
vendors. 

“We developed a platform 
and we are happy to 
have started it and are 
anticipating as well as 
hoping to lead it in the 
future.”

Hospitality help is at hand

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

HOSPITALITY REPORT

EXCITING PLANS: 
Leena Al Mannai
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Al Jazira 
Supermarket Zinj

Bolero Almond Juice 9gm - 

BD0.125

Bolero Strawberry Juice 9gm - 

BD0.125

Bolero Guava 9gm - BD0.125

Bolero Cola Juice 9gm - BD0.125

Bolero Lime 9gm- BD0.125

Lulu Sanabis 
LuLu Sunflower Oil 5ltr – BD2.790
LuLu Natural Drinking Water Cup 
200ml 36pcs per box – BD0.990
LuLu Basil Seed Drink 290gm 
3pcs – BD0.725
LuLu Ice Cream Vanilla 4ltr – 
BD1.850
LuLu Kiddy Chicken Nuggets 1kg 
2pcs – BD1.990
LuLu Smoked Turkey Breast per 
kg – BD4.490

Alosra Supermarket 
Green Apple per kg – BD0.695
Cherry per kg – BD3.995
Galaxy Nutella Cake– BD5.925
Calveley Farmhouse Cheddar per 
kg – BD 3.995
Greenhill Farm Or Chicken Breast 
per kg – BD 6.990
New Zealand Beef Cubes per kg 
– BD 3.950
Beef Burger With Cheese per kg 
– BD 3.995

Jawad Supermarker 
Heinz Baked Beans 220gm 5+1 - 
BD1.495
Funtastic Cup Noodles Assorted 
Flavours 70gm 2+1 - BD0.725
Oki Coconut Oil 2x680gm 
-BD1.395
Americana Chicken Burger 2x1kg 
- BD3.100
Quaker Cookies 126gm - 
BD0.500
Chesdale Cheese Plain 2x1 89gm 
- BD1.250
Danao Juice Assorted Flavors 
180ml 5+1 - BD0.500

Company leader’s royal award

CHAIRMAN of 
Lulu Group 
Yusuff Ali MA 

has been bestowed 
with a British royal 
accolade for his 
contribution towards 
boosting international 
trade. 

Lord Lieutenant John 
Crabtree, HM The Queen’s 
special representative, 
handed over the award to 
Yusuff during a glittering 
ceremony held at the 
Birmingham Council House. 

Later in the day she hosted a royal reception for the Queen’s 
Award recipients at Buckingham Palace.

 The Lord Lieutenant said Lulu Group has helped open up 
a huge market for British products worldwide through its 
operations.

Y International (UK) Ltd operates as a subsidiary of 
LuLu Group International and sources and exports a wide 
range of food products to more than 136 hypermarkets and 
supermarkets of Lulu Group including the popular stores in 
Bahrain. 

Yusuff is seen here talking to Queen Elizabeth during the 
royal reception. 

MEMORABLE MOMENT: HM The 
Queen with Yusuff

UNABRIDGED and 
illustrated in glorious full-
colour throughout, this 
exquisite hard back gift 
edition of the original story 
of Paddington, the classic 
bear from Darkest Peru, is 
truly to be treasured.

“A bear? On Paddington 
station?” Mrs Brown 
looked at her husband in 
amazement. “Don’t be silly, 
Henry. There can’t be!”

For more than five 
decades, stories of 
Paddington Bear have 
delighted children all over 
the world. This is the 
classic story of the bear from Darkest Peru 
who arrived at Paddington Station with 
nothing but a suitcase, a half-empty jar of 
marmalade and a label that read, Please 
look after this bear. Thank you.’

Mr and Mrs Brown discovered him, 
named him Paddington and welcomed him 
to their home. Since then their lives have 
never been quite the same… for ordinary 
things become quite extraordinary when 

a bear called Paddington is 
involved.

READ IT NOW
OLGA DE POLGA, Michael 
Bond, ISBN 9780192737434 
(OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
PRESS )
BD4.400 for Gulf Weekly 
Book Club members
OLGA da Polga has left the 
pet shop to start a new life 
with her owners. Her home 
is now a large and airy hutch 
and it’s not long before she 
meets Noel the cat, Fangio 
the hedgehog, and Graham 

the tortoise. Her garden companions soon 
discover that Olga loves an audience and 
from the moment she arrives she tells 
them stories about her wild and exciting 
adventures. 

Although they are not always sure 
whether to believe everything Olga says, 
one thing is certain-since Olga moved in, 
life is never dull! Whether she’s Olga the 
explorer, Olga the prize winner, or Olga the 

storyteller, she is always Olga da Polga!
Michael Bond’s work comes with 

wonderful colour illustrations by Catherine 
Rayner and a dazzling design, this small 
format hardback gift edition is perfect for 
young readers.

MY FAVOURITE
READ OF THE WEEK 

PADDINGTON’S COOKERY BOOK, ISBN 
9780007423675 (HARPER COLLINS) 
BD6.400 for Gulf Weekly Book Club 
members
GET your paws sticky with Paddington in 
this fun-filled family cook book! From bear-
shaped cookies to marmalade sausages, 
with treats from around the world, there 
is something for everyone in this unique 
collection of recipes. The perfect gift for 
Paddington fans of all ages!

Paddington has collected together all 
of his favourite recipes in this wonderful 
hardback family cookbook.Try your paw at 
bear-faced party pizzas, sticky marmalade 
sausages, fizzy jelly, Aunt Lucy’s 
guacamole, Mr Gruber’s chicken paprika 
and Mrs Bird’s beef stew.

Packed full of anecdotes of Paddington’s 
own hilarious kitchen experiences, along 
with memories of sampling various 
dishes, this book is every bit as fun to 
read as it is instructional!

Tie on your apron, and get stuck in!

BOOK OF THE WEEK with Linda Jennings. A BEAR CALLED PADDINGTON, Michael Bond, ISBN 978-0007528622 (HARPER 
COLLINS) BD6.400 for Gulf Weekly Book Club members

Join the FREE 
Gulf Weekly Book 

Club in association 
with The Bookcase 

by emailing 
bookclub@

gulfweekly.com 
with your contact 

details.

IT was with great sadness that the 
world learned last month of the death 
of Michael Bond, CBE aged 91.
The creator of one of Britain’s 
best-loved children’s characters, 
Paddington, Michael passed away at 
home following a short illness. 

Published by Harper Collins 
for almost 60 years, the publisher 
described the author as a ‘giant 
of children’s literature’. His first 
book A Bear Called Paddington 

was published in 1958. In his long 
and illustrious career he published 
over 200 books for children. As 
well as Paddington, he also created 
characters including Olga da Polga 
and A Mouse Called Thursday 
along with a series of adult novels, 
featuring the detective Monsieur 
Pamplemousse.

More than 35 million Paddington 

books have been sold worldwide and 
enjoyed by generations of children. 
The books went on to inspire toys, 
TV programmes and most recently a 
movie, Paddington. A second movie 
is eagerly awaited by Paddington 
fans of all ages, later this year.

Described by his peers as ‘a true 
gentleman, a bon viveur and the most 
enchanting of writers’, he will be 

forever remembered for his creation 
of Paddington, with his duffle 
coat and wellington books, which 
touched countless hearts and will be 
remembered for generations to come; 
whilst at the same time being a true 
tale of our times - a brilliant story 
about an immigrant bear trying to 
find a new home in a strange country.

Michael Bond leaves behind one of 
the great literary legacies of our time. 
May he rest in peace.

Dedicated to a writer who gave us a bear

PADDINGTON’S PAL: Michael Bond

GulfWeeklyBookClub – in association with The Bookcase

Let’s keep 
clean when 
camping
DESERT lovers could soon wash away the 
grime during Bahrain’s annual camping season 
thanks to a new portable sink designed by a 
university student.

Max Wilson, 21, a product design student 
at the UK’s Birmingham City University, has 
devised the special basin which can be used to 
clean off dirt and sweat.

PODSINK can be folded up and placed in 
camping bags to be transported from site to 
site, before being constructed within seconds. 

The product uses a collapsible tripod system 
to mount a fabric sink basin above ground 
level, which can be used to clean hands or 
alongside a sponge and shower gel to form a 
makeshift body cleaning system.

PODSINK is created from a frame of 
fibreglass tent poles and a sink formed from a 
nylon fabric. Max Wilson said:  “I found my 
inspiration from the many times I’ve wished I 
had a sink to hand while camping trips.”

PODSINK will now be taken to an exhibition 
to showcase in front of industry experts.



www.gulfweekly.com 7July 19 - 25, 2017

Your guide to the best in-store deals of the week 

Email your gadget stories to editor@gulfweekly.com

Techtronic         Specials
GADGETS OF THE WEEK

What is it called? Football Goal Bank
What does it do? Simply place the coin 
in the holder and watch as the player 
takes his run up, kicks, shoots at goal and 
scores! When he scores he jumps up and 
down throwing his hands up in the air in celebration. 
You could say ‘he shoots, he scores, you save!’ 
Cost: BD9.500

What is it called? Underwater Light 
Show
What does it do? A floating colour 
changing light show, where you can 
turn your bath or hot tub into a special, 
relaxing and welcoming place by simply popping 
the lights into the water. It plays five different light 
sequences, so you get to choose whether you go for a 
relaxing colour phasing or pump it up to disco intensity 
at the push of a button.
Cost: BD4

What is it called? USB Fridge
What does it do? The USB Fridge 
contains a cold plate that chills within 
seconds of plugging it in, helping to 
keep your beverage or snack at a nice 
cool refreshing temperature. It is a Plug and Play item 
compatible with PC and Mac - as long as they contain 
a USB port.
Cost: BD12
Visit www.amazon.com

Item Make and Description Store Price

1 Air Conditioner Split AC 1.5 ton VIDEOCON-(VS18D3WG23-I/VS18D3WG23-0, free 
delivery + 4mtr pipe kit.

Y.K. Almoayyed 
& Sons - EHA

Was BD159.990      
Now BD149.990

2 Smartphone Samsung (SM-J530F/DS) Galaxy J5 PRO smartphone, 5.2-inch HD 
Samoled display, 2GB RAM,16GB memory, dedicated micro-SD 
card slot, 13MP front and 13MP rear camera, 1.6GHZ OCTA-core 
processor, built-in Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, LTE, dual-sim, finger print 
scanner.

Home 
Electronics

BD95

3 Water Dispenser Nikai Water Dispenser, model no NWD 1206, free standing, two 
tap, hot and cold, refrigerator compartment, hot water tap with 
child safety lock.

Gajria 
Electronics

BD45

4 Blender Moulinex MXLM2221BAN blender, 350watts, one speed + pulse, 
1.25ltr jar + grinder + grater.

Sharaf DG BD8.990

5 Television TCL 55-inch smart UHD TV 55P1000US, UHD, smart TV, USB. Lulu 
Hypermarket

BD189.990

6 Air Conditioner LG DUALCOOL 1.5-ton split AC, 65 Degree dual cool inverter 
compressor, 10 year warranty, 60 per cent faster cooling, 65 per 
cent energy saving, comfort sleep, goldfin, low noise, precise 
temperature control, energy display mode, slim design, smooth 
flowing curved design, four way swing, horizontal five steps 
louver control, vertical six steps louver control, auto cleaning and  
dual protection filter.

AJM Kooheji 
Group

BD240
Also available 
2-ton at BD270

Lucky bride’s glorious gift
WHEN beauty 

salon owner 
Cris Caminiti 

was spring cleaning 
her wardrobe she came 
across a never-worn 
before designer wedding 
dress which she had 
originally snapped up 
at a charity auction to 
be used as a Halloween 
costume. 

Instead of leaving it to 
collect dust, she decided 
to donate the dress to seek 
a bride-to-be who might 
be struggling with putting 
together a wedding on a 
budget. 

After posting the Jovani 
sparkly gown on social media, 
friends jumped on the ‘build a 
dream wedding’ band wagon 
and now the search is on for a 
deserving bride.

Cris, an Australian hair 
dresser who has been living in 
Bahrain for the past 15 years, 
said: “I was clearing coaster 
space as my father is arriving 
this month and I came across 
the dress. 

“I had originally purchased 
two bridal gowns from the 
Aisha Yateem Centre for 
Abused Women last year. 
They have a designer sale a 

few times a year and they do 
amazing work to help women 
get back on their feet after 
abuse.  

“It was brand new and I was 
going to use it last Halloween 
but I felt guilty about altering 
such a beautiful dress, so put 
it to one side before coming 
up with the idea of passing 
it on to someone who might 
really benefit from a gift. 

“I had given a dress away 
before to my maid’s sister 
who was getting married in 
Sri Lanka so I knew what 
happiness it could bring. It 
makes sense to put a dress 
to good use rather than let it 
gather dust in my wardrobe. 
Let someone-else enjoy it, I 
thought.”

Jovani is a premiere 
designer of prom, evening 
and wedding dresses created 
from luxurious fabrics and 
is in huge demand by top 
celebrities across the globe. 
Its collections are described 
by fashion writers as ‘sexy, 
timeless and elegant’. 

Since Cris is the founder 
of Ubeauti salon in Hamala 
she has also offered to give 

the lucky dress recipient the 
opportunity of having her hair 
styled for the special day too 
for free.

And, her friend, Jodie Baker, 
has suggested providing 
complimentary photography 
and another, Layla Al Sharif, 
has offered to bake a cake. 

The kind gesture has sparked 
a goodwill frenzy with a 
lady called Olga providing 
make-up services, Victoria 
Dance Studio stepping in 
with dancers and Glenndulay 
Photography offering a ‘live 
gift’. 

A stranger has also stepped 
forward to give the bride a 
veil to go with the gown.  

Cris said: “It’s become 
something of a community 
project to help a bride have 
the most wonderful day 
they may have thought was 
impossible. 

“I feel it needs to go to 
someone who can’t afford 
much because now it’s much 
more than a dress. 

“I’m sure there is a women 
out there who needs all 
of these amazing gestures 
of goodwill from many 
compassionate people who 
have donated time and 
expertise. 

