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Win coffee-for-two

at crust & crema 
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INSPIRATIONAL 
teenager Rhea D’Mello 
has told the world how 

being born with Down 
syndrome will not stop 
her from reaching her full 
potential or prevent her 
from paving the way to a 
successful career.

The Indian expat, a trainee 
teaching assistant at RIA 
Institute, was invited to travel 
to the UK to talk about her life 
in Bahrain and her personal 
struggles and aspirations at 
an international conference. 
She delivered an impressive 
PowerPoint presentation to an 
audience of 1,000 delegates.

Rhea, 19, who is also a 
brand ambassador for a yoga 
organisation for the young, 
travelled to Birmingham, 
frequently referred to as the 
second city of England, with 
Christine Gordon, MBE, who 
founded the Adliya centre in 
1999 with her husband, Dr 
Emad El Attar, to support and 
educate children with special 
needs.

“During the conference, I 
was nervous about sharing 
my story at the start but later 
I was fine and spoke without 
any fear,” said Rhea. “It was 
my first time doing anything 
like this.

“I was happy to tell people 
about my experiences. I get 
to help other students with 
their classwork and assist the 
teachers when asked. Being 
a part of the RIA Institute 
has made me independent 
and helped make my life 
interesting. I love music, dance 
and working with children.

“I know life has a lot of 
challenges, but every day can 
be awesome if you take one 
day at a time.”

That’s exactly the mantra 
that Rhea’s mum Sylvia, 47, 

a secretary, and dad, David, 
an electrical engineer, lived 
by from the moment she was 
born.

Down syndrome occurs 
when an individual has 
a full or partial extra 
copy of chromosome 21. 
This additional genetic 
material alters the course of 
development and causes the 
characteristics associated with 
the condition.

A few of the common 
physical traits are low muscle 
tone, small stature, an upward 

slant to the eyes, and a single 
deep crease across the centre 
of the palm. Every person 
with Down syndrome is a 
unique individual and may 
possess these characteristics to 
different degrees or not at all.

People with Down 
syndrome attend school, work, 
participate in decisions that 
affect them, have meaningful 
relationships, vote and 
contribute to society in many 
wonderful ways.

All people with Down 
syndrome experience 

cognitive delays, but the effect 
is usually mild to moderate 
and is not indicative of the 
many strengths and talents that 
each individual possesses.

Quality educational 
programmes, a stimulating 
home environment, good 
health care and positive 
support from family, friends 
and the community enable 
people with Down syndrome 
to lead fulfilling and 
productive lives.

“The best advice we got 
from Rhea’s paediatrician 
on the day she was born 
was to take one day at a 
time,” explained Sylvia. 
“We immediately accepted 
the fact and, ever since then, 
have taken great pleasure in 
admiring all the milestones 
that she has reached and 
surpassed.

“We encourage Rhea to 
execute certain goals which 
sometimes stretch her 
capabilities to the limit but 
when she achieves those 
targets you can easily spot the 
big smile of satisfaction on 
her face. 

“Actually, there is hardly 
any difference having a child 
with Down syndrome, except 
for the additional joys we 
get to experience from an 
overtly happy and adorable 
individual.”

Turn to Page 2

FILM WEEKLY: 
Kristian reviews

Ant-Man and the Wasp 
SEE PAGE 19

HELPING HANDS: Rhea at work at the RIA Institute in Adliya

INCLUSION MESSAGE
By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com
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From Page 1
The family says Rhea’s 

14-year-old sister, Richa, 
who attends the Indian 
School Bahrain, acts as her 
role model and has really 
helped her develop. 

The recent Inclusion 
International’s 17th World 
Congress brought together 
self-advocates, families, 
professionals and delegates 
from 71 countries to learn 
from and inspire each other. 
The campaigners are leading 
the way in making inclusion 
a reality for people with 
intellectual disabilities and 
their families.

Sylvia added: “People with 
Down syndrome are pleasant, 
happy and lovers of life. 
The low IQ thing is a myth - 
anyone with a heart will see 
them as a blessing. 

“I know they lack in certain 
areas and may have other 
shortcomings or health 
issues, but who doesn’t? 
They, like all others, have a 
lot of potential. We should 
all allow them to be equals, 
not secluded in schools and 

society, and give them the 
opportunity to achieve their 
dreams.  

“The World Congress was 

a great platform for self-
advocates to tell their stories, 
struggles and successes and 
Rhea had the opportunity 

to speak from her heart. 
Her speech to the delegates 
was the epitome of all the 
efforts put in by her and 
everyone connected to her. 
We feel extremely proud 
at the manner in which she 
delivered it.”

Although her parents could 
not be with her at the event, 
Christine said that Rhea did 
amazingly well. “During the 
short time I spent with Rhea 
in the UK she had impeccable 
manners, was organised and 
although was shy at first, she 
soon blossomed,” Christine 
added. 

“She simply took 

everything in her stride from 
meeting other delegates to 
presenting at an international 
conference. I’m so proud 
of her and I would say 
that this lovely young lady 
is testament to the hard 
work and dedication of her 
parents.”

Rhea and her family moved 
to the kingdom in 2007 after 
being told that Bahrain was a 
sociable and friendly island 
and accepted people from all 
walks of life. 

When Rhea was three-
weeks-old, she was enrolled 
in an Early Intervention 
Programme at an NGO called 

Sangath Centre that helped 
in her physical and mental 
development in her home 
state of Goa. 

She later joined Chubby 
Cheeks Primary School, a 
mainstream school, until the 
family moved to Bahrain 
and she joined The New 
Horizon School from January 
2008 to March 2017 where 
she continued her inclusive 
academic studies, until 
the age of 17, excelling in 
English, art and sports. 

In 2011, Rhea enrolled in 
extra speech therapy sessions 
at RIA before signing up for 
full-time tuition. At the age 
of 18, she wanted to take 
on more responsibilities. 
Sylvia said: “We approached 
Christine, who suggested a 
teaching assistant’s role to 
start with and wholeheartedly 
accepted to train her.”

Since then, Rhea has helped 
author Sarah Clarke stage 
the successful recent Art for 
Autism Awareness Event 
staged at Harbour Gate. “We 
had more than 400 adults 
and children to manage on 
occasions,” explained Sarah. 
“Rhea was a great asset to 
have in our team. She loves 
helping and that shows in her 
dedication to her work.”

Rhea’s parents hope that her 
story will change society’s 
view of people with special 
needs and help create more 
awareness, acceptance and 
inclusion. Sylvia added: “Our 
hopes for Rhea in the future 
are that she can be totally 
independent and can live a 
happy and fulfilling life.”
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‘We feel extremely proud’

POINT TO MAKE: Rhea at an artwork on display at the Bahrain Financial Harbour supporting inclusion in the community

MAKING STRIDES: Flashback to Rhea growing up into the confident young woman who told 
her story at a conference in the UK, below, some of the guests at the event



THE squishy is the 
latest classroom 
craze which is set 

to continue on the home 
front throughout the 
summer holidays … they 
are like a kiddie stress 
ball, a cool fidget toy and 
bag accessory squeezed 
into one.

It wasn’t long ago that 
GulfWeekly was reporting 
how fidget spinners were 
literally everywhere, which 
means they are now ‘so 
yesterday’. Scented squishies, 
however, are growing in 
popularity because they’re 
‘things that look like other 
things’ but are also really 
amazingly, satisfyingly 
squishy. 

They are being bought by 
the sack load from stores and 
online and some enterprising 
youngsters are making their 
own. In Bahrain, kind-hearted 
children have been creating 
them to support good causes. 

For example, six schoolgirls 
raised funds for The 
Dogfather Animal Sanctuary 
in Saar. The Squishy Squad, 
made up of Talia Zain, Ella 
Kimber, Hannah Janahi, 
Shehrezad Shaheen, Sophie 
Nestor and Yazi Kazerooni, 
all aged nine, produced their 
own squishies using recycled 
materials and made bath 
bombs and fairy cakes too to 
sell at St Christopher’s School 
during break-time. 

Hannah said: “We thought 
of the idea of having a 
squishy sale as they are the 
best toys of 2018, everyone 
loves them. They are so much 
fun and even better when 
they’re homemade, especially 
when we recycle stuff to 
make them.”

Sophie said squishies are 
fun to collect, adding: “They 
are very stress relieving and 
satisfying and you can get 

them in various shapes and 
sizes.” 

Shehrezad reckons they 
are a useful homework tool 
too, adding: “They are fun to 
make, satisfying to squish and 
help you concentrate.”

The girls collectively 
explained: “You start by 
colouring or printing pictures 
of your favourite characters to 
use as the front of the squishy, 
then cut another piece of 
paper the same size for the 
back and tape them together, 
leaving a space at the top 
to fill with plastic bags or 
memory foam.  

“Once filled, the whole thing 
is covered in clear cello tape 
or sticky back plastic. You 
can make a really simple 
squishy by filling a clean crisp 
packet with memory foam and 
sealing it shut with hot glue!” 

The Squishy Squad’s 
charitable endeavours 
raised an impressive BD176 
for the late Tony Waters’ 
animal sanctuary and the 
girls presented the funds to 
his daughter, Sarah, who is 
helping to keep it running 
with volunteers and rehoming 
abandoned and rescued pets.

“The girls presented the 
funds at the centre last 
weekend and were shown 
around and introduced to 
the animals by Sarah,” said 
mum Kirsti Shaheen. “They 
loved it and haven’t stopped 
talking about what a happy, 
sunny and caring place it is 
for animals. They are already 

planning their next venture! 
“Their squishies proved very 

popular. Along with slime, 
it’s the latest fad – kids buy 
the foam squishies or make 
their own.” 

The latest toy craze 
featuring small soft foam toys 
originated in Japan. Product 
reviewer Rose DesRochers 
said: “I couldn’t get over how 
much the Slow Rise Squishy 
Panini looks and smells just 
like real Panini baked fresh 
from the oven. With a soft 
and super slow rising effect, 
your child can pretend that 
the dough is rising, as they 
proceed to bake up some fresh 
bread in their play oven.

“The Slow Rise Squishy 
Frosted Donut Charm looks as 
delicious as a real doughnut! 
The charm comes with an 
elastic strap, so kids can 
attach it to their school bag or 
anywhere they like! Add in 
the sweet scent and you have 
a multiple sensory toy that 
can be quite irresistible and 
perfect for pretend play.”

The squishies phenomenon 
has become a global online 
video sensation with nearly 
400,000 ‘squishies’ videos 
featuring the many varieties 
of collectibles, with fans of 
all ages declaring their love 
and obsession with these 
irresistible toys. On YouTube, 
children, and even adults, 
trade squishies, and show off 
their collections.

According to squishy 
connoisseurs, the slower they 
rise, the better. After cuteness, 
that’s what people pay most 
attention to.
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Squishy summer craze

SWEET SQUEEZE: A selection of the collectables and, below, members of The Squishy Squad  
baking and handing over the cheque at the animal sactuary



A new high-rise 
apartment 
building offering a 

‘quality lifestyle’ on the 
edge of bustling Juffair 
has been unveiled, 
boasting Bahrain’s 
largest landscaped 
waterfall.

The water feature inside 
Fontana Suites measures 
four metres tall by 16 metres 
wide and cascades from a 
25m infinity pool edge into a 
plunge pool where residents 
and guests can relax and 
enjoy the calmness created. 

Additionally, they can enjoy 
the spaces behind the fall, to 
capture and enjoy the beauty 
and serenity of the landscape, 
its architects suggest as 
they endeavoured to create 
a ‘haven of tranquility’ by 
pivoting on leafy green 
plans to enhance the outdoor 
experience.

“We’re extremely proud of 
this project as it was founded 
by Bahrainis that worked 
on design, marketing and 
construction,” said Eman Al 
Mannai, sales & business 
development manager at 

Royal Ambassadors, the 
project managers. 

“The Fontana Suites offers 
high quality designs and 
unique artificial waterfalls 
for the enjoyment and use of 
all residents. Having been in 
this sector for many years, 
we believe that Fontana 
Real Estate provides the 
best quality and best service 
facilities in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, while continuing to 
innovate and deliver the best 
to all our customers.”

It is the company’s third 
project in the Juffair area and 
the result of a partnership 
between Kooheji Contractors 
who were responsible for its 
construction.

Described as a ‘new, trendy 
and modern landmark unlike 
anything ever launched in 
Bahrain before’, the building 
encompasses 373 units, from 
studios to one, two and three 
bedroom suites. 

Fontana Suites comes 
equipped with a variety 
of amenities including an 

indoor swimming pool, 
fully-fitted gym, Jacuzzi, 
along with a dedicated 
yoga space. In addition, the 
building provides its residents 
with a cinema room and a 
multifunction hall for special 
events such as weddings and 
corporate gatherings. 

Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa, CEO of 
the Real Estate Regulatory 
Authority (RERA), attended 
the official opening last week 
and said: “I would like to 
congratulate all the officials 
of Al Kooheji Company and, 
in particular, Abdulghafar 
Al Kooheji, on the opening 
of the modern Fontana 
Suites which will provide a 
luxurious experience.” 

He believes that projects of 
this magnitude help create 
‘an attractive environment’ 
for local and international 
investment, and added: 
“RERA is committed to 
provide all necessary support 
to real estate projects and the 
beneficiaries of its services, 
and I would like to wish Al 
Kooheji Company success in 
existing and future projects.”
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OPENING CEREMONY: Eman Al Mannai - sales and business development manager at Royal 
Ambassadors, Fontana Real Estate Company board members Abdulnabi Al Maal and Annaiat 
Gabri,  Abdul Gaffer al-Kooheji - MD of Fontana Real Estate, Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al 
Khalifa - CEO of RERA and Mohammed Abdul Gaffer Al-Kooheji - GM Fontana Real Estate

WATER FEATURE: Chilling out by the pool 

Calming, cool
and cascading 
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THE kingdom’s 
residents got into 
the spirit of World 

Environment Day with 
a fun-filled activity 
event at a popular mall, 
which aimed to raise 
awareness of the harms 
caused by discarded 
plastics.

The recent Ramli Mall 
initiative in A’ali was 
organised by the Ministry of 
Health, which also provided 
special containers where 
recyclable resources could be 
deposited and later processed 
or redistributed.

Dr Waleed Al Mana, the 
undersecretary of the health 
ministry and the patron of the 
event, said: “Recycling has 
to be made a part of our daily 
lifestyle, as whatever we do 
today will impact our future 
tomorrow. We want to help 
promote ways of saving the 
environment which not only 
educate the children but also 
encourage them to spread the 
importance of recycling to 
their families at home.

“The initiative will help to 
bring awareness that we all 
can do something to help the 
environment by focussing on 
the three Rs - Reduce, Re-
use and Recycle. And, if you 
can’t re-use something, then 
refuse it!”

World Environment Day is 
celebrated every year, and is 
the United Nation’s principal 
vehicle for encouraging 

awareness and action 
for the protection of our 
environment. 

First held in 1974, it has 
been a flagship campaign 
for raising awareness on 
emerging environmental 
issues from marine pollution, 
human overpopulation, 
and global warming, to 
sustainable consumption and 
wildlife crime. Since then, it 
has grown to become a global 
platform for public outreach, 
with participation from more 
than 143 countries annually. 

Each year, WED has 
a new theme that major 
corporations, NGOs, 
communities, governments 
and celebrities worldwide 
adopt to advocate 
environmental causes. This 
year, it has been: ‘Beat 
Plastic Pollution.’

Children and adults alike 
were entertained in Bahrain, 
with the former being treated 
to educational art and crafts 
classes at Ramli Mall where 
the benefits of recycling were 
discussed, whilst the grown-
ups could peruse numerous 

stalls where environmentally-
friendly trinkets were being 
sold.

