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FORMULA ONE DRIVERS TRACK PARADE

FILM WEEKLY:
Anna reviews

Rampage 
SEE PAGE 16

PRIZE CONTEST: 
Win a Dim Sum Platter 
for two at WOK Station 

SEE PAGE 11

WELCOME HOME!
ONE of the 

Gulf Hotel 
Convention & 

Spa’s hospitality 
hotshots has returned 
to take over the hot seat 
as general manager 
and help orchestrate 
the property’s 50th 
anniversary celebrations 
that will take place next 
year.

Fares Yactine is 
determined to ensure the 
legendary five-star property 
is up to the task and ready 
for the challenge from 
big-name newcomers 
recently opened in a highly-
competitive hospitality 
sector.

Like other well-established 
properties, the parent 
company, Gulf Hotels 
Group, is investing heavily 
in upgrading facilities but 
few others can play the 
nostalgia card or possess 
the heart-pulling feel-good 
factor to the same degree.

Father-of-two Fares, 44, 
understands that better 
than most. “It’s an exciting 
moment for me. Gulf Hotel 
was always like home for me 
and although I’ve been away 
for seven years I was always 
a regular and always close to 
everybody here.”

He admits that he took 

a ‘bit of time’ to decide 
whether to return to the fold 
after a successful spell with 
French hospitality giant 
Sofitel in Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia but the challenge 
proved irresistible.

“The market dynamics 
have totally changed 
now,” he said, “in terms of 
business, in terms of rates, 
in terms of supply of rooms. 
There are so many more 
hotels - and flagship hotels 
at that - from the time I was 
first here.

“So, ahead of me is a 
very challenging job but 
that’s why I came. I like a 
challenge, I don’t like to be 
in my comfort zone.

“That’s why I’m here and 
I have the full confidence in 
the team and in the product 
and I think we can take our 
fair share of the market, if I 
can put it in such a way.

“We have a good product, 
a legendary hotel with 
fabulous facilities and places 
to meet and dine. We just 
have to ensure the level of 
service is up to people’s 
expectations because guests 
are very well educated about 
hotels and restaurants.”

Turn to Page 12

H O S P I TA L I T Y  R E P O R T

By STAN SZECOWKA
editor@gulfweekly.com

HE’S BACK: General Manager Fares ready for the challenges and celebrations ahead



BRITISH 
Ambassador 
Simon Martin 

stepped back in time 
in more ways than one 
when he helped Lulu 
Hypermarket once again 
celebrate British Week 
in all of its branches 
across the kingdom. 

He helped cut the ribbon 
and cake at the event’s 
inauguration at the 
company’s Juffair branch, 
along with Juzer Rupawala, 
Lulu’s regional director, and 
other invited guests. 

Lulu did the UK proud 
with a towering mock-up 
bridge over the Thames, a 
classic red telephone box and 
an imposing image of The 
National Gallery which alone 
would have made the former 
Foreign Office’s director of 
protocol in London feel right 
at home.

Flashback two years and 
Simon and his wife, Sophie, 
were particularly thrilled that 
their start in the kingdom 
coincided with the 200th 
anniversary of relations 
between Bahrain and the UK, 
and one of their first duties 
was to attend a British brand 
launch at Lulu hypermarket 
in Hidd in front of a stand 
of kettles, toasters, stand 
mixers, irons, air-fryers and 
juicers.

Now, an old hand at the 
supermarket sweep, he deftly 
slipped past the small kitchen 
appliances into the phone 
kiosk to make a pretend call, 
and on to the numerous food 
stalls.

“I could eat for Britain,” he 
joked and pretty much proved 
the point, happily tucking 

into an array of treats being 
displayed along the aisles.

In between meat pies, 
cheese and cakes, Simon was 
in sensational form, playing 
an air-guitar-esque drum solo 
with a pair of rhubarb sticks, 
much to the amusement 
of a photographer, and 
performing his party trick 
of throwing a cherry tomato 
high in the air and catching 
it in his mouth, albeit on his 
second attempt.

Stuart Furlonger, Lulu 
Bahrain’s regional operations 
manager, was close at hand 
describing the rich array of 
British products on display.

The week-long promotion, 
which ends today, covers 
more than 10,000 British 
goods from fresh meat, 
seafood, vegetables and fruits 
to household white goods, 
plus popular processed food 
brands of chocolates, biscuits 
and frozen foods, with 
numerous special deals and 
offers on products.

Devonian Stuart admitted 
some of the items, such as the 
vast British cheese selection, 
were quite new to him as 
Lulu is acclaimed for the rich 
variety of UK products it 
sources.

As reported in GulfWeekly, 
the chairman of Lulu 
Group, Yusuff Ali MA, was 
bestowed with a British royal 
accolade for his contribution 
towards boosting 
international trade.

Lord Lieutenant John 
Crabtree, HM The Queen’s 
special representative, handed 
over the award to him during 

a glittering ceremony held 
at the Birmingham Council 
House. Later in the day she 
hosted a royal reception for 
the Queen’s Award recipients 
at Buckingham Palace.

The Lord Lieutenant said 
Lulu Group has helped open 
up a huge market for British 
products worldwide through 
its operations. Y International 
(UK) Ltd operates as a 
subsidiary of Lulu Group 
International and sources 
and exports a wide range 
of food products to more 
than 136 hypermarkets and 
supermarkets of Lulu Group, 
including the popular stores 
in Bahrain.

“Lulu Hypermarket takes 
pride in promoting products 
from all over the world. 
We have a large British 
community in Bahrain and it 
is only apt that we celebrate 
British Week as an annual 
event to import and promote 
quality products from the 
UK,” added Juzer. 

Sophie, accompanied by 
her Bournemouth university 
student daughter, Lydia, 
on Easter vacation in the 
kingdom, obviously liked 
the sound of that. Inspired 
by Simon, they were spotted 
feasting on several samples 
too, before having to dash off 
for a dinner date.

As a result, they missed the 
Cod ’n’ Chips supper – deep-
fried live on the premises and 
priced at a mere 900fils. 

Cor blimey! The Szecowka 
family paid eight times as 
much for the same-sized 
portion in London’s Covent 
Gardens over the summer. 

Now that’s food for thought.
l Cheque mates: Page 4
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Getting a taste for the task
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BITE-SIZED: British ambassador Simon proving that you can have your cake and eat it too



A multi-award-
winning 
restaurant and 

a popular hypermarket 
group are preparing 
to offer the kingdom’s 
residents a plethora 
of traditional Thai 
activities and a feast of 
flavoursome fare.

The annual food and 
cultural extravaganza 
which starts on Saturday 
and runs until April 28 and 
promotes the Far East Asian 
nation’s cuisine, tradition, 
arts and handicrafts, will 
be held at the The Royal 
Thai restaurant at the Gulf 
Hotel, Bahrain and at Lulu 
Hypermarket in Juffair Mall.

On Saturday and Sunday, 
a number of traditional Thai 
performances, umbrella 
painting, fruit carving and 
more will take place at the 
store, fresh from its British 
Week celebrations, while 
on Monday a number of 
dignitaries and officials will 
attend a cultural market and 
musical performances at the 
Gulf Hotel’s Convention 
Centre.

From Tuesday until April 
28, the Royal Thai will 
be presenting a special 
Sawasdee Thailand Festival 
buffet for guests to enjoy 
the country’s cuisine. As 
highlighted in GulfWeekly, 
the restaurant was judged 
at the 2016, 2017 and 2018 
Food & Travel Bahrain 
Awards as the ‘best’ Thai 
restaurant in the kingdom.

Thailand’s ambassador 
to Bahrain, Thanis Na 
Songkhla, believes the event 
will be a great way to mark 
his arrival on the island, 
having only taken up his 
post a week ago. He said: 
“I think this is a wonderful 
opportunity for Thailand 
to once again present our 
culture to the people of 

Bahrain and the expat 
community. 

“There are many things 
we want to show, since 
Bahrain is a very close 
friend of Thailand and 
we are celebrating the 
40th anniversary of close 
diplomatic relations this year.

“This is our way of 
showing appreciation to 
Bahrain, especially as so 
many living here visit 
Thailand every year!

“Our country has a very 
long and rich history and 
this is a unique way we can 
present it to the people.”

The event is being 
sponsored by Sri Lankan 
Airlines, who are flying in 
the group of Thai dancers 
and musicians, Lulu 
Hypermarket and the Thai 
Club Bahrain.

The Royal Thai restaurant 
will be presenting a special 
buffet cooked up by 
Executive Chef Tawatchai 
Chuto, who helped launch 
the restaurant 15 years 
ago. Thai cooking places 
emphasis on lightly-prepared 
dishes with strong aromatic 
components and a spicy 
edge, as its popularity has 
grown across Bahrain.

The kitchen maestro said: 
“We’ll be doing something 
different this year, offering a 
spread which will encompass 
the entire spectrum of Thai 
food. 

“It will cater for Thai 
visitors but also to 
newcomers who may want 

to try an introduction to our 
cuisine. I’ll make sure the 
spice in some of the dishes 
is mild enough not to scare 
them off!

“Thai food encompasses so 
many flavours and tastes, and 
we’ll have a wide selection 
to reflect this, including 
items not usually on our 
menu.”

For more information and 
for reservations, call the 
Royal Thai restaurant on 
17713000.

April 18 - 24, 2018 LocalNews www.gulfweekly.com 3

COMMUNITY REPORT
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

Time for Thai triumph

TRADITIONAL STYLE: Colleagues dress for the part, the ambassador with Gulf Hotel and Lulu executives and cracking cuisine



FIRST of all, ‘thank you’ to 
everyone who supported 
in any shape or form last 
Friday’s BSPCA / Granada 
Gardens Garden Party, as 
the event could not have 
been the success that it was 
without all of you.

More than 100 guests 
attended. We raised 
exceptional awareness for 
the charity and our target of 
BD2,500 was reached and 
donations were still being 
made even after the event.

Also special thanks to the 
British ambassador Simon 
Martin and his family for 
taking time out of their busy 
schedule to attend and 
support, and once again, 
congratulations on winning 
the wonderful painting 
kindly painted, autographed 
and donated by a Granada 
Gardens resident and artist 
Meriel Cooper.

Large quantities of dog 
food were contributed for 
the animal shelter and 
many items donated for 

the BSPCA Thrift Shop, 
which will be sold to raise 
additional funds.

We would also like to 
mention that Alosra (BMMI) 
donated 100 scones from 
its in-store bakery, plus 
jam, cream and a selection 

of teas for our traditional 
English Afternoon Tea 
stand.

The garden party was 
also supported by GPIC, 
Al Jazira, Bed & Biscuits, 
Nonie Coutts, The Gulf 
Hotel, GBI, British Club, 

Ellie & Jean Hair Salon, 
Aloe Alive, Lanterns, Euro 
Motors, Reflections Salon, 
Delmon Boarding Kennels 
and by all who attended or 
contributed in any shape or 
form.

Michelle & Rodney, 
organisers. 

CHAINE des Rotisseurs 
hosted a reception for 
leading hospitality figures at 
the Crowne Plaza, Bahrain 
last Sunday to announce 
the Bahrain Chapter’s 
‘Culinary Arts & Hospitality 
Entrepreneur Awards’ 
which will take place in the 
kingdom in December.

Inspired by the world 
famous ‘Jeunes Chefs 
Rotisseurs Competition’ 
hosted by Chaine des 
Roitsseurs International 
since 1977, this new 
initiative will consist of 
several categories such 
as ‘The Young Chef 
of The Year’ and ‘The 
Foodie Entrepreneur of 
The Year’ with several 
additional award categories 
to celebrate all areas of 
the culinary arts and to 
encourage young people to 
showcase and develop their 
talents in this field.

Bahrainis are known 
the world over for their 
legendary hospitality and 
our culture is liberally 
peppered with delicious 
dishes, with family recipes 
and traditions being 
passed down through the 
generations. 

We want to ensure this 
rich heritage is not lost 
and through the new 
Culinary Arts & Hospitality 

Entrepreneur Awards we 
will support, encourage and 
develop these wonderful 
talents and see Bahrain 
continue to offer the 
warmest welcome and 
the most unforgettable 
hospitality experiences 
whilst contributing to our 
economy, showcasing 
entrepreneurs, highlighting 
career opportunities and 
supporting our growing 
Tourism industry.

All sectors of the 
hospitality industry are 
invited to participate 
from hotels, restaurants, 

cafes, food and beverage 
suppliers, to Bahraini 
producers of foodstuffs, 
cake and pastry designers, 
mixologists, baristas, 
and organic and healthy 
foodstuffs.

Chaine des Rotisseurs 
chairman, Khalid 

Almoayed.
l Editor’s note: More 
details will be announced 
shortly and anyone 
interested in sponsoring, 
mentoring, judging or 
participating should email 
chainedesrotisseursbahrain@
gmail.com 
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Call us!
3844 7588 Helpline

Visit us!
American Mission 

Hospital

Ladies, are being hurt? Or abused?

Help is available.
(domestic violence 
or sexual violence)

Open 24 hours. Free and confidential. All women welcome.
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Follow Stan on Twitter @stanszecowka
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You don’t know me; I know you, I know  
what’s being said about you. I’m the  
‘whisperer’. I am socially mobile: Arab, Brit,  
Indian, Pakistani, American and the rest, they all  
invite me and share their world with me. Not  
much gets past me but if you think it may have  
done, email me on . . .

...editor@gulfweekly.com

IT’S a great privilege to be able to engage in debate 
with one’s readers.

ANGER, turmoil, 
helplessness, sadness, 
despair but mostly anger 
… anger is what I feel 
today as I am reminded 
of the outrageous Kathua 
rape case in India each 
time I look up the case 
developments. 

On January 12, an eight-
year-old girl was reported 
missing from her home 
by her father. Later it was 
discovered that she had 
been kidnapped, sedated, 
raped repeatedly, and then 
bludgeoned to death after 
an ordeal lasting five days. 

The details of this attack 
are heinous, the events 
ghastly. Moreover, what 
is equally shocking has 
been the viral posts on 
social media, certain media 
reports and comments 
made by ‘significant’ 

politicians, some going 
as far as to defend those 
accused.

It pains me that it took 
three months for the 
action train to start. It took 

numerous protests, not 
only in India but worldwide, 
to support the need for 
justice. 

As a woman, as an 
Indian, as a citizen of the 
world, I am ashamed.

I really hope that all those 
found guilty of this crime 
are rightly sentenced, no 
matter their age, profession 
or title.

Youth 
Talk 
By 
Saamia Zia

May Designer

SALE
at the Thrift Shop
Saturday 12 May - 1pm to 5pm

SALE

All proceeds go towards
running the Shelter and
funding our free CNR
scheme for cats and dogs

Designer Clothing, Jewellery,
Books, Decor & Gift Items
6 Busheiri Gardens in Budaiya

Tel: 1759 3479

CHEQUE MATES: British ambassador Simon and Michelle 
doing the honours and handing over the GPIC donation 
and other funds raised to Kate Gibson, BSPCA fundraising 
coordinator



VIPS, government 
ministers, 
prominent families 

and business leaders 
attended a stunning 
party staged to celebrate 
the opening of Reef 
Resort, located on Reef 
Island.

Owner Robert Mouawad 
and his family welcomed 
guests, who were taken on 
a tour of the unique multi-
million dinar chic destination 
and treated to dinner and a 
night of entertainment.

There are 102 rooms in 
the resort spread throughout 
39 individual residences, 
including 11 luxuriously-
appointed two-bedroom 
villas, featuring a king-size 
room and a double room, 
kitchen facilities and large 
living space. 

Hospitality industry veteran 
Darryl Marsden is confident 
its touches of class will help 
it carve a substantial slice of 
the country’s tourism cake. 
As reported in GulfWeekly, 
he was convinced as soon as 
he met the visionary behind 
the project, Lulu Tourism 
Company chairman, Robert, 
the grandson of the founder 
of international jewellers, 
Mouawad.

“I would like to thank our 
chairman for his vision and 
dedication to build such an 
exquisite resort and providing 

us the opportunity to work 
here at Reef Resort,” Darryl 
said after the party. “The 
team members at Reef Resort 
did an outstanding job not 
only on the night but a lot of 
planning and hard work to put 
this great event together.”

Reef Resort is also home to 
Reef Aqua Spa with sauna, 
steam rooms and Jacuzzis and 
two separate facilities for men 
and women, along with health 
clubs fitted with weights and 
the latest cardiovascular and 
resistance machines.

Its restaurants, lounge, cafés 
and sushi bar are already 
proving popular and one 
of the star features of the 
resort is a cleverly-designed 
soft-sanded artificial beach 
leading to an enormous 
temperature-controlled 
infinity-edge pool, close 
to another sandy-beached 
children’s pool.

Bad weather caused 
an original party to be 
postponed and it was clear 
last Tuesday evening why 
it played such an important 
part of proceedings with 
live musicians performing 
by the bay and sets by 
choreographed dancers inside 
giant bubbles floating on 
water.

Robert was joined for 

a cake-cutting ceremony 
by his wife Laila and son, 
Pascal, who had earlier given 
a welcome speech to the 
gathering.