“Bahrain is my home and I 
love the life and opportunities 
this beautiful country and its 
people have given me. 

“My friendships and 
business have flourished with 
the love of the local people. I 
feel we need to always give 
back and this is my way to 
do so. 

“It’s important to reach 
out and help people less 
fortunate than ourselves. It 
doesn’t always have to be 
about money … just doing 
something nice can often 
make a difference.”

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

GENEROUS OFFER: Cris 
Caminiti and, right, the dress
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

cuts in the first such deal since 2008, with 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 

consensus to manage the market,” said Ira-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.

The move would effectively re-establish 

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

trade above $48 per barrel. Many traders said 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

“This is the first Opec deal in eight years! 

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 

the age of shale! This is the end of the ‘pro-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

the first quarter and in the 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

firms plan to cut exploration 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

picked up for the first time 

in four years  – Page 2  

China solar firms 
offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6

IN BRIEF
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Opec agrees modest 
crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional decision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

liquefied natural gas (LNG) project 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

The green light for the Pacific 

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

nificant environmental impact. 

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

Wan Zulkiflee Wan Ariffin told re-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

fident about future gas prices.”

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 

and non-profit organisa-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-

ness of petroleum refin-

ing; marketing of refined 

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

official said.
Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

rain that the figure included spending on 

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cost

DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 

to 34 billion riyals ($9.1 billion). 

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 

been hit hard in the past year by delays in government payments 

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt deal
MEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

PDVSA’s profits down 63pc 
CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.

www.oilandgasnewsonline.com A component of www.tradearabia.com
 Reg No. 1 OGN 025 
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.These vital pipelines will significantly ex-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.

The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-ceiver stations, fibre optic cables, as well as road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the first fully-integrated Saudi EPC contractor.
Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut two refineries towards the end of this year for scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at its refinery in Yanbu and its largest refinery in Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall during the maintenance, in particular middle distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

Yanbu Aramco Sinopec Refining Co (Yas-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut its 400,000 barrel-per-day (bpd) refinery complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 
Saudi Aramco’s Ras Tanura refinery will be shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.

75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)
Arabian pipes_32590 rev.pdf   3   1/19/16   5:08 PM

Aramco presses on 
with key projects

Ras Tanura refinery ... maintenance scheduled for December

Aramco says fire put out at terminalKHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.
SEC signs financing for projectsDUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appealNEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effor t to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 
the first quarter and in the 
fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 
firms plan to cut exploration 
spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92 Leisure        Guide

Today (July 19)
An interactive exhibition is 
being held at the Bahrain 
National Museum highlighting 
Bahraini-British relations. The 
exhibition runs until end of 
August.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain is 
staging a steak night every 
Wednesday from 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant. 
For more details call 
17531122.

Thursday (July 20)
Discover Arabian cuisine at 
the Sheraton Bahrain Hotel 
with traditional dishes such as 
lamb chops with vine leaves, 
Bamia Bil Laham, Khodra 
Mahshi, Arabic cold mezzeh 
and more every Thursday 
from 7.30pm-11.30pm for 
BD14++ per person. 

For more information and to 
book online, visit http://bit.
ly/SHEArabianNights or call 
17533533.

Le Meridien Bahrain City 
Centre will be hosting a 
seafood buffet from 6.30pm-
11pm. The price is BD20 net, 
inclusive of soft drinks, and 
BD34 net, inclusive of a free 
flow of select beverages. 

Al Areen Palace & Spa has 
unveiled a new menu at 
its Saffron restaurant for 
lunch from 12pm-3pm on 
Thursdays and Fridays and 

dinner from 7pm-11pm, daily 
except for Tuesdays. 
For more details call 
17845000.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain is 
hosting a seafood night every 
Thursday from 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant. 
For more details call 
17531122.

Friday (July 21)
Don’t miss the Elite Resort 
& Spa Muharraq’s Carnival 
Friday Brunch with music, 
merriment, sea views and 
pool fun all part of the 
package.
BD14++ for adults and 
free for children under six 
and BD22++ with selected 
beverages.
Call 17313333 for more 
details.

The Gulf Hotel Bahrain is 
hosting Tropical Friday Nights 
from 6pm-midnight. The price 
is BD15 net and includes an 
extensive BBQ, a selection of 
beverages and entertainment 
by a live Cuban band. 
l See Eating Out P11

ART Rotana is hosting a Chill 
Out Friday event at Sunset 
Bar every Friday, starting 
from July 28, which is a night 
featuring tunes from resident 
DJs along with the in-house 
Cuban band. Entry starts 
from BD10 net, and takes 
place from 6pm-midnight. 
For more information contact: 
fb.art@rotana.com or call 
1600011.

The Sheraton Bahrain 
Hotel hosts its celebrated 
Chocoholic Brunch featuring 
international delicacies with 
a special focus on chocolate 
creations.
It is served from 1pm-4pm 
and entry is BD28 net 
inclusive of soft drinks, BD34 
net inclusive of unlimited 
selected beverages and 
BD10 net for children. 
Guests can book by calling 
17533533 or visiting www.
sheratonbahrain.com

Every Friday from 12pm-
4pm there is a brunch at 
Downtown Rotana’s Flavours 
on 2. There are live cooking 
stations and beverages as 
well as a saxophonist. The 

brunch is BD26++ including 
selected beverages and 
BD21++ including soft drinks 
and juices. Three will also be 
all-day free pool access and 
free valet parking.
There is a children’s room 
filled with toys and games for 
all ages. Tickets for children 
aged between six and 12 are 
half price and those under six 
eat for free.
For details, call 13119999 or 
email flavours2.downtown@
rotana.com

The Bahrain’s Bay Kitchen 
at the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is hosting 
a Friday Brunch from 
12.30pm-3.30pm with five 
food stations serving Arabic, 
Western, Indian, Japanese 
and Chinese delicacies. 
Priced BD35++ with selected 
beverages and BD25++ with 
soft drinks and juices.

Le Meridien Bahrain City 
Centre will be hosting its 
‘Sweetest Brunch’ from 
12.30pm-4pm. The price 
is BD18++ inclusive of soft 
drinks or BD30++ inclusive 
of a free flow of select 
beverages. Book for 10+ 
people and receive a 20 per 
cent discount. 

Crowne Plaza, Bahrain is 
hosting its Friday Brunch 
from 12.30pm at BD35 net 
per adult and BD12.750 net 
for children aged from seven 
to 12. 
A ‘Brunch After-Party’ starts 
from 4pm at The Patio and 
entrance is free. 
For more information call 
17531122.

Royal Golf Club’s Jazzy 
Brunch takes place at Links 
restaurant every Friday from 
12pm-4pm. The price is BD30 
net per person inclusive of 
unlimited selected beverages 
and features a musical 
performance from Ahmed Al 
Qasim’s Jazz Experience.

It is also serving ‘Traditional 
Roasts with Trimmings’ every 
Friday and Saturday. The 
price is BD10 net per person. 
There is also a three-hour 
unlimited beverage package 
priced at BD15. 

Saturday (July 22)
The Anghamm Brunch is 
available every Saturday 
at the Tapas and La Mer 
restaurant at Sofitel Bahrain 
Zallaq Thalassa Sea & Spa. 
It costs BD25 net inclusive of 
soft drinks and BD29 net with 
selected beverages. 
To reserve a table call 
17636363.

The Bahrain’s Bay Kitchen 
at the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is staging 
a Saturday Brunch from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm offering 
a wide selection of Arabic 
favourites such as Lamb 
Ouzi and cold mezzes, 
costing BD18++ excluding 
beverages.  

Cure your Saturday blues 
with a throw-back to the 80s 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s 
Primavera restaurant 
between 7pm-11pm. DJ 
Elena will be playing favourite 
old school tunes throughout 
the night while enjoying 
selected beverages prepared 
by creative mixologists. The 
price is BD10++.

Sunday (July 23)
The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
is staging a Thali Business 
Lunch every Sunday to 
Thursday from 12pm-3pm at 
Nirvana. The price is BD12++ 
per person.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
is staging an FBI night 
every Sunday Night at The 
Harvesters & Terrace and 
Tracks Sports Bar from 9pm-
1am. Drinks are 50 per cent 
off for employees of the food 
and beverage industry. 
For more details call 
17531122.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain is 
hosting a set menu Business 
Lunch at Waves Seafood 
Restaurant every Sunday to 
Thursday from 12pm-3pm. 
The price is BD8 net per 
person for two courses and 
BD10 net for three courses. 
For more details call 
17531122. 

Monday (July 24)
ART Rotana is holding a 
Desi Dish Night at Choices 

restaurant, featuring a variety 
of aromatic curries. It takes 
place every Monday with 
buffet packages starting at 
BD12 net per person from 
7pm-10.30pm. 
For more information contact: 
fb.art@rotana.com or call 
1600011.

ART Rotana is hosting 
Enrico’s Pasta Festa Night 
at its Rosso restaurant 
every Monday from August 
28, where Chef Enrico will 
prepare twelve different types 
of freshly made pastas with 
his family secret recipes, 
which were passed down 
to him from his great-great-
grandparents. Starting from 
BD7++, it takes place from 
5pm-9pm. 
For more information contact: 
fb.art@rotana.com or call 
1600011.

Tuesday (July 25)
The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
hosts Ladies Night at Thai 
Lounge every Tuesday from 
7pm-11pm.
For more information, call 
17586499.

Teatro Downtown at 
Downtown Rotana is staging 
a Sushi and Sax Night every 
Tuesday from 6pm-10pm. 
Enjoy a free flow of Sushi 
& Maki while a saxophonist 
plays on for BD15++.
For details, call 13119999 or 
email fb.downtown@rotana.
com

DATES FOR THE DIARY

THE Gulf Hotel Bahrain’s 
Royal Thai restaurant is 
hosting a Thai Cultural 
Event from August 3-4. It 
will feature renowned Thai 
pianist and contemporary 
classical music virtuoso 
musician and composer 
Nat Yontararak, and a 
team of Thai dancers.

ABC NewAd 21xmx2col exchange companies.pdf   19   11/29/15   4:38 PM
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BAHRAIN CINEMA CLUB

Film: A Serious Man
Directors: Ethan Coen and Joel Coen
Duration: 1 hr 46 mins
Cast: Michael Stuhlbarg, Fred Melame, Sari Lennick, 
Aaron Wolff
Plot: Larry Gopnik is a physics professor at a 1960s 
university, but his life is coming apart at the seams. 
His wife is leaving him for one of his more pompous 
acquaintances. His unemployable brother is sleeping on 
the couch, his son is a discipline problem and a shirker at 
school and his daughter is filching money from his wallet in 
order to save up for a nose job. Struggling for equilibrium, 
Larry seeks advice but whether anyone can help him 
overcome his many afflictions remains to be seen.

For details, call Huda Tabbara on 39682323.

SUMMER FESTIVAL

THE Bahrain Summer 
Festival returns once again 
until August 7 with a new 
line-up of top regional and 
international live musical 
and theatrical performances, 
alongside a wide range of 
artistic activities and creative 
workshops.

Amongst those booked to 
perform are El Gato Negro, 
Yacoub Shaheen, A Passage 
To Bollywood and Missoula 
Children’s Theatre.

Now in its ninth edition, the 
annual month-long event 
organised by the Bahrain 
Authority for Culture and 
Antiquities (BACA) aims to 
build on its reputation as 
one of the most anticipated 
events of the year thanks 
to its focus on bringing 

multi-cultural family-friendly 
entertainment to the region. 

The festival is bringing 
back its popular Nakhool 
Tent and staging a variety 
of free activities and 
workshops for children. 
Located at Bahrain Fort, 
the facility features the 
familiar and beloved duo of 
Nakhool and Nakhoola who 
will welcome families from 
4.30pm to 9.30pm every 
day for the duration of the 
festival 

Live shows from regional 
and international performers 
will take place at the Cultural 
Hall. The festival is part 
of BACA’s ‘Our Year of 
Archaeology’ programme 

which celebrates various 
aspects and assets of the 
island’s history, culture and 
heritage.

For more information, visit 
www.bahrainsummer.bh

GLOBAL pop superstar Jennifer Lopez 
will perform live on November 17 at The 
Autism Rocks Arena, Dubai.

Presented by 117Live, the performer, 
who last dazzled Dubai in 2014, promises 
a spectacular show filled with all the Latin 
American glamour, smash-hit singles, 
stunning costumes and breath-taking 

dance numbers that she is best known for. 
Fans of JLo across the region can now 

register for tickets for what is expected to 
be a sold-out show at www.117live.com 

By registering, fans should shortly receive 
a link with a pre-sale invitation and all 
event details prior to any remaining tickets 
being put on general sale. 

Jennifer set to dazzle in the Gulf

THE Crowne Plaza Bahrain will be 
hosting a Hawaiian-themed brunch 
on Friday, July 28 from 12.30pm 
to 4pm. Guests are invited to 
tuck into a tropical treat with food 
and beverages to fit the occasion 
alongside its award-winning fare.

Call 17531122 for more 
information.

THE Lost Paradise of 
Dilmun Waterpark Bahrain 
is offering family and friends 
an unforgettable summer 
season with the launch of its 2017 ‘Your Summer Story begins 
here’ campaign with musical festivals and colourful street acts.

The venue, which covers an overall area of approximately 
77,000sqm, with a built-up area of 45,000sqm, is based on 
the history of ancient Dilmun period with more than 500 stone 
sculptures and fittings to emphasise the theme.

 The park features a range of attractions to keep visitors 
entertained more than 20 rides and slides as well as a sandy 
beach. Major slides have also been added to the line-up, 
including the seven-storey high Aqua Loop Rocket Slide.

The rocket, as featured in GulfWeekly, allows guests to 
experience a vertical free-fall drop, sliding down a tube amidst 
whizzing lights and special effects. 

For the younger ones, a family favourite pirate ship adventure 
includes slides and splash activities in a playhouse setting to 
delight children and parents.  

For further details on the campaign, visit www.lpodwaterpark.
com or call 17845100.