There was also a striking 
moment at where two boys 
dressed fully in plastic bags, 
to emphasise the plight of 
marine life which often gets 
caught in swirling masses of 
waste dumped into the ocean 
and can’t escape. Certificates 
of appreciation were also 
handed out to supporters and 
campaigners for their green 
initiatives.

Mother-of-two Noor 
Ebrahim Al Bana, 36, from 
Hidd, was very encouraged 
by the event. She said: 
“The organisers created a 
great programme and the 
children really enjoyed it. 
The carnival, music and the 
concept of cleaning up our 
beloved kingdom is a brilliant 
idea.

“This was a really great 
way to spread the word 
about going green and our 
recycling initiatives and 
really encourages children 
to take part in caring for 
the local environment 
whilst also enhancing 
their understanding of 
environmental issues.”

Green agenda inspires

WRAP ’N’ ROLL: Campaigning youngsters make a point with their plastic bag protest

COMMUNITY REPORT
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com



THREE happy shoppers are this week 
celebrating generous cash prizes after 
participating in a popular store’s hot 

summer promotion.
A raffle draw was part of Al Hawaj’s ‘3 Hot Days’ 

celebration which was held at all of its outlets in 
collaboration with Credimax. 

Ali Al Eskati won the grand $5,000 prize, Ahmed Al 
Bastaki bagged $3,000 and Ali Al Herz walked away 
with $2,000. 

The draw was held at the group’s Salmaniya branch 
with the winners being contacted by Al Hawaj general 
manager Abdulwahab Al Hawaj with a surprise 
celebratory call to their mobile numbers.

Managing director Jawad Al Hawaj and Industry 
Commerce and Tourism representative Shafi Al 
Balushi were also present at the event, alongside 
Credimax merchant services and sales manager 
Khalid Showaiter and Al Hawaj operations manager 
Shyam Narayanan.

Shyam said the annual promotion was celebrating 
its 20th year, continued to be extremely popular with 
customers and had once more been a ‘phenomenal 
success’. “We thank everyone for their support and 
participation,” he added.

Other prizes won in the raffle draw included 
Samsung LED TVs, Samsung refrigerators, Samsung 
digital cameras, perfume sets, watches, Omniah gift 
cards and other gifts.
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 zinger 
 dealsZahra’s

Putting Bahrain’s supermarkets under the spotlight and searching for the best deals

Al Jazira Supermarket 
Zinj

Mrstainleys peanut gift box 
12x200gm – BD3

Jubileu pralines caramel chocolate 
12x200gm – BD2.600

Jubileu diamond assortment 
12x300gm – BD3.500

Divine 70% dark chocolate 
12x200gm – BD2.500

Withlove rose and violet creams 
12x145gm – BD4

Jawad Supermarket
Montana green peas 4x400gm – 
BD1.050
Libbys baked beans 220gm 5+1 
free – BD1.200
Emborg butter unsalted 2x400gm– 
BD2.400
Libbys wh kernal corn 2x433gm – 
BD0.750
Nature Valley granola bar apple 
crunch– BD1.100
6. Filiz vermicelli 4x400gm – BD1

Lulu Hypermarket
Alhamra evaporated milk 170gm 
12 pcs – BD1

Daily fresh sunflower oil 2ltr – BD1

Lily long grain biryani rice 5kg – 
BD1

Fuel 10kg protein wheat biscuits 
480gm – BD2

Splenda low calorie sweetener 200 
– BD3

Carrefour Hypermarket
Anchor inst cream milk powder 2.5kg/
pc – BD5.390
My Club members price – BD4.990
Tang pouches orange 2x500gm - 
BD1.200
My Club Members Price – BD1
Sitra detergent powder 5kg – BD1.690
My Club members price – BD1.590
Nesquik duo cereal 335gm – BD0.990
Creame 21 vitamin 3x150ml – 
BD1.490
NOTE: This offer is available in Carrefour Hyper 
Market until July 18, 2018. (Promo selling price 
+ special price for My CLUB members)

What is it called? Tranquil Moments 
Bedside Speaker
What does it do? The speaker maximises 
sleep relaxation. The brain will try to match 
the rhythms of the sound you hear on this 
speaker and coax you into the ideal sleep you desire. Just 
twist the dial to choose any tune from the 12 digital sound 
programmes. The speaker will gradually slow playback 
over 30 minutes and lull you to sleep.
Cost: BD49
Visit www.amazon.com

What is it called? Sammy Screamer
What does it do? This gadget will help you 
keep a check on anything and everything you 
want to. This could attach to your cupboards, 
handbags, windows and doors or even the 
cookie jar! The Screamer will cling on to your belongings 
and notify you with a screeching alarm as well as a 
smartphone notification every time that thing is moved. 
Cost: BD28
Visit www.amazon.com

What is it called? Ding Bike Light
What does it do? The light provides a 
commanding shield of light around you by 
offering innovative light patterns with its 
patented system of two separate dedicated 
light sources within the one light. The two independent 
light beams allow you to be visible from all angles by other 
road users. It weights in at only 110 grams with on-board 
charging and with up to 400 lumen of light power.
Cost: BD26
Visit www.amazon.comEmail your gadget stories to editor@gulfweekly.com

Your guide to the best in-store deals of the week 

Techtronic         Specials
GADGETS OF THE WEEKItem Make and Description Store Price

1 Air Conditioner Zamil split ac (CWZ18BCIXFT), 1.5ton piston split ac, five star 
energy rating.

YKA 
Almoayyed & 
Sons

Was BD226.990
Now BD179.990

2 Laptop Dell laptop (3576INS-1163-black), Intel Core (I7 8550U), 8GB 
RAM, 1TB HDD, AMD Radeon 2 GDDR5, 15.6 display, Windows 
10.

Home 
Electronics

BD285

3 Speaker Boom Boom speaker 5.1 multimedia (CK823). Carrefour 
Hyper Market

Was BD24.990
Now BD16.990
Note: This offer is 
available until July 18, 
2018

4 Washer Bosch (WAK20200GC) front load washer, 7 kg capacity, energy 
efficiency class: A+++, 1,000 RPM, anti-vibration design.

Sharaf DG BD128.990

5 Steamer Black & Decker hand held steamer (HST1200), 1,200w 
handheld garment steamer.

Kewalram & 
Sons

BD18.900

6 Headphones Bose sound sport free wireless headphones, comfortable 
and stable, sweat and weather resistant, with clear powerful 
sound, packed full of technologies.         

Ashrafs BD89
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Sweet-smelling success for raffle winners

BIG DRAW: GM Abdulwahab calls a lucky customer



THE kingdom’s 
FinTech sector 
was given a lift 

this week in more ways 
than one with news that 
APM Terminals Bahrain 
has introduced a new 
digital dynamic as part 
of ongoing efforts in 
improving customer 
experiences at Khalifa 
Bin Salman Port (KBSP) 
in Hidd.

The company, whose banner 
reads ‘lifting global trade’, has 
gone one better by introducing 
an online customer portal, 
selecting Bahrain as one of 
their first two pilot countries 
globally for the launch of 
LIFT.

It is aimed at making 
transactions at the port easier, 
efficient, transparent and more 
cost effective to the land side 
customers in Bahrain and 
which is considered to be a 
major step in digitalising and 
facilitating logistical services.  

Mark Hardiman, managing 
director of APM Terminals 
Bahrain, said: “With supply 
chains becoming global, 
technology is having a 
major impact on improving 
accessibility and efficiency for 
the port sector. 

“We are committed to 
invest in KBSP’s digital 
future to support Bahrain’s 
transportation and logistics 
sector-growth. These easy 
to use services will ensure 
we deliver unparalleled port 
coverage and improved 
products and services to our 
customers.

 “The launch of LIFT online 

services marks a new digital 
chapter in our container 
operations, enabling us to 
integrate new technology and 
capabilities into our traditional 
processes in order to service 
our customers better and ease 
how they do business with 
the port. We’re excited to 
offer this these services to our 
customers.”

The advanced portal was 
inaugurated by Minister 
of Transportation and 
Telecommunications, Kamal 
bin Ahmed Mohammed, at a 
recent hotel ceremony held at 
the Wyndham Grand Manama 

attended by high level officials 
from the sector. 

The LIFT portal also 
allows customers to directly 
track and trace their cargo 
real-time, check status of 
their shipments/vessels, 
schedule appointments such 
as deliveries and destuffing 
of containers, pay online and 
receive their invoices online, 
with 24/7 availability of 
support. 

By enabling customers to 
access these services online, 
this eliminates the need for 
agents to be present in person, 
saving time and related costs. 

It also creates transparency of 
readiness of their shipments, 
available slots which helps 
better planning by the 
importers.

The minister praised 
APM’s continuous efforts 
in introducing advanced 
digitised systems to improve 
and facilitate the ports’ user 
experience and operations and 
for selecting Bahrain as one of 
the pilot countries. 

Samrat Raj, country 
manager, Bahrain, Mastercard, 
said: “Bahrain’s e-commerce 
sector is booming, and we’re 
seeing a growing demand for 

commercial solutions that 
streamline processes and drive 
business efficiencies.

“Bahrain’s ambitions to 
become a more digital and 
cashless society is buoyed by 
initiatives like these and we 
commend APM Terminals on 
the launch of LIFT and their 
dedication to driving business 
in the kingdom.” 

To ensure that LIFT meets 
the needs of the customer 
community in Bahrain, APM 
Terminals Bahrain engaged 
with selected customers from 
various categories, who have 
provided their ‘feedback 
and valuable suggestions’ at 
various stages in its creation.
l Check out www.lift.

apmterminals.com/bahrain

THE first Internet of Things 
(IoT) hardware accelerator in the 
Middle East region - Brinc Batelco 
IoT Hub - has been unveiled in 
Bahrain and it aims to be a leader 
in driving innovation in the field of 
technology. 

The growing buzz around the 
IoT is undeniable. It is the name 
given for the network of physical 
devices, vehicles, home appliances 
and other items embedded with 
electronics, software and sensors 
which enable them to connect and 
exchange data.

The hub is based at high-tech new 
premises located on the third floor 
of Batelco Commercial Centre 

in Manama. It will be offering 
programmes and services tailored 
for IoT hardware start-ups and 
entrepreneurs looking for speed, 
access and the know-how to build 
successful companies. 

Brinc Batelco IoT Hub 
was officially opened last 
week in the presence of the 
Minister of Transportation and 
Telecommunications, Engineer 
Kamal bin Ahmed Mohammed, 
VIPs and executives from the two 
companies involved.

Batelco, a digital solutions 

provider and one of Bahrain’s 
biggest companies, announced last 
year that it had teamed up with 
Brinc MENA, a hands-on IoT 
hardware accelerator, to launch 
the hub to enhance the growth of 
technology, particularly digitisation.

“Encouraging innovation within 
the ICT sector is one of the most 
important factors contributing to the 
continued growth of the kingdom’s 
economy,” said chairman Shaikh 
Abdulla bin Khalifa Al Khalifa. 
“We are very pleased to present 
Brinc Batelco IoT Hub which will 

help entrepreneurs achieve their 
goals in developing and launching 
innovative products and services.” 

The champions of IoT believe 
it will create opportunities for 
more direct integration of the 
physical world into computer-based 
systems, resulting in efficiency 
improvements, economic benefits 
and reduced human exertions.

The hub in Bahrain wants 
to provide an ‘unprecedented 
opportunity’ to access mentorship, 
product design and development 
guidance, manufacturing and 
exposure to regional and global 
investors and markets, all in one 
programme. 

July 11 - 17, 2018 www.gulfweekly.com 7

Editor Stan Szecowka takes a look at the world of financial technology and beyond...

ABC Advert 5X26cm.pdf   1   7/24/17   5:44 PM

FinTechFocus
All Payments
Simplified

@tamherebh

Hot hub for Internet of Things

MOVING FORWARD: Minister of Transportation & Telecommunications, Kamal, at the launch

Get a Lift at the port!
APM Terminals Bahrain is a joint venture between APM 
Terminals Bahrain International and YBA Kanoo Holdings 
of Bahrain. Established in 2006, the company operates the 
port and provides 
marine services 
within Bahrain 
and its coastal 
waters.

Its location 
makes it an 
ideal choice 
for carriers’ 
trans-shipping 
containers to the 
upper Gulf region, particularly the markets of Kuwait, Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia.

The mighty 207m-long APL Dalian container ship was 
among the first to make an operational call to KBSP in 2009. 
The facility, also known as Bahrain Gateway, took around 
five years in the building. At the time GulfWeekly reported 
how APM Terminals, one of the biggest port operators in the 
world, had invested $62million in the project. 

Standing on reclaimed land at Hidd, the facility occupies a 
900,000sqm site which, although around the same size as the 
old Mina Salman facility, has vastly expanded capabilities. 
Its storage capacity is more than double that of Mina Salman, 
which was 45-years-old, and the increase in water depth from 
10.5m to 15m enabled docking of larger ships.



Today (July 11)
InTouch Gallery in the 
InTouch Integrated 
Chiropractic and 
Rehabilitation Centre in 
Janabiya is staging a Family 
in the Mountains photography 
exhibition by Jody Peck 
starting at 7pm. The exhibition 
runs until the end of August.
For details, contact senior 
curator Frances Stafford by 
emailing fstafford77@gmail.
com or calling 38327191 or 
WhatsApp 38872057.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
band the Eye Candies will 
entertain every evening, 
except on Saturdays, at The 
Harvesters. 
The outlet is also dishing up 
a new Camel Burger with 
French fries and coleslaw 
and staging a Beast Burger 
Challenge which, if finished in 
the stipulated time, offers the 
meal for free, a T-shirt and 
wall of fame celebrity status. 
It runs daily from 11am to 
9pm and is priced BD8.410 
per person.
The hotel is also holding a 
steak night every Wednesday 
from 7pm at La Mosaique 
Restaurant priced BD18net, 
with the 1kg steak challenge 
too. 
Spices Indian Restaurant 
hosts its popular Punjabi 
Thali until June 30 priced at 
BD5.450net for vegetarians 
and BD6.650net for meat-
eaters, for food only.
For more details call 
17531122.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is staging 
a summer camp until 
September 30 from Sunday to 
Wednesday, 9am to 6pm, and 
Thursday to Saturday, 9am 
to 8.30pm. It will include an 
outdoor camping experience, 
culinary events, swimming 
lessons and educative art 
workshops. 
It costs BD7 for an hour, 
BD15 for three hours, and 
BD30 with lunch and dinner 
for full day, BD135 with lunch 
and dinner for five days and 
BD155 with lunch and dinner 
for one week. 
The camp is complimentary 
for in-house guests and spa 
members. Children under the 
age of four must have their 
parents or nanny with them.
For details, call 17115091.

Tomorrow (July 12)
Elite Resort & Spa has a sea 
& grill buffet dinner every 
Thursday and Friday from 
7pm to 11pm at Al Naseem 
& La Brasserie priced at 
BD12++ per person.
For details, call 17313333. 

Feast on prime US beef, 
unlimited beverages and 
gourmet food at Mövenpick 
Hotel Bahrain’s Al Murjan 
Ballroom from 7pm to 11pm. 
The Thursday Night Out is 
priced at BD32net per person 
and includes unlimited drinks.
For details, call 17460017 
or email hotel.bahrain.fb@
movenpick.com

Friday (July 13)
Eat and party at the Reef 
Resort’s Pool Delight with an 
unlimited seafood BBQ buffet 
accompanied by the chill out 
music from the Beat’s Zone 
band. Every Friday from 7pm.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is hosting Friday 
Brunch at CUT by Wolfgang 
Puck Steakhouse from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm. Priced 
BD24++ with soft beverages, 
BD24++ with extensive 
beverage package for ladies, 
or BD34++ with extensive 
beverage package.
For details, call 17115044.