For more details, please 
visit www.reef-resort.com or 
call 13110110.
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Dazzling launch celebration

BFH AUTISM AWARENESS 18x3 FC.pdf   1   02/04/2018   08:42PARTY HOSTS: Robert, Laila and Pascal get ready to cut the cake and, below, Shaikh Mohamed bin Isa Al Khalifa and Shaikh Khaled 
bin Humood Al Khalifa amongst the VIP guests with Soulayma Mouawad and celebrations and entertainment during the evening



THE race may be over 
… but the formula for 
fun is still evident at 
City Centre Bahrain, 
the Majid Al Futtaim 
shopping, entertainment 
and leisure mall.

A series of F1-themed 
activities, entertainment 
and daily prize chances, 
rewarding 30 lucky 
customers with BD500 
gift cards each, continue 
until April 30.

“City Centre Bahrain 
is proud to highlight 
the nation’s most 
attractive campaign, 
with a tie-up that offers 
Bahrain’s residents and 
the influx of tourists 
with a unique shopping 
experience,” said Duaij 
Al Rumaihi, senior mall 
manager. “City Centre 
Bahrain houses the most 
desirable fashion and 
sports brands on the 
island, and now offers 

customers the chance 
to win daily prizes 
and interact in a first-
of-its-kind F1-themed 

entertainment during 
Formula One season.” 

One special feature 
is the ‘City of 

Imagination’ interactive 
wall. Families can 
colour-in their chosen 
vehicles from templates 
of sports cars, vans and 
trucks. The images are 
then instantly uploaded 
onto a large life-size 
interactive screen, 
featuring Bahrain’s map 
and landscape, and can 
be driven around. This 
activity is located next 
to Gate 4 and continues 
until Saturday. 

Shoppers spending 
BD30 or more at any 
mall retail outlet can 
redeem their receipts 
at the customer service 
desk and redemption 
kiosks to receive a 
chance to win BD500 
in mall gift cards daily. 
Those redeeming 
fashion or sports store 
receipts will have 
double the chance at 
winning. 

MANAMA’S Central 
Market is set 
to be spruced 

up and made squeaky 
clean after leading 
hypermarket chain 
Lulu teamed up with 
international consumer 
goods company Unilever 
to tidy up the area.

The Central Market is half-
a-kilometre long and houses 
three public markets selling 
seafood, meat, fruits and 
vegetables.

Cleaning operations began 
with the fish market earlier 
this week, with the meat 
market to follow today and 
the vegetable market on 
Tuesday.

Cleaning of these facilities 
will be carried out by an 
agency under the supervision 
of the Bahrain Municipality 
using Unilever brands 
exclusively.

Dannyal bin Saeed, country 
manager of Unilever Bahrain, 
said: “This idea was based on 
our global plan of improving 
living conditions and the 
health and wellbeing of 
billions worldwide.

“This activity underlines 
our commitment: we want 
clean homes and clean 

cities to provide a safer, 
cleaner Bahrain for future 
generations.”

The ‘clean home, clean city’ 
initiative was launched on 
Sunday with a cake-cutting 
ceremony at Lulu’s branch 
in Hidd with Cem T Yuksel, 
managing director of Unilever 
Gulf,  Juzer Rupawala, 
director Lulu Hypermarket 
Bahrain & Egypt, and 
other senior company 
representatives, joined by 
Amin El Sharkawl, the United 
Nations’ resident coordinator.

Unilever is one of the 
world’s leading manufacturers 
of iconic home care brands 
such as Jif cleaners, Lux 
dish wash, OMO laundry 
detergent and Comfort fabric 
conditioners, used by millions 
of households across 50 
countries.

Its partnership with the 
popular store continues. 
Anyone spending BD3 or 
more on any of the brands 
in a Lulu Hypermarket will 
receive a package containing 
free cleaning samples 
provided by Unilever.

The operation was proposed 

by Unilever, which comes 
as part of the company’s 
Sustainable Living Plan. 
This aims to help more than 
a billion people take action 
to improve their health and 
well-being by 2020, halve 
the environmental impact 
of its products by 2030, and 
enhance the livelihoods of 
millions by 2020.
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 zinger 
 dealsZahra’s

Putting Bahrain’s supermarkets under the spotlight and searching for the best deals

Al Jazira Supermarket 
Zinj

Cemoi shell box 12x200gm – 
BD1.750

Jubileu almonds cereal & nougat 
12x200gm – BD3.300

Walkers luxury chocolate selection 
12x600gm – BD6.200

Walkers luxury mint selection 
12x240gm – BD2.650

Balance dark 70% cocoa bar 
12x85gm – BD1.475

Jawad Supermarket
Afia Corn Oil 2x1.8ltr – BD4.750
Americana vine leaves 250gm 1+1 
free – BD0.225
Volvic touch of fruit strawberry 
500ml 5+1 free – BD2.300
Libby’s fruit cocktail 3x220gm – 
BD1.300
Heinz tuna flakes in sunflower oil 
3x160gm – BD1.275
Al Marai cream cheese in jar 
2x500gm – BD2.550

Lulu Hypermarket
LuLu milk powder pouch 2.25kg – 
BD4.290

LuLu coffee gold 200gm – 
BD2.890

LuLu white egg medium 30s – 
BD1.490

LuLu frozen chicken 1000gm 
10pcs – BD9.250

LuLu kiddy chicken nuggets 1kg 
2pcs – BD2.290

Carrefour Hypermarket
Nescafe red mug 100gm – BD1.250 
My Club members price BD0.950
Al Osra sugar 10kg– BD1.790
My Club members price BD1.650
Kit Kat 2 finger (36x20.5gm) – 
BD1.990
My Club members price BD1.750
Almarai UHT milk 1ltr 4pcs – 
BD0.950
Note: This offer is available until Sunday. 
(There is a promotional selling price and a 
special price for My CLUB members)

April 18 - 24, 2018

Race on down to the mall for fun and prizes

Big Central Market clean-up

PICTURE THIS: Children colouring in their cars

COMMUNITY REPORT
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

WASH AND GO: The 
cleaners in action and, 
below, the official launch
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Editor Stan Szecowka takes a look at the world of financial technology and beyond...
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FinTechFocus
@tamherebh

Government Authorities have gone completely cashless
using TAM Dinar as an alternative to cash payment

Join the Cashless Revolution
Pay with TAM Dinar!

General Directorate
of Traffic 

Survey & Land
Registration Bureau

Ministry of Justice
& Islamic Affairs

Bahrain
Customs

Electricity &
Water Authority

Real Estate
Regulatory Authority

A GROWING number of 
readers have downloaded 
a digital wallet on to their 
mobile phone and are paying 
for a morning coffee with 
it but are at a loss when it 
comes to the frequently 
exchanged ‘buzz words’ of 
the FinTech world.

A digital wallet is simply 
software that allows users to 
make electronic payments, 
purchases and store their 
account credits and rewards 
online. 

There are several in the 
marketplace growing in 
popularity and as financial 
technology increasingly 
enters our daily lives in 
Bahrain, some of its more 
technical terminology remains 
obscure.

No more. Here is a simple 
guide so GulfWeekly’s 

FinTech Focus readers can 
impress their friends … 
l CRYPTOCURRENCY: 
A digital currency that relies 
on cryptography to validate 
and secure transactions. 
There are different types of 
cryptocurrencies - bitcoin and 
ethereum are among the best 
known.
l BITCOIN: A digital - or 
crypto - currency that enables 
payment in a decentralised 
peer-to-peer (P2P) network 
not governed by any central 
authority or middleman.
l BLOCKCHAIN: Software 
that first emerged as the 
system underpinning bitcoin. 
Also known as distributed 
ledger technology (DLT), it is 
a shared record of information 

that is maintained and updated 
by a network of computers. 
It is protected and secured by 
advanced cryptography.
l DISTRIBUTED LEDGER 
TECHNOLOGY: A term 
often used interchangeably 
with ‘blockchain’, even 
though, technically, 
blockchain describes the 
public ledger powering 
bitcoin.
l MINING: The process 
through which transactions 
are verified and added to the 
blockchain and new bitcoins 
are created.
l MINERS: Term used to 
describe the devices or the 
people that own the devices 
that validate transactions. 
They get rewarded for the 

computing power consumed 
during mining with the 
bitcoins created in the 
process.
l PUBLIC LEDGER: A 
distributed ledger that is open 
to everyone on the internet. 
l PERMISSIONED 
LEDGER: A distributed 
ledger that requires 
permission in order to be 
accessed. The ledger is 
maintained only by a limited 
number of parties. This is the 
kind of blockchain technology 
that large corporations, such 
as banks, are more likely to 
use because of data privacy 
needs.
l ALTCOIN: A 
cryptocurrency different, or 
alternative, to Bitcoin.

l ETHEREUM: A type 
of blockchain network. 
The bitcoin and Ethereum 
blockchains differ primarily 
in purpose and capability. 
While the bitcoin blockchain 
is used to track ownership of 
the digital currency bitcoin, 
the Ethereum blockchain can 
be used to build decentralised 
applications. The virtual 
currency associated with 
Ethereum is called Ether.
l HARD FORK: When a 
blockchain splits into two 
ledgers creating a new digital 
currency.
l BLOCK: A part of the 
blockchain where a number 
of transactions are recorded. 
It’s like a page in a ledger 
book. Unlike a page on a 

ledger book, however, once 
completed a block cannot be 
modified.
l GENESIS BLOCK: 
The first block in a new 
blockchain.
l HASH RATE: The speed 
of a bitcoin transaction.
l ICO: Initial Coin 
Offering, or a token sale. The 
process or event in which 
funds are raised for a new 
cryptocurrency venture and 
contributors receive tokens in 
return.
l PRIVATE KEYS: A 
form of cryptography that 
allows users to access 
their cryptocurrency and is 
essential part of its security.
l HARDWARE SECURITY 
MODULES: Or HSM. It is a 
device that secures data such 
as digital private keys in a 
very secure fashion.

Our guide to the buzz words in the digital market space

WAQFE, a 
Bahrain-
based FinTech 

company, has launched 
a mobile banking service 
platform for banks 
called Digital Deposit 
Mobilisation Solution.

It is said to combine 
mobility, artificial 
intelligence and data 
technologies and will allow 
banks to augment it into their 
existing digital structures.

Shaikh Khalid bin 
Mohammad Al Khalifa, 
Waqfe’s chairman, 
described the launch as 
a ‘revolutionary, game-
changing solution’ in the 
GCC. “While providing 
convenience to customers 
is one of the main aims of 
the platform, our ultimate 
objective is to reintroduce 
‘purpose’ into a banking 
experience made even more 
unique and friendly by 
exponential technologies,” 
he said.

“The launch of the platform 
will help our partner banks 
harness the potential of 

digital banking in the GCC, 
focusing on an audience 
that values technology 
and depends on it for 
convenience and simplicity.”

He claims the platform is 
geared to assist partner banks 
to mobilise ‘one million 
customers and $10 billion in 
retail deposits over the next 
five years’. 

Waqfe’s CEO Ashar Nazim 
believes it will not only 
enable a comprehensive 
banking experience, but one 
that is simple and flexible. 
“The platform will help 
banks gain the acceptance of 
customers looking for speed 
and ease in managing their 
banking requirements,” he 
said. 

“Customers will not be 
required to visit any physical 
branch since the opening 
of a bank account can also 

be done on the platform in 
just seven minutes from 
anywhere in the GCC 
through a smartphone, tablet 
or laptop.”

The platform embeds 
several features, including 
forensic document analysis 
and digital identity 
management. It is up-and-
running in Bahrain with a 
leading Islamic financial 
institution already on board 
and a number of other 
financial institutions in the 
kingdom, Oman, UAE and 
Saudi Arabia have also 
shown a ‘keen interest’ and 
are in discussions to integrate 
Waqfe’s platform into their 
digital strategy, the company 
says.

Waqfe describes itself as 
a ‘next-gen fintech platform 
for deposit mobilisation’ 
working within a business-
to-business-to-consumer 
(B2B2C) model where 
online, or e-commerce, 
businesses and portals reach 
new markets and customers 
by partnering with consumer-
oriented product and service 
businesses. 

“We exist because deposit 
banking in its traditional 
format is dead,” the co-
founder states on his 
LinkedIn social media 
account. “As a B2B2C 
company, we enable banks 
to modernise their customer 
engagement through a 
stronger connection with 

customers at an emotional 
level. 

“This is driven by 
exponential technologies 
including mobility, analytics 
and artificial intelligence. 

Through this digital 
community banking solution, 
Waqfe’s purpose is to 
positively touch the lives of 
one million people across 
emerging markets by 2021.”

Mobile depositing solutions

MOBILE MOVEMENT: The possible future for retail deposits 
and pioneering Shaikh Khalid and, Ashar
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6
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Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional decision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cost
DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt deal
MEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)
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Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effor t to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92
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Today (April 18)
Words Bookstore and Café 
invites guests to experience 
its Ramadan Design Atelier 
exhibition from today until 
Saturday, curated by Nathaly 
Jung of Yalla Habibi, including 
elegant and minimalist 
pieces that aim to embody 
the spirit of the holy month 
from jewellery to home 
accessories, to jalabiyas.
For more details, call 
17690790.

Gallery One invites guests 
to an exhibition titled ‘Souq 
Collection’ by Palestinian 
architect and designer, 
Rashid Abdelhamid, 
showcasing handmade 
pieces of furniture, running 
until May 3.
For details, visit www.
galleryone.ps or email info@
galleryone.ps

The Art Rotana Hotel 
‘Seasons of Art’ initiative will 
host an exhibition by artist 
Rafal Jamil Al Mozan. A 
selection of her work will be 
displayed during the month 
of April.
For details, visit www.rotana.
com/artrotana

The Bahrain Vintage 
Photo Exhibition, a curated 
showcase of the kingdom’s 
rich history and culture at its 
fashion court, is being staged 
at MODA Mall until April 30. 
For details, visit www.
modabahrain.com

Welsh artist Peter W 
Rushton’s latest exhibition 
titled ‘Rhythm of Life’ at the In 
Touch Clinic Gallery in Saar 
runs until April 30.

The Movenpick Hotel Bahrain 
is celebrating 70 years of 
culinary excellence with a 
special promotion in Silk’s 

restaurant until Friday, 
introducing seven dishes that 
pay tribute to Ueli Prager who 
founded the brand in 1948. 
For more information call 
17460017 or email hotel.
bahrain.fb@movenpick.com

Juffair’s Elite Crystal Hotel 
has launched a Flaming 
Seafood Platter promotion 
at Waikiki Kitchen every 
Wednesday night. Priced 
BD6++. 
For reservations, call 
17360390.

The Swiss-Belhotel Seef 
Bahrain is hosting a Business 
Lunch Buffet every day 
except Friday and Saturday, 
from 12.30pm to 3pm at 
Swiss-Café. Priced BD5.5net 
for a two-course buffet, or 
BD8net per person for full 
buffet.
For details, call 66310000.

Children aged four to 15 
are welcome to join Bahrain 
Hockey Association training 
sessions at St Christopher’s 
Senior School in Isa Town.
For details, contact 
hockeybahrain@gmail.com or 
call 39658618.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain is 
holding a steak night every 
Wednesday from 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant, priced 
BD18net. 
The Harvesters Restaurant 
Pub & Terrace is offering 
a new Camel Burger with 
French fries and coleslaw. 
Ask to be part of the Beast 
Burger Challenge, and if 
finished in the stipulated time 
your meal is free and you 
receive a free T-shirt and your 
name on the wall of fame. 
Runs daily from 11am to 9pm. 
Priced BD8.410 per person.
The hotel is also holding a 
South Indian Curry Promotion 
daily from noon to 11pm at 
Spices Indian Restaurant, 
available as vegetarian or 
non-vegetarian package. 
Priced BD4.840net per 
person.
For more details call 
17531122.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
introduces its new band, the 
Eye Candies, every evening 
from 9pm onwards, except 
Saturdays, at The Harvesters 
Pub & Terrace. 
For more information, call 
17531122.

Elite Seef Residence & Hotel 
is holding weekly ladies 
nights with live grills and the 
sounds of a saxophonist 
every Wednesday from 8pm 
to midnight at the Oasis pool 
area.
For details, call 17583388.

The Elite Grande Hotel is 
hosting a seafood night every 
Wednesday at H20 Lounge 
with live grills by the pool 
and beautiful city line views. 
Priced BD12++ per person.
For details, call 17565888.

Le Meridien Bahrain City 
Centre offers a daily business 
lunch at Baharat Restaurant 
with a selection of Middle 
Eastern and Indian fusion 
cuisine from 12.30pm to 4pm. 
Priced BD12++ for full buffet, 
or BD5.5++ for soup and 
salad buffet. Children aged 
six to 12 dine at half price.
Baharat is also hosting a 
weekly BBQ night every 
Wednesday from 7pm to 
11pm on the Baharat terrace 
with live music from South 
African duo, The Deux Song. 
Priced BD18net inclusive of 
soft beverages, or BD24net 
inclusive of a free flow of 
beverages.
Mezzanine Lounge is hosting 
an English afternoon tea 
daily from 3pm to 6pm, priced 
BD12++.
For details, call 17171144.

The Sheraton Bahrain Hotel 
is presenting a special lunch 
menu at Espressamente Illy 
Café daily from 7am to 11pm 
priced BD2.9++ inclusive of 
soft beverages.
For details call 17533533.