Let’s take a 
splash in the 
sun together

THE Gulf Hotel Bahrain 
Convention & Spa has 
launched its Summer Cash 
Back Promotion. During the 
months of July and August, 
all patrons and guests are 
set for a dining deal, where 
20 per cent of their total 
bill will be able to be spent 
during their next visit.

Rahim Abu Omar, general 
manager, said: “We are 
very excited to launch this 

one of a kind promotion. To 
participate, we will be giving 
away a mini blank cheque 
book that can easily be 
tucked in your wallet. Upon 
settling the total bill in our 
outlet, the 20 per cent value 
amount will be inserted on 
the cheque book where you 
can use this on your next 
visit.”

For information, call 
17713000.

Summer deal for diners

ELITE Hospitality Group has launched its new mobile app, 
which not only assists the company’s guests to book rooms, 
order food and request for services, but also quickly discover 
what interesting events are happening in the kingdom.

A launch event was held at the Elite Crystal Hotel in Juffair. 
It was attended by Elite Group’s senior management, media 
representatives and celebrity guests including Bahrain TV 
personality Hassan Mohammad and popular Bahraini star 
Marwa Khalil. 

During the event, Elite Hospitality Group App’s features were 
presented with a real time download and a booking was made 
through the app. 

Sarosh Aibara, COO of Elite Hospitality Group said: “Elite 
Hospitality’s mobile app is developed to encourage our loyal 
and regular guests to book directly and easily, and to engage 
with them regularly. 

“It shall provide unique offers and packages and tailor-made 
personalised deals for our guests, who will also be able to 
book and order 
various services and 
requests directly from 
this app which is in 
Arabic and English. 
We partnered with 
Easy Stay from 
Spain to get all 
these features active 
and will continue to 
upgrade this app.”

The app is 
available to 
download now on 
Android and iOS. 
It also provides 
local city highlights, 
driving directions 
and updates on local 
events. 

New mobile app for guests

TWO members of the 
Montana-based Missoula 
Children’s Theatre (MCT) will 
visit the kingdom this week, in 
partnership with the Bahrain 
Authority for Culture and 
Antiquities (BACA). 

As part of Bahrain 
Summer Festival activities, 
the Missoula Theatre will 
organise open auditions 
for children interested in 
performing in the play 
Sleeping Beauty on Sunday 
from 10am-midday at the 
Cultural Hall. 

MCT will also hold a 
number of theatre workshops, 
with the first being an 
improvisation workshop on 
Tuesday from 5pm-6.45pm, 
open to eight-to-12 year-olds.

The company’s Whitney 
Brennan Ward and Nick 
Cartusciello will direct 
the play and conduct the 
workshops in Bahrain. 
Whitney has a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in Musical Theatre 
from Central Washington 
University. Nick is a graduate 
of Rutgers University with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Theatre 
Arts.

MCT is a non-profit 
organisation, deeply attuned 
to the important role the arts 
play in all communities. It 
aims to highlight the power 
of creativity, a commitment 
to excellence and the belief 
that theatre facilitates the 

universal desire to connect. 
It is through touring that 

MCT impacts thousands of 
children annually in more 
than 1,100 communities 
around the US, Canada and 
more than a dozen countries 
overseas.

The performance of 
Sleeping Beauty will be held 
on July 28 at the Cultural Hall 
at 7pm. The classic tale of 
jealousy and true love has 
been made into several plays 
and movies and tells the tale 
of an evil witch who curses 
a princess to die on her 16th 
birthday. Thanks to the child’s 
guardian fairies, she only 
falls into a deep sleep that 
can be ended with a token 
of affection from her true 
love. When the hero prince 
is kidnapped and prevented 
from rescuing her the good 
fairies are the last hope 
to free him so that he can 
awaken her.

Casting call for youngsters
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THERE’S an Indian summer 
planned for followers of Etro 
fashion with the launch of its 
latest menswear collection.

It’s paying homage to the 
spiritual wanderers of the 
psychedelic generation who 
made their pilgrimages in the 
1960s from the shores of Goa 
to the Himalayan foothills. 
Pulling from the classic 

imagery of Indian mysticism 
and the esoteric imagination, 
talismans and deities make 

their presence known in the 
offering. 

Elephants stretching their trunks 
to the heavens mingle together in an 
allegorical dreamscape passionately 
animated by Etro’s iconic paisley pattern.

Fabrics were inspired by Kean Etro’s 
grandfather, a textile dealer, who used to 
spend the dry season in Madras alongside 
local weavers that would assemble their 
looms outside to work freely in the fresh air.

The impurities woven into the fabric 
in these impromptu workshops would 
give each yard of fabric its own unique 
fingerprint - a DNA specific to Madras that 
Etro has arduously recreated inch-by-inch 
in his own Italian atelier.

Colours have been exactingly studied 
to create dyes that preserve the essence 
of the collection’s spiritual home: coral, 
tangerine, turquoise and fuchsia work in 
contrast with earthier shades of brown, 

military green and bronze. 
Materials are intentionally informal but 

meticulously wrought. Linen features heavily 
in lightweight blazers, screen-printed with a 
sonorous, multi-coloured paisley pattern or 
richly-coloured Madras checks benefit from a 
flexible linen-viscose composition. 

Combined with raw wool, plaid suiting 
retains the structure of a heavier blend but 
remains light enough for warmer months. 
Rumpled light brown trousers composed 
of a cotton-linen mix keep their leisurely 
tousled texture.

 Linen and rayon shirting maintains 
a handwoven aesthetic, woven with 
contrasting colours to produce a three-
dimensional tone. A simple blazer in lush 

cotton is radiant in all over paisley print, 
featuring archive patterns from Etro’s ‘60s-
era inception.

Painstakingly realised ornamentation 
shines in this collection. Cargo jackets have 
been painted by hand in swirling turquoise, 
green, fuchsia and eggplant macro-paisley. 

Embroidery is expressed in the form of 
sacred mandalas, floral motifs and banding, 
using colourful beads and lightweight iron 
pendants. Collage practices are used 
as embellishment on jackets - faltered, 
broken stitching in colourful threads is used 
to apply patterned panels to otherwise 
stoic blazers in brown and grey plaid. 
Metal stud details, like pointillist paintings, 
take the shape of the collection’s animal 
protagonists: a military green cargo coat 
finds a regal elephant reaching skyward on 
its back panel. 

Trousers come in a wide spectrum of 
volumes, including slim cut tuxedo-style 
evening-wear versions roughly inspired by 
Victorian-era suiting. Linen Madras slacks 
are cut slightly looser, with elastic banded 
ankles for a casual mood and roomy Goa 
pants are fabricated in crêpe linen and 
decadent towel-like cotton boucle. Denim is 
generously decorated: pieces are ornately 
embroidered, printed with bleach or woven 
in paisley-printed jacquard. 

Relaxed kaftan-style shirting is kept 
long, loose and intentionally wrinkled, 
with military style pocket details and band 
collars that retain a sense of structure in the 
garment. Accessories are similarly vibrant 
- gorgeously woven scarfs are imbued with 
an iridescent sheen by contrasting warp 
and weft colours. Hand-printed leather 

espadrilles and sporty, paisley-patterned 
trainers are detailed with suede, moccasin-
like trim. Slouchy leather shoulder bags are 
lined with a similar fringe and hand stamped 
in a bandana pattern. 

A host of playful T-shirts and polos benefit 
from riotous colour and pattern and feature 
the collection’s cast of mystic characters. 

Finally, in a nod to the collection’s 
irresistibly 1960s vibe, Etro’s founder 
Gimmo is immortalised in the style of the 
generation’s avatar, Gimmo Hendrix. A 
psychedelic pop-art portrait fit for the most 
adventurous of spiritual wanderers.

Tips by Jalal, a fashionable man about Manama

SIMPLE silhouettes 
and colourful 
fabrics in 

effortless styles are 
the leading looks for 
COS clothing’s summer 
collection. 

The Swedish brand, which 
stands for Collection of Style, 
has been offering fashion-
lovers around the world 

a modern-take on classic, 
wardrobe essentials since 
2007 and this season it is all 
about ‘combining functional 
designs with re-worked 
colour palettes of vibrant 
greens and muted blues.’ 

Beat the summer heat in 
loose, light and airy draw-

string skirts and tops, comfy 
jumpsuits, shorts and sleeve 
dresses. Women can mix 
and match the minimalistic 
designs to create different 
comfortable, classy and cool 
looks. Pair the skirt with a 
tank top or wear the off the 
shoulder top with leggings. 

The ensembles can be 
completed with COS’s 

pretty adjustable accessories 
including a bead bracelet, 
earrings and necklace. 

A rubberised, leather 
shoulder bag in white 
compliments the collection 
along with matching 
sneakers. 

Check out samples of the 
new pieces at the brand’s 
City Centre Bahrain store.

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

FASHION

Minimalistic magic
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IT’S time to swing on 
down to The Gulf Hotel 
Bahrain Convention 

& Spa to party … as 
well as swim and feast 
on a fabulous BBQ 
and dessert spread of 
deliciousness.

There’s no need to fly away 
on holiday this summer when 
all the pleasures of a tropical 
break can be found poolside 
in Adliya!

The hotel’s swimming pool 
and its palm trees and lush 
green landscaped gardens 
looked fabulous as the sun set 
and guests gathered for last 
weekend’s launch of ‘The 
Tropical Friday Nights by the 
Pool’ promotion. 

And no party can be 
complete without fine fare, 
flowing beverages and the 
sounds of summer rhythms 
and on these fronts the Gulf 
Hotel has once again excelled 
itself.

Senior executive sous chef 
Anwar Gadber and executive 
pastry chef Daniel Lajoux and 
their teams delivered a superb 
spread of both hot and cold 
delights.

Highlights of the BBQ were 
the steaks, grilled chicken, 
burgers, lamb chops and 
Chef Anwar’s amazing take 
on Americano-style spiced 
sausages.

There were baked beans and 
potato wedges to accompany 
the pieces of meat but I 
preferred the calorie-cutting 
choice of salads which 
included a superb apple 
& cheddar chicken and a 
fabulous fresh fruit & barley 
offering.

The desserts were stunning 
and Chef Daniel has brought 
along some ideal refreshing 
and inventive delights to the 
table that he first discovered 

during a spell working in the 
Caribbean.

Check out the Pineapple 
meringue Meli Melo, 
a culinary masterpiece 

alongside the Peach Upside 
Down and the Coconut & 
Guava Turnover.

If that’s not enough, there’s 
a live crepe station, a selection 

of ice-creams from the 
freezer, chocolate brownies, 
banana fritters and even giant 
cookies in a jar on offer. 

Many diners had packed 

their swimming costumes in 
a bag for the occasion and 
dipped into the pool to cool 
down in between courses.

But no party can be 
complete without music 
to capture the mood. Once 
again there were some special 
treats in store thanks to a 
talented act flown in from the 
Caribbean island nation of 
Cuba.

Top of the pops was a 
smashing summer twist to 
Ben E King’s soulful classic 
Stand by Me and the stunning 
girls who make up QBA 
Inside are sure to attract the 
crowds over the coming 
weeks in their own right with 
a sizzling set of up-tempo 
party beats.

Great food, great fun 
and well worth splashing 
out BD15 net per person 
including two rounds of 
beverages, starting from 6pm 
and finishing at midnight.

For more information, call 
17713000 or email info@
gulfhotelbahrain.com
l Check out Editor Stan’s 

interview with the chefs by 
scanning the QR code with 
your start phone or by visiting 
www.gulfweekly.com or our 
Facebook page
l Also, discover the 

hotel’s Summer Cash Back 
Promotion in Leisure Guide 
on Pages 8 & 9.

Tropical nights are a delight
GOURME T REPORT

By STAN SZECOWKA
editor@gulfweekly.com

FRIDAY FUN: Party by the pool and, above, Chef Daniel and his desserts, below, from left, Chef Anwar, meaty marvels on a plate 
and band QBA Inside perform on the outside stage
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A group of talented 
female artists 
from across the 

Middle East and North 
Africa have teamed up to 
showcase their paintings, 
collages, sculptures and 
calligraphy in three-awe-
inspiring exhibitions held 
around the world with the 
aim of promoting peace.

The visual art exhibition, 
entitled I AM, features 
a collection of colourful 
canvases and imagery created 
by 31 artists from Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, 
Jordan, UAE, Morocco, 
Palestine, Egypt, Tunisia, Iraq, 
Yemen and Iran celebrating 
the dynamism, strength and 
pivotal contributions that they 
make to the enduring global 
quest for harmony and peace, 
both locally and globally. 

The exhibitions, which 
were guest curated by Janet 
Rady, a specialist in Middle 
Eastern contemporary art, was 
organised by CARAVAN, an 
international peace building 
arts NGO that originated 
out of Egypt focused on 
developing bridges through 
the arts between the creeds 
and cultures of the East and 
West. 

The show premiered in 
Amman, Jordan at the 
National Gallery of Fine Arts 
in spring 2017 and is currently 
being presented in London at 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields on 
Trafalgar Square until August 
20. 

The third and last show will 
be launched on September 5 in 
Washington DC at the Katzen 
Arts Centre of the American 
University. 

This exhibition originated 
from a desire to creatively 
and positively build on 
the message of the highly-
acclaimed book written by 
former US President Jimmy 
Carter, who is much loved 
and respected in the Middle 
East, titled A Call to Action: 
Women, Religion, Violence 
and Power. 

Reverend Paul-Gordon 
Chandler, founder and 
president of CARAVAN, 
said: “The I AM exhibition 
focuses not on what women 
are missing and often do 
not have, for example equal 
rights, but rather on what they 
inherently do have, and how 
fundamentally essential their 
contribution is in freeing our 
world from sectarian strife of 
any kind. 

“I AM, as the title implies, 
shows the uniqueness of the 
individual, as well as one’s 
identity within the community 
and the world. Additionally, 
the phrase is significant to the 

Abrahamic faiths. The words 
of divine self-identification 
are familiar to Christians and 
Muslims to represent God/
Allah, therefore serving as 
an interreligious bridge. It 
reminds us, regardless of creed, 
of all being equal and one. 