The Four Seasons Hotel’s 
Bahrain Bay Kitchen is 
hosting a family brunch from 
1pm to 4pm. Priced BD25++ 
inclusive of soft beverages, or 
BD35++ inclusive of selected 
beverages.
For reservations, call 
17115500.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
hosts its Absolutely Fabulous 
Friday Brunch at Harvesters 
from 12.30pm to 4pm. It’s 
priced BD31net for adults and 
BD8.750net for children aged 
seven to 12.
For details, contact 17531122.

Elite Crystal Hotel has a 
Friday Pool Party brunch at 
Waikiki from 1pm to 8pm with 
entertainment by DJ Santi, 
DJ Smiley and DJ Goose. 
It’s free entrance for women 
with one welcome drink, 
BD10net for men with one 
complimentary beverage 
and BD25net inclusive of 
unlimited selected beverages 
and grills.

For details, contact 66666360 
or 17360360.

The Gulf Hotel Bahrain 
Convention & Spa is hosting 
its celebrated Gulf Grand 
Brunch at Al Waha Restaurant 
every Friday from 12.30pm-
4pm featuring fabulous 
fare from its award-winning 
restaurants. 
It boasts a fun-filled children’s 
corner, a buffet selection 
offering 10 different cuisines 
alongside live counters, pool 
usage, live entertainment 
and an after-party at Typhoon 
Lounge. It’s priced BD32net, 
inclusive of selected 
beverages, with special rates 
for Gulf Hotel partners and 
Prestige Club members. 
For details, call 17713000.

The Mövenpick Hotel Bahrain 
Construction-themed Friday 
Brunch offers a variety of food 
and a selection of drinks, a 
band and DJs from 12.30pm to 
5pm at its Al Murjan Ballroom. 
It’s priced BD36net per person, 
including unlimited beverages. 
This Friday is the FIFA-themed 
brunch and will feature prizes. 
Children aged six to 12 will 
receive 50 per cent price 
reduction and children under 
six dine for free.
For details, call 17460017 
or email hotel.bahrain.fb@
movenpick.com

Saturday (July 14)
Soak up the stunning views 
from the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s 50th floor and 
feast on Asian delights like 
Korean Fried Chicken Bao 
Buns, Wok Fried Shrimp 
Dumplings and Brisket 
Wontons at the re Asian 
Cuisine by Wolfgang Puck’s 
Saturday Brunch.

The price is BD19++ and 
BD37++ with selected 
beverages.
For reservations, call 
17115046.

The Bahrain Bay Kitchen 
at the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is staging 
a Saturday Brunch from 
12.30pm-3.30pm offering 
a wide selection of Arabic 
favourites such as Lamb 
Ouzi and cold mezzeh, 
priced BD16++ including soft 
beverages.  
For more details, call 
17115000.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
has an Asian Night offering 
South East Asian specialties 
from Malaysia, Singapore, 
Thailand, China and Japan 
starting at 7pm at La Mosaique 
Restaurant priced at BD13net 
(only food). 
For details, contact 17531122.

Sunday (July 15)
Bahrain Ballet Centre is 
running a creative camp 
offering dance, accessory 
and costume design, arts and 
crafts, singing, group choir, 
sketching, story-telling and 
building games. The camp, 
which will run until the end of 
August for children aged five 
to 10, from 9am to 1pm and 
is BD15 per day or BD55 per 
week.
For details, contact 17693232 
or 33719180.

Inspire Bahrain is holding The 
Explorers Summer Camp until 
August 30 offering children 

music, art, drama, craft, 
science, cooking, sporting 
activities, teamwork and band 
production experiences. It’s 
priced BD50 for one week, 
BD40 per week for three to 
five weeks or BD30 per week 
for six weeks or more.
For details, contact 39047734 
or 33394774.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
hosts an Italian Night at La 
Mosaique Restaurant from 
7pm featuring pasta, pizza 
and more priced at BD13net 
for the food only and there is a 
separate beverage package. 
For details, contact 17531122.

Monday (July 16)
The Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
has a French Night starting at 
7pm and priced at BD13net 
(food only) at La Mosaique 
restaurant. 
For details, contact 17531122.

The Mövenpick Hotel Bahrain 
has a Seafood Night offering 
the freshest catch of the day, a 
buffet and live cooking station 
priced at BD24net including 
soft drinks, or BD29net 
including unlimited selected 
beverages. 
For details, contact 17460017.

Tuesday (July 17)
The Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
has a Catch of The Day- 
Seafood Night starting at 7pm 
and priced at BD18net (food 
only and a beverage package 
available) at La Mosaique 
restaurant. 
For details, contact 17531122.
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6
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Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional decision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cost
DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt deal
MEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)
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Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effor t to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92
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Leisure       Guide

CINEMA CLUB JUFFAIR

Film: Miss Potter
Director: Chris Noonan
Duration: 1 hr 28 mins
Cast: Billy Crystal, Meg Ryan, Carrie Fisher, Bruno 
Kirby, Steven Ford
Plot: Single, 30-year-old Beatrix Potter lives in London 
with her social-climbing parents, who are exasperated 
that she has turned down numerous eligible young 
men. Her only real friends are the animals which since 
childhood she has lovingly drawn and made up stories 
about. She finally succeeds in selling a book of the 
stories, and it becomes Norman Warne’s first project. 
He quickly falls in love with both the book and Beatrix 
and together they carefully arrange publication.

This proves the first of many successes, offering her 
the possibility of escaping from both her parents’ way of 
life and London.

For details, call Huda Tabbara on 39682323.
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WATCH all the games in comfort and 
style with soccer-style snacks and 
refreshments at Al Areen Palace & 
Spa. 

And get fit like Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Lionel Messi by joining 
special 45-minute World Cup 
Training Sessions in the Fitness 
for Life studio. Classes are BD5 for 
45mins with mixed and ladies only 
sessions.

For details, contact 17845000.

BOOK your seat at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain’s World Pavilion. The venue 
is open daily from 2pm to 2am, with 
free entry with a minimum spend of 
BD10 per person. 

For more information, call 
17586499. 

l Eating Out: Page 11
 

ELITE Grande Hotel is staging World 
Cup Fever at Zodiac & H20 priced at 
BD15++.

For details, contact 17565888. 

THE Football Stadium at Four 
Seasons will show matches on 
a massive 4x10m high-definition 
screen, with a further 160 LCD 
screens in the venue, offering 150 

supporters a perfect view of each 
game. 

The fully air-conditioned stadium 
comes complete with grandstand-
style seating, fan zone sections with 
bean bags and comfortable lounge 
areas with sofas. 

Spectators can take part in a range 
of fun activities, from taking on friends 
in a table football tournament and 
honing their scoring skills with Play 
Station games. 

Entry costs BD18 until Sunday with 
the cost taken off the overall bill spent 
for food and drinks.

There is also a BD150 all-inclusive 
package for groups of five or more, 
with complimentary beverages and 
food platters.

For information, contact 17115500.
 
ELITE Crystal Hotel is hosting Kick 
Off at The Lotus and Wakiki until 
Sunday. For details, 

For details, contact 66666360 or 
17360360.

THE FIFA Soccer world 
championship will be a part of the 
programme in both Downtown 
and Elements restaurants at the 
InterContinental Regency Bahrain. 

For details, call 17208308.

GATHER your friends to watch 
the FIFA World Cup 2018 at the 
Mövenpick Hotel Bahrain. The 
games will be broadcasted on 
a giant screen at the Fun Zone 
outdoor air-conditioned tent, which 
was particularly designed for the 
sporting occasion which also 

features a special menu. 
For information, contact 17460017.

ENJOY the FIFA World Cup 2018 at 
Crown Plaza’s Harvesters Lounge 
& Terrace from 11am to 1pm with a 
special menu and mini games.

For details, call 17531122.

WATCH all the thrills of the 
World Cup Finals in the Gulf 
Hotel Bahrain’s newly-renovated 
Sherlock Holmes. The venue 
features screens at every angle, 
surround sound and state-of-the-
art lighting.

For more details, call 17713000.

THE 10th edition of the Bahrain 
Summer Festival returns under 
the slogan Muharraq Capital of 
Islamic Culture with a two-month 
programme. It will take place in the 
Nakhool Tent at Arad Fort and will 
also feature a variety of children’s 
activities. 

Nakhool and Nakhoola, the 
adventurous mascots will welcome 
families on arrival. The tent is open 
every day, except on Sunday, from 
5pm to 9pm and admission is free. 

For details, call 17567171.

l July 13, 17
The Mohammed bin Faris Band: 
The band, featuring artists and 
musicians and members of folk 
music groups in the kingdom, will 
perform various types of traditional 
local musical genres and songs.
Time: 8.15pm to 9pm

l July 11, 17, 18, 24, 25, 31, 
August 1, 7, 8, 14, 15

The Puppet Show: Puppet 
theatre specialist Ramadan Yousif 
presents a series of educational 
and entertaining shows inspired 
by local heritage, animal stories, 
adventures, folk tales and 
traditional games.
Time: 7pm to 7.20pm

l July 12, 19, 26, August 2, 9, 16
Magic Show: Bahraini artist Walid 
presents a series of magic tricks 
with comedy and fun for adults and 

children.
Time: 7pm to 7.20pm

l July 13, 20, 27, August 3, 10, 17
Police Music Band: The band will 
present a variety of musical shows 
that combine military music and 
traditional Bahraini music.
Time: 6.45pm to 7.30pm

l July 19
Maqamat Badi’ Al-Zaman Al-
Hamathani: Theatrical vignettes 

that combine comedic situations 
inspired by Arabian folklore and 
characters such as Abu Al-Fateh 
Al-Iskandari and Issa bin Hisham 
and others.
Minimum age: 10+
Time: 8pm to 9.30pm

l July 25, 26, 27
Zapin Dance: This celebrated 
Malaysian dance style was once 
performed for royal guests.
Time: 8.15pm to 9pm

SUMMER FESTIVAL

CITY Centre Bahrain has a 
football-themed stand at its Central 
Galleria to challenge shoppers 
with a fun commentator-style 
competition. 

Participants are asked to break 
the record of the longest ‘goal 
shout’ for a chance to win exciting 
instant prizes. 

Leaders will then be invited to 
strike the ball and aim at their 
favourite retailers’ logo to win 
instant prizes.

To participate, shoppers need to 
spend BD30 at the mall to receive 
their game coupon. 

In addition, visitors who spend 
BD50 will be eligible for exclusive 

football player mementos designed 
in the style of traditional Russian 
dolls with five otherwise identical 
figurines of descending size placed 
inside one another. 

There are eight designs 

to choose from, each one 
representing a different country 
and these limited-edition items will 
be offered on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Every week four lucky mall goers 
have been given a chance to win 
BD5,000 too. To enter the draw 
before Saturday, shoppers need 
to spend BD30 for which they will 
automatically get an ‘activation 
coupon’ offering the chance to 
win more prizes. Those spending 
within the sports category stores 
will double their chances. 

For details, visit www.facebook.
com/citycentrebahrain or www.
citycentrebahrain.com

Shoot for glory at the mall while you can



FOOTBALL fans in Bah-
rain have travelled to 
watch the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup live in Russia 
thanks to competition 
success. 

Alia Atiyani and Mo-
hammed Jassim Sabt 
picked up all-expenses 
paid, three-day trips and match tickets through a VIVA Bah-
rain social media promotion. Alia watched the Last 16 game 
between Colombia and England and Mohammed picked up 
tickets to one of the semi-final clashes.

And, Mohammed Qaid Al Zamzami also won an all-
expenses paid trip with a semi-final match day ticket, along 
with BD1,000 to cover any hotel accommodation expenses, 
through VIVA’s month-long promotion which gave cus-
tomers the chance to enter a raffle draw after purchasing a 
Hisense TV with VIVA device add-ons.

www.gulfweekly.com10 July 11 - 17, 2018

+973 1729 9192 / +973 17313189
www.gulfprojects.me

SocialScene
Why wait a month! Join Social Scene every week

In focus

ITHMAAR Bank has had its payment security standard cer-
tification renewed by assessor SISA Information Security. 
The purpose of the PCI-DSS is to protect card data from 
unauthorised users, including hackers and thieves, and by 
following this standard, banks can keep data confidential 
and secure, avoiding costly data breaches and protecting 
employees and customers.

The bank’s CEO Ahmed Abdul Rahim received the cer-
tification from SISA Information Security associate vice 
president- EMEA Office, Yogesh Dange, in the presence of 
the bank’s chief risk officer, Krishnan Hariharan, information 
security officer, Fatema Faraj, assistant general manager, 
head of information technology and administration, Yousif 
Alkhan, and information security and compliance manager, 
Rashed Ahmed Al Muawada. 

MOHAMED Ali Alshafey, Abathar Elghfari Hussain, Moham-
mad Abbas Almattar, Mohamed Ali Alansari and Ahmed 
Ismaeel Ahmed each won an iPhone X in a recent KFH-Bah-
rain credit card subscription promotion. 

THE Rotary Club of Ma-
nama conducted its first 
meeting for this term 
under its new president 
Chetan Bhatia. Outgo-
ing president Bob Thaker 
presented certificates of 
appreciation to members 
and represent-atives of the 
media for their support. 

During the past year RCM 
undertook 10 projects in 
the community, increased 
the membership by 10 per cent and won four awards at the 
Rotary District conference in Cyprus. 

Lucky winners

Human resources

Helping hands

Bourse bonus

Fond farewell 

THE first group of students studying the Advanced Level 7 Cer-
tificate in Human Resources, awarded by Chartered Institute of 
Personnel and Development (CIPD) - UK, has graduated at the 
Bahrain Institute of Banking and Finance (BIBF).

The certificates were distributed by Dr Ahmed Al Shaikh, di-
rector of the BIBF, to Mahdi Ali Alsamahiji, HR & admin manager 
of Al Futtaim Sons, Sama Al Alawi, director of HR at Ibdar Bank, 
Dareen Shawqi Al Shaikh, HR at BBK, Reem Ahmed Al bin Ali, HR 
manager at Ibdar Bank, Sharifa Adel Sharida, HR specialist at the 
Ministry of Health and Ali Adel Mohammed, HR manager of EFS.

PUPILS of St Christopher’s School has raised BD47,200 for chari-
ties across the globe in the past school year with the support of 
their families and the local community.

Its community service teams, led by Ellie Dawson (Primary 
School), and Anne Looker (Senior School), have overseen the 
initiatives. 

In Bahrain, donations have facilitated the purchase of medical 
equipment for the children’s oncology ward at Salmaniya Hos-
pital, provisions for migrant workers, and toys and collections 
for children in need.

Internationally, St Chris partnered with United World Schools, 
a UK-based charity, to initiate and develop three sustainable 
schools in Cambodia and Nepal. 

IN THE presence of Shaikh Khalifa bin Ebrahim Al-Khalifa, CEO 
of Bahrain Bourse and executive management members, the 
National Bank of Bahrain and Mubasher Financial Services 
recently signed an agreement to enable investors to trade on 
Bahrain Bourse online via its Bahrain Trade platform. 

The agreement was signed by the bank’s CEO Jean-Chris-
tophe Durand and GM of Mubasher Financial Services Zaid 
Aloul at Bahrain Bourse’s premises. 
l For more digitally-enhanced money matters see FinTech 
Focus: Page 7

Y.K. Almoayyed & Sons (YKA) bid farewell to three of its 
employees who recently retired after their long service with 
the company. Govinda Sawamy, supervisor at YKA Heavy 
Equipment Parts division completed more than 25 years, 
Manjunath Ganesh, service advisor at Renault Service Centre, 
completed more than 16 years and Bobby Kutty George, 
project executive at Almoayyed Furnishing completed more 
than nine years.

They were thanked for their perseverance, dedication and 
commitment and received a token of appreciation from man-
aging director, Mona Almoayyed, who was joined by Sonu 
Duggal, group manager HR & TQM, at the ceremony.