Thursday (April 19)
The Swiss-Belhotel Seef 
Bahrain is hosting a 
Pan Asian Dinner Buffet 
specialising in Vietnamese 
cuisine every Thursday 
at Swiss-Cafe from 7pm 
to 11pm. Priced BD12net 
inclusive of soft beverages, 
BD16net inclusive of two 
selected beverages, and 
BD22net inclusive of free flow 
selected beverages.
For details, call 66310000.

The Sheraton Bahrain Hotel 
is hosting Indian Nights at 
Al Safir restaurant, with 
traditional Indian delicacies 
every Thursday from 7.30pm 
to 11.30pm. 
Priced BD10++ per person.
The hotel also presents its 
Thai Street Food Festival at 
Soie Restaurant prepared by 
guest chef Arnan Sinsanwit 
all the way from JW Marriott 
Bangkok in Thailand, from 
today until April 30 from 
7.30pm to 11.30pm daily 
except Saturdays. 
For more information and 

to book online, visit www.
sheratonbahrain.com or call 
17533533.

The Gulf Hotel Bahrain 
Convention and Spa is 
hosting a Seafood Night at Al 
Waha restaurant tonight from 
7pm-10.30pm. 
For details, call 17713000.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain invites 
guests to its seafood night 
from 7pm at La Mosaique 
Restaurant. 
The Harvesters & Terrace is 
hosting a weekly Chill and 
Grill night every Thursday 
with fun music, BBQ and 
selected beverages from 6pm 
onwards. 
Priced BD7net for entrance, 
inclusive of one round of 
selected beverages. Entry is 
exclusive to those aged 21 
and over.
For more details call 
17531122.

Elite Seef Residence & Hotel 
is hosting weekly Layali Al 
Bazerkan Nights with live 
entertainment and grills 
every Thursday from 8pm to 
midnight at the Oasis pool 
area. Priced BD14net per 
person.
For details, call 17583388.

Elite Grande Hotel is hosting 
a Red Velvet Night every 
Thursday at H20 Lounge with 
choice of grills and selected 
beverages. Priced BD10++ 
per person.
The hotel is also hosting 
‘HI Tea and Coffee’ every 
Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday at Ahlan Cafe with 
a special coffee price with 
free cookies for BD3++ per 
person.
For details, call 17565888.

Elite Resort & Spa is staging 
weekly Layali Al Naseem Live 
Grill Nights by the pool every 
Thursday. Priced BD10++ per 
person.
For details, call 17313333.

Le Meridien Hotel Bahrain’s 
Seafood Night at Baharat 
Restaurant takes place every 
Thursday from 7pm to 11pm. 
Priced BD24net inclusive of 
soft beverages, or BD29net 
inclusive of beverages.
The hotel is also hosting a 
Retro Night every Thursday 
at its Mezzanine Lounge 
from 8pm onwards with retro-
themed drinks and bites, and 
live entertainment from South 
African duo, The Deux Song.
For details, call 171711441.

The Mövenpick Hotel Bahrain 
is staging a fun Thursday 
Night Out for guests at its 
Silk’s Restaurant inclusive 
of live cooking stations, a 
buffet and music from 7pm 
to 11pm. It is priced BD32net 
per person, including selected 
beverages.
For details, call 17460017.

The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain, is 

hosting a weekly BBQ dining 
experience every Thursday 
at La Med from 7pm to 
10.30pm. Priced BD20++ with 
soft beverages and BD25++ 
with selected beverages.
The hotel is also staging a 
new weekly BBQ on the Bay 
at La Plage every Thursday 
from 7pm to 11pm with live 
music and an assortment of 
tender meats, sauces, side 
dishes and desserts on the 
beachfront restaurant. Priced 
BD25++ with soft beverages, 
and BD30++ with selected 
beverages.
For details, call 17586499 
or email rc.bahrz.restaurant.
reservations@ritzcarlton.com

Friday (April 20)
The Dutch Community in 
Bahrain will be celebrating 
Willem-Alexander, the King 
of the Netherlands, birthday 
with a Oranjefeest at 8pm at 
the Intercontinental Regency 
Bahrain’s Elements Pool 
and Lounge. The event will 
feature traditional Dutch food 
with music played by Dutch 
DJs.
For details, contact Anne 
Timmers on 39691322 or 
Robert on 39403222.

The Rotary Club Salmaniya is 
hosting its charity Raft Race 
with the theme of ‘Saving 
the Environment’ today from 
10am to 4pm at Al Bander 
Hotel & Resort.
For details, email 
moalkhaja@gmail.com

The Bahrain Rugby Football 
Club is hosting an evening 
with Welsh international rugby 
star, Adam Jones, who plays 
for Harlequins in the Aviva 
Premiership.
There will be an after-dinner 
talk, a Q&A session and 
auction starting from 7pm 
onwards. Priced BD30 
for members and BD35 
for non-members. Tickets 
are available at the BRFC 
reception. 
For more information visit our 
website or contact reception 
at 17695809 or email info@
bahrainrfc.com

The Movenpick Hotel 
Bahrain is hosting its weekly 
Friday Brunch, featuring an 
international buffet, from 
12.30pm to 4pm at Silk’s 
restaurant and Flamingo 
lounge. Priced BD36net 
per person with 50 per cent 
discount for children aged 
four to 12. 
For more information, call 
17460000.

The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain 

is staging a new weekend 
Indian brunch at Nirvana, 
available every Friday and 
Saturday from 12pm to 4pm, 
with an extensive range of 
plated brunch specialties 
cooked by Chef Mahipal 
Singh. Priced BD16++ for 
adults and BD7++ for kids 
aged four to 12.
For reservations, call 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

The Swiss-Belhotel Seef 
Bahrain is presenting a 
Seafood Lunch every Friday 
from 12.30pm to 3pm at 
Swiss-Café. 
The hotel is also hosting an 
Arabic Dinner every Friday 
from 7pm to 11pm at Swiss-
Café from 7pm to 11pm. 
Both offers are priced 
BD12net inclusive of soft 
beverages, BD16net inclusive 
of two selected beverages, 
and BD22net inclusive of 
selected beverages.
For details, call 66310000.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is hosting Friday 
Brunch at CUT by Wolfgang 
Puck Steakhouse from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm. Priced 
BD24++ with soft beverages, 
BD24++ with extensive 
beverage package for ladies, 
or BD34++ with extensive 
beverage package.
For details, call 17115044.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is hosting a 
Friday Spring Fair Brunch 
every Friday until May 11 
from 1pm to 4pm, featuring 
seasonal dishes, fair-style 
games, and other activities 
for children. Priced BD25++ 
inclusive of soft beverages, or 
BD35++ inclusive of selected 
beverages.
For reservations, call 
17115500.

The Gulf Hotel Bahrain 
Convention & Spa is 
hosting its celebrated Gulf 
Grand Brunch at Al Waha 
Restaurant every Friday 
from 12.30pm-4pm featuring 
fabulous fare from its award-
winning restaurants. 
It boasts a fun-filled children’s 
corner, a buffet selection 
offering 10 different cuisines 
alongside live counters, pool 
usage, live entertainment 
and an after-party at Typhoon 
Lounge. Its priced BD32net, 
inclusive of selected 
beverages, with special rates 
for Gulf Hotel partners and 
Prestige Club members. 
For details, call 17713000.

The Sheraton Bahrain Hotel 
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is hosting a Chocoholic 
Friday Brunch at Al Safir 
Restaurant every Friday 
from 1pm to 4pm with live 
cooking stations, plus an 
extravagant selection of 
desserts and crepe station 
with lots of chocolates. It is 
priced BD34net inclusive of 
selected beverages, BD28net 
inclusive of soft beverages, 
and BD10net for children. 
Guests can book by calling 
17533533 or visiting www.
sheratonbahrain.com

Don’t miss the Elite Resort 
& Spa Muharraq’s Carnival 
Friday Brunch with music, 
merriment, sea views and 
pool fun all part of the 
package.
BD14++ for adults and 
free for children under six 
and BD22++ with selected 
beverages.
Call 17313333 for more 
details.

Le Meridien Bahrain City 
Centre’s Baharat Restaurant 
is hosting a Friday brunch, 
featuring special dishes with 
music from the Deux Sons. 
Priced BD26net inclusive of 
soft beverages, or BD38net 
inclusive of selected 
beverages.
For more details call 
17171144.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
Absolutely Fabulous Friday 
Brunch takes place at 
La Mosaique Restaurant 
and The Harvesters from 
12.30pm-4pm. It’s priced 
BD31net and BD8.750net for 
children aged seven to 12. 
The hotel is also hosting a 
weekly international themed 
night buffet every Friday 
from 7pm onwards, featuring 
a wide selection of dishes. 
Priced BD13net for food only.
The hotel is also hosting a 
weekly international-themed 
night buffet every Friday 
from 7pm onwards, featuring 
a wide selection of dishes. 
Priced BD13net for food only.
For details, call 17531122.

Elite Seef Residence & Hotel 
holds a weekly ‘Grill and 
Taarab Night’ every Friday 
from 7pm to 11pm with live 
Arabic entertainment and live 
grills. Priced at BD14net per 
person. 
For details, call 17583388.

The Elite Grande Hotel is 
staging a ‘Grill to Chill Night’ 
every Friday and Saturday at 
its H20 Lounge with unlimited 

grills by the pool and beautiful 
city line views. Priced 
BD12++ per person.
For details, call 17565888.

The Elite Resort & Spa is 
staging its popular weekly 
Friday Family Lunch with pool 
access, kid’s activities and a 
wide variety of international 
food. Priced BD10++ 
inclusive of soft beverages.
For details, call 17313333.

The Elite Crystal Hotel is 
hosting a foam party at 
Waikiki today from 1pm 
to 8pm, entertained by DJ 
Santi, DJ Smiley, and DJ 
Arson, with free entrance 
and welcome beverage for 
ladies, and priced BD10net 
for gentlemen with one 
complimentary beverage. 
BD25net for special package 
inclusive of unlimited selected 
beverages and live grills.
For details, call 66666360.

The Bahrain Authority for 
Culture & Antiquities is 
hosting Al Fann: Art from the 
Islamic Civilisation from The 
al-Sabah Collection Exhibition 
until June 30 at the Bahrain 
National Museum. Admission 
is free.
For details, visit www.culture.
gov.bh

Saturday (April 21)
DJ Monski Mouse presents 
its Baby Disco, a ‘retro-
fabulous toddler vintage 
disco’ for under-five- year-
olds, with a special pre-
show by 7th Wave Bahrain 
performing arts school, 
at The Movenpick Hotel 
Bahrain at 11am and 4pm. 
Tickets are on sale at Alosra 
in Saar, Riffa, Amwaj and 
Baby Essentials in Seef Mall. 
Priced BD15 for one adult 
and child, plus BD5 for one 
extra person. Maximum two 
children per adult. 
For details, follow 
Myproductions_Bahrain on 
Instagram or Facebook.

Words Bookstore and Café 
is hosting a Cookbook demo 
and signing with Dima Al 
Sharif of her book Plated 
Heirlooms. 
For details, call 17690790.

The Swiss-Belhotel Seef 
Bahrain invites guests to its 
Saturday Family Lunch every 
Saturday from 12.30pm to 
3pm at Swiss-Café. Priced 
BD8net per person, children 
below 12 years old eat for 
free. 
For details, call 66310000.

The Sheraton Hotel Bahrain 
is hosting Flashback 
Saturdays at An Nada 
Lounge for hospitality industry 
staff members working in 
hotels, hospitals, or airlines, 
every Saturday, with 90s 
hits from DJ John Bituin 
and discounted food and 
beverages. Bring work ID 
cards for entry. 
For more information, call 
17533533 or visit www.
sheratonbahrain.com

Soak up the stunning views 
from the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s 50th floor and 
feast on Asian delights like 
Korean Fried Chicken Bao 
Buns, Wok Fried Shrimp 
Dumplings and Brisket 

Wontons at the re Asian 
Cuisine by Wolfgang Puck’s 
Saturday Brunch.
The price is BD19++ and 
BD37++ with selected 
beverages.
For reservations, call 
17115046.

The Bahrain Bay Kitchen 
at the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is staging 
a Saturday Brunch from 
12.30pm-3.30pm offering 
a wide selection of Arabic 
favourites such as Lamb 
Ouzi and cold mezzeh, 
priced BD16++ including soft 
beverages.  
For more details, call 
17115000.

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s 
Cantina Kahlo’s Mexican 
Brunch is priced BD35net per 
person, including food and 
beverages, and BD20net per 
person for food only. It takes 
place from 11am-3pm.
For more details call 
17580000, or rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

Crowne Plaza Bahrain is 
hosting an International 
Theme Night at La Mosaique 
Restaurant. The price is 
BD14.550net. 
The hotel is also hosting a 
weekly Asian Night Buffet 
every Saturday from 7pm 
onwards at La Mosaique 
restaurant, featuring South 
East Asian specialties. 
Priced BD13net for food only. 
Selected beverage package 
is available.
Call 17531122 for more 
information.

IHG invites guests to 
experience its Signature 
Food Festival at participating 
InterContinental, Crowne 
Plaza, and Holiday Inn hotels 
until April 28. They’ll be 
creating three-course menus 
available daily from 4pm to 
11pm at Waves Seafood 
Restaurant, amongst others, 
to explore the offerings of 50 
of its finest restaurants in the 
region.
Visit roundmenu.com/
ihgfoodfestival or call 
17531122 for more 
information.

The Gulf Hotel Bahrain, 
Convention & Spa is holding 
salsa classes every Saturday 
from 7pm to 9pm at Typhoon 
Lounge. Classes are priced 
BD10 inclusive of two rounds 
of selected beverages.
Every Saturday, the hotel’s 
The Art of Cooking classes 
take place from 10.30am to 
noon, designed for home 
cooks with busy lifestyles and 
a passion for food. It includes 

hands-on demonstration 
classes led by professional 
chefs. Priced BD18net, 
including lunch.
For details, call 17713000.

The Elite Crystal Hotel is 
holding a weekly Sushi 
Night every Saturday at 
Waikiki from 6pm to 10.30pm 
featuring unlimited Japanese 
sushi. Priced BD10++ for 
food package, or BD15++ 
inclusive of selected 
beverages.
For reservations, call 
17360360.

Enjoy live cooking counters 
including burgers, shawarma 
and oriental pizza at the 
Elite Resort & Spa every 
Saturday night, with live oud 
performances. Priced starting 
BD3++. 
For details, call 17313333.

The Westin Bahrain 
City Centre is holding 
complimentary junior baking 
classes at Furn Bakery for 
children every Saturday 
from 9am to 10am, featuring 
hands-on experience and 
supervision from its master 
bakers. There is an optional 
kid’s breakfast menu priced 
BD2++ for bakery items, plus 
water and juice for children 
aged three to 12. 
For details, call 17171441.

Sunday (April 22)
The Movenpick Hotel Bahrain 
is hosting an extravagant 
Mussels experience from 
today until May 6, with 
the Belgian classic dish 
of Moules-frites, Belgian 
waffles, and exclusive 
Belgian beverages. Served 
daily at the Flamingo lounge 
and on Saturday, Sunday, 
and Wednesday at Silk’s 
restaurant. Priced BD10 per 
pot of mussels. 
For details call 17460017 
or email hotel.bahrain.fb@
movenpick.com

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
is hosting a two-course 
Business Set Lunch Sundays 
to Thursdays from 12pm to 
3pm at its Italian-signature 
restaurant Primavera. Priced 
BD9.5++ per person including 
soft beverages. 
For more details call 
17586499.

Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
is staging an FBI Night 
every Sunday Night at The 
Harvesters & Terrace and 
Tracks Sports Bar from 9pm-
1am. Drinks are 50 per cent 
off for employees of the food 
and beverage industry. 
The Harvesters is also 
hosting a new Think & Drink 
Night every Sunday night. A 
fun night of trivia, join for a 
night of brain draining fun at 
the new trivia evening starting 
from 9pm onwards. Entry 
exclusive to those aged 21 
and over.
The hotel is offering a 
Business Lunch at Waves 
Seafood Restaurant every 
Saturday to Thursday from 
12pm-4pm. The price is 
BD8net per person for three 
courses. 
A Business Lunch is also 
available at La Mosaique 
Restaurant every Saturday to 
Thursday from 12.30pm-3pm. 
The price is BD8net for three 

courses or BD6net for two 
courses.
The hotel is also staging a 
weekly Italian Night Buffet 
every Sunday from 7pm 
onwards at La Mosaique 
restaurant. Priced BD13net 
for food only. Selected 
beverage package available.
For more details call 
17531122. 

The Elite Grande Hotel is 
hosting a Taste of Italy offer at 
Zodiac and H20 Lounge with 
a choice of Italian pasta or 
pizza and one soft beverage. 
Priced BD5++ per person.
The hotel is also hosting a 
‘Wings on Time’ promotion 
at H20 Lounge and Zodiac 
featuring unlimited selected 
beverages and unlimited 
chicken wings from 8pm to 
9pm for BD15++ per person.
For details, call 17565888.

The Sheraton Bahrain Hotel 
invites guests to enjoy 
performances by its new 
Filipino band Ekzlusiv, daily 
except Saturdays, at its An 
Nada Lounge from 9.15pm 
to 12.45am during weekdays 
and from 9.15pm to 1.30am 
at the weekend.
For details, call 17533533.