“Above all, the aim is 
to address stereotypes, to 
challenge misconceptions and 
to celebrate the crucial role 
that Middle Eastern women 
play as guardians of peace. 

“We really believe it 
couldn’t be timelier for 
this strategic East-West 
artistic peace building 
initiative. While hundreds 
of governmental and non-
governmental entities are 
strategically addressing the 
challenges women face around 
the world, this initiative 
highlights what women 
contribute toward healing 
our world, because of their 
inherent connection to the 
sanctity of life, and their 

ability to nurture and protect 
it, thereby inspiring a legacy 
of harmony. 

“Thus, the I AM exhibition 
uses the arts for an 
intercultural and interreligious 
interchange, enhancing 
understanding and respect, 
and deepening relationships 
between individuals of 
different cultural and religious 
backgrounds from the Middle 
East and West.”

Prominent and emerging 
artists invited to participate 
in the event were requested 
to create one original two or 
three-dimensional work in 
any still art medium such as 
a painting, drawing, collage, 
photography, digital art, 
mixed media and sculpture. 

Seven Bahraini artists - 
Amina Al Abbasi, Ghada 
Khunji, Mariam Ali Fakhro, 
Marwa Al Khalifa, Mayassa 
Al Sowaidi, Nabeela Al 
Khayer and Taiba Faraj - 
attended the show in Jordan 
which was held under the 
patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Rania Al Abdullah.

Nabeela, a successful 
businesswoman who is just 
as passionate about art, was 
thrilled to feature her work 
at the exhibitions. She has 
participated in various shows 
in the GCC, Asia, the US, the 
UK and Europe. 

She uses a range of mediums 
in her works such as fabrics 

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

We’re making an impression abroad

SUPPORTIVE TALENT: Taiba Faraj, Marwa Al Khalifa, Mariam Ali Fakhro, 
Mayassa Al Sowaidi, Lulwa Al Khalifa, Nabeela Al Khayer and Ghada 
Khunji
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to highlight the colours and 
her impressionist style, in 
addition to acrylic and water 
colours. She is known for 
creating vibrant stories with 
bright and expressive female 
characters spreading positive 
messages.

Nabeela said: “I was very 
excited to present my work 

and I was very happy to 
show Bahraini art outside my 
country. It was an opportunity 
to meet other artists and to 
share our experiences. 

“This is also an excellent 
opportunity to show the 
contribution of Bahraini women 
in shaping our society to the 
whole world. It is a positive 
celebration of the unique voice 
of women of Middle Eastern 
heritage helping to shape a 
harmonious world.”

According to Claire Marie 
Pearman, the programme and 
development coordinator of 
CARAVAN, the exhibition in 
Amman was a huge success and 
they were excited to feature the 
same collection in London.

Claire said: “We were very 
excited about the opening of I 
AM in London at St Martin-in-
the-Fields which has long been a 
meeting place of ideas, cultures 
and traditions. St Martin’s 
partnership with CARAVAN 
on I AM is an extension of the 
church’s interfaith work and 
exhibitions programme.”

The art evening in the 

English capital, which 
attracted more than 400 
guests, began in the church 
with an opening programme 
boasting special speakers and 
music provided by The Peace 
and Prosperity Trust. 

Reverend Dr Sam Wells, 
vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields, 
welcomed guests and was 
then followed by Jordanian 
ambassador Mazen Kemal 
Homoud who also addressed the 
audience. 

Rev Canon Paul-Gordon 
Chandler then explained the 
background of CARAVAN 
as well as introduced 
participating artist Sheikha 
Lulwa Al Khalifa to share her 
perspective on being an artist 
in this global exhibition.

Sheikha Lulwa said: “I was 
very honoured to be approached 
by CARAVAN to take part 
in the I AM exhibition. My 
painting, From The Outside 
2, which explores the concept 
of perception of the other, was 
chosen for the exhibition. 

“Too many divisive things 
are being said and done these 

days by people and groups 
seeking to divide us and make 
us forget that our humanity 
and common concerns unite 
us as human beings sharing 
this planet.

“The bridge that 
CARAVAN is building 
to unite the East and West 
through art is a remarkable 
endeavour that I support and 
believe in wholeheartedly. 
Through art we can show our 
commonality without being 
didactic. 

“What is beautiful about I 
AM is the diversity of the art 
shown which in turn shows 
the diversity of the women 
who created the works.

“The women of the Middle 
East are like women all over 
the world, layered, complex 
and varied in our beliefs 
and concerns. We cannot be 
painted in a single shade. 
We are an integral part of the 
fabric of humanity and that is 
what Caravan has highlighted 
through I AM.”

During the event, Sir Derek 
Plumbly, chairman of the 
Arab British Centre, spoke 
of his political experience in 
the Middle East and the role 
of women in peace-building 
efforts. 

Others to share their stories 
included Vanessa Branson, 
founder of the Marrakech 
Biennale and Mahmoud 
Freihat of The Jordan 
Tourism Board. 

There were musical 
performances throughout by 
sopranos Dima Bawab and 
Margo Arsane, who were 
accompanied on the piano by 
Toby Purser, provided by The 
Peace and Prosperity Trust. 

Claire added: “The response 
was very positive with people 
feeling that they had a gained 
a valuable insight into the 
lives and accomplishments of 
Middle Eastern women and 
the huge contribution that 
they make to peace building 
and promoting harmony. 

“They also enjoyed the 
programme, learning a 
great deal about the vast 
experiences of Sir Derek 
Plumbly and Vanessa Branson 
while also being entertained 
by the very accomplished 
sopranos.

“We are already working 
on the preparations for the 
opening in Washington DC 
and are very much looking 
forward to the US leg of the 
global tour.”

An exciting schedule of 
programmes and events 
are also accompanying the 
exhibitions at each venue to 
stimulate discussion, dialogue 
and education, promoting 
further understanding.

We’re making an impression abroad

SUPPORTIVE TALENT: Taiba Faraj, Marwa Al Khalifa, Mariam Ali Fakhro, 
Mayassa Al Sowaidi, Lulwa Al Khalifa, Nabeela Al Khayer and Ghada 
Khunji

THOUGHTFUL PIECE: Mother 
by Maitha Demithan at the 

opening night in London
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PARK Regis will open its 
first hotel in Bahrain later 
this year. The Park Regis 
Lotus will feature 164 guest 
rooms, six food and bever-
age outlets, including a 
1,000-capacity ballroom, 
swimming pool and gym.

Its parent company 
StayWell Hospitality Group 
believes the Juffair prop-
erty will be the ‘perfect 
introduction’ to the brand 
for guests.

StayWell Hospitality 
Group CEO Simon Wan said 
that the recent signing of 
a marketing license agree-
ment with Manama-based 
VKL Group, a key regional 
player which owns and 
operates a portfolio of ho-
tels with more than 1,300 

rooms and another 600 
rooms shortly, will enable it 
to open additional proper-
ties across the kingdom in 
the coming 12 months.

“We are hoping that this 
magnificent property is the 
stepping stone for a further 
presence in Bahrain,” said 
Mr Wan.

VKL Group chairman Dr 
Varghese Kurian said that 
formalising the partnership 

with StayWell Hospitality 
Group and opening the 
Park Regis Lotus in the last 
quarter of 2017 was also 
the start of significant ex-
pansion in the Middle East. 
“We are looking forward 
to a long and successful 
partnership with StayWell 
Hospitality Group and 
are confident that we can 
move quickly with future 
properties under the Stay-
Well brands - Park Regis 
and Leisure Inn,” Dr Kurian 
added. 

Based in Sydney Australia, 
StayWell Hospitality Group, 
together with strategic 
partners, has a combined 
network of 71 properties 
worldwide across 14  
countries.

Campaign joy

PRIZE guy Mohammed 
Labeed has been 
celebrating his grand 
raffle prize win with hotel 
executives. He picked up 
the grand family getaway 
gift in the Intercontinental 
Hotel Group (IHG) 
Ramadan grand raffle 
staged by Crowne 
Plaza Bahrain and the 
Intercontinental Regency 
Bahrain.

The Labeed family will 
enjoy flights to the UAE 
and accommodation at the 
luxurious InterContinental 

Dubai Marina with 
complimentary breakfast 
and tickets for the whole 
family to Dubai Parks & 
Resorts. 

Mohammed, pictured 
centre, is seen here 
with Priya Shankar, 
Crowne Plaza marketing 
and communications 
manager, GM  Gilles 
Nicolas, Ahmed Hisham, 
Intercontinental Regency 
director of sales and  Anan 
Elkady, Intercontinental 
Regency marketing and 
communication manager.

Lucky winner

Hotel plans

FIGHT Night 2 took place at the Crowne 
Plaza Bahrain to help promote boxing, 
give amateurs a chance to put their skills 
to the test and work towards Bahrain 
Boxing Club’s Olympic ambitions. The 
club also offers scholarships to Bahrainis 
keen on learning the ring art.

Amongst the VIPs in the audience sup-
porting the event was US ambassador 
William Roebuck and Secretary General 
of the Bahrain Federation of Expatriate 
Associations (BFEA) Betsy Mathieson, the 
mother of organiser and boxing trainer, 
Tariq Abdulrahman.

Fight night

New in post

In focus

BANK ABC has recently appointed 
Grant Lowen as group chief credit 
and risk officer based at its head of-
fice in Bahrain.

He joins from QNB in Qatar, where 
he served in a similar position since 
2012. He has extensive experience in 
the banking industry and worked in-
ternationally in several countries over 
the past 30 years.

The outgoing acting GCCRO, Paul Howard, will be relocating 
from Bahrain in line with his original plans. 

THE Bahrain Tourism and Exhibitions Authority (BTEA) and 
Labour Fund Tamkeen have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding to support the development of  the Online 
Hotel Integration Project recently launched by BTEA. 

The project links all the data related to the hotel industry 
under one system. The signing ceremony was held between 
the authority’s CEO Shaikh Khalid bin Humood Al Khalifa 
and the Tamkeen’s CEO Dr Ebrahim Mohammed Janahi, in 
the presence of senior management from both entities.  

During the last decade around 40,000 companies from the 
private sector across various industries have been supported 
in order to elevate the economy and achieve Tamkeen’s 
mission to position the private sector as a main contributor 
to the national economy.

GULF Hotels Group CEO Garfield Jones presented a cheque 
to the value of BD1,000 to Child Care Home’s vice-chairman 
Dr Akbar Mohsen Mohamed in the presence of Ron Peters, 
the group’s deputy CEO.

HESSA Isa Mo-
hammed won 
the grand prize 
of a monthly 
salary of BD500 
for 10 years in 
the latest Al 
Waffer account 
from Khaleeji 
Commercial 
Bank (KHCB) 
draw. The lucky 
account holder 
said: “Winning 
this prize is like a 
dream.”

EBRAHIM K. Kanoo has an-
nounced the winners of the 
Toyota Service Ramadan Cam-
paign’s third and fourth raffle 
draws. Bassam Saleh and Mo-
hammed Hijris each won $5,000, 
grand prizes of the campaign 
that saw a total of 154 custom-
ers win prizes worth $50,000.

The service campaign, which 
has been extended until the end 

of July, gives Toyota owners a 
25 per cenr discount on labour 
and parts charges, and 10 per 
cent off on their next service 
visit during 2017. They can 
also receive up to 25 per cent 
discount on Llumar and Ziebart 
car care services, and 25 per cent 
discounts on Michelin tyres. 

l Motoring Weekly:  
Pages 18 & 19
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Education       Matters
Head teacher Chris Fenton offers classroom tips for teachers, students and parents

Social Scene
Royal visit

UNITED Kingdom sailors and 
marines, based in the Naval 
Support Activity in Bahrain, 
hosted a visit from His Royal 
Highness Prince Michael of 
Kent. 

Prince Michael of Kent is the 
Commodore-in-Chief for the 
Maritime Reserves and is also 
an Honorary Vice Admiral in the 
Royal Navy and it is in this ca-
pacity that he visited Bahrain. 

Prince Michael, who was last 
in Bahrain in 2004, was shown 
around the building site that 
will soon become HMS Jufair, 

the permanent base for UK 
Naval Forces in Bahrain. Last 
November, Prince Charles 
opened the welfare block of 
HMS Jufair at Mina Salman 
Naval Base, which was a gift 
from His Majesty King Hamad 
to the UK to celebrate 200 
years of relations between the 
countries.

Commander of The United 
Kingdom Maritime Component 
Command (UKMCC), Commo-
dore Steve Dainton said: “As we 
prepare for the commissioning 
of HMS Jufair later this year this 

visit displayed an ongoing com-
mitment the United Kingdom 
has to the region.”

During the course of the visit 
Prince Michael of Kent met UK 
maritime reservists from the 
Royal Navy Reserves (RNR) and 
the Royal Marines Reserves 
(RMR) employed both in Com-
bined Maritime Force (CMF) 
and UKMCC. 

Prince Michael, currently 43rd 
in line of royal succession, also 
met with His Royal Highness 
Prime Minister Prince Khalifa 
bin Salman Al Khalifa, as re-

ported by GulfWeekly’s sister 
daily, The Gulf Daily News.

British businessmen, includ-
ing GulfWeekly editor Stan 
Szecowka, later met Prince Mi-
chael at a reception at the Euro 
Motors’ Jaguar and Land Rover 
showroom in Sitra, accompa-
nied by British ambassador 
Simon Martin, and welcomed 
by Al Zayani Investments 
Group of Companies honorary 
chairman Khalid Al Zayani.

The company’s partnership 
with Land Rover dates back 
to 1949 and in the early days 

the vehicles were locally called 
Zayanis!

The royal visitor is a vintage 
car enthusiastic and admired a 
classic Jaguar E-Type especially 
placed on display and similar to 
one he once owned.

A 4.2-litre FHC was bought 
by Prince Michael of Kent after 
his older brother, the Duke 
of Kent, bought one of the 
first E-types - chassis number 
007. The car was sold in 1966 
after he became increas-
ingly frustrated with the UK’s 
70mph speed limit, as he had 

previously driven it at speeds 
of 150mph on the German 
autobahns. 