THERE are two big 
sporting questions 
we are facing this 

week, firstly who is 
going to win the FIFA 
World Cup Final and 
secondly, where is 
the best place to go to 
watch the action?

I took Kristian ‘The Voice 
of Sport’ with me to enjoy 
one of the quarter-finals at 
The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s 
stunning Masaya Pavilion 
which has been superbly 
transformed into the World 
Pavilion for the occasion.

As reported earlier in 
GulfWeekly, it’s now a soccer 
sanctuary with perfect sound 
and vision to welcome fans 
into a lap of luxury. And, you 
can’t settle down for a match 
without a good munch and 
the World Pavilion has come 
up trumps with a sizzling 
selection of snacks and side 
dishes to make the game a 
tasty triumph whatever the 
score.

This is comfort food at its 
best and to make sure the 
scene is perfectly set you 
can squish down on comfy 
sofas at the same time. This 
is like settling down in your 
living room with the added 
attraction of a stadium 
atmosphere.

A couple who lived in Seef 
had wandered over to the 
venue for the first time and 
joined us on our huge settee, 
the gent was a Brit and his 
wife came from Uruguay, 
and, although in the minority, 
she gave the large French 
contingent of fans in the 
venue fair competition on the 
cheering front.

With no favourite to follow 

in this particular tie, it was 
great just to settle down and 
watch the beautiful game 
unfold on the big screen 
and pile into the selection 
of fare we had picked from 
the special World Pavilion 
Menu.

First to arrive on the table 
was a bowl of Chicken 
Popcorn (BD4++) with 
a tantalising sweet chili 
sauce – about the only thing 
finding success this World 
Cup tournament with a South 
American twist!

Those little balls of fire 

really set the tone for 
some finger-licking fun, 
and although the good old 
USA may not have made 
it to Russia, the Hot Dog 
(BD3++), which we cut 
in half to share, made me 
think of the Independence 
Day BBQs the base boys 
must have enjoyed in recent 
days. A nice traditional 
combination of ketchup, 
mayo, mustard and relish 
added to the lip-smacking 
treat.

Although the table was 
set up with silver service 
knives and forks, they 
really weren’t necessary in 
the circumstances, as we 

dived into the six pieces of 
Chicken Wings (BD4++) 
before half-time dipping 
them automatically into the 
accompanying BBQ sauce.

Kristian ordered an extra 
plate of potato wedges (BD1) 
which really was not needed 
as the plates were piled full 
of French Fries in most cases 
but, feeling nostalgic and in 
support of the motherland 
and tonight’s big semi-
final clash against Croatia, 
I felt duty bound to order 
England’s favourite dish, 
Fish ’n’ Chips (BD5++).

I know it wasn’t cod or 
haddock but as I’ve said 
many times on this page, 

I’m more than happy with 
hammour. This was fried 
perfectly in finger-sized 
portions. 

Feeling decidedly guilty 
about this afternoon of over 
indulgence I tried to balance 
the moment with the House 
Salad (BD1++) a bowl full of 
crispy green goodness, with 
a tasty dressing to add to the 
calorie count, whoops!

On occasions it appeared a 
little fraught on the service 
side as on four occasions 
we were offered dishes we 
hadn’t ordered, but all the 
snacks were delivered to 
the table hot, which in the 
circumstances, having such 

a bustling crowd to cater for, 
the kitchen team should be 
congratulated on.

There is a plentiful supply 
of beverages available but, 
as I was driving home, I 
settled for a refreshing Virgin 
Mojito mocktail with lime, 
mint and soda at BD1.500++ 
the same price as Kristian’s 
cola.

Hector Vargas, outlets 
manager, has been delighted 
with the response to the 
changes made to the stunning 
octagon-shaped structure, 
which despite its grandeur 
has captured a homely vibe.

It’s a match made in 
heaven with a cleverly-
created, fabulously-priced 
menu destined to satisfy the 
mightiest of munchy hunger 
pains. At least you’ll go 
home full and satisfied even 
if the result doesn’t go your 
way. 

No expense has been 
spared on the technology 
used to deliver sharp images 
on 10 large screens and 
an additional two ‘mega 
screens’ with superb sound 
quality to match with English 
commentary where I was 
seated. 

One tip, go early to 
secure a good seat. Due 
to the expected crowds, 
reservations will be required 
for the lounge seating areas, 
specifically for the couches. 
The remaining seating areas 
will be at on a first come, 
first served basis.

The venue is open daily 
from 2pm to 2am, with 
free entry with a minimum 
spend of BD10 per person. 
For more information, dial 
17586499.

Ready for big match snacks
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SOFA FAR, SO GOOD: The World Pavilion experience offers star quality and a munching menu to match
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TALENTED teenager 
Sanah Kampani 
has staged her first 

photography exhibition 
showcasing nature and 
street art from around the 
world.

The well-travelled student, 
who lives in Saar, has spent the 
past three years focusing on 
nature, architecture, street art 
and other fascinating features 
that have caught her eye in 
Bahrain, India and across 
Europe.

Now feeling confident of 
her eclectic compilation of 
shapes, textures and colours, 
Sanah showcased her works in 
a three-day exhibition entitled 
‘In the Making’ at Bahrain Art 
Society’s hall near Lanterns 
Restaurant near Burgerland 
Roundabout, Budaiya.

The 17-year-old Indian expat 
who attends St Christopher’s 
School, said: “The turnout 
was excellent and the recent 
exhibition was extended for 
another day due to public 
demand.”

A large gathering of art 
lovers and supporters showed 
up on the opening, Sanah 
delivered a ‘show and tell’ 
tour of the images giving 
an explanation of how she 
composed each one.

“The photographs were 
grouped together to make a 
specific theme, for example, 
there was a collection of street 
photography as well as one 
highlighting nature. 

“The main aim was to get my 
name out in the community 
and improve my confidence 
as an artist. Photography is an 
art, therefore, it doesn’t do any 
good to keep it locked away on 
a hard drive. 

“The event also gave me an 
opportunity to connect with 
other artists.”

Sanah was inspired to pick 

up a camera by her grandfather 
and was soon bitten by the 
photography bug at the age 
of 15 when she completed a 
course in the London School 
of Photography, where she 
learned the basic methods 
of using a camera in manual 
mode. She was also taught 
different ways of capturing 

images such as using motion 
blur. 

“Photography has really 
given me a chance to see 
things differently and 
view things from many 
perspectives,” she said. 

“It has also allowed me to 
capture beautiful moments 
that I can revisit forever more. 

It gives me a chance to be 
creative and express myself.

“The motivation behind 
the exhibition has been my 
passion for telling stories 
through perceptible spaces. 
Professional photography is 
one of my plans but, whatever 
happens in the future, I am 
definitely going to continue 

Focussing on a world of many images
By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

IN THE FRAME: Budding photographer Sanah staged her first exhibition and plans to expand her portfolio with travels back to India over the summer holidays
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doing it as a hobby. 
“Photography itself is a 

very relaxing and enjoyable 
activity as well as allowing me 
to capture some of the most 
important moments of my life 
and preserve beautiful scenes.”

Sanah lives with her banker 
dad, Navneet, and mum, 
Meenakshi. She has an elder 

sister, Mehak, a lawyer who 
also loves producing art work. 
The family is ‘thrilled’ with 
her artistic expression and 
excited about her next series of 
photographs, concentrating on 
Indian culture.

Sanah said: “My parents 
loved the final presentation of 
the exhibition. 

“All the photos and frames 
had come out very well and 
they were very proud of my 
achievement. However, this 
has only been possible because 
of their support. 

“My sister also had helped 
me a lot as she herself is an 
artist. She had really enjoyed 
the exhibition and admired all 

my photos. My next project 
is going to be about Indian 
culture which will include a 
variety of street photography 
enabling me to capture 
different elements of the 
country. 

“This series is going to start 
during the summer holidays 
when I visit India.”

Focussing on a world of many images

IN THE FRAME: Budding photographer Sanah staged her first exhibition and plans to expand her portfolio with travels back to India over the summer holidays
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FACTS AT A GLANCE
Location: Lagoons Estates at the Riffa Views
Reference number: VI653
Sale price: BD315,000   

Reception Areas: 3
Bedrooms: 4 
Bathrooms: 4
Additional information: There is a gym for men 

and women and a communal swimming pool and 
Jacuzzi.
For more details, contact 17298210.

A four-bedroom 
family villa has 
been put up for 

sale on the popular 
Riffa View’s Lagoon 
Estate offering spacious 
accommodation and a 
lush landscaped garden.

The semi-furnished villa 
boasts, which has a total 
built-up area of 378sqm 
and a plot size of 580sqm 
features a sizable foyer 
and high quality finishings 
throughout.

There is a guest bedroom 
with an ensuite bathroom 
and a guest closet with vanity 
set on the ground floor. 
There is also a fully-fitted 
kitchen with a serving area 
and a laundry room. Both the 
spacious dining room and 
reception area leads out to 
the back garden and majlis. 

The first floor has a second 
foyer leading to a large 
terrace and three bedrooms. 
The master bedroom has a 
dressing area, as well as an 
ensuite bathroom with tub. 

The other two bedrooms 
have built-in wardrobes 
and there is also a family 
bathroom with a shower.

The backyard has been 
beautifully finished and there 
is a double carport and a 
handy outdoor kitchen for 
heavy-duty cooking. There is 
also a maid’s room.

In terms of amenities, the 
Riffa Views development 
features an 18-hole PGA 
championship Colin 
Montgomerie-designed 
course and a 9-hole 
executive golf course. 
Also closeby is a country 
club, a tennis facility, an 
international school and 
the Riffa Palms shopping 
area with cafes and a 
supermarket.

SIRE_ROVE_RESIDENCE_GDN_HP_18x26cm.pdf   1   5/2/18   5:20 PM

Villa with glorious lawn
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Education       Matters
An educational insight and comment by head teacher Chris Fenton

I RECENTLY heard 
an old fable from 
India but was rather 

concerned with the 
moral: a farmer walked 
through his field one 
cold winter morning. On 
the ground lay a snake, 
stiff and frozen with the 
cold. The farmer knew 
how deadly the snake 
could be, and yet he 
picked it up and put it to 
his chest to warm it back 
to life.

The snake was soon revived 
and when it had enough 
strength, bit the farmer who 
had been so kind to it. 

The bite was deadly and the 
farmer felt that he must die. 
As he drew his last breath, he 
said to those standing around 
him: ‘learn from my fate not 
to take pity on a scoundrel’.

The apparent moral to this 
story is that there are some 
who never change their 
nature, regardless of how 
good we behave with them 
or that we should always stay 
alert and keep our distance 

from those who only think 
about themselves.

Now, I don’t think that 
this is a particularly useful 
moral and certainly not an 
exact lesson to be giving to 
children and young adults, 
principally because most of 
them at some point will have 
made mistakes of their own 
and as such, can learn from 
them if we give them the 
opportunity to do so. 

I also think that snakes 
do what snakes do and the 
farmer was pretty stupid, I 
mean what did he expect?

Now, let’s look at the 
story from the snake’s 
point of view.  The snake 
is unconscious and close to 
death when it is picked up 
by what is effectively to it, a 
large predator.  

The predator keeps the 
snake alive, long enough 
for it to perceive danger and 
lash out in a bid to protect 
itself from harm or death, 
since this is what snakes are 
programmed to do.

Children and young adults 

can sometimes lash out like 
the snake did when they 
feel threatened, but they 
aren’t programmed to do 
it by nature, generally by 
circumstance.  Threats they 

perceive don’t generally 
come from physical threats 
but usually mental ones 
or societal ones but if we 
judge those who lash out in 
the same way the moral of 

this story tells us to do then 
what chance do they have if 
they never feel supported or 
are never given a chance to 
grow from the mistakes they 
make or the difficulties they 

experience in their lives?  
I read an excellent article 

by the BBC on this recently. 
Various senior people in 
the police force, Ofsted 
and social services all 
stated clearly that ‘problem 
children’ are usually victims 
of a family or a society that 
has let them down, so should 
we just ignore them when 
they lash out?   

The most vulnerable young 
adults are usually the last 
ones whose lives teachers 
and others know least about, 
yet they are often talked 
about the most.  

Their behaviours can be 
challenging and it can get 
frustrating but if schools 
were to focus on the reasons 
behind the behaviour rather 
than just focusing on the 
behaviour itself, in time 
undoubtedly the outbursts 
would reduce.

Lashing out, in whatever 
way, isn’t the problem, it 
is just the outcome of a 
problem that schools have a 
duty of care to investigate.

FILIPINOS from 
across the 
kingdom flocked to 

Adhari Park to celebrate 
their country’s 120th 
Independence Day with 
a tantalising talent show, 
tasty traditional bites 
and a plethora of prizes 
to be won.

The Kabayan Festival, 
which was organised by 
the Philippine Embassy 
in Bahrain in cooperation 
with the Western Union, 
the Filipino Community 
Group and Fuchsia Events & 
Management, featured a fun 
day for the entire family to 
enjoy full of entertainment, 
games and a market area 
consisting of Filipino food 
and other items for sale.

The celebration was 
inaugurated by a motorcade 
with ambassador Alfonso A 
Ver and his wife rolling into 
the venue waving their flag 
proudly alongside motorcycle 
enthusiasts, as well as event 
chairman Elpidio Quitevi and 
other members.

Ambassador Alfonso said: 
“The Kabayan Festival is the 
culmination of a month-long 
commemoration of Philippine 
Independence month. The 
different activities included 
socio-civic community events 
and that was highlighted by 
a flag-raising ceremony at 
the Philippine Embassy on 
June 12. 

“Activities like these bring 
the Filipino community 

closer as they reflect on the 
sacrifices of their forefathers 
and now they are the new 
heroes that fight their own 
struggles every day towards 
the attainment of their goals 
for their families, themselves 
and the Philippines.”

Around 2,000 kabayans 
(which means fellow 
Filipinos) gathered at the 

brightly decorated venue. 
Free medical check-ups were 
provided by KIMS Bahrain 
Medical Centre and members 
of the Philippine Nursing 
Association, as well as snacks 
and drinks provided by 
parents from St Christopher’s 
School. 

A huge hall was allocated 
to exclusively sell authentic 
cuisine as well as clothing 
and accessories. There 
were also booths providing 

real estate investment 
opportunities and 
government-related services 
such as an absentee voting 
registration desk.

As people shopped around, 
others gathered to watch 
a talent show boasting 
performances by dance 
crews, singers and bands 
showcasing their skills. The 
audience then participated 
in a series of games and 
activities followed by a 

presentation of the final 
candidates of the Miss Mutya 
ng Pilipinas beauty pageant 
and a raffle draw. 

Elpidio said: “I roamed 
around talking to booth 
holders, guests and service 
providers and all seemed 
happy with stomachs full 
and a few singing away with 
raffle prizes won.”

The occasion ended with a 
captivating performance by 
Tawag ng Tanghalan singing 

competition finalist Eumee 
Capile and star attraction 
Sheng Belmonte.

Leslie Arlen Garduque, 
managing director of public 
relation and events company 
Media Circuit, said: “The 
event made me feel like I 
was back home. It’s always 
nice to have a taste of our 
home country, to somehow 
feel connected to our families 
even when we are miles away 
from home.”

Filipino fun in the park
LocalNews

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

WELCOMING ADDRESS: Ambassador Alfonso and, right, stalls and activities at the event



www.gulfweekly.com16 July 11 - 17, 2018

THE OLDEST, MOST 
ESTABLISHED 
TRAVEL TRADE 
PUBLICATION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Your daily dose of the latest TRAVEL AnD TouRISM nEwS 
delivered to your inbox everyday

Sign up today! www.ttnworldwide.com/NewsletterSubscription

Southgate effect has style
FOOTBALL 

continues to score 
in the world of 

fashion with an iconic 
waistcoat becoming 
the latest must wear 
accessory inspired by 
England coach Gareth 
Southgate.