Monday (April 23)
Words Bookstore and Café 
is hosting a storytelling 
workshop for parents, 
entitled ‘Reading Together in 
Happiness’ today from 4pm 
to 6pm. The event is free 
of charge but registration is 
required. The workshop will 
be run by Fatima Abdulaziz.
To register, call 3990555 or 
email fatima.story@hotmail.
com to sign up.

Enjoy smooth Midweek 
Monday Music at Coda Jazz 
Lounge in Adliya with the 
sounds of Dihann Moore & 
The SheGroovee Band while 
tasting bistro-style food.
For details, contact 
34342828.

CUT by Wolfgang Puck at 
the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain offers business 
lunch every day from noon 
to 3pm. Enjoy a two-course 
meal in 60-minutes, with your 
choice of tea or coffee, priced 
BD14++ per person.
CUT Bar & Lounge is also 
hosting ‘CUT The Lounge to 
the Chase’ featuring Celebrity 
Chef Wolfgang Puck’s 
signature bites and drinks 
with chic music every Monday 
to Thursday from 5pm-7pm, 
and Friday and Saturday from 
4pm-7pm. 
Priced BD3 for entrance.
There is also an Afternoon 
Tea at Bay View Lounge 
every day from 3pm-9pm 
priced at BD15++ per person, 
or BD28++ for two guests. 
For details, call 17115044.

The Elite Grande Hotel is 
hosting a Dish of the Day 
every Monday night at H20 
Lounge with a selection of 
special dishes prepared by 
the chef. Priced BD10++ per 
person.
For details, call 17565888.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
Hotel is hosting a weekly 
French Night every Monday 
from 7pm onwards at La 
Mosaique restaurant. Priced 

BD13net for food only and 
a beverage package is also 
available.
For details, call 17531122.

The Movenpick Hotel Bahrain 
is staging a Seafood Night 
every Monday from 7pm to 
11pm at Silk’s restaurant 
priced BD24net per person 
and BD29net per person 
with a selected beverages 
package. 
For details, call 17460017 
or email hotel.bahrain.fb@
movenpick.com

Tuesday (April 24)
The legendary Gulf Night 
Out returns at The Gulf Hotel 
Bahrain. Featuring the Al 
Rayash Band, belly dancer 
and house band QBA, this 
popular poolside event is 
priced at BD19++ for an 
unlimited food and selected 
beverages package, starting 
at 8pm.
For more information visit 
https://www.gulfhotelbahrain.
com/gulf-night-out-1st-season

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
Hotel is hosting a weekly 
Catch of the Day Seafood 
Night every Tuesday from 
7pm onwards at La Mosaique 
restaurant. Priced BD18net 
for food only. There is also a 
selected beverage package 
available too.
For details, call 17531122.

The Movenpick Hotel 
Bahrain is hosting a Kababna 
Night every Tuesday from 
7pm to 11pm at Silk’s 
restaurant, featuring mixed 
grills and freshly-squeezed 
refreshments. Priced 
BD18net per person or 
BD30net inclusive of selected 
beverages.
For details, call 17460017 
or email hotel.bahrain.fb@
movenpick.com

The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain 
invites guests to its Afternoon 
Tea Experience at the Lobby 
Lounge, daily from 3pm 
to 5pm, with new menu 
items such as foie gras 
terrine, organic chicken with 
espelette chilli, and pistachio 
and spiced pineapple cake. 
Priced BD21++ per set.
Enjoy a Bahraini-inspired 
combination of prime steak 
and seafood with side dishes 
at Plums from today until May 
16, 7pm to 11pm. Prices are 
a la carte.
For information, call 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com
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DATES FOR THE DIARY

THE BSPCA Thrift Shop 
announces its summer 
Designer Sale, on new and 
pre-loved clothing from 
designers such as Cavalli, 
Karen Millen, Ted baker, and 
more. Brands will go on sale 
on May 12 from 1pm to 5pm, 
and all earnings go towards 
the care and feeding of 
animals at the Animal Welfare 
Centre and the BSPCA’s free 
CNR scheme for dogs and 
cats.

For details, call 17593479.

FALAK Consulting announces 
its second ‘out-of-the-box-
thinking, creativity and 
innovation session’, entitled 
the Falak Unreasonable 
Thinking Summit, taking place 
on April 25 and 26 at the 
Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel 
Bahrain. 

The event is targeting 
start-up entrepreneurs, 
corporate executives, 

university students, and 
allowing them to interact with 
some of the world’s leading 
innovators. 

The summit is free although 
participants must register in 
advance to attend.

To register, visit www.
unreasonablethinking.com 
or follow @unreasonable_
thinking on Instagram.

BUSHIDO by Buddha Bar 
will be celebrating its ninth 
anniversary on April 26 with 
Faydee, famed for the hit 
song ‘Habibi I Need Your 
Love’. Tickets are priced 
BD10 for gentlemen in 
advance, BD15 on the door, 
and for ladies free entrance 
from 9.30pm and BD5 after 
10.30pm.

For details, call 17583555 or 
email reservation@bushido.
com.bh

THE Dilmun Club presents 

an evening with The Manama 
Singers, with complimentary 
selected beverages followed 
by a four-course set menu 
and live entertainment on April 
27 at 7.30pm. Tickets are 
priced BD10 and are available 
at the Saar club’s reception.

For details visit www.dilmun-
club.com

THE Trib Fest family music 
festival returns on Friday, April 
27, from 10am to 10pm, at 
the Bahrain Rugby Football 
Club. The event will feature 
UK tribute artists representing 
the sounds of Freddie 
Mercury, David Bowie and 
Bon Jovi and others. Tickets 
are priced BD16 for adults 
and BD8 for children, with a 
discount for BRFC members. 
They are available online, 
at the Bahrain Rugby Club 
reception, or on the door.

For details, email contact@
tribfestbh.com

PAINTERS and 
sculptors from 
the Bahrain 

Arts Society will be 
showcasing their 
colourful and detailed 
pieces at Interiors 
Expo, which opens on 
Tuesday, as part of its 
latest attraction called 
‘On the Wall’.

The major event, organised 
by Hilal Conferences & 
Exhibitions, is part of a triple 
series of shows at the Bahrain 
International Exhibition & 
Convention Centre.

The new section will 
showcase various styles of 
art work available which can 
accentuate an interior of a 
home. 

Artists involved include 
Abbas Al Mosawi, Hussain 
Milad, Adnan Al Ahmed, 
Hussain Isa, Omar Al 
Rashid, Hamed Al Boosta, 
Mahdi Al Jallawi, Dhawya 
Alaiwat, Wedad Al Bekr, 
Shaikha Marwa Al Khalifa, 
Mahmood Fakhrawi, Mohsin 
Ghareeb, Haider Al Shaibani, 
Abderrazak Hamouda, A 
Elah Al Arab, Mohammed 
Bahrain, Khalil Al Hashimi, 
Mohsin Al Taitoon and Ali Al 
Mahmeed.  

Another new feature of the 
expo is an Interiors Shopper 
section featuring furniture 
and accessories for bargain 
hunters to enjoy.

Jubran Abdulrahaman, 
managing director of Hilal 
Conferences & Exhibitions, 
said: “The new elements will 
only add to the enjoyment 
and experience for visitors. 
This has become for many the 
annual ‘must attend’ event.”

This exhibition will also 
coincide with the popular 
Gulf Construction Expo and 
Gulf Property Show 2018.

The Gulf Construction 
Expo, driven by the strategic 
support of Haji Hassan and 
Kavalani and Sons, features 
a range of products from 
specialist building materials 
to architectural ironmongery, 
and will include around 18 
exhibiting companies from 
Saudi Arabia.

The Gulf Property Show 
will this year surpass its 
record-breaking size of 2017 
and will feature real estate 
development companies from 
the kingdom, as well as from 
Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey, UK and 
Pakistan. The expo is being 

supported by the Regulatory 
Real Estate Authority, the 
Survey and Land Registration 
Bureau and the Bahrain 
Property Development 
Association.

“The Gulf Construction 
Expo, Gulf Property Show 
and Interiors Expo provide the 

biggest integrated business-
to-business showcase for the 
construction, interiors and 
property sectors ever to be 
staged in the Northern Gulf,” 
added Jubran.

The strategic sponsors 
for the Gulf Property Show 
include Diyar Al Muharraq, 

Manara Developments, 
Metropolitan Holding, Gulf 
Finance House and Eagle 
Hills (Marassi Al Bahrain). 
The diamond sponsors are 
Residence Sharq and the 
gold sponsors for the event 
are First Bahrain Real Estate. 
The Interiors Expo is being 

sponsored by Hempel and 
Bakokko.

The exhibitions will be held 
under the patronage of HRH 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa, the Prime Minister of 
Bahrain, from April 24 to 26 
from 10am to 9pm. Entry is 
free for all.

It’s the art of good taste 
By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

EXPOREPORT

THE Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay invites guests 
during the holy month to 
break their fast at the Al 
Bahrain Ballroom, featuring 
a buffet with a wide selection 
of traditional Bahraini fare 
prepared by Executive 
Chef Hyung Gyu Kim and 
Executive Pastry Chef Imad 
Boukli. Iftar will be every day 
from sunset until 8pm, and 
Ghabga daily from 9pm until 
2am. A professional live band 
will be playing traditional 
music in the Ramadan tent.

Priced BD26++ for Iftar 
inclusive of soft beverages 
and Arabic coffee, and 
BD13++ for kids between five 
and 12 years old. Ghabga is 
BD28++ inclusive of buffet 
beverages, and BD14++ for 
kids between five and 12 
years old. Kids below five 
years old enter free, and 13 
years above are full price. 
Groups of minimum 30 people 
pay BD23++ per person for 
Iftar inclusive of beverages 
and BD25++ per person 
for Ghabga exclusive of 
beverages.

A large section within the Al 
Bahrain Ballroom will feature a 
kid’s club hosting fun activities 
as part of the hotel’s Kids For 
All Seasons Club.

On the 15th day of 
Ramadan, children can 
join in spreading candies, 
singing traditional songs and 
storytelling, from sunset until 
8.30pm.

For reservations, call 
17115500.

The Bahrain Bay Kitchen will 
be hosting a three day brunch 
buffet during Eid Al-Fitr with 
brunch buffet, live cooking 

stations, and a vibrant family 
atmosphere. Priced BD28++ 
including soft beverages or 
BD38++ including selected 
beverages.

For reservations call 
17115500.

EXPERIENCE tradition this 
Ramadan at The Sheraton 
Bahrain Hotel with Iftar at 
the Awal Ballroom, boasting 
a traditional Arabic décor, 
dishes, juices, and a dates 
corner and crepe station for all 
guests to enjoy. Iftar buffet is 
served from sunset to 8.30pm. 
Priced BD16++ from Sunday 
to Wednesday, and BD17++ 
from Thursday to Saturday. 
Children from four to 12 years 
old charged BD8.5++, and 
below four years old dine for 
free.

The hotel will be serving 
a daily Ghabga at Al Safir 
Restaurant from 9pm to 2am, 
priced BD12.9++ for adults. 

For reservations, call 
17533533 or book online at 
www.sheratonbahrain.com

THE Diplomat Radisson Blu 

Hotel, Residence and Spa, 
is hosting a curated Iftar at 
Bahrain’s first rooftop venue, 
Al Fanar, during the holy 

month of Ramadan, featuring 
delicious Arabian dishes and 
an overlooking view of the 
skyline of Manama. Priced 
BD14net per person.

The hotel also invites guests 
to enjoy a unique dining 
experience with Ghabga at 
Blu, to enjoy a warm Bahraini 
hospitality ambiance. Priced 
BD14net per person, with an 
early bird discount of 20 per 
cent for bookings made before 
May 1.

Special group packages are 
available for ten guests and 
above.

For details, call 17531666 
or email sales.diplomat@
radissonblu.com

THIS year, celebrate the 
holy month of Ramadan at 
Al Murjan Ballroom in The 
Movenpick Hotel Bahrain, with 
a sumptuous Iftar buffet and 
live cooking stations, from 
sunset to 10pm. 

A designated beverage 
station will also be serving a 
range of classic Ramadan 
juices such as tamarind, Vimto 
and jallab. 

Priced BD19net per person 
inclusive of Ramadan 
beverages. In the spirit of the 
holy month of giving, BD1 
will be donated from bills to a 
Muharraq charity fund. 

Also, during this month, two 
lucky winners will win a round-
trip ticket to any destination, 
sponsored by KLM.

For more information, call 
17460017 or email hotel.
bahrain.fb@movenpick.com

THE last round of the 
2017/18 BMR 600 
Championship will take place 
at the Bahrain International 
Circuit this weekend. 

Both the Superstock 
Champion and Hornet Cup 
champion have already been 
decided, won dominantly 
by Ahmed Al Muyini and 
Pawel Rosciszewski (Hornet) 
repectively, but there is 
plenty to play for in the 
runners up positions.

In the Superstocks, Nasser 
Al Khadra is in second place, 
closely followed by Adel 
Najjar and Mo Al Zaidan, 
whilst Abdulsalam, Alateeqi 
and Abdulhussain are 

buzzing around each other in 
the Hornet class.

The remaining riders will, 
as always, be focusing on 
the remaining battles around 
them and the honour of 
beating their closest rivals.

The event will be part 
of the final National Race 
Day of the season, with 
the BIC also hosting the 
final rounds of the Bahrain 
Superbike (BSBK), Bahrain 
Supersport (BSSP) 125cc 
and the 2,000cc Challenge 
championships.

The BSBK and BSSP 
championships are set up 
in an ‘arrive and ride’ racing 
format as participants race in 

identical bikes for the whole 
season which allows them 
to focus on improving their 
racing skills.

Abdulrahman Almoayed, 
co-founder of Motogulf, the 
company which owns the 
races, said: “This has by 
far been one of the most 
exciting seasons with Round 
4 and 5 of BSBK being held 
for the first time at Dubai 
Autodrome. 

“This season has been 
exciting and tough. We 
are glad to see how well 
BSBK and BSSP have been 
received by bikers. We can’t 
wait to see who lifts the 
winner’s trophy this season!”

RAMADAN EVENTS

FLASHBACK: People flocking to last year’s expo and, right, some of the sponsored highlights for next week’s event



BUSINESSMEN 
and women 
can entertain 

clients or enjoy a bite 
to eat with colleagues 
without bursting their 
bank balances at one of 
the hottest Pan-Asian 
cuisine restaurants in the 
kingdom.

The Wok Station’s recently 
opened Seef operation at 
Platinum Tower, nestled 
comfortably close to the 
hustle and bustle of numerous 
bank, telecom and company 
headquarters, has rustled up a 
divine Business Lunch menu.

From Sunday to Thursday, 
between noon and 3pm, diners 
can indulge in a selection of 
the finest items selected off 
the main menu, with three 
courses and an endless flow of 
in-house Jasmin tea for a mere 
BD3.800.

The starter offers a choice of 
soup or salad. Last Sunday’s 
offering featured the authentic 
Thai shrimp soup called Tam 
Kha with coconut milk infused 
with traditional flavourings 
and herbs and the Wok 
Station’s irresistibly crunchy 
and tangy signature salad.

As I slurped my soup 
Jalal Muradi, my erstwhile 
colleague, who heads our sales 
and marketing team, tucked 
into the Julienne cut chicken 
breast, served alongside 
Napa cabbage, crisp noodles 
and carrot swirls, garnished 
magnificently with Mandarin 
orange and roasted peanuts.

Executive Chef Simon Chen, 
an Indian of Chinese heritage, 

who is putting his family’s 
traditional recipes to amazing 
effect on the menu, was 
celebrating his birthday with 
his family and taking centre 
stage in the open kitchen was 
Sous Chef Barun who has 
been a part of his team for 
more than 20 years.

It’s a joy to watch this 
masterful chef in action as he 
and the team perform their 
culinary wizardry in the open 

kitchen for all to see. This is 
certainly a welcome part of the 
lunchtime entertainment. What 
follows is wonderful too. The 
creative cuisine is colourful 
and, most importantly, truly 
scrumptious. 

The diner has a glowing 
reputation for its dynamic dim 
sums and the Seef faithful 
will not be disappointed by 
the business lunch offerings. 
Guests get to enjoy a three-
piece Dim Sum Basket and 
can choose from any one of 
three house specialties, such as 

Haw Gow and Kai Chai, with 
Water Chestnut & Corn as a 
vegetarian option.

Now in the shrimp zone, 
I settled for two Shrimp & 
Veggie Haw Gow delights 
and stole one of Jalal’s 
Chicken Kai Chai, featuring 
a decorative sweet pea on the 
top, pointing out that this was 
sharing and caring cuisine. 
And, he couldn’t argue when 
it came to the main dishes, 
which were plentiful and 
filling and made for tucking 
into together.

Stir-frying is a marvellous 
method of cooking and really 
lets the ingredients retain the 
true flavour and texture of 
food so the Crispy Chicken 
with Rice was a must from the 
choice of four dishes from the 
Signature Rice and Noodle 
Bowl offerings.

These were tender pieces of 
chicken coated with spicy soy 
chili sauce with complimented 
the cool and crunchy relish, 
topped with fried egg pieces 
that added to the taste 
explosion.