In 1984 he was quoted as de-
scribing the E-Type as ‘a beauti-
ful motor car, immensely quick 
and probably the most enjoy-
able car I have ever owned’.

Prince Michael is the presi-
dent of the Royal Automobile 
Club, as well as a long-standing 
promoter of road safety issues 
through his own road safety 
awards scheme and his work as 
the patron of the Commission 
for Global Road Safety. 

IT’S a tradition in 
my family to take a 
photograph of our 

children on the first day 
of a new school year and 
the last day.  

It marks a moment in 
our children’s lives and 
helps them to recognise 
the enormity of what they 
have achieved. Not only 
have they grown physically, 
but also in ways that we 
sometimes don’t realise such 
as maturity, social skills and, 
of course, intelligence.

When I sit and discuss the 
changes with my children, 
it is always an interesting 
conversation because 
when I ask them to think 
about the things that were 
important back in September 
(worries, fears and trends) 
and ask if they are still as 
important now after an entire 
educational year has come 
and gone, the answer is 
always ‘no’.

The lesson for children 
here is that what actually is 

important are the things that 
remain important throughout 
life; honesty, integrity, self-
belief and effort and not 
who is friends with who or 
whether your school bag is 
the right make and colour.  

Obviously to a developing 
mind, small things like this 
do become overly important, 
but it is a parent’s job to 
instill the more important 
values in their children since 
by doing so you will help 
them to overcome any barrier 
they face, no matter how 
small.

Preparing children for 
adult life is a long process 
that can’t be handed over to 
schools alone.  

Over the years I have seen 
many parents with an attitude 
to supporting their child’s 
learning that borders on 
neglect, so wrapped up in 
their own little ‘adult’ worlds 
are they. 

Parents like these presume 
that it is the school’s 
responsibility alone to guide 

their children and only seem 
to take an interest when 
they are sat in the head 
teacher’s office discussing 
why their child isn’t making 
progress or worse, discussing 
their child’s inappropriate 
behaviour.  

Again, such parents seem 

to be shocked to hear these 
things yet if they had taken 
the interest, they would 
have been in a position to 
intervene and guide their 
children when things seemed 
to be going wrong.

For example, I never cease 
to be amazed at the amount 

of parents who claim to 
have no idea when they are 
told that their children are 
bullying others.  

Bullying is usually the 
biggest cry for help from 
neglected children who are 
desperate for guidance or 
simple recognition from 

their parents and, therefore, 
transfer their pain on to 
others and will go out of 
their way to get any kind of 
attention at all be it good or 
bad.  Ultimately, the blame 
for this always lies firmly at 
the feet of the parents.

Schools teach children 
much more than a 
curriculum, they teach 
values and the importance 
of rules and systems so 
they can function as adults 
and contribute to the world 
positively. 

The way that children cope 
with the structure of school, 
however, is directly down to 
the lessons they are taught by 
their parents at home.  

Every single child is 
different from the last but 
they can always be split up 
into two clearly obvious 
categories, those who have 
been guided by responsible 
parents and those who 
haven’t … and the difference 
between the two is very clear 
for all to see



CARS has always been the 
black sheep of Pixar’s 
roster. While most of the 

studio’s creations are viewed 
as landmarks in the animation 
industry and soar high on critical 
praise, Cars has been left in the 
dust and the first two films were 
somewhat of a wreck.

However, it was a roaring success on 
the merchandise front, which perhaps 
offers insight into why this franchise has 
spawned a trilogy when some of its finer 
siblings don’t even get a sequel.

While that may be a negative note 
to start on, things are about to take a 
swift U-turn around a hairpin as Cars 3 
actually gets it right for the most part, 
and deserves to bear the Pixar name.

In fact, there’s a very meta scene in 
this movie where Lightning McQueen 
(voiced by Owen Wilson), when shown a 
room filled with extravagant merchandise 
bearing his likeness, declares he’s not 
just a brand. It feels like Pixar addressed 
the toy-selling concerns, and director 
Brian Fee delivers a more nuanced, 
emotional journey which gave him 
the confidence to include such a self-
referential scene.  

The story begins with Lightning 
suddenly supplanted as the hotshot racer 
to beat on the circuit as a new generation 
of cars takes centre stage, led by the 
flashy, formidable Jackson Storm (Armie 
Hammer). No matter what he tries, 
Lightning can’t seem to outrace Jackson, 
and a devastating crash sidelines him 
completely – and casts doubt on whether 
he can or should ever race again. 

But Lightning is determined to return 
to the sport he loves and begins getting 
ready, backed by a slick, ambitious 
sponsor, Sterling (Nathan Fillion), and 
with the help of an energetic trainer, 
Cruz Ramirez (Cristela Alonzo).

Cars was a basic story about a naturally 

skilled but arrogant athlete learning 
about good sportsmanship, while Cars 2 
was a spy caper. Both had their amusing 
moments, but neither had that weight 
Pixar usually brings to its stories. Cars 
3, on the other hand, feels like it’s about 
something deeper. Lightning’s story 
here is filled with allegory and metaphor, 
in that classic Pixar manner, as he is 
determined to end his career on his own 
terms, even as he has to acknowledge 
he’s not what he once was.

The set up makes it easy to assume 
Cars 3 is the Rocky III of the series – 
with Lightning meeting his match, taking 
a bad loss, and then fighting his way back 
to victory. But the film has more on its 
mind than that, taking a good, hard look 
at what it’s like to be an aging athlete (or 
any aging professional) who has to come 
to terms with not being the best anymore 
and that, at a certain point, someone new 
will supplant you.

Thankfully, it works. Lightning is 
a much more fully realised character 
here, and Wilson’s charismatic delivery 
captures the thoughtful feeling he’s is 
going through. Meanwhile, Lightning’s 
dynamic with Cruz is great and easy to 
invest in, with Alonzo perfectly capturing 
her amusing mixture of enthusiasm and 
trepidation.

There are some typically impressive 
Pixar visuals, with the scenes of the cars 
racing looking better than ever – and 
often eerily realistic, such as when you’re 

watching them from afar or behind and 
don’t see those eyes where the headlights 
should be. One scene on a beach where 
Lightning and Cruz are training is 
particularly lovely, featuring gorgeous-
looking waves in the background as the 
two cars zoom along the sand.

Cars 3 still has some off moments and 
the humour is hit and miss, though there 
are some very funny scenes. Also on 
the downside, it’s surprising how one-
dimensional Jackson Storm is, who’s 
a very simplistic antagonist with zero 
layers, delivering one condescending line 
after another to Lightning.

On top of that, Cars 3 still has the 
innate oddness of being about talking 
cars in a world made only of cars. While 
Pixar has so deftly invested us in talking 
toys, monsters, emotions and more, the 
Cars films have a strange distancing 
factor. It’s a weird world, filled with 
moments that can easily give you pause 
or take you out of the story for a second. 
There’s a scene where a character 
mentions getting letters from another, 
and I found myself wondering: “Wait, 
how do cars write letters?”

Cars 3 may not be among the best 
films Pixar has made, but it’s definitely 
the best film in the Cars series and the 
first to feel worthy of the Pixar label. It’s 
got more on its mind than simply being 
about Lightning trying to win a race 
and is the first Cars film likely to truly 
resonate with a larger audience beyond 
the kids who love it already. 

It still has flaws, but there’s a nice sense 
of closure here, too, which would make 
this a perfect and redemptive beat to 
take the chequered flag on – both for the 
characters and the franchise as a whole.
l Showing at: Cineco, Seef II, Saar, 

Wadi Al Sail, Mukta A2
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Movie-loving Kristian Harrison checks out the big screen releases on show in a cinema near you

Bite-sized trailers
Spider-Man: Homecoming 

DIRECTOR: Jon Watts

CAST: Tom Holland, Michael Keaton, 
Robert Downey Jr. 

PLOT: Peter Parker, with the help of 
his mentor Tony Stark, tries to balance 
his life as an ordinary high school 
student in New York City while fighting 
crime as his superhero alter ego 
Spider-Man when a new threat emerges. 

SHOWING IN: Novo, Cineco, Seef II, Wadi Al Sail, Saar, 
Dana, Mukta A2

STARRING: Owen Wilson, Cristela 
Alonzo, Chris Cooper

DIRECTOR: Brian Fee

GENRE: Animation

RATING: G

RUNNING TIME: 109 minutes 

CARS 3 

1 popcorn – stay home 
5 popcorns – start queuing

KRISTIAN’S VERDICT

Current 
Position Title

Weekend 
Takings

Gross 
to date

1 War for the Planet of the Apes $57M $57M

2 Spider-Man: Homecoming $45M $208M

3 Despicable Me 3 $19M $188M

4 Baby Driver $9 $73M

5 The Big Sick $8M $16M

6 Wonder Woman $7M $381M

7 Wish Upon $6M $6M

8 Cars 3 $3M $140M

9 Transformers: The Last 
Knight $3M $125M

10 The House $2M $23M

  imdb movie charts

Driving to the front

Despicable Me 3

DIRECTORS: Kyle Balda, Pierre 
Coffin

CAST: Steve Carell, Kristen Wiig, 
Trey Parker 

PLOT: After he is fired from the 
Anti-Villain League for failing to take 
down the latest bad guy to threaten 
humanity, Gru finds himself in the 
midst of a major identity crisis. But when a mysterious 
stranger shows up to inform Gru that he has a long-lost 
twin brother – a brother who desperately wishes to follow 
in his twin’s despicable footsteps – one former super-
villain will rediscover just how good it feels to be bad.  

SHOWING IN: Novo, Cineco, Seef II, Wadi Al Sail, Saar, 
Dana, Mukta A2

Pirates of the Caribbean: 
Dead Men Tell No Tales

DIRECTORS: Joachim Rønning, 
Espen Sandberg

CAST: Johnny Depp, Geoffrey Rush, 
Javier Bardem 

PLOT: Captain Jack Sparrow finds the 
winds of ill-fortune blowing even more 
strongly when deadly ghost pirates led by his old nemesis, 
the terrifying Captain Salazar, escape from the Devil’s 
Triangle, determined to kill every pirate at sea...including 
him. Captain Jack’s only hope of survival lies in seeking out 
the legendary Trident of Poseidon, a powerful artifact that 
bestows upon its possessor total control over the seas.  

SHOWING IN: Cineco, Seef I, Wadi Al Sail, Dana,  
Mukta A2
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WIN A CUP OF COFFEE at crust & crema by answering this quiz question and emailing your answer to editor@gulfweekly.com
What percentage of coffee drinkers add sweetener? a) one fifth  b) one fourth c) one third. Entries must be received by noon on 
Sunday. The first correct one opened will be emailed a coupon. Normal GulfWeekly contest rules apply. The Editor’s decision is 
final.

Quiz winner: Reader ALEX BALSAMO won a 
breakfast by correctly answering that about 
b) 40 per cent of coffee drinkers prefer their 
beverage black.
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crust & crema
cerebrally

TimeOut
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ACROSS
1. Belie (12)
7. Kingdom (5)
8. Joy (5)
9. Sick (3)
10. Mediate (9)
11. Stir (6)
12. Oppose (6)
15. Disconcert (9)
17. Acquire (3)
18. Reason (5)
19. Smallest (5)
21. Casual (12)

DOWN
1. Splendour (12)
2. Epoch (3)
3. Distant (6)
4. Temperance (9)
5. Din (5)
6. Showy (12)
7. Memento (5)
10. Meddle (9)
13. Block of  metal (5)
14. Hammer (6)
16. Leap (5)
20. Skill (3)

crossword break

darn tough sudoku So you think you’re good enough at Sudoku to crack this baby?  Remember, we were the first in 
the Gulf to bring you this bit of Japanese mayhem...so we don’t kid around

who, what,  
where, when
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Darn Tough SudokuLast week’s sudoku

darn tough sudoku

Su
do

ku

     Solutions in next week’s issue.

Su
do

ku

CROSSWORD BREAK: 
Across:  4 Stylish; 
8 Recall; 9 Breaker; 
10 Though; 11 Inhale; 
12 Slattern; 18 Instance; 
20 Demand; 21 Cancel; 
22 Content; 23 Desert; 
24 Hearten. 
Down: 1 Protest; 
2 Scholar; 3 Slight; 
5 Terminus; 6 Loathe; 
7 Seemly; 13 Evidence; 
14 Enacted; 15 Replete; 
16 Devote; 17 Batter; 
19 Trader.

Who, What, Where, 
When: Edward VI, 
Delta, Munich, 1755; 
Jack London, Australian and 
New Zealand Army Corps, 
Selhurst Park, 1937.

Just So: Try that on for 
size; Across the board; 
Assault with a deadly 
weapon; Crack of the whip.

WHO … played Bruce Wayne’s butler Alfred 
in the film Batman Begins?

WHAT … does a spirometer measure?

WHERE … was the venue of the London 
Live 8 concert in 2005?

WHEN … was the Suez canal opened?

WHO … was Prime Minister of Britain at the 
start of the Second World War?

WHAT … is a person lacking if they are 
suffering from scurvy?

WHERE … in the US is the 
Beehive state?

WHEN … was Tom Cruise born?

Last Week’s 
Leisure Solutions

just so
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Feet up and in a harness driving $3m dream machine

Recognition for exceptional 
tyre sales in the kingdom

Outstanding accolades

THE answer to a 
‘hole lot of trouble’ 
on Bahrain’s roads 

and costly service repair 
bills could be found 
by the development of 
fabulous flanges.

Driving through a pothole 
can damage your tyres, rock 
the suspension and even 
crack shiny alloy wheels. So 
a wheel that is apparently 
able to ‘eliminate road-based 
damage’ will be welcomed 
by motorists used to bumping 
along side streets and village 
roads.

Michelin’s Acorus alloy has 
been developed over the past 
two years and features tough 
but flexible rubber flange, a 
projecting flat collar which 
serves for strengthening and 
is built directly into the metal 
rim where it meets the tyre. 

These flanges absorb 
impacts when the wheel 
strikes potholes, according to 
Michelin.