It started, as reported 
in FashionWeekly, with 
Nigeria’s zigzag kit being 
snapped up from stores across 
the globe, but who could 
have imagined that one of 
the few articles of clothing 
whose origin historians can 
date precisely would make a 
comeback in extra time.

King Charles II of England 
introduced the waistcoat as 
a part of correct dress after 
the Restoration of the British 
monarchy in 1660. It was 
derived from the vests seen by 
English visitors to the Middle 
East. 

British retaliler Marks and 
Spencer, the official suit 
supplier of the England team, 
has reported a 35 per cent 
increase in waistcoat sales 
since the World Cup Finals 
in Russia started and have 
dubbed it ‘The Southgate 
Effect’.

The 47-year-old coach 
favours a well-tailored three-
piece suit on the touchline 
and is often seen shedding 
the jacket to reveal a single-
breasted waistcoat which 
is now his lucky garment 
following England’s 
staggering success in reaching 
tonight’s semi-final.

The navy wool waistcoat, 
which can be snapped up 
from Marks & Spencer’s 
official Football Association 
Collection for £65, is part of 
the three-piece suit designed 
for this year’s team priced at 
£264. 

It’s crafted from pure merino 
wool woven by the Alfred 
Brown mill in Yorkshire, 
which also supplied the fabric 
for England’s 2014 World 
Cup suits and for the Team 
GB uniform for the 2012 
London Olympics. The suit 
has a gold star embroidered 
on the inside pocket as a 
memento to England’s 1966 
World Cup win, a jacquard 
football lining, and red, white 
and blue trims.

Apparently, the British 
multinational retailer isn’t 
the only brand that’s noticed 
a surge as eBay, an online 
auction and shopping website, 
has also reported a 25 per 

cent increase in searches 
for waistcoats and tailoring 
label TM Lewin tweeted that 
sales of the piece were ‘going 
through the stadium roof’.

In terms of colours, navy has 

piqued the most interest as 
it’s the favoured shade of the 
England coach.

Although Gareth has 
brought new life to the 
waistcoat, especially as fans 

always want to emulate their 
idols, it is understandable 
why this would be his item 
of choice. The garment is 
known for framing the body 
to positive effect and it’s an 

easy way of smartening up an 
outfit as well as elevating the 
shirt.

My husband, Sam, has been 
a trendsetter for years, colour 
blocking and changing up his 
looks simply with the addition 
of a waistcoat over trousers or 
denim in grey, charcoal, black 
or Gareth’s favourite - navy. 
He either pairs it with a tie or 
leaves his shirt collar open for 
a more casual appeal. 

George Hilton, a wardrobe 
consultant at Hilton Bespoke 
which is located in Zinj, 
Manama and Juffair, with 
plans to open up in the 
Diplomatic area too, believes 
the waistcoat has always 
remained a staple favourite 
for many customers.

He said: “Certainly what’s 
happening in the World Cup 
right now is turning into a 
trend and because of it, people 
are noticing the waistcoat 
more than before. However, I 
have had many clients coming 
into our stores from way back 
when.

“The item received a big 
boost in recent years from 
another former footballer. 
People often handed me 
images of David Beckham 
because he often wears three-
piece suits and waistcoats and 
he remains a fashion icon.

“That being said, sales have 
always been regular. Men 
love the waistcoat because 
of its slimming effect, in my 
opinion. Men like to dress 
up in a three-piece because it 
looks stylish particularly for 
special occasions. 

“Nowadays they also like 
combining different coloured 
vests to create a more elegant 
and dapper look.”

Ladies are also long-time 
supporters of the fashion 
trend. Designers such as 
Prada, Céline and Tom Ford 
have featured the style in their 
spring/summer 2018 catwalks.  
This latest waistcoat revival 
is office-appropriate - either 
worn fitted over fine knitwear 
or longer in length and teamed 
with trousers or a midi skirt. 

This season, both Chloé and 
Victoria Beckham offered 
different versions of it while 
Stella McCartney displayed 
both denim and grey-tailored 
versions for autumn/winter 
2018. David’s former Spice 
Girl wife styles hers with 
matching pinstripe trousers.

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

FASHION

COOL COACH: Gareth wearing his lucky waistcoat and, below, Sam and Victoria



17www.gulfweekly.com

WIN COFFEE-FOR-TWO at crust & crema by answering this quiz question and emailing your answer to editor@gulfweekly.com
Dark roast coffees have less caffeine than lighter roasts. a) True  b) False
Entries must be received by noon on Sunday. The first correct one opened will be emailed a coupon. Normal GulfWeekly contest rules 
apply. The Editor’s decision is final.

Quiz winner: Santayan Roy won a cup 
of coffee by correctly answering that 
a) true, when you add milk to coffee, it 
weakens the effects of caffeine.

July 11 - 17, 2018

Shilpa.indd   1 02/11/2009   15:08

crust & crema
cerebrally

TimeOut

DOWN
1. Container (10)
2. Yawning (5)
3. Yard (4)
4. Address (6)
5. Perpetual (8)
6. Paramount (7)
11. Kindness (10)
13. Doomed (3-5)
14. Stifle (7)
16. Prestige (6)
17. Trite (5)
20. Quarrel (4)

crossword break

darn tough sudoku So you think you’re good enough at Sudoku to crack this baby?  Remember, we were the first in 
the Gulf to bring you this bit of Japanese mayhem...so we don’t kid around

who, what,  
where, when
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4 9 5
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9 2
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7 4
1 2 3
5

9

6 8

8 6
4 7 5
9

2

3 1
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2 8 4
9

7

5 1

1 2
7 5 9
3

8

4 6

4 9
1 6 3
7

5

2 8

7 5
1 2 8
3
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9 4

4 2
9 7 6
1

3

8 5

9 1
3 4 5
6

8

2 7
3 1

4 5 2
7
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6 9

9 4
8 6 1
2

7

5 3

5 6
7 3 9
4

2

1 8
1 7

2 8 3
9
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4 6

3 8
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4

2 7
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9

8 3

3 1
9 8 6
7
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4 5

8 7
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5
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3

1
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Darn Tough SudokuLast week’s sudoku

darn tough sudoku

Su
do

ku

     Solutions in next week’s issue.

Su
do

ku

CROSSWORD BREAK:
Across:  1 Brought up; 8 
Own; 9 Imprecation;  
11 Breathe; 12 Ample; 13 
Animal; 15 Rescue;  
17 Idiot; 18 Abscond; 20 
Assiduously; 22 Dot;  
23 Stratagem.
Down: 2 Rim; 3 Greet; 4 
Travel; 5 Primate;  
6 Conspicuous; 7 In the 
lead; 10 Precipitate;  
11 Beatitude; 14 Attests; 16 
Larder; 19 Short;  
21 Lie.
JUST SO: The plot thick-
ens, Join the club, Come a 
full circle, Full of beans.
WHO, WHAT, WHERE, 
WHEN: 
Ray Milland; Guy Mitchell 
and Tommy Steele; Surrey; 
1836; Jean-Luc Godard; 
Theodore Roosevelt; 
Germany; 1926.

WHO ... is the leader of the Mechanicals in 
Shakespeare’s play A Midsummer Night’s Dream?
WHAT ... is the capital of the Kingdom of Jordan? 
WHERE ... in England is the town of Oakham?
WHEN ... did the English ballerina Alicia Markova 
die?
WHO ... stars as Dr Meredith Grey in the US  
television series Grey’s Anatomy?
WHAT ... novel by Charles Dickens features the 
character Poll Sweedlepipe? 
WHERE ... in Africa was Kwame Nkrumah the 
President from 1960-66?
WHEN ... did the New Zealand rugby union player 
Andy Haden win his last cap, against Argentina?

Last Week’s 
Leisure Solutions

just so

3

7 9
3 9 8
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1
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3
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8
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4
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6

4
7
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2
4

3 1
1 2
3

4
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6 5

7 6
8
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7

1
9 6

3
1

4

2 9
5

7

ACROSS

7. Keen (5)
8. Obtain (7)
9. Atone (7)
10. Shoot (5)
12. Footpad (10)
15. Entangle (10)
18. Additional (5)
19. Sword (7)
21. Go before (7)
22. Banquet (5)



ROTARY Club of Salmaniya 
recently held its business 
meeting at the Golden 
Tulip Hotel. The meeting 
allowed the new president, 
Shaikh Abdulla bin Khalid Al 
Khalifa, to introduce the new 
board for 2018/19. 

The club will be focusing 
on environmental projects 
and socially important 
issues in our community. 
The board members, 
namely President - Shaikh 
Abdulla, Vice President - 
Osama Muein, President 
Elect - Seema Baqi, 
Secretary - Akram Hage, 
Club Services - Faisal 
Juma, Community Services 
- Mohamed Al Khaja, 
Treasurer - Ashraf Obied, 
Sergeant at Arms - Andrew 
Petty, Immediate Past 

President - Yusuf Fakhro, 
International Services - 
Viren Bhatia, Vocational 
Services - Costas Demou 
and General Services - 
Hassan Al Mansoor, will 
create committees to help 
them complete their tasks.

The board members are all 
ready and excited about the 
challenges ahead.

Regards,
Faisal, on behalf of the 

Rotary Club of Salmaniya.

THANK you and your team 
for your excellent coverage 
of my upcoming cookbook in 
GulfWeekly. 

This positive exposure will 
definitely help me launch 
my book successfully. As a 
budding writer and one of 
the smaller entrepreneurs 

I’m really grateful for your 
willingness to include the 
article. Kindly extend my 
thanks to everyone involved.

Best Regards,
Mubina Maqbool, 

Bahrain.

WITH reference to last 
week’s cover story on my 
career to date in Hollywood. 
Thank you so much for 
the beautiful feature. I am 
grateful. Hopefully, the next 
time you hear about me it 
will be about a feature film! 

Ali Salam, Hollywood. 

IT’S getting so hot outside to 
go for a morning run that a 
neighbour suggested that I 
popped down to City Centre 
Bahrain for an exercise 
session.

She told me about the free 
fitness training programme 
called City Walkers and 
that it had a new up-beat 
‘Wednesday music session’ 
which she described as 
great fun.

I dropped by to join in a 
workout session hosted by 
fitness professionals. It ran 
for 60 minutes and included 
warm-up, stretching, cool 
down periods and a mix 
of lunges, push-ups, high 
jumps, plank, pulsating and 
partial squats, mountain 
climbers, side lunges, star 
jumps, get ups, crucifix 
push, wide push and more.

It was exhausting but she 
was right, it was fun and 
there were people of all 
ages and sizes taking part!

Claire, a newcomer to 
Bahrain.

l Editor’s note: City 
Walkers takes place three 
times a week - every 
Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday, from 9am 
to 10am. To join in, you 
simply have to register at 
the customer service desk 
on the ground floor, at City 
Centre Bahrain, and can 
immediately start training at 
the mall’s central galleria.
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Call us!
3844 7588 Helpline

Visit us!
American Mission 

Hospital

Ladies, are being hurt? Or abused?

Help is available.
(domestic violence 
or sexual violence)

Open 24 hours. Free and confidential. All women welcome.

WCCI_4x2_GDN.pdf   1   6/28/16   12:10 PM

Follow Stan on Twitter @stanszecowka
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You don’t know me; I know you, I know  
what’s being said about you. I’m the  
‘whisperer’. I am socially mobile: Arab, Brit,  
Indian, Pakistani, American and the rest, they all  
invite me and share their world with me. Not  
much gets past me but if you think it may have  
done, email me on . . .

...editor@gulfweekly.com

‘AND te tide and 
te time þat tu 
iboren were, schal 
beon iblescet’

Yup that makes 
absolutely no 
sense to me 
either but it’s pre-
English language 
and is the first 
literal use of ‘time 
stands still for no 
man’.

Unfortunately, 
time has stood 
still for several 
months at the 
iconic clock 
roundabout 
on Exhibitions 
Avenue in Hoora.

The mystery, however, is how did two of its faces stop 
at a different time? Unless, someone is determined on 
winding up the Whisperer!

I TRULY feel that there 
is no individual more 
stuck in the clutches of 
consumerism than myself. 

At my home, each quick 
tidying around becomes a 
stark realisation of what is 
potentially a less than ideal 
relationship with physical 
things. 

We all have possessions 
that we might feel we can’t 
live without. It could be a 
treasured collection, a gift 
from a special someone 
or items one considers an 
extension of one’s identity. 

It could be belongings 
leftover from your 
childhood, that because 
of the memories these 
can evoke, you wish to 
hold onto. However, if 
you, like me, have multiple 
pieces of an item when 
just one would suffice, or 
you can’t seem to let go 
of something in the false 
belief that it might be useful 
someday, then perhaps  
it’s time to start questioning 
if you have fallen prey to 
the consumerist society we 
live in today.

It’s not only adverts 
coaxing us into believing 
we want things we do not 
necessarily need, but trips 
to the shopping mall have 
become sort of a pastime.

 It is only recently that I 
discovered that many of 
my belongings are things I 
could easily do without. 

I have, over the years, 
mindlessly accumulated 
tons of items on sadly 
very frequent excursions 
to the shops, perhaps in a 
bid to experience positive 
emotion. Now that that has 
been brought to my notice, 
and because I’d prefer 
things differently, I can take 
steps at becoming more 
careful of what I have and 
what I buy. 

 I fully recognise how 
lucky I am to have this 

problem, if you can call it 
that, of owning too much 
stuff that it becomes a 
nuisance. But I feel even 
luckier for being aware of 
such spending habits.  

De-cluttering, therefore, 
becomes a necessity not 
only as a means of getting 
rid of excess, but also as a 
way towards more mindful 
living. 

I am especially intrigued 
by the concept of owning 
less not in order to attain 
material freedom but as 
a means of being better 
able to care for the things 
that do add value to your 
life. 

It also serves as a gentle 
reminder that the best 
things in life to spend on 
are experiences … and not 
things. 

Youth 
Talk 
By 
Sarah Belal

FOOTBALL is coming 
home. The chorus of 
the song ‘Three Lions’ is 
currently England’s national 
anthem, it’s being played 
and chanted from trains, 
buses, cars and buildings 
across the land (and the 
GulfWeekly editor’s office in 
Manama). 

Memes are bombarding 
the internet, even being 
dubbed over Friends clips 
to scenes from The Matrix, 
even Alexa knows what it is. 

Football fever even made 
it as far as Windsor Castle, 
with the changing of the 
guard performing to the 
tune.

In my recent column, I 
was exceptionally cynical of 
England getting anywhere in 
this year’s FIFA World Cup, 
forever being the perennial 
underachievers, I 
stated many things 
I would rather do 
then watch another 
England game. 

My experiences of 
watching England 
over the years, 
have been mainly 
of disappointment 
so I was reluctant to 
put myself through 
further anguish by 
watching them this 
time round. 

They didn’t bring football 
home from the World Cup 
in Argentina 1978, Spain 
1982. Mexico 1986, in 
France ’98, Euro 2000 or 
the World Cup in Japan/
Korea 2002 and again in 
2004, Germany in 2006, 
South Africa in 2010, the 
Euros in 2012 and Brazil in 
2014. 

More youthful supporters 
haven’t shared these 
experiences and haven’t 
my scepticism, most of the 
English players weren’t 
even born when England 
last reached a World Cup 
semi-final at Italia 90, 28 

years ago. 
It has been a staggering 

52 years since England won 
the World Cup.

But I crept out from under 
the sofa, decided to be 
patriotic once more, mainly 
for the sake of my two sons, 
and watch England play. 