Restaurant general manager, 
Pushpak Digambar, brought 
Jalal’s choice, The Hot 
China Bowl, to the table and 
explained how this popular 
dish features soft noodles 
topped with sautéed vegetables 
and chicken with a ginger 
twist.

One other thing I love about 
eating at Wok Station is the 
staff serving the tables. They 
are smiling, helpful, attentive 
and informative and make you 
really welcome and want to 
come back for more. 

This is a fine addition to the 
business lunch experience, 
with options that change 
daily, set in an ideal location 
for a casual, cool dining mid-
week experience, inside the 
comfortable restaurant or on 
an outside table in the warm 
fresh air. And all this for under 
BD4, amazing.

I’ll raise my freely-refilled 
cup of Jasmin tea to that!

For more details call 
Platinum Tower, Seef on 
77571571 or visit www.
wokstationme.com

Check out Stan’s YouTube 
interview with Puskpak and 
the chef by placing your 
smartphone over the QR code.

Just the business for lunch
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WIN a ‘Dim Sum Platter’ for two at Wok Station by answering this quiz question and emailing your answer to editor@gulfweekly.com. Where did Dim Sum originate? a) UK  b) Indonesia
c) China  d) India. Entries must be received by noon on Sunday. The first correct one opened will be emailed a coupon. Normal GulfWeekly contest rules apply. The Editor’s decision is final.

TASTY DISH: Colourful creations whet the appetite at the Business Lunch at the Wok Station in Seef
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PAINTERS from 
across the kingdom 
and children with 

special needs from the 
RIA Institute Bahrain 
created colourful 
canvases and murals 
at the Bahrain Financial 
Harbour’s Harbour Gate in 
a bid to spread awareness 
about autism through an 
inclusive and fun-filled art 
event.

The Art for Autism 
Awareness initiative was 
organised by institute 
volunteer and author Sarah 
Clarke, in association with 
the RIA centre in Adliya, as 
highlighted in last week’s 
GulfWeekly, with the aim of 
educating people about the 
challenging disorder.

It has also given children a 
chance to showcase their work 
as well as express themselves. 
Sarah, 53, managing director 
at DSC Solutions, which is 
working towards establishing 
a fully certified Educational 
Support Dog Programme in 
Bahrain, said: “Autism is a 
highly complex, life-long 
developmental disability 
that affects how a person 
communicates with, and 
relates to, other people and the 
world around them. 

“The unique thing about it 
is that, just as every child is 
different and has different 
abilities, so too are autistic 
children. Their way of 
communicating or interacting 
with the world varies in 
multiple ways, meaning their 
needs are different too.  

“The event has proven to be 
unbelievably amazing and it 
was astonishing that so many 
people turned out on the first 

day. Everyone was getting a 
paint brush and doing great 
work. You don’t need any 
talent to participate in this 
event. You just come along 
and have some fun.”

The five-day campaign, 
which will end tomorrow, 
boasted a giant graffiti wall 
created by the Dirty Hands 
Crew duo, Marylou Hebert, 25, 
and Arnaud Rothfuss, 32. 

The mural featured the face 

of Sarah’s rescue dog Baloo, 
the star of two books and 
who brings laughter and joy 
to autistic children at RIA, a 
registered nursery, working 
to both the Arabic and British 
nursery curriculums, fully 
integrated for children of all 
abilities and nationalities, 
and a learning centre offering 
rehabilitation for older children 
who, for whatever reason, do 
not fit into mainstream schools.

Other features in the 
artwork included the Bahrain 
Financial Harbour Towers and 
a giant ribbon symbolising 
the disorder. The wall also 
featured the word ‘inclusion’ 
with two hands holding pieces 
of a jigsaw puzzle which US 
ambassador to Bahrain, Justin 
Siberell and his wife Arnavaz, 
painted parts of along with 
Angus Campbell, BFH’s CEO, 
and Bahraini photographer, 

Colourful capers for a worthy cause
By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com
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From Page 1
“In our case, we are not 

just a hotel supplying rooms, 
we also have a big stretch of 
restaurants. Our competition 
in not just other hotels, it’s 
all the restaurants, those 
opened and opening in Adliya 
and across the island, that 
are offering customers great 
choices.

“Today, if we are not up 
to standard and don’t go the 
extra mile building on our 
legend, we will be out of the 
game, which is why we have 
so many things happening.”

That includes the renovation 
of the popular Sherlock 
Holmes and Al Waha outlets. 
As reported in GulfWeekly, 
the La Pergola Italian 
restaurant will be graced with 
the talents of multi-Michelin 
starred Italian chef, Giancarlo 

Perbellini, after a BD200,000-
plus transformation and a 
similar sum will be invested 
in rooftop restaurant Fusions 
set to reopen with an outdoor 
terrace under the guidance of 
the hotel’s young, talented 
Bahraini chef, Tala Bashmi.

Sherlock Holmes closed 
on Sunday for the start of 

its facelift which Fares said 
will create a more trendy 
and stylish outlet but still 
keep its ‘very British style’ 
that makes it so distinctive. 
Towards the end of the 
year Fusions will be fully 
remodelled too.  

And it’s the combination of 
new and old which the GM is 
convinced sets the Gulf Hotel 
apart from its rivals. 

He’s not the only one that 
feels like he’s ‘coming back 
home’ whenever he steps 
through the hotel entrance; 
large numbers of customers 
do too.

“Many remember coming 
along with their parents 

as children and they now 
regularly return with their 
own kids,” Fares explained. 
“They keep coming back 
because the Gulf Hotel is 
distinctive for its personalised 
service, our long-serving 
team know many by name, 
knowing who their father is, 
who their brother is. 

“Today, many hotels offer 
a good service, have a nice 
set up of restaurants but what 
makes a difference with Gulf 
Hotel is its people.” 

That’s why the 50th 
anniversary next year will 
be so special. Activities 
are planned to take place 
throughout 2019 and more 

details will be released shortly.
“We will be taking people 

on a journey through those 50 
years,” revealed Fares. “There 
will be a lot of amazing 
pictures on display for sure, as 
people love nostalgia. It’s not 
just the history of the hotel, 
this is part of the history of 
Bahrain. There will be a lot of 
storytelling and sharing.

“The changes in the 
country over the period are 
remarkable. Once upon a 
time the Gulf Hotel was 
surrounded by water and 
today you have Juffair just a 
short distance away.

“We have also hosted 
numerous celebrities over 
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BAHRAIN.OURS.YOURS.

BAHRAIN’S latest 
celebrity chef, 
Michelin-starred 

Chef Giancarlo Perbellini 
touched down in the 
kingdom as preparations 
were being put in place 
to transform one of the 
kingdom’s oldest Italian 
dining destinations into 
one of his international 
signature restaurants.

The Gulf Hotel Bahrain 
Convention Centre & Spa’s 
La Pergola will be rebranded 
as La Pergola by Perbellini 
following a redesign and 
extensive refurbishment. It is 
being carried out following 
high level talks and an 
agreement with the culinary 
master’s architect and likely 
to cost more than BD200,000.

Chef Giancarlo has already 
appointed two leading 
members of his existing 
team to work the kitchens in 
Bahrain, alongside another 
senior chef from Italy, and he 
will be alongside them for the 
opening in late summer.

“It’s very exciting times,” 
he told GulfWeekly in an 
exclusive interview. “The 
reason we are here is because 
we must look at the layout 
of the restaurant and the 
kitchen and speak about the 
Italian chefs we are bringing 
in. We need to decide on 

the timing for their arrival. 
We’re looking at the middle 
of July.”

He loves to define himself 
as an ‘artisan cook’. 

Xbe (pronounced Perbe) 
is Perbellini’s brand, his 
‘corporate’ logo and it is also 
the nickname that friends 
have always given him. It is 
on his uniforms at all official 
events, bringing his way of 
understanding cuisine and of 
doing business both within 
and outside the national 
boundaries.

He told GulfWeekly that the 
new design of La Pergola by 
Perbellini will be inspired 
by his outlet Al Capitan, a 
winning vibe that will also be 
mirrored at his new restaurant 
in Milan which opens at the 
end of March.

As well as celebrating the 
cuisine, restaurant reviewers 
have also highlighted its 
‘warm and welcoming 
ambience in the heart of 
Verona’.

He says the aim will be 
to create a similar buzz in 
Bahrain with a feel that 
encapsulates the desert sands 
alongside the waves and 
beauty of the Arabian Gulf.

Turn to Page 2

PERBE’S PERGOLA!
ALL SMILES: Chef Xbe 

at the restaurant which 
will soon bear his name

E XC LU S I V E

By STAN SZECOWKA
editor@gulfweekly.com

Massive investment in hotel restaurants as new GM prepares to party

PICTURE THIS: Visitors join in the painting initiative to raise awareness and reflect the complexity of Autism Spectrum Disorder

FLASHBACK: Old South Wing facing Muharraq, left, GulfWeekly’s 
coverage of La Pergola restaurant plans and, right, Fares helped 
his former colleagues in Saudi Arabia paint the staff canteen walls
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Haider Al Rafiey
“I was really happy to see so 

many people painting together 
on the wall, the puzzle pieces 
and also creating their own 
works of art. It was absolutely 
amazing,” said Marylou.

The puzzle piece symbol is 
said to reflect the complexity 
of Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD). Adults and children 
painted wooden jigsaw puzzle 
pieces that will make up a 

giant ribbon. Others painted 
pieces that were left bare on 
the wall.

Batul Mustafa, 18, sketched 
and painted a mandala, 
which is a spiritual symbol 
in Hinduism and Buddhism 
representing the universe, to 
the graffiti mural while others 
filled in the puzzle pieces.

Batul, from Budaiya, said: 
“I did not know what autism 
was before this event. I then 

researched it and wanted to 
be a part of it. Autistic people 
are very creative and it was 
great to paint with them. It 
was my pleasure to participate. 
It helped educate and spread 
awareness as well as helped 
me explore my creativity and 
even change my mind-set.”

Christine Gordon, co-
founder of RIA and mother of 
Othmaan Al Attar, 22, who 
was the inspiration behind the 

campaign, brought a group 
of students aged between 10 
and 22 from the institute to 
paint and enjoy the activities. 
Othmaan also captivated 
people with his large depiction 
of the towers.

She said: “Watching talented 
artist Othmaan was wonderful. 
Autistic children don’t want to 
be alone all the time. They do 
want to do things as a group 
and to be included. Inclusion is 
really important. Don’t judge 
and be happy!”

Societies such as American 
Women’s Association placed 
a stand at the event and other 
artists such as Carlo Rico, 52, 
the creative manager of Paint 
& Palette studio in Budaiya, 
shared his artistic knowledge 
and art work. 

Carlo, who painted an 
impression of the harbour’s 
horizon and cityscape, said: 
“It feels wonderful to be 
a part of this event. These 
children are very talented 
and they are amazing. This is 
great exposure for them and a 
good way for them to express 
themselves.”
l Small school groups 

(maximum 10) can still 
register to take part in the 
jigsaw and graffiti wall by 
calling RIA 17742871.  The 
event is held from 9.30am to 
11.30am.

Colourful capers for a worthy cause
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ART OF AWARENESS
A graffiti and street 

art duo from the 
Dirty Hands Crew 

has teamed up with 
author Sarah Clarke to 
raise awareness about 
autism throughout this 
month.

The Art for Autism 
Awareness initiative is 
being hosted at the Bahrain 
Financial Harbour’s Harbour 
Gate, in association with the 
RIA Institute Bahrain.

On Sunday a huge mural 
will be unveiled, alongside 
a wonderful wooden jigsaw 
puzzle, as well as numerous 
activities to entertain and 
educate people on the 
challenging disorder. 

“During this month, events 
are held the world over to 
raise awareness about the 
needs of autistic children 
and to bring about a more 
inclusive society which 
enables all children to 
thrive,” explained institute 
volunteer Sarah.

Sarah contacted the 
crew’s French graffiti artists 
Marylou Hebert, 25, and 
Arnaud Rothfuss, 32, to 
put their spray painting and 
brush stroke skills to the 
test to design and paint a 
five-metre-long and two-
metre-high graffiti wall to 
help launch the campaign for 

people to admire and also 
contribute to.

Graffiti started off as a 
criminal anti-establishment 
movement in the late 1960s 
and was once criticised as 
wanton vandalism. However, 
times have changed. It’s now 
become a popular art form 
and its message making is 
now being used to inspire 

and motivate in a centre 
of the ‘establishment’ and 
the workplace of financial 
hotshots.

Marylou, an independent 
realism and abstract artist 
who used to be an interior 
designer and decorative 
artist, said: “I think this 
initiative is amazing. Art 
is about expression and 
it allows people to do so 
through the use of colour and 
composition. What we may 

not be able to say in words 
we can say through painting 
and that is what graffiti and 
street art is about, stating a 
message.”

Marylou’s friend and fellow 
crew member, Mustafa 
Halwachi, 41, who designs 
furniture and is a calligrapher 
and artist, added: “Street art 
has cultural importance and 
through our Crew we wish 
to promote beauty through 
colours and different styles 

to inspire and showcase 
harmony. 

“Our aim is to make people 
smile through our art and 
street art is another form 
of dialogue between the 
artist and the public. People 
are finally beginning to 
appreciate this art form and 
see that it’s not vandalism 
but a way to transform public 
places into beautiful works 
of art.”

Turn to Page 2

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com
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EATING OUT: 
On track with 

circuit cuisine
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MARVELLOUS MURAL: Marylou by the graffiti wall

the years, from the world of 
politics, music and art – so 
people will enjoy looking 
back and others may even 
remember the moment.”

Attempts are being made 
to invite some of those big 
names still with us back 
to join in the celebrations, 
although the number still 
living is limited as well as 
some of the very first guests 
who stayed at the hotel.

Fares previously served the 
hotel as executive assistant 
manager, in charge of the 
food & beverage department, 
as well as health & recreation. 
In 2011 Fares, left to join the 
Sofitel Thalasssa Sea & Spa 

Bahrain, as hotel manager and 
since 2013 held the post of 
GM at the Sofitel Al Khobar 
the Corniche.

He didn’t leave Bahrain, 
commuting daily from his 
home in Saar where he lives 
with his wife, Rana, an IT 
regional sales manager, and 
their two children, Rhea, 14, 
and Karl, five.

Although Bahrain has 
been home for 12 years, 
the Canadian national’s 
home town is actually 
Montreal although he was 
born in Lebanon’s Beirut. 
His family comes from the 
Beqaa Valley’s Zahle area, 
coincidently sharing the name 

of Gulf Hotel’s Lebanese 
restaurant. 

Fares Yactine is a graduate 
of Les Roches International 
School of Hotel Management 
in Bluche – Switzerland and 
he has also worked with 
renowned hotel chains such 
as Metropolitan Hotel Beirut, 
Habtoor Grand Hotel Beirut 
and with IHG in Spain. 

“When you choose 
hospitality as a career it’s 
not only a job, it’s a lifestyle. 
It becomes part of you,” he 
explained. “So today, if you 
want to forge a career in this 
industry you have to be very 
accommodating, you need an 
out-going personality , you 

need to love people and give 
it all of your heart all of the 
time.

“It’s something that I 
really enjoy – I like to be 
surrounded by people, listen 
to people and serve people.”

Father, Souhel, 78, a 
university academic, mother, 
Rima, an agricultural 

engineer, and younger 
brother, Tarek, 40, a 
head of compliance, are 
supportive and proud of his 
achievements.

His management style is 
very much hands-on. An 
Internet search shows how 
he personally replied to a 
guest who commented on 
a holiday stay on an online 
travel review website and he 
was first up the ladder with a 
paint brush to leave his mark 
on one of his hotel’s staff 
canteens.

Gulf Hotels Group are 
delighted to get their man. 
CEO Garfield Jones said: 
“We considered a number of 
candidates for the position 
but Fares was always our first 
choice and we are delighted to 
welcome him back to the Gulf 
Hotel family.”

Massive investment in hotel restaurants as new GM prepares to party
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PICTURE THIS: Visitors join in the painting initiative to raise awareness and reflect the complexity of Autism Spectrum Disorder

FLASHBACK: Old South Wing facing Muharraq, left, GulfWeekly’s 
coverage of La Pergola restaurant plans and, right, Fares helped 
his former colleagues in Saudi Arabia paint the staff canteen walls



LUCKY shopper 
Naeema Moham-
mad has won a 
brand-new Porsche 
Cayman 2018 – the 
grand prize in the 
recent City Centre 
Bahrain Spring 
Fashion promotional 
campaign ‘Fashion 
For You’

Visitors to the mall 
who spent BD30 or 
more were entered 
into the draw.

A PRESS conference and 
panel discussion was staged 
to celebrate the launch of 
Bahir, a novel by Monisha K 
Gumber, organised by Cre-
aTree Services at Diva Hotel 
Juffair. 

Ms Gumber spoke about 
her journey as an author and 
also read out excerpts from 
the foreword of Bahir, which 
tells the latest tale of the trials 
and tribulations of a Pakistani 
teenager who was raised in 
the Middle East.

As reported in GulfWeekly, 
the author has won awards 
for the work and generated 
an online following number-
ing more than 100,000.