Terry Gettys, in charge of 
research and development 
boss at the company, told 
Auto Express magazine 
that the technology could 
be rolled out to other 
manufacturers and could also 
be ‘retro-fitted’ to existing 
cars. 

At the wheel’s launch in 
Montreal, Mr Gettys said: “It 
should completely eliminate 

road-based damage. Acorus 
also performs better than 
a standard tyre on rutted 
roads.”

Michelin says it will 
cost slightly more than a 
conventional wheel and a 
figure will be announced at 
Germany’s Frankfurt Motor 
Show in September. 

Any tyre can be fitted to the 

Acorus and fitters will not 
need specialist equipment to 
carry this out.

Motoring organisations 
have welcomed the 
development. 

Problems currently include 
broken suspension springs, 
damaged shock absorbers 
and bent wheels. 

A large pothole appeared in 

Hidd, our sister newspaper 
The Gulf Daily News 
reported on Monday. The 
hole suddenly formed just 
24-hours earlier on the 
left lane of the Dry Dock 
Highway towards Manama. 
Reports on social media also 
claimed that several cars 
were damaged after running 
into it.

Cure for potholes

TOP TEAM: Waleed Kanoo and Dr Bijan Majidi received the 
prizes.

ASTON Martin and Red Bull Advanced 
Technologies have been working 
intensively to further develop the 
Aston Martin Valkyrie hypercar’s 
aerodynamics, body styling and cockpit 
packaging.  

The teardrop-shaped cockpit’s upper 
body surfaces and lower tub contours 
follow the envelope of space available 
between the huge full length Venturi 
tunnels that run either side of the 
cockpit floor. 

Drawing huge quantities of air beneath 
the car to feed the rear diffuser, these 
tunnels are the key to generating the 
Aston Martin Valkyrie’s downforce 
while keeping the upper body surfaces 
free from additional aerodynamic 
devices that its designers say would 
spoil the purity of the styling. 

To maximise interior space the seats 
are mounted directly to the tub, with 
occupants adopting a reclined ‘feet-up’ 
position reminiscent of today’s Formula 
One and Le Mans Prototype race cars, 

ensuring driver and passenger are 
‘extremely safe, perfectly supported and 
feel completely at one with the car’. 

A four-point harness comes as 
standard, while an optional six-point 
harness will be offered for those who 
intend to do more track driving.

The steering wheel is also detachable, 
both to aid ingress and egress, and to 
serve as an additional security device.  

The all-enveloping bodywork and 
roof-mounted engine air intake means 
there is no rear window, negating the 

requirement for a rearview mirror. 
Matt Hill, Aston Martin creative 

director of interiors said: “We’ve 
embraced Red Bull Racing’s Formula 
One ethos and approached from a 
different angle than conventional road 
car design. You really do have to sit in it 
to believe there is genuine space for two 
large adults.”   

Full production of the $3m upcoming 
sports car with a 6.5 L Cosworth 
naturally-aspirated V12 engine is set to 
start next year.

Y. K. ALMOAYYED 
& Sons (YKA), the sole 
distributor of premium tyre 
brand ‘Toyo Tires’ from 
Japan, awarded Ameen S. 
Moh’d Al Qassab as ‘best 
dealer’ in recognition of its 
exceptional sales performance 
in the Bahrain market.

Sadath Cheriyaputhur, 
proprietor of the dealership, 
received a prize plaque 
and a gift of Werther 
Garage Equipment from 
Georgekutty Thomas – GM, 
Heavy Equipment Spares 
and TBLE Division of 
YKA.

MOTORCITY, Isuzu 
vehicle distributors in the 
kingdom, was awarded 
Gold Category Awards 
in both service and spare 
parts division categories at 
the Isuzu Motors Middle 
East Dealer Standard 
Awards ceremony in 
Dubai for its ‘outstanding 
operations’.

The departments were 
evaluated based on its 
service and parts facility, 
customer satisfaction, 
inventory, training, records 
management and other 
criteria. 

Motorcity Senior GM 
Dr Bijan Majidi said the 
awards help motivate 
the team, adding: “We 

are constantly striving to 
elevate the overall level 
of after sales, customer 
service and satisfaction. 
This award recognises our 
commitment to investing 
in infrastructure, staff 
training, continuous 
skills development, parts 
availability and inventory 
management. We are 
pleased and honoured to 
receive these awards.”

For more information, 
visit the Motorcity Service 
Centre in Ma’ameer 
Industrial Estate, call 
17702121, or visit the 
Motorcity showrooms 
in Nuwaidrat which can 
also be reached by calling 
17702111 or 39211451.

NEW DESIGNS: Aston Martin Valkyrie and, right, the detachable steering column

REGULAR GRIND: 
A road in Janabiya 
and, inset, the 
pothole in Hidd

ALL SMILES: A prize plaque and a giant poster



www.gulfweekly.comMotoringWeekly 19July 19 - 25, 2017

PROPERTY FOR RENT

GARDENIA -  JUFFAIR:
2 bedroom apartment Built-up area 161 sq.m 

Price BD 550/- Ref. AP217 
BUSINESS BAY:

88 sq.m office, Price BD 800/- Ref. 396

JUFFAIR HEIGHTS:
2 bedroom apartment, Built-up area 112 sq.m

Price BD 750/-, Ref. AP404

BLOCK 338 - ADLIYA:
277 sq.m commercial space

Ideal for a restaurant or a café,  
Price BD 3,000/- Ref.PL146

FLOATING CITY - AMWAJ:
2 bedroom villa, Price BD 1,000/-

Ref. VI402.

SEEF BUSINESS CENTER:
14 sq.m office, Price BD 499/-

Ref. OF401

RAS ZUWAID:
1,500 sq.m commercial or light industrial land

Price BD 1,200/-, Ref.PL380
For more information contact:   T: +973 1729 8210  

E: admin@starrealestate.bh

CANADA, USA, UK
Consultancy- Permanent 

residence, job opportunities.  
Send CV: 

 margholdingspc@gmail.com,  
17001882,  

Call/WhatsApp: 34686092

REMOVAL SERVICES:  
Household, office 

furniture packing, moving 
& general cleaning. 

KARAM ALKHAIR.  
Tel: 17281007, 39591626

For further details on these vacancies or for more information on our services 
please contact us on +973 17565363 or email a Word format CV to

one of our experienced consultants at  jobs@gulfconnexions.com 
For more jobs kindly refer to our website: www.gulfconnexions.com  

Head of Corporate Planning, Qatar
A great opportunity to be part of Qatar booming market. 

A well-known financial institution in Qatar, is looking for a Head of 
Corporate Planning to join their expanding team. The successful candidate 
needs 7-10 years of relevant experience in a planning or strategy function. 

Responsibilities:
• Ensure a clear reporting mechanism and the implementation of a 

dashboard system per department that is constantly updated and 
maintained by the Corporate Planning Supervisor.

• Develop, implement and maintain organization level plans; both 
departmental and corporate plans.

• Close coordination with the Corporate Performance Management 
Advisor to analyse and interpret operating results and create annual 
operating and long term review plans in close coordination with the team

• Review and update Corporate level strategy as received from CEO and top 
management and support in setting corporate level targets and 
department level targets in case of change requests of targets.

• Assist the team to ensure that strategy is properly communicated through 
Corporate Planning Supervisor and Corporate Planning Officer and 
provide support in developing the material necessary for communicating 
the strategy to departments.

Requirements:
• MBA with specialization in strategy or Master’s degree in a related field 

like business strategy
• Minimum of 7-10 years of relevant experience in a planning or strategy 

function with 3-5 years of experience preferably with a local/Gulf bank in 
a similar role

• Certification in balance scorecard is an added advantage
• Fluent in Arabic and English

Please send Word CVs and cover letters to 
helen.opena@gulfconnexions.com Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

VILLAS FOR 
SALE 

Ready to move in 
4 & 5 Bedrooms 

Plot area: 755 sqm 
& 1035 sqm
 At Al Areen 

Mobile: 37334405

VERMINEX 
Pest Control 

Professionals in Bahrain 
for 35 years- the safest, 
government approved 

products used. 
Tel. 17280188  

www.verminexbahrain.com

SERVICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

ALLIED 
PICKFORDS 

for your move. Professional 
Packing/ Shipping of 

household effects/ vehicles 
by sea/ air worldwide. 
Special groupage rates 

to the UK. Airconditioned 
storage facility. Contact us 

today for a survey  
and good advice. 

Tel. 17735355 / 17731752, 

email: info@
alliedpickfords.com.bh

CARGO

JUFFAIR 
HEIGHTS:

2 bedroom apartment, 
built-up area 113.3 sq.m  
price BD 90,000/- (Neg), 

Ref. AP361

EXHIBITION 
ROAD:

264 sq.m Office, Price 
BD 160,000/-
Ref: OF358

NASMAH WEST 
- JUFFAIR:

2 bedroom apartment
Built-up area 115 sq.m, 

Price BD 60,000/-
Ref: AP353

contact:   T: +973 1729 8210  
E: admin@starrealestate.bh

PROPERTY 
FOR SALE

ANNOUNCE 
YOUR

FESTIVE 
PROMOTIONS

in
GDN Classifieds.

ROLLS-ROYCE will 
be celebrating the 
50th anniversary 

year of The Beatles 
legendary album Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band in its own 
way by bringing the 
colourful Rolls-Royce 
Phantom V, famous for 
being owned by John 
Lennon, back home to 
London.

Currently owned by the 
Royal British Columbia 
Museum in Canada, the car 
will join ‘The Great Eight 
Phantoms – A Rolls-Royce 
Exhibition’ at Bonhams on 
Bond Street, an area visited 
regularly by Lennon in the late 
1960s in this very car. 

British expats returning 
home for the summer as well 
as holidaymaking Bahrainis 
can join members of the public 
to see ‘The John Lennon 
Phantom V’ in all its glory 
from July 29 to the August 2.

On 3 June 1965 – the same 
day that Edward H White left 
the capsule of his Gemini 4 to 
become the first American to 
walk in space –Lennon took 
delivery of something rather 
special. It was a Rolls-Royce 
Phantom V in Valentine 
Black. He would later say 
that he always wanted to be 
an eccentric millionaire, and 
the Phantom would become 

an important step towards that 
dream. 

Lennon had the Phantom 
V customised in true rock-
star style. The rear seat was 
converted to a double bed, 
a television, telephone and 

refrigerator were installed, 
along with a ‘floating’ record 
player and a custom sound 
system, which included an 
external loud hailer.

Then, in April 1967, just as 
the recording of the game-

changing Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band 
was finishing, Lennon asked 
Surrey coachbuilders, JP 
Fallon, to give the Phantom 
a new paint job. The freshly-
painted Phantom was unveiled 

days before the worldwide 
release of Sgt. Pepper’s and 
it seemed part of the overall 
concept of the album. 

The new colour scheme 
is often described as 
‘psychedelic’ and certainly 
the colours, particularly the 
dominant yellow, reflected the 
cover of the album. But look 
carefully and you will see it is 
no random swirl, but a floral 
Romany scroll design, as used 
on gypsy caravans and canal 
barges, with a zodiac symbol 
on the roof. 

The Phantom V was used 

regularly by Lennon until 
1969. Having used it, pre-
paint change, to collect his 
MBE with his bandmates in 
1965, he then used it again 
in 1969 to return his MBE to 
Buckingham Palace, in protest 
against, among other things, 
the Vietnam War. 

The car was shipped to the 
US in 1970 when Lennon 
moved there and was loaned 
out to ferry other rock stars 
around such as The Rolling 
Stones, Bob Dylan and The 
Moody Blues. The Beatles, 
however, remain to this 
day the most commercially 
successful and musically 
influential band in the history 
of popular music.

In 1977, after a period in 
storage, it was donated by 
billionaire Jim Pattison to the 
Canadian museum.

Lennon, one of the four-
piece group’s founders, was 
murdered in 1980. Lone 
gunman Mark Chapman shot 
him in the back four times as 
he and his wife, Ono, returned 
to their Manhattan apartment 
from a recording studio.

PSYCHEDELIC STYLE: The car in the drive and, right, black & white flashback with Lennon 

It’s only rock ’n’ Roller!
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A contemporary one-storey villa is 
available for rent in the Barbar area 
boasting a spacious interior and an 

impressive private swimming pool.
The four bedroomed property’s plot measures 

more than 300sqm and it is situated in a gated 
family compound located close to fitness centres, 
restaurants and shopping malls. 

The property features a large living room with 
sliding doors that lead to a tiled backyard where the 
pool is located alongside a large lounge that could 
also be used as a games arena. 

The fully-kitted kitchen includes customised 
cabinets and granite countertops, a dishwasher and 
quality finishings. There is also enough space for a 
dining table too. 

Two bedrooms feature ensuites and there is also a 
family bathroom. The property comes with a maid’s 
quarter and canopy parking for two vehicles. An 
outdoor laundry room has a washer and dryer fitted 
as well.

The compound features a well-maintained lush, 
landscaped communal garden. 

 July 19 - 25, 201720
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FACTS AT A GLANCE
Reception: 1 
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 4
Parking: Two covered parking.
Additional information: There is a private 

swimming pool and a large pool room.
Rental price: BD1,400. 
For more information on this or other 
homes contact Star Real Estate on 
17299188.

Northstar Tech 18cm x 26cm A.pdf   1   4/17/17   1:06 PM

Spacious home with a pool
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Royal Golf Club
Get Your Summer Promotions Passport Now!

Discounts on golf, dining & more
Only BD 5 & valid from Jun - Aug 

www.theroyalgolfclub.com
Golf Weekly

Teeing off to a great read

GOLF TIP
By ZANDER POTGIETER

Royal Golf Club PGA Teaching Professional

Practice the 
way you play

A COMMON mistake most 
of us make on the driving 
range is that we practice 
hitting loads of consecutive 
shots using the same club, 
thus getting used to hitting 
that specific club well. 

This is never the same 
on the course as you 
would rarely hit the same 
club so many times in a 
row. Instead, every shot is 
played with a different club 
and swing. 