It took England a painfully 
long tome to win against 
Tunisia, they did get six 
past Panama, but they 
have a population half the 
size of London. But they 
did it. Then, unbelievably 
Southgate’s side 
triumphantly won against 
Sweden in the quarter-final, 
playing football that was 
entertaining to watch. 

At the final whistle of the 
Sweden game, an ecstatic 
coach pumped the air to 
‘All you need is Love’ and 

there is so much to 
love about this new 
England team, with 
superb team spirit and 
enormous character, 
it is amazing how far 
that can take you.

It may well 
end in tears and 
disappointment but 
whilst we can, enjoy 
the ride, let’s hope 
and cheer, because 
just maybe football is 
coming home after all.

Ellissa’s 
island life
An expat wife, 
mother, artist 
and runner

BAKING queen 
Mubina Maqbool, 
who has been 

dishing out goodies 
across the kingdom for 
almost a decade, is now 
whipping up a cook book 
so that she can share 
her tips and tricks and 
signature recipes.

The Indian mother-of-two 
who lives in West Riffa 
started on her culinary 
journey nine years ago when 
she founded her dessert 
business Melting Moments.

She is now busy preserving 
her delicious discoveries into 
a 130-page publication called 
All Things Sweet with the 
aim of helping novice bakers 
succeed in dishing up their 
own delights.

Mubina said: “The aim of 
this book is to turn the most 
reluctant novice into the 
keenest baker and to help 
practicing bakers step up their 
game. 

“The cookbook I’m aiming 
to publish is the culmination 
of all my baking experiences 
- learning through numerous 
trials and errors, coupled with 
the right approach, has helped 
in my quest to create moist, 
delicious bakes with great 
texture. 

“It’s been an exciting 
journey trying new cake 
flavours, tasting from the best 
patisseries and recreating 
them in my own kitchen with 
reckless abandonment.”

She has come across many 
friends and acquaintances 
who, despite having a 
penchant for baking, have 
been too scared to step into 
the arena for fear of not rising 
to the occasion. 

“This got me into 
conducting baking workshops 
and writing this book,” 
explained Mubina. “Baking 
is fun and easy but can be 
undeniably daunting for a 
few. I hope this book helps 
them.”

Each cake, tart or dessert is 
accompanied by professional 

images by artistic food 
stylist and popular food 
photographer Ali Taleb and 
the chapters include step-by-
step recipes for breakfasts, 
tea-time treats and sweets for 
celebrations and soirees. 

According to Mubina, easy 
to understand tables on metric 
and imperial measurements 
and an oven temperature 
conversion table, will guide 
readers to achieve their 
desired results, alongside ‘tips 
and tricks’. 

“This book aims at teaching 
you everything you need 
to know and provide you 
with the surefire way to get 
it perfect every time,” she 
added. “The bakes will delight 
even the most discriminating 
baking connoisseur and help 
light up festive occasions.

“I want people to learn how 
to bake at home to promote 
healthy eating - bakes and 
desserts made from scratch 
without any artificial flavours 
or preservatives.”

Mubina, who holds a 
Master’s degree in human 
resources and marketing and 
worked in that field for a few 
years, took a break from that 
career path to establish her 
baking business.

It all started when Mubina 
was looking for a guitar-
shaped cake for her son, 
Mohammed Rahil, who at the 
time was celebrating his third 
birthday. She said: “We went 
out looking for one but didn’t 
find anything that we liked so 
I decided to bake and design 
one myself.”

Everyone at his party was 
impressed by its design and 
taste and soon people started 

requesting that she make them 
cakes for parties and special 
occasions too. News quickly 
passed through word-of-
mouth and Melting Moments 
was born. 

She even baked a cake for 
a member of Bahrain’s royal 
family and recently created a 
themed delight for Bahrain 
TV’s Eid celebratory show.

Mubina has always loved 
baking and challenging 
herself ever since she was a 
little girl. At the age of eight 
she would flip through cook 
books and experiment with 
recipes to bake and share with 
her loved ones.

Her signature desserts 
are made of chocolate, red 
velvet, tres leche and carrot. 
She draws inspiration from 
other entrepreneurs as well 
as her family, including her 
husband Dr Maqbool, a chief 
resident in the cardio-thoracic 
department at MKCC, BDF, 
her daughter Mehnaz, 15, and 
son, Mohammed, now aged 
11, both British School of 
Bahrain students.

She said: “My family is 
very encouraging. My kids 
keep egging me on to try new 
recipes and I will do anything 
to put big grins on their 
faces.”

Mubina is putting the 
finishing touches to her cook 
book and is hoping to find a 
publisher, although she may 
decide on a self-publishing 
route. Her aim is to launch it 
by September. It is currently 
being designed by art expert 
Zahra Salman and should 
be available at popular 
bookstores in Bahrain, as well 
as online.
l For details, find out more 
on her social media Instagram 
account @meltingmomentss.
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Sweet subject covered
By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

BEAUTIFUL BAKING: Mubina and, below, some of the goodies featured in the book

Photographs: Ali Taleb
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Movie-loving Kristian Harrison checks out the big screen releases on show in a cinema near you

July 11 - 17, 2018

Current 
Position Title

Weekend 
Takings

Gross  
to date

 1 Ant-Man and the Wasp  $76M $76M

2 Incredibles 2 $29M $504M 

3
Jurassic World: Fallen 
Kingdom $29M $333M 

4 The First Purge $17M $31M 

5 Sicario: Day of the Soldado $7M $35M 

6 Uncle Drew $7M $30M 

7 Ocean’s Eight $5M $127M 

8 Tag $3M $48M

9 Won’t You Be My Neighbour? $3M $12M 

10 Deadpool 2 $2M $315M

  imdb movie charts

Bite-sized trailer
Ocean’s Eight   

DIRECTOR: Gary Ross

CAST:  Sandra Bullock, Cate 
Blanchett, Anne Hathaway

PLOT: Danny Ocean’s estranged 
sister Debbie attempts to pull off the 
heist of the century at New York City’s 
star-studded annual Met Gala. Her 
first stop is to assemble the perfect 
all-female crew: Lou, Rose, Daphne 
Kluger, Nine Ball, Tammy, Amita, and 
Constance.

SHOWING IN:  City Centre, Juffair, The Avenues, Seef I & II, 
Saar, Dana, Wadi Al Sail, Seef Muharraq, The Walk

ANT-MAN was never quite 
the superhero outing for 
style and bombast, but 

what the first film, and now the 
sequel, do have, is a bucket load 
of charm and personality. 

There’s an offbeat humour to the zippy 
energy radiating from every scene. It’s 
a smidge longer than its predecessor, 
but somehow feels tighter and more 
confident in its execution - a rare feat for 
a sequel.

Let’s get this out of the way up front: 
If you’re hoping that Ant-Man and The 
Wasp will answer all your lingering 
Infinity War questions, you’d better 
temper your expectations now. This one 
takes place in the aftermath of Captain 
America: Civil War, with our diminutive 
hero Scott Lang (Paul Rudd) under 
house arrest following his shenanigans 
in Germany with Cap and the gang.

But that doesn’t mean Ant-Man and 
The Wasp is divorced from everything 
else that’s happening in the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe; while the sequel 
succeeds in telling a refreshingly 
self-contained story, it’s clear that the 
discoveries revealed here will play an 
integral role in Avengers 4 and beyond. 

The key characteristic that Ant-Man 
and The Wasp shares with the rest of the 
films in Marvel’s Cinematic Universe is 
a focus on family, whether that means 
your blood relatives or the tribe you 
form for yourself.

While Hank Pym (Michael Douglas) 
and Hope van Dyne (Evangeline Lilly) 
are willing to go to any lengths to reunite 
with their family’s long-lost matriarch, 
Janet (Michelle Pfeiffer, who’s radiant 
but underutilised), Scott’s top priority is 
setting a good example for his daughter 
Cassie and making sure that he’s around 

to see her grow up.
The first Ant-Man is arguably the 

lightest of the MCU movies in both plot 
and tone, and the sequel has a similar 
playfulness. It wholeheartedly embraces 
the inherent ridiculousness of Scott’s 
powers and the predicaments he often 
finds himself in - mostly by staging 
some of the most inventive action scenes 
attempted in any movie franchise, not 
just Marvel’s.

One area of the movie that could’ve 
used a little more creativity is the 
Quantum Realm – the microscopic 
alternate dimension where Janet van 
Dyne has apparently been trapped for 
decades. After the psychedelic beauty 
of Doctor Strange, the trippy subatomic 
landscape feels a tad underwhelming.

Although it ventures further away from 
Marvel’s traditional villain formula than 
any film before it, after the universal 
threat posed by Thanos in Infinity War 
it’s actually a relief that Ant-Man and 
The Wasp keeps its stakes personal, 
rather than galactic. Even so, it still 
makes sure to never undermine the 
gravity of what its heroes are fighting 
for.

However, Walton Goggins’ slimy 
Sonny Burch feels superfluous - the 
actor’s got charisma to spare, but 

Sonny seems to exist solely to create 
roadblocks whenever our heroes look 
like they might complete their mission 
too easily, without the script ever 
really justifying his presence. On the 
other hand, his convenient appearances 
do facilitate some of the film’s most 
hilarious moments, so it’s hard to 
completely hold those plot contrivances 
against him.

Luckily, for anyone who was frustrated 
with Hope’s supporting role in the 
first film (and complete absence from 
Civil War), Ant-Man and The Wasp 
truly gives equal weight to both of its 
titular heroes; Scott is still our POV 
character, but Hope provides the film’s 
momentum, as her drive to rescue her 
lost mother gives the story its emotional 
heft and provides plenty of standout 
moments for Lilly, from Wasp’s kinetic 
fight sequences to her swagger in 
dealing with Burch.

Boasting some of the most creative 
action scenes and finely-calibrated 
comedy in the Marvel universe so far, 
Ant-Man and The Wasp doesn’t reinvent 
the wheel, but it certainly knows how to 
make the ride even more fun. 

After the doom and gloom of Infinity 
War, this savvy sequel is a welcome 
change of pace, and a reminder that the 
MCU is malleable enough to tackle just 
about any genre and tone without losing 
its sense of identity. Needless to say, 
I’m already eagerly ant-icipating Ant-
Man and the Wasp’s next outing which 
will no doubt have a sting in its (pun 
intended) tale!
l Showing in: Cineco, Seef II, Saar, 
Wadi Al Sail

Anticipating glory
STARRING: Paul Rudd, Evangeline 
Lilly, Michael Douglas

DIRECTOR: Peyton Reed

GENRE: Superhero 

RATING: 12

RUNTIME: 118 Mins

ANT-MAN AND THE WASP 

1 popcorn – stay home 
5 popcorns – start queuing

KRISTIAN’S VERDICT

Film     Weekly

Incredibles 2   

DIRECTOR: Brad Bird

CAST:  Craig T. Nelson, Holly Hunter, 
Sarah Vowell

PLOT: While the Parr family has 
accepted its collective calling as 
superheroes, the fact remains 
that their special heroism is still 
illegal. After they are arrested after 
unsuccessfully trying to stop the 
Underminer, their future seems 
bleak. However, the wealthy Deavor siblings of Devtech 
offer new hope with a bold project to rehabilitate the public 
image and legal status of Supers, with Elastigirl being 
assigned on point to be the shining example. 

SHOWING IN:  City Centre, Juffair, The Avenues, Seef II, 
Saar, Dana, Wadi Al Sail, Seef Muharraq, The Walk

Escape Plan 2: Hades

DIRECTOR: Steven C. Miller

CAST:  Sylvester Stallone, Dave 
Bautista, Xiaoming Huang  

PLOT:  Ray Breslin manages an elite 
team of security specialists trained in 
the art of breaking people out of the 
world’s most impenetrable prisons. 
When his most trusted operative, 
Shu Ren, is kidnapped and 
disappears inside the most elaborate 
prison ever built, entirely computerised and constantly 
changing shape, Ray must track him down with the help of 
some of his former friends. 

SHOWING IN:  City Centre, The Avenues, Seef I & II, Saar, 
Dana, Wadi Al Sail, Seef Muharraq
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THE spirit of giving 
is continuing at 
Al Haddad Motors 

until Eid Al-Adha with 
the company offering 
its customers exclusive 
deals on the whole range 
of Mercedes-Benz new 
and pre-owned models. 

The Tubli-based dealership 
is also offering a five-year 
warranty with unlimited 
mileage for the first time, 
as well as a Star Gift Pack 
offering the choice between 
receiving ceramic paint 
protection, window tinting or 
Mercedes-Benz Accessories. 

In addition to this, there 
is an opportunity to choose 
between either a five-year 
service select plan or tailored 
on-road packages. 

Anyone visiting the 
Mercedes-Benz certified pre-
owned showroom will receive 
a BD1,000 voucher off any of 
the vehicles, as well as an Eid 
gift of up to five-year service 
select plan and remainder of 
five-year warranty. 

All pre-owned vehicles have 
been thoroughly checked 
inside and out, under the 
bonnet and on the road by 
a specialist Mercedes-Benz 
technician. The signed multi-
point checklist ensures that 
each vehicle has undergone 

thorough testing and comes 
with a complete service 
history record. 

The news comes at a 
time of celebration for the 
marque, as it has just posted 

the strongest-selling quarter 
in the company’s history. 
From April to June, 594,528 
customers received their new 
Mercedes-Benz (+1.9 per 
cent). As a result, Mercedes-
Benz sold more vehicles than 
ever before in a half-year 
period.

Since the beginning of the 
year, 1,188,832 cars with 
the three-pointed star were 
delivered to customers all 
over the world. Unit sales 
were 3.9 per cent higher than 
in the previous highest first 
half-year in 2017. In the first 
six months, Mercedes-Benz 

was the premium brand with 
the most new registrations in 
several global markets.

As for the future, the launch 
of the new C-Class is rolling 
out worldwide, accompanied 
by an international campaign 
titled ‘never stop improving.’ 

Judging by the warm-

hearted Eid to Eid gesture in 
Bahrain, it appears that the 
marque is proving the point.

For more information, 
visit the Al Haddad Motors 
showroom in Tubli, call 
17785454 or visit www.
bahrain.mercedesbenzme.
com

The spirit of giving goes on

DRIVERS have been issued 
advice on what to do and how 
to stay safe should they ever 
encounter a wrong-way driver.

The first thing to do is slow 
down and safely move as far 
right, away from the wrong-
way driver, as possible. If it 
can be avoided, do not slam on 
the brakes, especially if there 
is a car driving behind you.

Avoid swerving into other 
lanes or off the road if 
possible.

In an attempt to try to 
alert the wrong-way driver, 
motorists should honk their 
horn, flash their headlights and 
switch on their hazard lights.

“It’s possible that you may 
be able to get the driver’s 
attention and make them 
aware that they are travelling 
in the wrong direction,” a 
road safety expert said.

Call 999 as soon as it is 

safe to do so to report the 
wrong-way driver. Be sure 
to give your exact location, 
including direction of travel 
and the closest highway exit. 
If you’re able to, providing a 
description of the car will help 
police track it down.

Never turn around and 
follow the wrong-way driver.

After midnight, police 
encourages drivers to travel 
in the far right lane. Wrong-
way drivers often travel in 
the left lane, thinking it’s the 
right lane for their direction of 
travel. 

“Please remember, not all 
wrong-way drivers are under 
the influence,” the spokesman 
added. 

“Some wrong-way drivers 
may be experiencing a 
medical emergency, while 
others may be disoriented or 
confused by signage.”

THE future of car 
development could turn into 
a ‘weight race’ as opposed 
to a ‘power race’, according 
to the chief of a motoring 
marque partly-owned by 
Bahrain’s sovereign wealth 
fund, Mumtalakat.