The launch was followed 
by a discussion featuring a 

panel of guest speakers. The 
topic was: ‘Why do women 
choose to be silent about 
domestic violence (physical/
mental)? Is it the same across 
cultures and different eco-
nomic sections?’

FASHION lovers 
from across the 
world along with 

top designers, models 
and other style moguls 
set their sights on 
Saudi Arabia as the 
conservative kingdom 
recently staged its first 
ever Arab Fashion Week.

The glamorous April event, 
which was organised by the 
Arab Fashion Council (AFC) 
and held at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Riyadh was headlined by 
Italian designer Roberto 
Cavalli and included 14 
fashion designers such as 
renowned Lebanese-Italian 
talent Tony Ward and brands 
from Kazakhstan, Egypt and 
the Gulf region.

Princess Noura bint Faisal 
Al-Saud, AFC’s honorary 
president, told reporters: 
“We have so many talented 
designers in this country and 
such a love for fashion. The 
idea is that they will be able to 
do this in their own country.

“Arab people care about 
wearing stylish clothes every 
day. We love to dress up, to 
show our sense of fashion, 

and that is really appealing for 
designers. 

“Many travel to Europe and 
the US to buy clothes. This 
was the ideal opportunity 
to introduce the region’s 
brightest fashion stars to the 
Saudi market and what we did 
was open doors to so many 
other things as well.

“It’s not just about women 
buying clothes. It’s about the 
knowledge that they can gain 
by being creative, challenging 
people to think ‘outside the 
box’ and bolstering creative 
industries across the board.”

The event kicked off with a 
dazzling opening ceremony 
with French couturier Jean-
Paul Gaultier and Russian 
designer Yulia Yanina making 
an appearance, with British 

luxury department store, 
Harvey Nichols, hosting a 
series of trunk shows.

There were numerous other 
shows and workshops as 
well and models taking to the 

runway in sequined gowns and 
loose fitted clothing.

According to one 
online statistic portal, our 
neighbouring kingdom has 
always been a lucrative market 

with revenues from the fashion 
segment set to reach $1.9 
million in 2018. A report by 
Thomson Reuters also showed 
that globally, Muslims have 
spent about $243 billion 

on clothing in 2015 while 
the revenues from ‘modest 
fashion’, particularly popular 
in the Middle East for cultural 
reasons and catching on across 
the globe, reached $44 billion.
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Saudi sets style scene
By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

FASHION

Prize Porsche

Novel moments
SOFITEL Bahrain Zallaq Thalassa 
Sea & Spa this week unveiled 
Rivaaj, its first-ever Indian res-
taurant. Indian ambassador 
Shri Alok Kumar Sinha and his 
wife, Mamta, attended Sunday’s 
launch along with VIPs, invited 
guests and members of the 
media. They were welcomed by 
Sofitel’s Mehdi Hanayan, director 
of operations, and Ali Chachar, 
marketing manager. Chef 
Javed Ali Qureshi and his team 
presented traditional cuisine 
as guests were entertained by 
dancers from Bollywood Steps.

Indian delights



HANDS up who 
thought last 
Thursday was 

going to be a national 
holiday in Bahrain? The 
rumour mill started early 
on Tuesday morning 
when an ‘announcement’ 
was made on a local 
website that Bahrain 
would be celebrating 
the festival of Isra’a Wal 
Miraj with a one day 
public holiday.  

The online grapevine was 
alight with gossip of the 
potential holiday and once 
WhatsApp started buzzing, it 
didn’t stop.

Throughout Tuesday 
night and into Wednesday 
morning, teachers, students 
and parents were discussing 
the ‘news’. When would 
the announcement come? 
Who would make the 
announcement? And, would 
it be extended to Sunday as 
well?  

There were some wise 
and sober doubters who 

revelled in their experience 
of Bahrain public holidays 
telling anyone who would 
listen that ‘we’ve never had 
it before so I can’t for the life 
of me imagine why we would 
be having it this year’ … but 
such negativity was ignored 
as the anticipation grew.

Wednesday morning turned 
into Wednesday afternoon 
and still no announcement of 
any kind had been made but 
WhatsApp kept buzzing and 
optimists kept their fingers 
crossed until Wednesday 
evening came and it became 
obvious that there wasn’t 
going to be an announcement 
and, in all honesty, there 
probably never was.

So Wednesday night 
mutterings turned into 
Thursday morning yawns 
as teachers and children 
prepared themselves for 
yet another day of school, 
however, across the kingdom 
it became apparent that, 
even though a holiday hadn’t 
been officially suggested, 

let alone sanctioned, it had 
been declared by WhatsApp 
so many parents allowed 
their children to stay at home 
anyway. 

In what looked like a form 
of rebellion against the false 
news that conned them, 
the same parents who had 
so hopefully checked their 
phone every minute for 
an official announcement 

that would have declared 
a national holiday in 
celebration of an important 
Islamic festival in the 
build-up to Ramadan, they 
just took the day off anyway 
without a second thought.

So this begs the question, 
what was all the fuss about?  

Why care if a national 
holiday was going to be 
announced if you were 

going to take the day off 
regardless? 

This level of tardiness and 
absenteeism seem to be a 
significant phenomenon 
in the kingdom and a 
phenomenon that is not 
challenged robustly enough.  

In many countries around 
the world, parents can be 
fined for taking holidays 
during term-time and systems 

of monitoring attendance are 
so watertight that alarm bells 
start ringing if students miss 
more than one day.

The impact of lateness and 
absenteeism are clear to see.  

Just being half-an-hour 
late for school twice a week 
adds up. One hour lost is 
multiplied to four hours by 
the end of the month and 12 
hours by the end of the term, 
which is roughly two whole 
school days.  

Allowing children to feel 
that it is OK to miss a day 
or two of school sends out a 
dangerous message.  

Parents who bring children 
up in an atmosphere where 
it is deemed acceptable to 
miss school on a whim are 
entirely accountable for their 
child’s attitude to school and 
learning in the future and, 
really, who can blame a child 
for lacking in interest when it 
comes to their studies if the 
most significant role model 
in their lives couldn’t care 
less either?
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Education       Matters
An educational insight and comment by head teacher Chris Fenton

LocalNews

BIG-HEARTED Bahrain 
Rugby Football Club 
members and volunteers 
braved the 6am Friday 
morning weather to embark 
on a 25km walk in a bid 
to raise funds to purchase 
rugby equipment and playing 
kits for school children 
in impoverished areas of 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

More than 30 supporters 
stepped out for the cause 
starting the journey from the 
former rugby club’s location 
in Muharraq to their current 
base in Janabiya. 

The intrepid walkers 
followed in the footsteps of 
past members that made the 
same trek back in 1979 to 
raise funds to help fund a 
rugby tour to the Hong Kong 
Sevens and Taiwan. 

Oragniser Jonty Crosse, 
who stepped out for both 
events, said: “As this is the 
first official BRFC Club tour 
in more than 20 years, it was 
felt that it would be only 
appropriate to do this in order 
to raise sponsorship for our 
trip. 

“As one of the few people 
still in the kingdom who 
made the walk, there are a 
few differences from 1979. 
First of all, there wasn’t 

any bottled water then and, 
secondly, the route didn’t 
cross any major highways as 
they didn’t exist! The route 
then from Muharraq took 
us over the first causeway 
bridge, through Manama and 
then onto Jidhafs and along 
the whole Budaiya Road. 

There was no Seef area and 
there were no highways either 
as even the Causeway didn’t 
open until 1986.”

Although funds have not 
been fully gathered, it is likely 
that around BD2,000 has 
been raised by last weekend’s 
efforts. Jonty said the walkers 
had help from some great 
volunteers and wanted to say 
a particular ‘thank you’ to 

Amy Bowzaylo and the team 
from InTouch Clinic who 
provided much-needed blister 
and rehydration relief.

Mike Cunningham, BRFC 
chairman, said: “Our Golden 
Oldies have paved the way 
for the last two years with 
this initiative to supply 
much-needed kits to the kids 
in Colombo. This year, as 
BRFC, we have almost 60 

tourists going and with more 
than 125,000 registered rugby 
players in Sri Lanka, every 
little bit helps.

“We were delighted with 
both the response for the 
walk and the range of ages 
and fitness of those who 
participated. It wasn’t a race, 
so there were no prizes won 
for those who ran and those 
who limped, but suffice to say 

a swim later on in the club 
pool was very welcome!”

The tour will leave on April 
26 with newly-purchased kits 
and return to the island on 
May 1. The group is planning 
to play two rugby games - one 
involving some of the 1st and 
2nd team players against the 
Sri Lankan Police followed 
by a Golden Oldie Vet game 
against regular opponents, 
The Puffins.  

“Remember, our Firsts beat 
the Number One team in Sri 
Lanka, Kandy, last September 
so there is more than a bit of 
interest in our visit,” added 
Mike.

During their last visit, 
BRFC and its members 
provided rugby equipment 
and training sessions for 
some of the disadvantaged 
schools in Colombo and 
surrounding areas and visited 
an orphanage. Some of the 
schools have gone on to win 
in their age groups in Sri 
Lankan divisions. 
l Any readers with rugby, 

sports equipment or clothing 
that their children may have 
grown out of can donate it to 
the cause and drop items off 
at the club’s reception. For 
further information, call Jonty 
on 39627026.

Muharraq marathon Part II

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

STEPPING OUT: The rugby club walkers on the road back to Jananbiya, inset, Jonty recovers and, right, flashback to 1979



RAPID, ridiculous, Rampage. 
It seems Dwayne Johnson 
can do no wrong as of 

late, with yet another wild romp 
featuring something even bigger 
than his muscles.

Actually, it’s three somethings. A 
super-sized gorilla, a wolf that may or 
may not have the ability to fly, and a 
ravenous mutant crocodile. Hooked yet?

Primatologist Davis Okoye (played 
by Johnson) shares a close bond with 
George, an extraordinarily-intelligent 
gorilla who has been in his care since 
birth. Suddenly, a rogue genetic 
experiment gone awry transforms 
this gentle ape, and two other alpha 
predators, into raging monsters.

Okoye must team up with a discredited 
genetic engineer (Naomie Harris) to 
secure an antidote in order to halt global 
catastrophe and save this fearsome 
creature that was once his friend.

Rampage is like a big bag of ready-
salted potato crisps. It has next to no 
real nutritional value, it’s a comforting 
favourite, and you know that once you 
dig in, there’s no going back. This is the 
perfect kind of film to sit back, switch 
your brain off to, and shovel handfuls 
of popcorn or nachos into your mouth 
while you watch. 

It’s big, monster-smashing fun, and 
it’s carried through by The Rock’s 
unique big guy, big heart charm … 
although, the loveable and funny 
George gives him a run for his money in 
that department.

Johnson is always a delight in his 
roles, bringing both seriousness and 
levity. He’s so aware of his own raw 
strength and size that it’s refreshing to 

see him portray someone intelligent and 
sensitive, especially as his preferred 
company is animals and not humans.

He has fantastic chemistry with Jeffrey 
Dean Morgan, who plays Agent Russell, 
a self-proclaimed cowboy working for 
‘the people’. These are both men who 
have seen some of the worst the world 
has to offer, and they understand that 
sometimes it takes you bending the rules 
to fix a problem.

Naomie Harris is wonderful as 
Dr Kate Caldwell. She is brilliant, 
hardened by her past, and she sees 
right through the blind male bravado 
that makes her two male compadres 

butt heads on occasion. 
The three of them are troublemakers, 

bonded by their mutual respect for each 
other and apparently by a love of big 
explosions and loud gunfire. 

If you don’t like exploding helicopters 
or buildings, this is not the movie for 
you, but I highly recommend you check 
it out anyway. All of the action and 
story has a bit of a B movie vibe to 
it, which makes it unapologetic in its 
ridiculousness. Every time you think 
you’ve seen something huge, or seen 
someone survive impossible odds, 
you’re proven wrong within about 10 
minutes.

Malin Akerman makes an appearance 
as the sinister Claire Wyden, the money 
behind the research that transforms the 
animals into giant and ferocious beasts. 
She does a decent job of being the ice-
cold villain, but the problem is she’s 
in a movie with class acts Johnson, 
Morgan, and Harris, any one of which 
could probably carry Rampage on their 
shoulders alone. 

This is a big movie, in more ways than 
one. No one’s going to be nominating 
it for an Oscar anytime soon, but you 
know what, who cares? It’s really good 
entertainment, it’s funny, and it doesn’t 
ask its audience to do any work on its 
behalf. 

Besides, it’s Dwayne Johnson. There 
can’t be anyone alive who doesn’t think 
this man is awesome.
l Now showing in: Cineco, Seef II, 

Dana Cinemas, Wadi Al Sail, Mukta 
A2, Al Jazeera
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Movie-loving Anna Romanska checks out the big screen releases on show in a cinema near you

Awesome action

STARRING: Dwayne Johnson, 
Jeffrey Dean Morgan, Naomie 
Harris

DIRECTOR: Brad Peyton

GENRE:  Action, Adventure, Sci-Fi

RATING: PG-13

RUNTIME: 107 Mins

RAMPAGE

April 18 - 24, 2018

Current 
Position Title

Weekend 
Takings

Gross  
to date

 1 Rampage  $35M $35M

2 A Quiet Place $33M $100M 

3 Truth or Dare $19M $19M 

4 Ready Player One $11M $115M 

5 Blockers $10M $37M 

6 Black Panther $5M $674M 

7 Isle of Dogs $5M $19M 

8 I Can Only Imagine $4M $75M

9 Acrimony $4M $38M 

10 Chappaquiddick $3M $11M

  imdb movie charts

Bite-sized trailer
Pyewacket    

DIRECTOR: Adam MacDonald

CAST:  Nicole Muñoz, Laurie 
Holden, Chloe Rose  

PLOT:  Teenage Leah (Nicole 
Muñoz) finds solace from the 
recent death of her father - and 
from her strained relationship with 
her mother (Laurie Holden) - by 
dabbling in the dark arts. It all 
seems like harmless fun at first, 
until a blow out argument leads Leah to do the unthinkable: 
put a death curse on her mother. No sooner has the girl 
performed the ritual than she regrets it. But it may be too 
late, as an evil presence known as Pyewacket begins to 
make itself known - and threatens to destroy both, mother 
and daughter.  

SHOWING IN:  City Centre, Juffair, Seef II, Saar, Dana, 
Wadi Al Sail, Seef Muharraq

1 popcorn – stay home 
5 popcorns – start queuing

ANNA’S VERDICT

Submergence  

DIRECTOR: Wim Wenders

CAST:  Alicia Vikander, James 
McAvoy, Alexander Siddig  

PLOT: In a room with no windows 
on the eastern coast of Africa, 
a Scotsman, James More, is 
held captive by jihadist fighters. 
Thousands of miles away in the 
Greenland Sea, Danielle Flinders 
prepares to dive in a submersible to 
the ocean floor. In their confines they are drawn back to the 
Christmas of the previous year, where a chance encounter 
on a beach in France led to an intense and enduring 
romance.  

SHOWING IN:  City Centre, The Avenues, Seef II, Dana, 
Seef Muharraq

Beast of Burden  

DIRECTOR: Jesper Ganslandt

CAST:  Daniel Radcliffe, Grace 
Gummer, Pablo Schreiber  

PLOT:  Sean Haggerty only has an 
hour to deliver his illegal cargo. An 
hour to reassure a drug cartel, a 
hitman, and the DEA that nothing 
is wrong. An hour to make sure his 
wife survives. And he must do it all 
from the cockpit of his Cessna.  

SHOWING IN:  Seef II, Dana, Seef Muharraq
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WIN COFFEE-FOR-TWO at crust & crema by answering this quiz question and emailing your answer to editor@gulfweekly.com
Coffee is the second largest traded commodity in the world after ______.  a) rice  b) oil  c) wheat
Entries must be received by noon on Sunday. The first correct one opened will be emailed a coupon. Normal GulfWeekly contest rules 
apply. The Editor’s decision is final.

Quiz winner: Piyush Ostwa won a 
cup of coffee by correctly answering 
that coffee beans have to undergo
d) all of the mentioned tests.

www.planetdonut.me
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crust & crema
cerebrally

TimeOut

DOWN
1. Afflicted (8)
2. Couch (5)
4. Considerable (6)
5. Wastefulness (12)
6. Mug (7)
7. Opulent (4)
8. In confidence (5,4,3)
12. Surmised (8)
14. Bishop (7)
16. Scattered (6)
18. Dodge (5)
19. Pull (4)

crossword break

darn tough sudoku So you think you’re good enough at Sudoku to crack this baby?  Remember, we were the first in 
the Gulf to bring you this bit of Japanese mayhem...so we don’t kid around

who, what,  
where, when

6 5
7 3 2
8

1

9 4

3 4
1 8 9
6

7

2 5

9 2
6 4 5
3

8

1 7
5 7

2 1 6
9

3

4 8

1 2
5 4 8
3

9

7 6

8 6
9 7 3
5

4

2 1
7 9

5 2 3
4

6

8 1

5 1
8 9 7
2

4

6 3

3 8
1 6 4
7

2

5 9

6 2
5 9 4
3

7

8 1

1 5
2 3 8
6

4

7 9

9 3
6 7 1
2

8

4 5
1 3

4 7 6
2

9

5 8

4 2
8 9 3
1

5

6 7

8 6
5 1 2
9

7

3 4
2 7

6 3 5
8

1

4 9

5 4
7 8 1
3

9

2 6

6 8
4 2 9
1

3

5 7

9 2
6 7 5
3

8

1 4

6 1
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5
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9 8

3 5
8 1 9
7

4

2 6
2 1

7 5 6
9

4

8 3

7 3
2 8 9
1

6

4 5

5 8
1 4 3
2

9

6 7
3 8

1 4 7
2

5

6 9

2 4
8 5 6
3

9

1 7

7 1
3 9 2
5

6

8 4

2
9

1
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3
4

8
8

1
6

2
8 6

7
3

8

7

3
4

6

9

3 7

6
5

2

Darn Tough SudokuLast week’s sudoku

darn tough sudoku

Su
do

ku

     Solutions in next week’s issue.