Therefore, next time on 
the range try to practice 
hitting five shots with five 
different clubs instead of the 
same one consecutively. 
This will help you get used 
to switching between clubs 
more easily as you would 
on the golf course. 

Bend it like Beckham!
Check how good your football skills 
really are using an utterly new 
approach - play a round of FootGolf 
at the Royal Golf Club! The game is 
a merger of two of the most popular 
sports in the world – football and 
golf. The goal is to kick a standard 
football into a cup in as few shots 
as possible. FootGolf gives players 
two hours of great fun on the club’s 
championship course and prices 
start from BD5 per person. FootGolf 
tee times are available every Sunday 
evening between 6.30pm and 
7.30pm and everyone is welcome to 
play. To book, call 17750777.

Membership installment plan
Golf membership at the Royal 
Golf Club is now more easily 
affordable with the introduction 
of a monthly installment plan. 
Under the terms of the plan 
golfers can become members 
of the 9 hole par 3 Wee Monty 
course for BD56 per month or 
of the 18 hole Montgomerie 
championship course from 
BD105 per month. There 
are numerous categories 
of membership available to 
suit people of all ages and 
abilities. For full details, contact 
17750777.

Summer 
Promotions 
Passport 
Invest BD5 in the 
Royal Golf Club’s 
Summer Passport 
and enjoy a massive 
range of discounts 
on golf, golf lessons, 
golf merchandise, 
food and beverages, 
country club day 
passes and more. 
The passport is 
available from the 
Pro Shop and is 
valid until August 31.

Park comes up trumps

Bahrain-Merida ‘must recalibrate’

LONG-HITTING Park 
Sung-hyun broke a 
three-way tie with 

two late birdies to win the 
US Women’s Open by two 
strokes at Trump National 
on Sunday for her first 
major championship.

The 23-year-old Park, 
favourite to win LPGA Rookie 
of the Year honours, birdied 
the par-five 15th to forge ahead 
and, after co-leader amateur 
Choi Hye-jin double-bogeyed 
the 16th, added a six-foot 
birdie at the 17th for some 
cushion.

Park, who won seven times 
on the Korean LPGA Tour 
The South Korean juggernaut 
continued as long-hitting Park 
Sung-hyun broke a three-way 
tie with two late birdies to win 

the U.S. Women’s Open by 
two strokes at Trump National 
on Sunday for her first major 
championship.

The 23-year-old Park, 
runaway favorite to win 
LPGA Rookie of the Year 
honors, birdied the par-five 
15th to forge ahead and, after 
co-leader amateur Choi Hye-

jin double-bogeyed the 16th, 
added a six-foot birdie at the 
17th for some cushion.

Park, who won seven times 
on the Korean LPGA Tour last 
year, saved par at the par-five 
18th with a superb chip from 
a tight lie behind the green to 
post a five-under-par 67.

As Park made her way from 

the 18th green to the scoring 
tent, she paused to wave and 
bow towards US President 
Donald Trump, who looked 
down from his bullet-proof, 
glass-enclosed private box.

“To be honest I still cannot 
believe this is actually 
happening. It’s almost like I’m 
floating on a cloud in the sky,” 
Park said through an interpreter 
after signing for 11-under 277.

As President Donald Trump 
settled in at his golf club for 
the event, security became a 
major issue.

Bomb-sniffing dogs 
examined vehicles entering 
the 500-acre grounds, military 
personnel patrolled in jeeps 
and Secret Service agents tried 
to blend into the crowd in sky 
blue golf shirts, given away by 

the corded earphones running 
down their collars.

In the skies above, a military 
helicopter escorted a prop 
plane away from the restricted 
airspace above the Old Course 
in Bedminster.

Trump, whose course was 
named to host the 72nd edition 
of the event in 2012, long 
before the real estate magnate 
and reality TV star entered 
politics, arrived on Friday 
to become the first sitting 
US president to attend the 
championship.

Outside the sprawling 
grounds, opposing caravans 
of cars brandished banners in 
slow processions alternately 
praising and railing against the 
president down Lamington 
Road bordering the course.

www.abc-bahrain.com

Premium Membership has its benefits...

Become a Premium Member of the Arabian Business Community (ABC)
and your company will experience a whole host of benefits including:

All the above from just BD175 per month. Become a Premium Member today!
ABC – the Future of Marketing... the Future of Business

Over 60,000 business referrals each 
month in Bahrain alone and a further    
110,000 throughout the GCC

Exclusive Profile Page on ABC where 
you can upload news, promotions, 
videos and product information about 
your company

Access to over 150,000 email addresses  
across Bahrain and the GCC and a 
further 100,000 worldwide

“Top of Mind” listing when anyone is looking 
for companies in your line of business

Promotions on Gulf Daily News online edition 

Social Media promotion in Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia

Linked to a further 11 marketing databases  
across the GCC and an international edition

ABC_18cmx12_7cm_Bahrain FA.pdf   1   7/10/17   6:20 PM

From Page 24
With its General 

Classification rider out of 
the race, Bahrain-Merida 
team manager Brent 
Copeland explained that his 
squad ‘must recalibrate’. He 
said: “The GC is out of our 
hands now so we’ve got to 
be realistic. A stage win is 
what we’ll work towards.

“We start all over again 
and go stage hunting to try 
to show off the jersey as 
much as we can and put as 
much spectacle into the Tour 
as we can without having a 
GC rider.

“We are deeply sad that Ion 
will not continue this year’s 
Tour de France, where he 
was our leader. It is a big loss 
for Team Bahrain-Merida. 
All riders and staffs will put 

heads together, and bite into 
the further challenges of 
Tour de France.”

The Tour has seen a 
number of accidents this 
year, with some top riders 

criticising organisers for 
deliberately endangering 
riders for the sake of 
spectacle. 

After a brutal Stage 
9, which saw pre-race 
favourites Geraint Thomas 
and Richie Porte taken 
to hospital with broken 
collarbones, current GC 
leader Chris Froome said: 
“There was a huge feeling 
of relief to have kept the 
yellow jersey. Crashes, 
dangerous descents, 
attacks from all my rivals, 

mechanical incidents - it just 
didn’t stop.”

Irishman Dan Martin, who 
was brought down in Porte’s 
crash before ending the day 
sixth overall, said: “I guess 
the organisers got what they 
wanted.”

GOLF fans hooked on the 
2017 British Open can cash 
in on the excitement and 

play for less, thanks to a cut price 
promotion at the Royal Golf Club 
… perhaps before settling down to 
watch the action.

Players are invited to show their inner 
Padraig Harrington or Henrik Stenson 
before and during the event between 
Monday, July 17 and Sunday, July 23 and 
take advantage of a further 17 per cent off 
the best available online rate.

Simply select a desired tee time and 
apply the following promotional code: 
THEOPEN2017 when visiting www.
theroyalgolfclub.com/book-a-tee-time

The 2017 British Open, also known as 
the Open Championship, will be the 146th 
playing of the tournament, and takes place 
from July 20-23 at the Royal Birkdale 
Golf Club in Southport, England. 

This is the 10th time that the British 
Open will be played at this course. The 
last time was in 2008 when Harrington 
successfully defended his title. The course 
is a par-70 and is 7,173 yards in length.

Reigning Champion Golfer of the Year 
Stenson recently revealed that winning 
The Open was his ultimate dream.

The Swede beat American Phil 
Mickelson to earn his first major title in 

a thrilling encounter at Royal Troon last 
year. And Stenson insists claiming the 
Claret Jug was always the prize he most 
valued in golf. 

He said: “I always had the belief that I 
could win The Open because it’s been in 
the back of my mind since I first stood on 
a putting green.

“You imagine those things as a junior 
and I finally got to live that dream. For 
me, it was always the one to win. 

“When I sat there a year ago with no 
major championship I’d have gladly 
taken any. But if I’m to win only one, 
that’d be the one because being European 
and watching my idols battling it out for 
The Open - it’s been highest on my wish 
list.”

Current World Number 1 American 
Dustin Johnson remains favourite despite 

missing the cut at the US Open and 
missing The Masters altogether.

Brooks Koepka, the 2017 US Open 
winner, is also a contender alongside 
Sergio Garcia, the 2017 Masters winner, 
and Henrik Stenson, last year’s Open 
Championship winner.

The Royal Golf Club is home to 
Bahrain’s only 18 hole championship 
standard golf course and to a par 3 9-hole 
course, both designed by course architect 
and golfing legend Colin Montgomerie. 

The club is managed by Troon and 
was named 2013 Facility of the Year, 
the company’s top accolade. Additional 
facilities at the Royal Golf Club include 
award winning restaurants, a golf 
academy with full practice facilities, a golf 
& leisure shop, meeting and conference 
rooms and a country club.
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Royal Golf Club
Summer Golf Tuition Package

24 x Golf Lessons
From BD 170 per Person 

www.theroyalgolfclub.com
Golf Weekly

Teeing off to a great read

GOLF TIP
By ZANDER POTGIETER

Royal Golf Club PGA Teaching Professional

Widen your arc for 
longer drives

A KEY component to 
having nice long drives 
down the fairway is 
to have a wide arc on 
the backswing. Having 
a wide arc helps to 
generate more club head 
speed through the ball 
which ultimately leads to 
more distance. 

To widen your arc, 
try and maintain the 
distance between your 
hands and chest for 
as long as possible 
throughout the swing. 
This will give you the 
much needed width to 
generate more speed 
and hit the ball further!

If you would like to 
book a golf lesson with 
a Royal Golf Club PGA 
teaching professional, 
call 17750777.

Bend it like Beckham 
Check how good your 
football skills really are 
using an utterly new 
approach - play a round 
of FootGolf at the Royal 
Golf Club! The game is 
a merger of two of the 
most popular sports in 
the world – football and 
golf. The goal is to kick 
a standard football into 
a cup in as few shots as 
possible. FootGolf gives 
players two hours of 
great fun on the Club’s 
championship course 
and prices start from BD5 
per person. FootGolf tee 
times are available every 
Sunday evening between 
6.30pm and 7.30pm and 
everyone is welcome 
to play. To book, call 
17750777.

Membership installment 
plan
Golf membership at the 
Royal Golf Club is now 
more easily affordable 
with the introduction of a 
monthly installment plan. 
Under the terms of the 
plan golfers can become 
members of the 9 hole 
par 3 Wee Monty course 
for BD56 per month or of 
the 18 hole Montgomerie 
championship course 
from as little as BD105 
per month. There are 
numerous categories of 
membership available to 
suit people of all ages and 
abilities. For full details, 
contact the Royal Golf 
Club on 17750777.

Summer Promotions 
Passport 
Invest BD5 in the Royal 
Golf Club’s Summer 
Passport and enjoy a 
massive range of discounts 
on golf, golf lessons, golf 
merchandise, food and 
beverages, country club 
day passes and more.
The Summer Passport 
is available for purchase 
from the Pro Shop and is 
valid for use until the end of 
August.

particularly as teams will 
be racing at their maximum 
entering the climb as they 
jostle for position.

Stage 8 looks fairly 
innocuous in the Juma 
Mountains although could 
therefore witness a tactical 
surprise for Froome or 
Contador as they look to 
dictate a race that is the most 
open for years.

Stage 9 is one of the most 

demanding bringing half of the 
six hors-categorie climbs in the 
entire race. 

This is therefore critical for 
the polka-dot climber’s jersey 
yet is also a stage where those 
with overall aspirations should 
be prominent up the final 
climb on Mont du Chat.

Stage 12 brings a brutal 
final 80km and features the 
second of only three mountain-
top finishes while Stage 13 

continues the trend for short, 
sharp mountain stages that 
encourage serious attacks.

Stages 17 and 18 are the 
classic mountain stages 
featuring some of the most 
legendary cols in the history of 
the race including the Col de 
la Croix de fer and the Galibier 
from its hardest side.

If the pure climbers have 
gained time on Froome at this 
stage he will hope to reclaim 

the lead on Stage 20 with a 
22.5km time trial that finishes 
in the Stade Velodrome.

The other stages represent 
tremendous opportunities for 
all-rounders and it is on these 
that Bahrain will have high 
hopes for Colbrelli and others 
to feature in a breakaway and 
claim a stage win.

Unfortunately, statistics don’t 
provide much assistance in 
determining the winner. 

Eight of the last 10 
champions have won twice 
already in the year (ruling 
out Froome) while no winner 
since 1998 has also ridden 
the Giro D’Italia (ruling in 
Froome!)

Froome has opted for a 
lighter race schedule this year 
as he gambles on trying to 
secure the Tour de France 
followed by the Vuelta later in 
the year.

Abu’s Prediction: Froome to 
make it three in a row!

Coming stages represent tremendous opportunities for                   all-rounders like our ace Colbrelli

A GOLFER was left red-
faced after a tantrum on the 
11th green caused his mother 
to intervene.

Haotong Li was so incensed 
with a missed putt for birdie 

that he hurled his putter into 
a nearby pond. After venting 
his frustrating, Li watched 
on as his mum rolled up 
her trouser legs, and moved 
into the water to retrieve the 

discarded club.
The action left onlookers 

at Le Golf National, not to 
mention viewers watching the 
Open de France at home, in 
fits of laughter.

Open to a price cut

Mother comes to the rescue after tantrum

DATE SET: The Royal  
Birkdale Golf Club

WADING IN: Those clubs are costly

ION IZAGIRRE who 
started as the last 
from Bahrain Merida’s 
team, crashed badly in 
a corner, close to the 
point where competitor 
Alejandro Valverde had 
crashed as well.

It was a very hard 
hit into the fence. 
Izagirre was then 
immediately transported 
in an ambulance to the 
hospital, accompanied 
by the team doctor, Luca 
Pollastri. 

The first diagnosis said 
that he had sustained an 
unstable lumbar fracture 
and needs surgery. 

“We are deeply 
saddened that Ion will 
not continue this year’s 
Tour de France, where he 

was meant to be the team 
leader after his strong 
performance this season. 
It is a big loss for the 
team,” a team spokesman 
said. “All riders and staff 
will put heads together 
and bite into the further 
challenges of Tour de 
France.”