During a keynote speech 
to automotive leaders and 
policy makers at an industry 
summit in London, Mike 
Flewitt, CEO of McLaren 
Automotive, said car-
makers and governments 
need to work hand-in-hand 
to develop the synergies 
between future powertrain 
development and the clever 
use of lighter materials.

It will help save weight and, 
therefore, reduce the energy 
needed to power them, he 
said, as car companies look 
to address green concerns. 
He added: “We now have a 
fantastic opportunity to be at 
the very forefront of a new 
automotive ‘weight race’ that 

can help achieve increasingly 
tough environmental targets. 

“While McLaren has a long 
history in using lightweight 
materials to boost vehicle 
performance, it’s something 
we are also heavily investing 
in as part of our future. 

“It is clear to us that to be 
successful in light-weighting, 
industry and government 
need to continue to work 
closely to ensure we all 
capitalise on the benefits 
for the sector and for 
vehicle owners who will 
increasingly demand more 
efficient products that deliver 

the driving attributes they 
expect.”

While McLaren 
Automotive expects to hand-
assemble around 4,000 cars 
this year, with 90 per cent 
of what it makes exported to 
more than 31 markets, the 
technology being developed 
could benefit the industry as 
a whole and road users more 
widely.

Lightweight carbon fibre 
has long been a part of 
its DNA, as the company 
introduced the very first 
carbon fibre chassis into 
Formula 1 in 1981. Carbon 

fibre’s innate strength and 
lightweight properties mean 
that the company has never 
made a race car, sports car or 
supercar without it since.

McLaren Automotive 
is itself poised to open a 
new £50 million McLaren 
Composites Technology 
Centre (MCTC) in the north 
of England later this year. 
The Yorkshire-based centre 
will be where McLaren will 
innovate the process for 
making the ultra-lightweight 
and strong carbon fibre tubs 
at the heart of its luxury cars.

More than 40 of its 
employees are already 
housed at the University 
of Sheffield’s Advanced 
Manufacturing Research 
Centre. When fully 
operational, the team is 
expected to grow to around 
200 people with the finished 
tubs then sent to the McLaren 
Production Centre in the 
English county of Surrey.

Facing a wrong-way driverWe’re in the weight race

MOTORING
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

STRIKING LOOKS: Some of the latest Mercedes-Benz models on the road

WEIGHTY ISSUES: Mike and the McLaren Senna
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All the best action from Formula One

MotorSport
AFTER labouring 

with neck pain 
on Saturday, 

Sebastian Vettel found 
the perfect tonic 24 
hours later — matching 
Alain Prost’s total of 
51 Grand Prix victories 
and denying main rival 
Lewis Hamilton a record-
setting win in his home 
race.

The German defeated 
second-placed Hamilton on 
Sunday to win the British GP 
in front of a partisan crowd 
and extended his lead in the 
Formula One championship 
standings to eight points after 
10 of 21 races.

“Sebastian drove a great 
race, fighting like a lion 
despite the pain in the 
neck,” Ferrari team principal 
Maurizio Arrivabene said.

Vettel had been hindered 
by neck pain in the last 
practice, and wasn’t sure if 
he’d be able to compete in 
the qualifying session. He 
acknowledged he had been 
concerned ahead of the race 
itself. “I will feel it a little 
bit. It doesn’t matter. It held 
up. The race was fantastic,” 
Vettel said after claiming his 
fourth win of the season.

Vettel moved level with 
Prost on 51 F1 wins, trailing 
only Hamilton (65) and 
Michael Schumacher (91).

Hamilton, who started in 
pole position after setting 
an electrifying track record 
to beat Vettel in qualifying, 
was going for a fifth straight 
victory in his home race and 
his sixth overall to beat the 
record of five he shares with 
Jim Clark and Prost.

But a poor start and 
disastrous first lap all but 
ended his hopes, despite 
Hamilton’s valiant fight back 
to finish second. “Just got 
wheel spin and lost ground to 
the others and then just got a 
tap from behind and that was 
that,” Hamilton said.

Hamilton’s aggressive 
start allowed Vettel and his 
Mercedes teammate Valtteri 
Bottas to streak ahead. Then 
Vettel’s Ferrari teammate 
Kimi Raikkonen bumped 
into the British driver at Turn 
3, sending the Mercedes off 
the track and leaving him 
last.

“Interesting tactics, I 
would say, from their side,” 
Hamilton complained 
immediately afterward. Later 
he was quick to say it wasn’t 
an issue: “I don’t have any 
concerns.”

The British driver managed 
to fight his way back after 
a Mercedes-Ferrari duel 

developed with Bottas 
leading until Vettel hit the 
front again with five laps to 
go.

Vettel finished 2.264 
seconds ahead of Hamilton. 
“It was a super start, a super 
race and, yeah, a hammer 
finish,” Vettel said.

Raikkonen, who completed 
the podium for Ferrari, 
was handed a 10-second 
penalty for the early incident 
involving Hamilton. “That’s 
how it goes sometimes. Not 
a straightforward race,” 
said the Finn, who said he 
deserved the punishment.

That was no comfort to 
Hamilton, who quickly 
worked his way through the 
back-runners as he posted 
the fastest lap times. Driving 
conditions were ideal 
under clear blue skies and 
temperatures well above the 
seasonal norms, though the 
heat made tyre management 
tricky for the teams.

Vettel pitted for new tyres 
while the safety car was out 
following Marcus Ericsson’s 
crash. The Sauber driver spun 
off across the gravel into the 
barriers at high speed. He 
was able to emerge unaided. 
Vettel was left stuck between 
the two Mercedes drivers as 
Bottas took the lead.

Hamilton expressed doubt 

about competing against 
Ferrari’s new tires but was 
told over team radio: “Lewis, 
you are the fastest car by 
miles. Don’t give up, mate. 
It’s all there.”

However, questions 
will again be asked about 
Mercedes’ tactics after 
deciding not to pit to replace 
the tyres. Mercedes’ errors 
cost both Hamilton and 
Bottas in the Austrian GP the 
week before when neither 
finished.

“It was very, very hard with 
our tyres, fighting against 
people with brand-new tyres 
for sure. 

“And in a perfect world, I 
would have had new ones - 
but it wasn’t that kind of day 

for me,” Hamilton said.
The safety car was out 

again after Romain Grosjean 
and Carlos Sainz collided. 
Vettel finally pounced to 
take the lead on lap 47. 
Bottas then let Hamilton past 
to challenge the German. 
Bottas, still on medium tyres, 
was soon struggling, and 
Ferrari was celebrating when 
Raikkonen went past to go 
third.

Bottas finished fourth, 
ahead of Daniel Ricciardo, 
Nico Hulkenberg and 
Esteban Ocon. Ricciardo’s 
Red Bull teammate Max 
Verstappen was battling with 
Raikkonen but his race ended 
at lap 48.

Brendon Hartley’s 

miserable weekend continued 
as his Toro Rosso was 
wheeled back early. The 
New Zealander crashed 
spectacularly in Saturday’s 
final practice.

Sauber’s Charles Leclerc 
failed to finish for the first 
time due to a rear tyre 
issue, and Ericsson’s crash 
completed a race to forget for 
the team.

The Silverstone circuit was 
celebrating 70 years since 
the Royal Automobile Club 
held a Grand Prix on the 
former wartime airfield in 
1948, when Luigi Villoresi 
led an Italian 1-2 for 
Maserati. Two years later, 
Silverstone held the first F1 
world championship race, 

again dominated by Italian 
cars with Giuseppe Farina 
winning in an Alfa Romeo.

“This is the greatest race 
of the year and this is the 
greatest crowd and I’m sorry 
I couldn’t bring it home 
for you today,” Hamilton 
told his disappointed fans. 
“We take it on the chin and 
believe me, I will not give 
up. I will not give up.”

Mercedes team boss 
Toto Wolff was just as 
determined. “That was an 
incredible race - thrilling 
right to the finish and full of 
drama,” he said. “Overall, 
though, we are left with 
the feeling of ‘what might 
have been’ after one of our 
cars was taken out for the 
second time in three races 
on lap one. In the past three 
weekends, we have lost 
points through our own 
mistakes and those of others 
- now we need to get our 
heads down, keep developing 
and put the performance to 
good use in the next 11 races. 
It’s all to play for.”

The next race is on July 22 
at Hockenheim in Vettel’s 
home country … if ever 
Hamilton needed a reason 
to become an even bigger 
pain in the neck during 
the chase for the drivers’ 
championship.

Vettel puts his neck on 
the line to win again

TIGHT TUSSLE: Vettel steers his car followed by Hamilton and, below, the crash involving Ericsson’s Sauber and Pérez’s Force India



From Page 24
“That’s the situation we’re in 

at Dagenham, but I’ll guarantee 
I’ll be as committed as I’ve 
ever been and I’m going to 
enjoy it as much as I can.”

Taylor’s illustrious career in 
football spans nearly 50 years 
and counting. He enjoyed his 
longest spell with one club at 
Hull City and led them to back 
to back promotions from the 
Football League Two and One 
in the 2003/04 and 2004/05 
seasons reaching the heights 
of the Championship before 
leaving in June 2006.

The experienced manager 
has seen five promotions with 
four different clubs including 
the likes of Brighton & Hove 
Albion, Gillingham and 
Wycombe Wanderers.

Taylor came unstuck in 
Bahrain after a lacklustre 
goalless home friendly match 
against a Philippines side and a 
thumping 6-2 defeat in Dubai. 
Bahrain appeared to be on the 
receiving end of a backlash 
from the opposing players 
insulted by an ‘outrageous 
smear’ after the UAE’s team 
was labelled ‘sand monkeys’ 
in an article on the Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC) 
website which set off a wave of 
criticism.

The AFC swiftly said it 
wanted to ‘apologise for any 

hurt this might have caused’ to 
soccer officials and fans in the 
UAE. It was too late for Taylor 
and his Bahrain team, many 
of whom had only played a 
couple of games at the start of 
the season, and friendly fixture 
or not, they were no match for 
their fired-up opponents.

Despite being ahead twice 
during the game the final result 
was never in doubt once the 
UAE equalised. Bahrain’s 
defence collapsed and leaked 

four more goals.
Shortly after the debacle, 

GulfWeekly contacted Taylor 
for his reaction. He replied: 
“My wife has ‘Googled’ my 
name and on Wikipedia it says 
I’m sacked. I’m trying to find 
out what’s happening. I’m very 
much in the dark.”

Within days it became clear 
that he was indeed dismissed 
by the BFA despite having 
nine-months left on a two-
year contract. He added: “I 

understand it is about results 
but I also understand football 
and there has been lots of 
reasons for our recent results 
and performances.”

Taylor had not always been 
positive about the attitude 
of his players. He was so 
embarrassed after the national 
team’s pitiful showing in the 
end-of-season Arab Cup of 
Nations tournament that he 
apologised to fans saying they 
were more interested in going 
home early than winning.

However, he earlier led 
Bahrain to success in the first 
GCC Games and clinched 
football gold in the 2011 Arab 
Games in Doha. 

Despite the disappointment 
of losing his job, Taylor kept 
his promise to train a group of 
children at the British School 
of Bahrain. He also thanked 
BFA officials for giving him 
the opportunity of being head 
coach.

Bahrain’s senior men’s 
national football team, now 
under the supervision of 
Miroslav Soukup, have 
travelled to the Czech 
Republic for an overseas 
camp in preparation for their 

upcoming major international 
tournaments, including the 
Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) Asian Cup 2019.

Bahrain has been drawn 
in Group ‘A’ for next 
year’s Asian Cup alongside 
tournament hosts UAE, India 
and Thailand. Bahrain will 
be featuring in the inaugural 
match in the 43,000-capacity 
Zayed Sports City Stadium 
in Abu Dhabi on January 5 
against their neighbours.

“I am very happy that we are 
playing the opening game,” 
Soukup said. “It will be a very 
good chance for us as everyone 
will be focused.” 

The camp in his home county 
will last 20 days. “It will be 
very hot here but the weather 
will be perfect over there and 
we can have training twice 
a day,” he explained before 

departing to Europe.
On the team’s return the 

plan is to schedule eight to 10 
friendly matches. “We have 
already begun communicating 
with several federations in our 
region and across Asia on the 
possibility of a friendly game,” 
he added. “It will be important 
for us to play some matches 
with teams who employ similar 
styles to those of the UAE, 
India and Thailand.”

Ironically, Soukup could 
call Taylor for some insight 
into one of those teams. The 
former national manager had 
an unhappy spell coaching the 
Kerala Blasters. Taylor left the 
club by ‘mutual decision’ in 
what was the first managerial 
sacking in the Indian Super 
League’s young history after 
they lost their fourth match in 
a row.
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For further details on these vacancies or for more information on our services 
please contact us on +973 17565363 or email a Word format CV to

one of our experienced consultants at  jobs@gulfconnexions.com 
For more jobs kindly refer to our website:  www.gulfconnexions.com  

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

Gulf Connexions is currently partnering with one of the leading investment 
companies in Bahrain who are looking to hire a HR Generalist to support the 
running of the day to day HR operations. Reporting to the Head of HR the successful 
candidate will be required to work in all aspects of the human recourse department 
including organizational design, compensation and benefits, recruitment, employee 
relations, performance management and training and development.

Responsibilities:
• Provide a full range of general HR services and activities.
• Provide support in the development and implementation of HR strategies in relation to 

recruitment and talent attraction.
• Develop internal and external talent pools to support the company’s recruitment and 

succession planning requirements.
• Cover all onboarding activities for new staff.
• Reviewing and advising on HR policies and processes across the business.
• Ensuring the most effective use of human recourses to achieve strategic business goals.
• Develop and support a high performing work culture across the business.

Requirement:
• Minimum of 5 years proven generalist Human Recourses experience preferably with 

experience working within the financial sector.
• Degree qualified in Human Recourse Management or a relevant field.
• CIPD qualified candidates are highly desirable.
• Ability to work within a fast paced and deadline driven environment.
• Expert knowledge with Bahrain labor law, LMRA, Gosi and immigration processes.
• Strong business acumen and communication skills.

BAHRAINI NATIONALS ARE REQURIED FOR THIS ROLE AND 
ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

HR Generalist- Bahraini National

Please send Word CVs and cover letters to 
jilu.joby@gulfconnexions.com  

Applications will only be considered if you have the relevant experience and 
your skill set match those required and stipulated within the advert text

AL AREEN  
5 bedroom villa, Built-up area 760 sq.m

Price BD 1,350/-  Ref: VI262

LAGOON - RIFFA VIEWS: 
5 bedroom villa Built-up area 472 sq.m Price 

BD 1,700/- Ref: VI478

ZAWIA 2 - AMWAJ:  
2 bedroom apartment, Built-up area 139 sq.m 

Price BD 750/-  Ref: AP473

ZAWIA 3 - AMWAJ: 
1 bedroom apartment, Built-up area 111 sq.m, 

Price BD 500/-, Ref. AP469

HIDD
2 bedroom apartment, Built-up area 100 sq.m

Price: BD 300/- Ref. AP463

THE GRAND - SEEF: 
1 bedroom  apartment, Built-up area 94 sq.m, 

Price BD 750/-, Ref. AP467

For more information contact: T: +973 1729 8210  
E: admin@starrealestate.bh

PROPERTY FOR RENT

PROPERTY 
FOR SALE

BREAKER - 
SEEF

1 bedroom apartment
Built-up area 84 sq.m

Price: BD 85,000/- 
Ref. AP588

 T: +973 1729 8210

SAAR
5 bedroom villa

Built-up area 480 sq.m
Plot area 352 sq.m
Price: BD 265,000/- 

Ref. VI584
T: +973 1729 8210

NEST TOWER - 
SANABIS

1 bedroom apartment
Built-up area 40 sq.m

Price: BD 39,500/- 
Ref. AP581

T: +973 1729 8210

LAGOON -  
RIFFA VIEWS:

2 bedroom villa
Built-up area 193 sq.m

Plot area 242 sq.m
Price BD 160,000/-

Ref. VI558
T: +973 1729 8210

AVARE TOWER - 
SEEF

2 bedroom apartment
Built-up area 112 sq.m

Price: BD 79,000/- 
Ref. AP578

T: +973 1729 8210

 CANADA, 
AUSTRALIA   
immigration with job 

opportunities, Engineers, 
Finance, IT, Skilled 
Workers. Send CV  

info@margholding.com  
Tel. 17001882, 35030997

VERMINEX 
Pest Control 

Professionals in Bahrain 
for 35 years- the safest, 
government approved 

products used. 
Tel. 17280188 

www.verminexbahrain.com

SERVICES

SITUATIONS 
VACANT

MANAMA 2 BLDG.- suitable for Staff
19 + 19 flats, attached buildings 

(38 flats), 2BR, hall, kitchen, 
FF BD180/- negotiable.