Su
do

ku

CROSSWORD BREAK:

Across: 6 Benefit; 7 
Buxom; 9 Cloak; 10 
Fluency; 12 Pessimistic; 14 
Picturesque; 18 Disrobe; 
19 Crypt; 21 Poise; 22 
Sublime.

Down: 1 Reply; 2 Regale; 
3 Fix; 4 Duress; 5 Conceit; 
8 Glimpse; 11 Ascribe; 
13 Liaison; 15 Thrash; 16 
Unruly; 17 Spume; 20 Hug.

JUST SO:

The thin end of the wedge, 
Odds and ends, An inside 
job, Fail to see the point.
WHO, WHAT, WHERE, 
WHEN: 

Woody Guthrie; Houghton; 
Salzburg; 1995; John Ban-
ville; Razzle; Austria; 1906.

WHO ... released the singles War Canoe and Jake 
the Peg?

WHAT ... 1995 studio album features the song 
Fake Plastic Trees?
WHERE ... was the 2005 Royal Ascot meeting held?
WHEN ... did the artist Georges Braque die?
WHO ... is the central character in John Osborne’s 
play The Entertainer?
WHAT ... office-based sitcom starred Bernard 
Hepton as Mr. Fletcher?
WHERE ... in Europe are Temple Bar and St. 
Stephen’s Green?
WHEN ... was the album Abbey Road by the 
Beatles released?

Last Week’s 
Leisure Solutions

just so

3
9 4
8 1

9 7

7 9
6 1

9
5
2

5

7

8
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1
6
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7 2
5 6

9
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2
1 5

3 4

4 7

9

3
2

8

1
3

6

8

1
8

5

9
3

1

2

6
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8
8

7
3 6

2
6
5

9
1 2 7

ACROSS
1. Team (4)
3. Wood fragment (8)
9. Income (7)
10. Alarm (5)
11. Conformist (12)
13. Use (6)
15. Impede (6)
17. In spite of (12)
20. Arrive at (5)
21. Cry out (7)
22. Salutation (8)
23. Caught (4)
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FACTS AT A GLANCE
Location: Janabiyah
Rental price: BD1,200 
inclusive

Bedrooms: 3 
Living rooms: 2
Bathrooms: 2
Additional information: Shaded 

parking for two cars. Each villa has a 
private swimming pool.
For further information on this and other 
homes call Star Real Estate’s Kathryn 
on 39722131. 

Elegent new villas unveiled
TWO spacious villas 

are available for 
rent in a newly-

constructed compound in 
Janabiyah located close 
to popular expat retreats, 
the Bahrain Rugby Football 
Club and the Dilmun Club.

Eight elegantly-constructed 
three-bedroom family homes 
have been built on the secure site 
each boasting private swimming 
pools and tiled back yards.

The three-storey properties 
include a study on the ground 
floor along with two grand living 
rooms and a dining area, a guest 
closet with a vanity room and an 
open plan kitchen. 

Sliding doors from the living 
room lead out to the swimming 
pool and back yard.

There is also an outside kitchen 

for heavy duty cooking and a 
shower room by the private pool.

There are three bedrooms, 
including a master bedroom, 
on the first floor. The master 
bedroom features a large 
balcony and a walk-in-closet. 

One of the guest rooms also 
has a balcony that overlooks 
the pool and there is a family 
bathroom.

The maid’s quarters are located 
on the second floor. There is a 
kitchen and the laundry room 
with washing machine and a 
dryer.

There is shaded parking for 
two cars.  

Residents are able to also use 
the facilities in the compound 
next door which has a tennis 
court and a communal 
swimming pool.
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MERCEDES-BENZ 
brought its 
Mobile Service 

Truck to Bahrain for the 
first time and proved to 
be the purr-fect hosts in 
more ways than one by 
averting a CAT-astrophe.

The truck has the 
capability of carrying out 
diagnostic observations, 
such as functional and 
visual checks, as well as 
providing customers with a 
detailed report of a vehicle’s 
condition. 

Part of an International 
Service Roadshow, 
originating in Germany, the 
truck was initially displayed 
at the Mercedes-Benz stand 
at the Bahrain International 
Circuit during the Formula 1 
weekend, with its door signed 
by drivers Lewis Hamilton 
and Valtteri Bottas. 

It was then taken to Seef 
Mall, where it was fully-
functional for five days and 
more than 225 cars received a 
special check-up.

However, its crew had one 
major issue to solve after one 
customer arrived worried 
abou the tone of his engine. 
After a careful operation 
involving raising the car on 
hydraulics, the crew managed 
to safely extract a ginger 
kitten trapped underneath a 
cover next to the hot exhaust.

Imran Ali, the marketing 
manager of Al Haddad 
Motors, the German marque’s 
dealer in Bahrain, was hugely 
relieved at the tiny animal’s 
safe extraction. He said: “It 
was crazy because it was so 
unexpected! We’re all animal 
lovers here so we had to do 
something.”

The car, carrying Saudi 
registration, was parked 

in the mall’s car park and 
shoppers passing by heard the 
miserable moggy’s wailing 
crying but couldn’t find it.

“Luckily, we were so close 
and the owner immediately 
brought the car over to us. 
Our team carefully opened 
the cover where the noise was 
coming from and extracted 
the kitten. We’ve no idea how 
it got in there considering it 
was trapped and couldn’t get 
out, but we’re just relieved 
it appeared to be completely 
unharmed.

“What’s even better news 
is that one of the onlookers 
took the kitten home and she 
is caring for it, so the poor 
thing has gone from having 
one dark, dangerous home to 
a big, loving one!”

The roadshow itself was a 

rousing success, with almost 
a constant trail of Mercedes 
owners having their vehicles 
checked, whereby a team of 
technicians ran both manual 
and digital diagnostics.

It was also accompanied by 
other facilities such as lounge 

tents, a waiting area and a car 
display. Particularly popular 
was a virtual reality car 
simulator, whereby the user 
was projected into a Mercedes 
car undertaking a variety of 
manoeuvrability tests while 
the seat moved with the twists 

and turns of the car. 
The event had a family 

atmosphere too, with free 
popcorn provided for children 
and a stage where families 
could dance and enjoy music 
while they waited for their 
vehicle’s turn on the jacks. 

Imran explained: “We’ve 
had an amazing response, 
beyond anything we could 
have expected. We had people 
lining up who couldn’t wait to 
have their beloved cars seen 
to, not just from Bahrain but 
Saudi, UAE and Kuwait too. 

“Our technicians and 
marketing people networked 
very well, and our goal is to 
create a permanent mobile 
service station in Bahrain. 
This was just a test, but it’s 
been so successful we have 
to pursue it. A majority of the 
visitors have already booked 
into our service centre to have 
maintenance work carried 
out after problems were 
discovered.” 

Purring along nicely!

MOTORING
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

MOTORCITY recently launched the 2018 Maxus T60 
pickup, the latest and most high-tech pickup in the marque’s 
range of commercial vehicles.

Chairman Waleed E Kanoo unveiled the vehicle at an 
event held at the Gulf Hotel, along with Senior GM Dr 
Bijan Majidi and assistant general manager, Arun Kumaar. 

The T60 pickup, also popular for personal use, is powered 
by a 2.4LT engine delivering 136 HP and peak torque of 
360 Nm, and comes with six airbags.

IN COLLABORATION with Bahrain International Circuit, 
Euro Motors, displayed a number of Jaguar and Land Rover 
models at the recent Gulf Air Bahrain Grand Prix 2018.

The vehicles on display were the compact Jaguar E-PACE 
and aerodynamic F-TYPE, along with the Range Rover 
Evoque and the Range Rover Velar. During the weekend 
guests were given information about the vehicles and offered 
the opportunity to book test drives. Visitors were also 
presented with a wide range of complimentary branded goods. 

THE INFINITI QX30, the marque’s new ‘intelligent and 
sporty’ crossover was unveiled by YK Almoayyed & Sons 
at The Avenues - Bahrain shopping mall last Wednesday 
evening. Priced BD17,495, the car has a 2.0L turbo engine, 
intelligent all-wheel drive and boasts traffic sign recognition 
and blind spot warning amongst its features.

STOPPING OFF: Visitors visit the mobile service truck and, right, the virtual reality car simulator and, below, kitty rescue mission
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For further details on these vacancies or for more information on our services 
please contact us on +973 17565363 or email a Word format CV to

one of our experienced consultants at  jobs@gulfconnexions.com 
For more jobs kindly refer to our website:  www.gulfconnexions.com  

A great opportunity to be part of a well reputed Bank in Bahrain working 
directly with the General Counsel and advising on matters relating to 
general banking, corporate, commercial and financing and acting as board 
secretary for the Bank.   

Responsibilities:
• Providing legal advice and transactional guidance to the corporate 

department, branches, credit/risk department, compliance department, etc.
• Advising the bank on a wide-range of matters including debt-facilities and 

their related documentation, facility letters, loan agreements, LCs, LGs and 
structured products.

• Preparing and reviewing legal documents relating to the Bank’s day-to-day 
operations, business and products Arabic and English.

• Drafting and reviewing contracts and correspondences internally. 
• Identifying and proactively resolving policy, procedural and other legal and 

reputational issues in coordination with outside counsel, auditors, banking 
teams and internal committees.

Requirements:
• 5-8 years of experience preferably with a well reputed Bank or with a 

law firm as in-house counsel in Bahrain. 
• Degree in Law, ideally with an LLM qualification.
• Strong Arabic and English drafting skills.
• Priority will be given to Bahraini Nationals.

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

Assistant Manager - Legal, Bahrain

Please send Word CVs and cover letters to 
mariam.ad@gulfconnexions.com

AL AREEN  
5 bedroom villa, Built-up area 760 sq.m

Price BD 1,350/-  Ref: VI262

LAGOON - RIFFA VIEWS: 
5 bedroom villa Built-up area 472 sq.m Price 

BD 1,700/- Ref: VI478

ZAWIA 2 - AMWAJ:  
2 bedroom apartment, Built-up area 139 sq.m 

Price BD 750/-  Ref: AP473

ZAWIA 3 - AMWAJ: 
1 bedroom apartment, Built-up area 111 sq.m, 

Price BD 500/-, Ref. AP469

HIDD
2 bedroom apartment, Built-up area 100 sq.m

Price: BD 300/- Ref. AP463

THE GRAND - SEEF: 
1 bedroom  apartment, Built-up area 94 sq.m, 

Price BD 750/-, Ref. AP467

For more information contact: T: +973 1729 8210  
E: admin@starrealestate.bh

PROPERTY FOR RENT PROPERTY 
FOR SALE

TALA ISLAND - 
AMWAJ:

2 bedroom apartment
Built-up area 120 sq.m

Price BD 95,000/-
Ref. AP488

DURRAT AL-
BAHRAIN:
4 bedroom villa

Built-up area 400 sq.m
Plot area 750 sq.m
Price BD 398,000/-

Ref. VI484

MEENA 7 - 
AMWAJ:

2 bedroom apartment
Built-up area 117 sq.m

Price BD 85,000/-
Ref. AP517

 CANADA 
Express entry, PNP, 
immigration with job 
opportunities, free 

assessment.  
Send us CV on  

info@margholding.com  
Tel. 17001882, 35030997

VERMINEX 
Pest Control 

Professionals in Bahrain 
for 35 years- the safest, 
government approved 

products used. 
Tel. 17280188 

www.verminexbahrain.com

REMOVAL SERVICES: 
Household, office 

furniture packing, moving 
& general cleaning. 

Karam Alkhair.  
Tel: 17281007, 39591626

SERVICES

ALLIED 
PICKFORDS 

for your move. Professional 
Packing/ Shipping of 

household effects/ vehicles 
by sea/ air worldwide. 
Special groupage rates 

to the UK. Airconditioned 
storage facility. Contact us 

today for a survey  
and good advice. 

Tel. 17735355 / 17731752, 

email: info@
alliedpickfords.com.bh

CARGO

SITUATIONS 
VACANT

Mario wins by a stretch
MARIO Carangan 

Jr won the 
distinctive 

Studio-RCT Golf 
Challenge trophy with 
45 Stableford points in 
a competition returning 
to the Awali Golf Club 
calendar after a hiatus of 
two years and attracting 
more than 90 players.

Friday witnessed something 
not seen at the desert club 
before - the opportunity for 
spinal stretching as part of a 
player’s pre-play warm-up 
routine.

Studio-RCT’s founder and 
director, Roberta Trzebinski, 
had provided a body-flying 
installation adjacent to the 
clubhouse, suspended from 
a branch of the tree that 
had been planted in 1952 
specifically for the purpose. 

Three players were 
game to give it a go. They 
subsequently tried to cajole 
others as well, but this was 
fruitless, the typical retort 
being along the lines of: ‘I 
think not, I would not want 
to break the tree’. 

Following play, Roberta 

providing a demonstration 
of how body-flying should 
be done, elegantly stretching 
and swirling in rhythm to 
classical music, and followed 
it up by presenting the prizes 
with captain Paul Anderson.

One of the side prizes was 
allocated for ‘nearest-the-pin 
in two’ on the par-4 376-

yard Hole 17, known as ‘The 
Moat’. 

Phil Sadler won the prize 
by going one better: on the 
green and in the hole for 
an eagle two. Those that 
followed him thus had the 
strange sight of the cup 
containing both a short and a 
tall pole. 

Full results: 1st: Mario 
Carangan Jr (45 points), 
2nd: Rashid Al Kaabi (41), 
3rd: Clive Bailey (40), 
4th: Salem Khalifa (40), 
5th: Yong Back Kim (39), 
Essa Al Qutami losing on 
countback. Outside of the 
main prizes: Best ladies: 18 
holes: Sarah Hobday (36), 

front 9: Liz Kaila (21), back 
9: Susan Scott (20). Best 
gents: front 9: Mohammed 
Salmeen (23), back 9: 
Nathan Sundaresan (22).
This coming Friday sees 
a final chance of glory in 
a medal competition - the 
Consolation Cup & Cup-
Winner’s Cup. 

MIKE Brightmore won the 
recent Al Dana Memorial 
Trophy at the Royal Golf 
Club with a Nett 72 on 
countback from Dave 
Fernie, Sam Hobday and 
Gordon Bennie.

Hobday won the best 
gross with a Gross 67 
and James Lanceley Snr, 
Ben Elsworth and Bryan 
Webster won the Nearest 
the Pin challenges.

The competition was 
organised by The Royalists 
golfing society and BD100 
was raised for the upkeep 
of a memorial headstone 
in honour of the 58 people 
who died in 2006 when a 
cruise boat capsized off the 
coast of Manama.

TROPHY TIME: Rob Lane, 
vice-president of The 
Royalists with Brightmore

PRIZE TIME: Scott, Trzebinski, Carangan Jr and Anderson, right, body-flying the correct way and one hole two poles

Players will 
not forget
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MotorSport
Bahrain International Circuit – the home of motorsport in the Middle East

Ricciardo’s gamble pays off
DANIEL Ricciardo 

made a string of 
thrilling overtaking 

moves to snatch a 
surprise Chinese 
Grand Prix victory on 
Sunday after a safety car 
strategy gamble by his 
Red Bull team paid off 
handsomely.

The Australian, who started 
sixth after almost missing 
qualifying, made the most 
of fresher tyres to finish 8.8 
seconds ahead of Valtteri 
Bottas in a Mercedes.

“I don’t seem to win boring 
races,” he said beaming on 
the podium. “They are all 
pretty fun … but that was 
unexpected.”

Kimi Raikkonen took third 
place for Ferrari but title 
contenders Lewis Hamilton 
and Sebastian Vettel both 
endured trying afternoons, the 
four times world champions 
ending up fourth and eighth 
respectively.

“I was in no-man’s land 
today,” said Hamilton. “I had 
no pace.”

Vettel, who won the first two 
races of the season for Ferrari, 
saw his lead over Hamilton 
slashed from 17 points to nine.

The German’s race 
unravelled spectacularly, a 
collision with Red Bull’s 
Max Verstappen dropping 
him down the order, after the 
pre-race favourite had initially 
made a good start from pole 
and held the early lead.

Verstappen had a 10 seconds 
penalty applied post-race for 
causing the collision, dropping 
the Dutch youngster from 
fourth to fifth.

Vettel was also passed by the 
McLaren of Fernando Alonso 
two laps from the end.

Ricciardo’s mechanics had 

performed a minor miracle to 
change a blown engine after 
practice on Saturday, getting 
him out just in time during the 
first phase of qualifying.