Crunch comes for  leader

BAHRAIN Merida Pro 
Cycling Team is one of the 
first cycling teams to be 
based in the Middle East. 

The project started two 
years ago, with a casual 
bike ride in the desert 
of Bahrain between 
His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser, representative 

of His Majesty the King 
for Charity Work and 
Youth Affairs, Supreme 
Council for Youth 
and Sports Chairman 
and Bahrain Olympic 
Committee President, and 
Vincenzo Nibali, an Italian 
professional road bicycle 
racer, considered one of 

the strongest stage riders.
The world tour team 

will race all around six 
continents at the highest 
level of competition, 
proudly wearing the 
colours of Bahrain and 
the Taiwan-based bicycle 
design and manufacturer 
as co-title sponsor.

FLASHBACK: GulfWeekly  
reports on Izagirre’s incident

GOLDEN GIRL: 
South Korea’s Sung 

Hyun Park holds 
up the trophy after 

winning the US 
Women’s Open
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Home victory in title drive
LEWIS Hamilton 

cut Sebastian 
Vettel’s Formula 

One championship lead 
to one point by winning 
a record-equalling fifth 
British Grand Prix on 
Sunday, with his title rival 
capitulating after a late 
puncture.

“We were generally 
faultless,” Hamilton said 
after crowd-surfing with the 
Silverstone crowd at his home 
race.

Vettel was in third heading 
into the penultimate lap at 
Silverstone but the Ferrari 
driver fell back into seventh 
place after his front left tyre 
shredded.

So too did the 20-point lead 
Vettel held over Hamilton 
going into the 10th round of 
the 20-race season.

Even more remarkably for 
Ferrari, Vettel’s tyre trouble 
came immediately after 
teammate Kimi Raikkonen’s 
car experienced the same 
misfortune. Raikkonen still 
made the podium, with only 
Valtteri Bottas passing him 
to complete an unexpected 

Mercedes one-two after 
making up seven places.

At the halfway point of 
the season, Vettel remains 
confident despite being just a 
nose in front of his archrival.

When asked by Sky Sports 
F1 if Ferrari was at fault for 
pitting him too early, as he 
undercut Red Bull’s Max 
Verstappen for third, he 
replied: “I don’t think there’s 
anyone particularly to blame. 
Hindsight is great, with 
hindsight it is easy, but at the 
time it felt okay. Kimi I think 
had similar issues and his tyres 
were at least five or six laps 
fresher. So I think it caught us 
both by surprise.

“I think it could have been 
a little bit better for sure, 
but disaster I don’t think so. 
I think we had a good car, 
especially in the corners. The 
balance was alright.

“The brakes caught fire at the 
start which compromised the 
start, and from there it was a 
difficult race.

“I didn’t get past Max, I did 

it with the pitstop, and then 
it was looking like P3, P4. It 
was clear that Valtteri would 
come, obviously he benefitted 
in the beginning because I got 
stuck. Overall small things 
here and there led to a busy 
afternoon.”

Hamilton was full of praise 
for his teammate too. “Great 
drive by Valtteri,” the Brit 
said over the team radio after 
claiming victory. “Fantastic 
job, all weekend.”

For Hamilton, the victory 
after failing to make the 
podium in his last two races 
will vindicate the decision to 
embark on a two-day holiday 
to Greece after last weekend’s 
Austrian GP. The jaunt 
annoyed racing fans in London 
who jeered Hamilton’s name 
at the showcase of the sport 
that was attended by the other 
19 drivers.

“There is no reason to 
question my preparations,” 
Hamilton said. “My 
performance is second to 
none.”

Jim Clark and Alain Prost 
also won the British GP five 
times.

I’m so happy… this has got to be 
one of my sweetest wins here. I 
was gunning for this victory. There 
was so much negativity ahead of 
the race, with people questioning 
how I prepared for the race. But it 

had been one of my strongest. 
I made a solid start and then after that I 

managed the car and the balance, and the 
boys did a fantastic pit stop. I really can’t 
find a fault at the moment. 

The team did an exceptional job and 
Valtteri obviously drove a stormer - I’m 
proud of him. It’s great to have him in 
the team. I’m surprised to see the issues 
the Ferrari had because I didn’t see any 
debris. 

I did not expect to come away from 

this weekend just one point behind 
Sebastian. This result really opens up the 
championship – and we go to Hungary 
next, where I’ve always gone well. Every 
time I came around Turn 7, I could see 
the fans cheering every single lap. It 
was really reminiscent of 2008, my first 
Grand Prix win here. I’ve got some great 
supporters here, not only in the crowd, but 
in the garage as well.I’ve got my brother 
here, some of my aunties and family has 
come too. There’s this amazing young 
kid who’s come from South Africa, 
Michael, who is fighting cancer. It 
was amazing to see him. And Billy 
Monger is with us, who is just such 
an inspiration.

– Winner Lewis Hamilton

What a race! I’m really happy for 
us as a team, to get the second 
1-2 of the season. Of course, I 
would have liked to win, 
but I’m happy anyway 
because that was 

definitely one of my best ever 
races. 

I had to fight hardcore out 
there a couple of times, but I 
ended up in a good position. 

We could actually go longer 
than expected in the first stint 
on the Softs and the tyres were 
really good. In the last stint 
the team told me to just take care of the 
tyres, because we saw a few failures out 
there for some other teams, but for me 

they were fine. We’re just at the half-way 
point of the season and it could definitely 
be worst. It’s still just my first year with the 

team and I’m still right in the 
championship fight. 

As a team we did a really 
good job today. The strategy 
right from the start of the race 
worked really well. It was 
a flawless race for us and 
the 1-2 was our prize – the 
team really deserve this. We 
definitely got lucky with 
Kimi’s puncture in the 
end, to take P2, but 

that’s racing and today luck was on 
our side.

– Runner-up Valtteri Bottas

F1 REPORT
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

RECORD-EQUALLING: Hamilton with the British Grand Prix trophy and, left, Ferrari driver Vettel 
runs off the road with a front puncture
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WIMBLEDON 
duly delivered a 
British champion 

with a Murray getting his 
name on a trophy for the 
third time in five years 
although it was not the 
one the majority wanted.

With older brother, Andy, 
having finally succumbed to 
his troublesome hip injury 
with defeat in the quarter-
final it was left to the younger 
sibling, Jamie, to claim the 
mixed-doubles final.

Alongside him, having only 
partnered up the week before 
the Championships started, 
was the evergreen Martina 
Hingis who claimed her 23rd 
career Grand Slam title while 
it was Murray’s fourth.

The British fans were 
guaranteed a home success as 
the defeated finalists were the 
defending champions Heather 
Watson and her Finish partner, 
Henri Kontinen, although they 
would have hoped for greater 
competition than the one-sided 
match provided. Murray and 
Hingis took only 74 minutes to 
secure a 6-4 6-4 victory.

However, the knowledgeable 
crowd on Centre Court along 
with those on Henman Hill 
(also known as Murray 
Mound) take great champions 
to heart, particularly those that 
play with panache and great 
honour.

The final day witnessed 
Roger Federer become the 
GOAT on the grass courts 
(Greatest Of All Time) as he 
quickly overcame Marin Cilic.  

This was a tennis lesson 
101 – the number being the 
minutes taken to overcome an 
opponent stricked by a blister 
that twice required treatment, 
suggesting that we could have 
witnessed the first retirement 
from a men’s singles final 
since 1911.

After the furore on the first 
day when several players 
retired in the middle of their 
first match, securing their 
appearance money yet robbing 
more eligible players of theirs, 

the bravery shown by Cilic 
was admirable.

Fourteen years after his first 
victory Federer the Swiss 
third seed won 6-3 6-1 6-4 
becoming the oldest man in 
the Open Era to win at the All 
England Club and the first 
since Bjorn Borg in 1976 to 
win the final in straight sets.

Federer surpasses Pete 
Sampras and William 
Renshaw, who won their 
seventh titles in 2000 and 
1889 respectively, with only 
Martina Navratilova still ahead 
in terms of Wimbledon singles 
titles on nine.

He has won two of the three 
Grand Slam titles so far this 
year, having returned from a 
six-month break to win the 
Australian Open in January.

The 35-year old proved 
that early preminitions of 
his demise were unfounded, 
even if he did benefit from 
the withdrawal through injury 
from two of his closest rivals.  
Yet the fact that he himself is 
able to play at the highest level 
is testimony to hos work ethic 
and diligence off the court.

It seems a lifetime ago 
since Federer introduced 
himself to the grass court 
championships by beating 
the defending champion, Pete 
Sampras, in the fourth round 
in 2001.

While this title provides 
evidence of his continued 
excellence, particularly on 
grass, given his fortune in not 
facing any of the top four, 
I don’t believe that he will 
necessarily find it this easy 
again in the future.

It does feel as though we 
are at a cross roads between 
the signing-off of the old 
guard while we await the new 
contingent to make a mark.

That said, Federer is the only 
man to win five consecutive 
Grand Slams – Wimbledon 
and the US Open. Flushing 
Meadow is next up … don’t 
go against him!

By ABU GEORGE 
abu.george@gulfweekly.com

It’s great to be a GOAT

The benefits of 
being a winner

WINNING STROKES: Federer in action, 
below, left, Cilic takes a tumble and, 

right, Murray and Hingis

PERFECT PRIZE: Spain’s 
Garbine Muguruza

SHORTLY after beating Venus 
Williams in the Wimbledon 
final, Garbine Muguruza 
was given a purple-and-gold 
circular badge signifying that 
she is a member of the All 
England Club, an honorary 
status accorded to tournament 
champions.

“I’m like, ‘I’m going to wear 
it right now,’” Muguruza said.

So she attached that hard-to-
earn pin to her white zippered 
jacket, just over her heart, and 
fiddled with the thing while 
speaking to a small group of 
reporters Saturday evening.

Muguruza noted that after 
losing in the 2015 Wimbledon 
final to Williams’ sister, 
Serena, she didn’t get the 
same treatment, of course: 
Runners-up don’t get the 
membership or its privileges. 
“It’s all or nothing,” Muguruza 
said. “So I’m like, ‘Whew, this 
year, I finally did it.’”

This 7-5, 6-0 victory over 
Venus, combined with 
Muguruza’s win against Serena 
in last year’s French Open final, 
made the 23-year-old Spaniard 
the only woman to defeat each 
Williams sister in a Grand Slam 
title match. That alone marks 
her as a likely, and worthy, heir 
to the two women who changed 
their sport. Add in Muguruza’s 
bold, aggressive playing style 
and affinity for the big stage, 
and she certainly looks like 
someone who could keep 
doing what she wants to do 
more than anything: win major 
championships.

That matters more to her than 
where she is in the rankings, 
for example. She entered 
Wimbledon at No. 15, and will 
rise to No. 5 on Monday.

Her career-best is No. 2, but 
that doesn’t seem to concern 
Muguruza all that much.

The challenge is to remember 
how to play more frequently 
the way she did for those two 
special weeks in Paris two 
years ago, and these two special 
weeks in London this year.

If she can do that, there’s 
no telling how many of these 
things she can win.
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THE Tour de France 
has been labelled the 
Tour de Carnage after 

a series of brutal crashes 
marred the world’s most 
prestigious cycling race.

A crash in the first stage resulted 
in the end of the Tour for Bahrain-
Merida team leader Ion Izagirre, 
who has just been discharged from 
hospital in Dusseldorf, Germany, 
after eight days of surgery.

Izagirre sustained a fractured 
lumbar in the accident as he took a 
left-hand corner midway through 
the wet 14km stage 1 time trial, as 
reported in GulfWeekly. The same 
bend was the scene of a serious 
fall for renowned riders Alejandro 
Valverde and Luke Durbridge, 
who also pulled out of the Tour.

Disappointed Izagirre told 
GulfWeekly: “I feel OK - as 

good as I can in this situation. 
The surgery was perfect and I’m 
improving day-by-day. I would 
like to express my gratitude to the 
Hospital of Düsseldorf and all its 
staff and doctors.

“They are great professionals 
and I’m very satisfied with them. 
I hope that I can recover step-by-
step and we will see when I’ll be 
able to come back to the roads. 
I’m not stressed about that and 
I’ll take it day-by-day. Thanks 
everyone for your support, for all 
the messages. See you soon on the 
road!”

Izagirre turned professional 
in 2010 and won his first 
professional race in the spring of 
2012. He won the individual time 

trial at the Vuelta an Asturias in 
April 2012, before achieving his 
first stage victory during his Grand 
Tour début at the Giro d’Italia. 
In 2014 he was a National Road 
Race Champion and also National 
Time Trial Champion. 

He was selected as the Bahrain-
Merida team leader for this year’s 
Tour de France after a series of 
strong performances, and was 
the main hope for the team’s 
ambitions to wear the famous 
yellow jersey.

The team physiotherapist Ibai 
Jimenez Clever remained with 
Izagirre in the hospital to keep 
the 28-year-old company. He 
added that Izagirre has responded 
well to the surgery and Clever 
will continue to assist him in his 
recovery.

He explained: “In the first 

moments after Ion’s crash, it was 
difficult. The initial news we 
received was not good. It seemed 
that he immediately had to go 
through a surgery and was alone at 
the hospital. I was worried.

“Finally, I received some better 
news and I could breathe a little 
easier when the doctors afterwards 
told us that it was successful.

“Ion responded to the surgery 
very well and he feels better day 
after day. He’s recovering slowly 
and now that he’s back home in 
Spain it will be even better. 

“He’s in good mood and we 
hope that he will have a good 
recovery without forcing himself. 
I’m sure that slowly he can return 
to the level he was at before. I 
personally would like to thank 
everyone for their support.”

Turn to Page 21

CYCLING
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

Off at the bend and now on the mend

ROAD TO RECOVERY: 
Izagirre outside the 
Dusseldorf Hospital 
where surgeons have 
operated on his back

ON TOP OF THE WORLD: However, 
Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton should not 
get too carried away just yet as he’s still 
one point behind F1’s leading driver 
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel
l See Page 22