 
GUDAIBIYA- 8 flats

2BR, 2 bathrooms, hall, kitchen, 
FF, BD320/- all inclusive, negotiable 

+ parking.
 

RAZ ZUWAID - Near ALBA
2 Roads, 1600Sq.ft Land for sale 

BD18/- negotiable or rent BD1800/- 
negotiable.

 
TUBLI, NEAR BAHRAIN MAP

Full Building, 15 flats x 2/3BR 
BD5000/-.

 
Call Owner 39677454, 33808688, 

33009988, 33404786

SportNews

Help for Czech mate 

FLASHBACK: Beckham with Taylor

IN CHARGE: 
Soukup



I should be writing this 
article in my best red-
and-white chequered 

shirt, stopping after 
every sentence to shout: 
‘CROATIA!’ … much 
to the chagrin of my 
colleagues.

Given my propensity for 
terrible predictions and any 
team I cheer for falling flat 
on their face, I am firmly 
behind Croatia for tonight’s 
World Cup semi-final.

Remember, I’m the Wally 
who backed Germany to 
retain the trophy on this very 
page before the tournament 
kicked off.

Therefore, the truth of my 
allegiance lies strongly with 
the Three Lions on the other 
side of the field, but if there’s 
one team I do not want to 
jinx, it is England as they 
continue their remarkable 
run in the FIFA World Cup 
Finals in Russia.

My first memory of 
international football is Euro 
1996, when football was 
supposed to be coming home 
and England was filled with 
anticipation. 

I was four-years-old so I 
don’t remember the public 
buzz, just little snippets such 
as Gazza’s magical goal 
against Scotland and the 
dentist chair celebration, the 
4-1 demolition of Holland 
and, of course, the semi-final 
agony against Germany.

I remember my mum 
allowing me to stay up late 
for ‘one night only’ to watch 
the match, which ended 
in heartbreak as Gareth 
Southgate missed the crucial 
penalty which saw Germany 
through to the final, which 
they subsequently won.

So, 22 years later, one 
abject failure after the other, 
it has come full circle and 
now coach Southgate has led 
his team to their first World 
Cup semi-final since 1990. 
Many questioned him getting 
the job, with some saying he 
was too nice or didn’t have 
the historic credentials.

Rubbish to that, I say. What 
he has done is instil belief in 
the team, nurturing a young 
group of players who he has 
worked with in the FA’s 
youth set-up for a number of 
years.

He got rid of the old guard 

like Joe Hart and Wayne 
Rooney, who often played 
on name rather than form, 
the exact problems which 
plagued our so-called 
‘Golden Generation.’ 

We have an exciting team 
that was meant to use this 
tournament for experience 
before launching a full tilt 
at Euro 2020 and the 2022 
World Cup. If we’re capable 
of this now, what can we 
achieve then?

Of course, our excitement 
should be tempered by the 
fact that there’s no denying 
our run to the stage of the 
tournament has been easy. 
Wins against Tunisia and 
Panama were expected, 
whilst we scraped past 
Colombia in the last 16. 

Last Saturday’s quarter-
final was indeed a more 
comfortable victory and by 
far the best performance yet, 
but Sweden are hardly giants 
of the world game.

The loss to Belgium in the 
group stages is hard to judge 
as both teams played their 
‘B-team,’ but if we lose to 
Croatia, or indeed France 
or Belgium in the final 
(although the first semi-final 
was last night, at the time of 
going to print the game had 
still to be played), then one 
could argue we’d have been 
knocked out at the first sign 
of playing a top international 
outfit. 

The same issue which has 
plagued us for two decades.

Away from England for 
a minute, no matter what 
happens either tonight or 
on Sunday, I want to put 
on record how much I’ve 
enjoyed this World Cup. 
It’s been by far the best 
international tournament that 
I can remember, and that’s 
without taking England’s run 
into account. 

There’s been drama, 
wonderful goals and saves, 
controversy aplenty, last-
minute winners and huge 
shocks. There was only 
one goalless draw too, an 
indication of the attacking 
football on display.

On that vein, I must give 
praise to Russia for its 
hosting of the tournament. 
Not only has their team 
impressed on the field, far 
exceeding the hopes of the 
nation, but the general vibe 
has been superb.

All of the diplomatic 
tension before the tournament 
seems to have dispersed, and 
none of the hooliganism, 
racism or homophobia that 
was feared has come to pass. 
Whether that’s due to fear 
of strict punishment lest 
they embarrass the nation, 
or whether their team’s 
heroics has distracted them 
is unclear, but kudos to Putin 
& Co for what they have 
achieved, despite all the 
negative press and about the 
way they were awarded the 
tournament.

Now we just need football 
to truly come home.

As for the World Cup 
trophy itself, that did come 
home … to the GulfWeekly 
office this week as I became 
hopefully the first of many 
Englishmen to lift the famous 
gold trophy this week.

At least, a replica version 
of it. 

My good friend at Al 
Haddad Motors, Imran 
Ali, provided me with 
the glorious golden prize, 
available for BD35 from 
Sport Secrets in Manama, 
which is the same size and 
weight as the original, which 
hopefully the Three Lions 
will be bringing home on 
Sunday.

The original trophy, first 

used in 1974, is made 
of 18 carat gold with a 
malachite base, stands 36.8 
centimetres high and weighs 

6.1 kilograms and depicts 
two human figures holding 
up the Earth. 

The names of the winners 

are inscribed on the base.
l See Ellissa’s apology: 
Page 18
l Fashion icon: Page 16
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My prediction: Croatia

Wednesday 11 July   England vs Croatia  Moscow   21:00

Saturday 14 July  L61 vs L62    St. Petersburg  17:00

Sunday 15 July  S1 Winner vs S2 Winner Moscow  18:00

DATE   MATCH   VENUE  KICK-OFF

SEMI-FINALS

PLAY-OFF FOR THIRD PLACE

FINAL

WORLD CUP FIXTURES
(Kick-offs are shown in Bahrain time zone) Tel: +973 1771 3000

SITTING PRETTY: Kristian holding the replica trophy available from Sport Secrets and, below, 
Croatia’s Luka Modric, England’s Jesse Lingard and the tournament’s previous winners



ONE of Bahrain’s 
most colourful 
football coaches 

who experienced a roller-
coaster ride in charge of 
the national team is back 
managing in the fifth tier 
of English football.

Peter Taylor, who famously 
named David Beckham as 
captain for the first time during 
a one-game spell as England’s 
caretaker manager and led 
Bahrain to two regional trophy 
successes, has taken over at 
Dagenham and Redbridge.

Former Premier League 
manager Taylor, as reported 
in GulfWeekly, only found 
out that he had been axed 
from his post in Bahrain 
after his wife Jenny spotted a 
note that he had been sacked 
on his Wikipedia entry, and 
now faces a tough campaign 
leading a London club in 
severe financial difficulty.

“Every time we take the 

field, we’re going to try to 
win the match, but I’m being 
realistic with our overall 
aims,” the 65-year-old told 
local newspaper, The Barking 
and Dagenham Post. “I’m 
being honest and, realistically, 
to stay in the league is the first 

priority, which supporters 
might not want to hear and 
I know they might say we 
should instead aim for the 
play-offs. However, I’m very 
confident that we’ll have a 
good, young, committed team 
that they’ll be quite pleased 
with.”

Having achieved so much 
in football, both as a player 

and a manager, Taylor could 
have opted for a simpler life 
than taking on the Daggers 
job. But after nearly a year 
out of the club game after 
leaving his post as Gillingham 
director of football, the 
former Leicester City boss is 
thrilled to be back involved in 
the game he loves.

“I probably did think I would 

end up at a higher level than 
the National League, but I’ve 
said all along that I’m very 
fortunate that 95 per cent of 
my working life has been 
involved in football and at all 
levels,” he added.

“I loved working at the 
highest level and with the 
absolute best players with 
the best pitches and best 
equipment, but I also enjoyed 
my time at clubs like Dartford 
and Dover Athletic and other 
clubs where things are not so 
right and you have to adjust 
yourself.”

Turn to Page 22

www.gulfweekly.com TOP OF THE LEAGUE FOR LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL SPORT July 11 - 17, 2018

FOOTBALL

By STAN SZECOWKA
editor@gulfweekly.com

Gulf Weekly

GulfWeekly is published by Al Hilal Group and printed at Dar Akhbar Al Khaleej Press and Publishing House (WLL). Editorial: P.O. Box 1100, Manama. Tel: 17293131. Fax: 17293400. 
Website: www.gulfweekly.com. Email: editor@gulfweekly.com. Advertising: P.O. Box 1100, Manama. Tel: 17299187. Email: jalal.muradi@gulfweekly.com

www.gulfweekly.com

Gulf Weekly

TOP OF THE LEAGUE FOR LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL SPORT October 24 - 30, 2012

GulfWeekly is published by Al Hilal Group and printed at Dar Akhbar Al Khaleej Press and Publishing House (WLL). Editorial: P.O. Box 1100, Manama. Tel: 17293131. Fax: 17293400. 
Website: www.gulfweekly.com. Email: editor@gulfweekly.com. Advertising: P.O. Box 1100, Manama. Tel: 17293131. Email: lucy.middleton@gulfweekly.com; bambi.m@gulfweekly.com

ReSuzukiMohdJalalGW.indd   1 10/10/12   3:53 PM

To get yours now, head to any VIVA store.
For more information visit viva.com.bh

now available with VIVA

Runners get set for 
marathon relay
RUNNERS are preparing for the 
2012 Bahrain Marathon Relay 
which will start next month from 
the Viva Karting Track in Sakhir.

The popular annual sporting 
spectacle, organised by Bahrain 
Round Table, helps raise thousands 
of dinars for local charities.

This year marks the 32nd 
anniversary of the race and it is 
being sponsored by VIVA Jusoor, 
Viva Bahrain’s corporate social 
responsibility arm.

The 48km event, on November 
16, which will be run over 16 
legs of approximately 3km each, 
will feature more than 150 teams 
representing the private and public 
sectors, hotels and schools, as 
well as fitness and social clubs. 
Each team will comprise of a 
16-member squad. 

Lawrence Uhl, Bahrain Marathon 
Relay chairman, said: “We are 
delighted to receive support from 
VIVA Bahrain for this exciting 
event that draws participation from 
thousands of people across Bahrain.”

In addition, VIVA will sponsor 
two teams – the VIVA Jusoor 
team represented by the Migrant 
Workers Protection Society and the 
VIVA Running Team.

Viva Bahrain CEO Ulaiyan Al 
Wetaid said: “This is our first 
sponsorship of the Bahrain Marathon 
Relay and we are pleased to support 
an event that promotes a healthy and 
active lifestyle in the community.”

The race will conclude at the 
main paddock area of the Bahrain 
International Circuit.

For more details visit www.
brt1.net or email bmr_registrar@
hotmail.com

WIKI LEAKED ...
STUNNED soccer coach 

Peter Taylor found out 
that he had been axed 

from his post in Bahrain after 
his wife Jenny spotted a note 
that he had been sacked on 
his Wikipedia entry.

The former England interim 
coach, who led the kingdom to 
two regional trophy successes, was 
gutted not to be able to lead the 
Nationals into the forthcoming Gulf 
Cup tournament to be staged on 
home soil in the New Year.

Taylor said: “I’m terribly 
disappointed that the Bahrain 
Football Federation (BFA) has 
ended my contract as I believed – 
and still believe – I am a good long-
term bet and would have helped 
Bahrain football.

“I’m very proud I was a part of 
Bahrain history when we won two 
tournaments and very sad I cannot 
help get a third. The coming Gulf 
Cup is a major event and I wish 
Bahrain all the best. I would like to 
thank the players for their efforts in 
my 15 months here.”

Taylor came a cropper after a 
lacklustre goalless home friendly 
match against a Philippines side and 
a thumping 6-2 defeat last week in 
Dubai.

Bahrain received a mauling 
at the hands of the United Arab 
Emirates and appeared to be on the 
receiving end of a backlash from 
the opposing players insulted by an 
‘outrageous smear’ after the UAE’s 
team was labelled ‘sand monkeys’ 
in an article on the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) website which 
set off a wave of criticism.

The AFC called it a ‘genuine 
mistake’ inserted by a new writer 

who saw the name wrongly listed 
as the team’s nickname on its 
Wikipedia page. The UAE team’s 
actual nickname is Al Abyad, or 
The White, and the Wikipedia page 
has since been corrected.

The UAE Football Association’s 
Yousuf Abdulla demanded an 
apology and the AFC swiftly said 
it wanted to ‘apologise for any hurt 
this might have caused’ to soccer 
officials and fans in the UAE.

It was too late for Taylor and his 
Bahrain team, many of whom had 
only played a couple of games at 
the start of the VIVA First Division 
campaign, and friendly fixture or 
not, they were no match for their 
fired-up opponents.

The anger over the ‘disrespect’ 
shown towards the UAE team 
was obvious before the start of the 
game. “To those who called us Sand 
Monkeys, we are Zayed’s Lions,” 

read a banner unfurled by the UAE 
players as the national anthems 
played.

Despite being ahead twice during 
the game the final result was never 
in doubt once the UAE equalised. 
Bahrain’s defence collapsed and 
leaked four more goals.

Shortly after the debacle, 
GulfWeekly contacted Taylor for 
his reaction. He replied: “My wife 
has ‘googled’ my name and on the 
Wikipedia site it says I’m sacked. 
I’m trying to find out what’s 
happening. I’m very much in the 
dark.”

Within days it became clear that 
he was indeed sacked by the BFA 
despite having nine-months left on a 
two-year contract.

“It’s the federation that have 
decided to change because recent 
results have not been good,” said 
the former Hull City boss who 

took the East Yorkshire club to 
two successive promotions and 
led England for one game against 
Italy in 2000, as well as having two 
successful spells as England Under 
21 coach.

He added: “I understand it is about 
results but I also understand football 
and there has been lots of reasons for 
our recent results and performances. 
Some of our friendlies have been 
very difficult because of the dates 
played and our players having only 
played two league games.

“However, the Philippines game 
was the one that I feel was a poor 
one but the other games were 
understandable.”

Despite the disappointment, 
Taylor kept his promise to train a 
group of school children yesterday 
afternoon at the British School of 
Bahrain.
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END OF DREAM: Taylor believes he could have helped Bahrain to third tournament glory given time

... I’M SACKED!

THE HIGHS AND LOWS

GLORY DAYS: Bahrain’s players throw their coach Peter Taylor in the air as they celebrate after beating Jordan in the 2011 Arab Games and, below, Taylor in the 
stands at his latest club and how GulfWeekly revealed his departure from the kingdom

Why is 
Kristian 
‘The 
Voice of 
Sport’ 
Harrison 
backing 
Croatia 
to beat 
England 
tonight 
in the 
World 
Cup semi-
final?
See P23