He explained: “Putting 
ourselves 24 hours ago, I 
thought we might be starting at 
the back of the grid. Today is 
the real reward for that work.”

Sunday’s win was 
Ricciardo’s first since a 

chaotic Azerbaijan Grand 
Prix last June and it also 
broke Mercedes’ Shanghai 
stranglehold, with the 
champions having won the last 
six races there.

Mercedes are yet to win 
this year, the first time since 
the turbo hybrid-era started 
in 2014 that they have been 
beaten for three races in a row.

Ricciardo and Verstappen 
were not early contenders but 
the deployment of the safety 
car on the 32nd of 56 laps, 

after the Toro Rosso pair 
Pierre Gasly and Brendon 
Hartley collided and left debris 
on track, swung the race Red 
Bull’s way.

Bottas was in the lead at that 
stage ahead of Vettel, having 
overhauled the German during 
the pit stops, while Verstappen 
was fourth and Ricciardo 
sixth.

Red Bull pulled both their 
cars into the pits, ‘double-
stacking’ them and bolting a 
set of fresh soft tyres on each.

The advantage of fresh 
tyres allowed Verstappen and 
Ricciardo to scythe through 
the field.

“The safety car was so 
unlucky for us,” exclaimed 
Bottas over the radio.

Verstappen botched his 
chances of victory, and a 
possible one-two for Red 
Bull, with scrappy attempts 
to overtake the main title 
contenders. The Dutchman ran 
wide and dropped back behind 
Ricciardo when trying to pass 

Hamilton and later spun his 
Red Bull and Vettel’s Ferrari 
while attempting to pass the 
German for third, an error he 
owned up to afterwards.

Renault’s Nico Hulkenberg 
finished sixth for Renault, 
ahead of Alonso whose 
aggressive overtaking move 
on Vettel was ‘noted’ by 
stewards. Spaniard Carlos 
Sainz was ninth for Renault 
with Kevin Magnussen 
rounding out the top 10 for 
Haas.

F1 RACE REPORT
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

ON TRACK: Ricciardo corsses the line, 
below, from left, Ferrari driver Vettel 

leads the field at the start of the Chinese 
Formula One Grand Prix, Vettel spins 

after clashing with Verstappen and Ric-
ciardo celebrates his win
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YOUTH FOOTBALL 

THE Youth Development League has moved into its 
13th week. The results so far, with winning teams in 
bold (goals scored not used in placing, three points for 
a win, one for a draw).
U8 RESULTS
TFA v Juventus 
Winners v Champions (draw)

U10 RESULTS
TFA v Juventus  

U12 RESULTS
Tekkers v Spire
Winners v Sparta 

U14 RESULTS
Juventus v FUTMission

POS TEAM P W D L PTS

1 Tekkers 8 8 0 0 24

2 Juventus 8 6 0 2 18

3 TFA 8 3 1 4 10

4 Winners 8 1 1 6 4

5 Champions 8 0 2 6 2

POS TEAM P W D L PTS

1 Tekkers 10 9 1 0 28

2 Al Najma 9 8 0 1 24

3 Juventus 11 6 1 4 19

4 Winners 11 6 1 4 19

5 Champions 9 3 1 5 10

6 Track 10 2 0 8 6

7 TFA 12 0 0 12 0

POS TEAM P W D L PTS

1 Tekkers 10 9 1 0 28

2 Juventus 9 6 1 2 19

3 Winners 11 5 1 5 16

4 Champions 8 4 1 3 13

5 Spire 10 4 1 5 13

6 Sparta 9 2 1 6 7

7 Bahrain Rugby Club 9 0 0 9 0

POS TEAM P W D L PTS

1 Juventus 11 10 1 0 31

2 Tekkers 10 9 1 0 28

3 Winners 8 3 0 5 9

4 Champions 9 2 2 5 8

5 FUTMission 8 2 1 5 7

6 Spire 10 2 0 8 3

7 Black Castle 6 0 1 5 1

We’re up for the cup
SportNews

From Page 24
The national team will be 

playing in Group B against 
Spain, Morocco and Iran. 
Jalal started supporting 
Portugal because of his 
admiration for talisman 
Ronaldo who remains 
tormented by his team’s early 
exit from the FIFA World 
Cup Finals in Brazil at the 
group stage. 

This summer’s contest, with 
32 nations vying for glory, 
kicks off in Russia with the 
hosts playing Saudi Arabia. 

Jalal wishes Bahrain’s 
neighbours the best of luck 
as does Eman Al Madani, 
45, and her husband Isa 
Alawadhi, 50, who works at 
Al Areen Wild Life Park, as 
they too will be flying out 
to Russia to watch a game 
thanks to her shopping skills.

Eman also won two 
tournament tickets too 
after participating in a 
draw conducted by Majid 
Al Futtaim, owners of 
City Centre Bahrain. The 
shopping destination 
partnered with Visa, to offer 
14 lucky fans around the 
region the lucky chance to 
watch the football action 
live.

The FIFA package includes 
flights and accommodation in 
Russia for four nights, with 
tickets to attend group stage 
matches. 

Eman, who lives in Sanad 
with her children, Salman,17, 

Ahmed, 15 and Noora, 10,  
students of Creativity Private 
School, will be flying out 
with Isa from June 23 to June 
27. She said: “I was shocked 
and so happy. All that 
shopping with my VISA card 

worked I guess! Although 
my husband and I are not 
major football fans, this is a 
wonderful chance for both of 
us to experience something 
out-of-this-world that many 
can only dream about.

 “We are both looking 
forward to going and 
although we will not be 
watching Saudi Arabia play 
the opener, we pray they 
win and hope to watch them 
while we are there.”

From Page 24
To prove the point, 24-

hours later Roma pulled off 
one of the great Champions 
League comebacks by 
knocking Barcelona out with 
a remarkable 3-0 win in their 
quarter-final second leg, 
overcoming a 4-1 deficit from 
the first leg to reach the semi-
finals on away goals.

And Juventus came close 
to defying the odds too. 
They beat Real Madrid 3-1 
only to be eliminated 4-3 on 
aggregate in the quarter-final 
after English referee Michael 
Oliver awarded the Spaniards 
a hotly-contested 97th-minute 
penalty.

The club’s protesting 
goalkeeping legend Gianluigi 
Buffon was given his 
first ever red card in 117 
Champions League games. 
It was another blow for the 
charismatic former World 
Cup winner, who was reduced 
to tears after Italy dramatically 
failed to qualify for the global 
showpiece in playoffs in 
November.

His former coach would 
have known exactly how he 
felt.

Lippi remains as one of the 
greatest and most successful 
managers in football history 
and pundits suggest Juventus 
produced their slickest 
football under his control as 
he steered them to incredible 
success at home and in 
Europe.

In fact, throughout his career 
as a coach he won one World 
Cup title, five Serie A titles, 
three Chinese Super League 
titles, one Coppa Italia, one 
Chinese FA Cup, four Italian 
Supercups, one Champions 
League, one AFC Champions 
League, one UEFA Supercup 
and one Intercontinental Cup. 
He is the first and, to date, the 
only coach to win both the 
Champions League and the 
AFC Champions League.

Former players have praised 
him for his coaching skills 
and tactical prowess, as well 
as his ability to communicate 
with and motivate his players 
to foster a competitive team 
spirit and a winning mentality.

He showed those 

skills, earlier addressing 
the conference, held in 
cooperation with the United 
Nations Office in Bahrain and 
the International Council for 
Health, Physical Education, 
Sports and Recreation. It was 
staged at Art Rotana, Amwaj 
Islands under the title ‘The 
Role of Sport in Achieving 
Sustainable Development 
Goals’.

Later addressing the 
Juventus Academy students, 
he was visibly moved as he 
sat in front of the rows of 
young Bahrainis and expats 
wearing the famous Old 
Lady’s Black and White.

“You are wearing a shirt that 
is very important to me,” he 
said, “and the fact that you 
come from so many different 
countries is something 
wonderful.

“Football is a beautiful 
sport that can teach you a lot 
of things. At your age it is 
important in so many ways, 
it allows you to socialise and 
learn to be a part of a team.

“But it is more than just 
wearing the same coloured 
shirts, shorts and socks. It 
means sharing your special 
qualities – each one of you 
has different skills, different 
attributes, and they have to be 

allowed to shine for any team 
to work. 

“This is what you need to 
become a good player, but 
even if you do not become 
a professional you can take 
what you learn into other 

disciplines and it will become 
important throughout your 
life.

“As far as football is 
concerned, forget what your 
parents say, listen to what 
your coaches tell you because 
your parents would love for 
you, especially the fathers, to 
become whatever they were 
never able to become.

“As for everything-else, 
listen to your parents! 

“All you have to go is have 
fun, participate in activities 
with your peers and your 
mates, study and become 
men. Play well for yourself 
and your teammates.”

Keeping a diplomatic 
silence, Italian ambassador to 
Bahrain, Domenico Bellato, 
who watched the discussion 
from the side-lines in Saar, 
declined to elaborate on 
how the rest of the Italian 
community in the kingdom 
was feeling about the coming 
FIFA World Cup football 
extravaganza. “It hurts,” he 
said.

Italian clubs show the future may be a lot rosier

WANTING MORE: 
Ronaldo

MIGHTY MANAGER: Lippi has a string of successes to his name



BAHRAIN’S 
budding football 
stars kicked for 

a cause at the Rotary 
Club Manama’s annual 
six-a-side charity 
football tournament last 
weekend, as joy met 
with heartbreak amid a 
day of revelry and feisty 
competition.

GulfWeekly was one of 
18 teams participating in 
the footy fest at the Bahrain 
Rugby Football Club, 
although despite some 
spirited play and fearless 
goalkeeping from reporter 
Kristian Harrison, they 
couldn’t get out of a group 
containing NBB 2 and 
Friends of Zayani.

Overall, approximately 
BD18,000 was raised for 
good causes, with the goal of 
raising awareness of child-
related conditions such as 
autism, diabetes and other 
disorders.

Rotary Club President Bob 
Thaker said: “The event has 
been a fantastic success. Our 
main focus was to highlight 
and raise awareness of these 
conditions, while raising 
funds to prevent them. I’d 
personally like to thank all 
of the teams, the referees and 
the volunteers for making 
the tournament happen once 
again.

“We’ve got plenty more 
planned throughout the year, 
with a Ramadan charity 
box collection soon to get 
underway. Stay tuned.”

GulfWeekly arrived with 
plenty of optimism, with 
goalkeeper Harrison, 
forward Zahid Balooshi and 
utility man Jalal Muradi 
complemented by a selection 

of Juventus Football 
Academy coaches and other 
friends.

However, their lack of 
practice showed in the first 
game as they succumbed 2-0 
to NBB 2, despite a David 
De Gea-esque double save 
and a sprawling penalty 
stop from man-of-the-match 
Harrison.

The second game was much 

closer, with Balooshi left to 
rue missing a sitter as Friends 
of Zayani finally broke 
more dogged resistance 
from Harrison in the dying 
moments to secure a narrow 
1-0 victory.

With elimination all but 
guaranteed, the GulfWeekly 
boys played their final two 
games against the same 
opponents with a more 

relaxed mindset and an 
attacking formation, with the 
message from captain Muradi 
simply being: “We may as 
well go for it, boys.”

In the rematch against 
NBB 2, a criminal refereeing 
decision disallowed a goal 
which should have seen 
GulfWeekly take a 4-3 lead. 
Even the opposition were 
stunned at the verdict, and 

things turned even worse as 
while the referee was still 
mid-conversation trying 
to explain his decision to 
the apoplectic GulfWeekly 
players, NBB took a quick 
free kick and slotted home 
into an empty net.

Amazingly, it was allowed 
to stand, causing more anger 
as several players were 
booked for dissent. Although 

abusing the referee is never 
acceptable, at least Dick 
Turpin wore a mask!

The team finally put the 
pieces of the jigsaw together 
in their final fixture, running 
out comfortable 2-1 winners 
despite missing a host of 
chances. The disappointment 
at not making the quarter-
finals was tangible, but all 
agreed there was a solid 
base to progress in future 
tournaments.

The eventual winners were 
Al Bader, who came from 
two goals down in a thrilling 
final against Manama Tours 
to pull level and win on 
penalties in an epic contest.

Afterwards, incoming 
Rotary Club president 
Chetan Bhatia couldn’t hide 
his delight at how the day’s 
events unfolded.

He explained: “We’ve 
had a tremendous response 
this year, with 18 teams and 
plenty of supporters coming 
to cheer on their friends and 
family. This tournament has 
been going on for more than 
20 years and it’s not going to 
stop any time soon!

“The rugby club has been 
fantastic too, I can’t complain 
at all. Raising this sum is 
beyond what we expected, 
and there are plenty more 
fundraisers to come.

“There is always more work 
to be done in Bahrain, and 
it’s good to give something 
back to the community.”
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Sunk despite heroics
SportNews

DE GEA-ESQUE: Harrison with a spectacular save, below, the GulfWeekly team and, bottom, from left, the runners-up Manama 
Tours and tournament winners, Al Bader, Rotary officials and fans
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WE’RE OFF TO RUSSIA

BUT NOT US
ITALY’S 2006 World Cup-
winning coach Marcello 
Lippi told keen younger 
footballers wearing his 
former club’s shirts how 
his heart, and that of his 
nation, had been broken 
by the country’s failure to 
reach this summer’s World 
Cup Finals in Russia, writes 
Stan Szecowka.

The once-mighty 
European nation will 
be staying at home but 
the current China coach 
believes his home country’s 
fortunes will soon change 
for the better … and the 
display of Serie A teams 
in the Champions League 
appear to support his 
optimism.

Lippi, was the main 
speaker at the First Arab 
Conference on Sport staged 
in Amwaj Islands, but 
travelled across the island 
to call in to the Juventus 
Academy’s HQ in Saar. 
The children were not shy 
in showering their esteemed 
guest with questions and 
one shot they fired at him, 
was to ask his reaction about 
Italy’s World Cup woe.

Speaking in Italian, 
beside translator Stefano 
Pettinato, the  United 
Nations Development 
Programme’s Deputy 
Representative, using 
English to communicate 
with the children, replied: 
“We are suffering … this is 
only the second time in the 
competition’s history that 
we have not made it to the 
Finals.

“For 88 years there have 
been World Cups and Italy 
has won the trophy four 
times. The team that has 
won the most competitions, 
Brazil, has won in five 
times, and one of those 
was by penalties in a final 
against Italy.

“There will be other 
opportunities. Italian 
football remains strong.”

Turn to Page 22

JALAL Murad’s daily 
soft drink craving 
has finally paid 

off as the football fan 
has won two tickets to 
the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup in Russia courtesy 
of a regional raffle 
competition staged by 
one of the competition’s 
global sponsors, writes 
Mai Al Khatib-Camille.

The Coca-Cola Company, 
a FIFA partner, this month 
launched a six-week-long 
Under the Cap World Cup 
promotion offering soccer-
lovers a variety of instant 
gifts, plus an opportunity to 
participate in an online raffle 
to win a treasured trip to the 
Finals …and the 33-year-old 
doctor was the first to nab a 
coveted golden ticket.

The father-of-three was 
suddenly woken from his 
slumber after working the 
night shift at Salmaniya 
Medical Complex’s 

emergency ward to receive 
the news … it wasn’t a 
nightmare alert to come back 
to work but a footy dream 
turning into reality.

“I saw the posters for the 
promotion at Lulu Mall in 
Hidd where I pick up my 
Coca-Cola Zero from. I drink 
at least two-a-day and entered 
the online raffle competition. 

“I didn’t think I’d win but 
thought, why not? When I 

got the call, at first I thought 
it was a delayed April fool’s 
joke being played on me by a 
friend,” Jalal said. 

“The Coca Cola 
representative then insisted 
that I had truly won two tickets 
to spend three-days in Russia 
and watch one game and that 
it wasn’t a prank of any sort. I 
couldn’t believe it and was so 
excited!

“I rarely have time to watch 

football, or any sport for 
that matter, due to my work 
commitments but I do love 
football and Inshallah I will 
get to go to Russia. I have 
two passes and a large list 
of friends to choose from so 
I’ll have to conduct my own 
internal raffle and see who will 
get the chance to go with me.”

Jalal all-expenses paid trip 
starts runs from June 29 
to July 2 and will include 

a three-night’s stay-for-
two, transportation from 
the airport, hotel and the 
opportunity to watch ‘Game 
51’ playing on July 1 in the 
last 16 knock-out stage.

Although it would be a 
dream come true to watch his 
favourite team, Portugal, in 
the quarter finals, he doesn’t 
have high hopes, even with 
superstar striker Cristiano 
Ronaldo in the side. He said: 
“They had a much stronger 
team back in 2006 and while 
they still have good players, I 
don’t think it’s the same this 
year. I would love it though if 
they do make it and win the 
trophy.”

Portugal, the current 
European champions, 
booked their spot in Russia 
after narrowly finishing top 
of Europe’s Group B on 
goal difference, edging out 
Switzerland on the final day 
to avoid the play-offs.

Turn to Page 22

WINNING SMILES: Murad and, right, Al Madani with City Centre Bahrain executives

QUESTION TIME: Young members of the Juventus Academy Bahrain ask star coach Lippi questions during his visit to training sessions in Saar


