
BRITISH 
Ambassador 
Simon Martin and 

his wife Sophie, who will 
be leaving Bahrain by 
the end of this month, 
are departing with fond 
memories of an island 
that has felt like home 
for the last three years.

GulfWeekly sat down for 
a farewell interview with 
the couple who, as we 
had reported in our 2016 
coverage, had gotten married 
just a year before being 
shipped off on a diplomatic 
mission to the sunny shores 
of Bahrain.

Sophie said: “Our time 
in Bahrain has been quite 
blessed. We received an 
extraordinary welcome when 
we got here. We are going 
to miss the friends we made 
here the most when we go 
back.” 

The Martins have been here 
during a momentous point 
in British-Bahraini relations. 
The countries celebrated 200 
years of diplomatic relations 
in 2016, having deepened 
their economic, military and 
political ties since signing the 
Treaty of Friendship in 1816.

In recognition of this 
occasion, the Martins, 
supported by the embassy 

in coordination with the 
British Council, organised 
200 events including a 
Bahrain-UK food month, a 
museum exhibition, several 
documentary premieres and 
many more events touching 
on business, entrepreneurship, 
heritage, culture, sports, 
health, education, technology, 
food, and fashion.

The one thing common 
at most of the events they 
attended, which they had to 
get used to, was the presence 
of cake.

Simon added: “I think the 
biggest culture shock to me 
was the preponderance of 
beautifully decorated and 
purposely made cakes for 
every major event. But I did 
enjoy all the cake cutting we 
had the opportunity to do.”

Amongst the major events 
that the Martins led was the 
opening of the UK Naval 
Support Facility, previously 
known as the HMS Juffair, a 
sign of the deepening military 
and economic ties between 
the countries, who already 
had annual bilateral trade 
relations exceeding BHD420 
million. 
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BAHRAINI 
songstress Banah 
Anabtawi has 

become the breakout 
star of the region after 
her first music video 
became an instant 
sensation, racking up 
almost a million views 
upon release.

Best known by her first and 
stage name Banah, the jazz-
fusion soulful singer, who 
has performed numerous gigs 
around Bahrain, partnered 
with Tunes Arabia and her 
single Shou Helou Nihna was 
uploaded to the video-sharing 
platform on August 8.

It proved an instant hit with 
listeners both in the kingdom 
and across the Gulf, racking 
up hundreds of thousands 
of hits within hours. At the 
time of writing, it stands at 
961,000 views and increases 
every day.

It has also reached seventh 
in Egypt’s Arab radio charts 
and is being played across 
the airwaves in places such 
as Jordan and Palestine. 
Banah has been staggered 
by the success. The 33-year-
old said: “I feel great. I am 
extremely proud of what I 
have achieved so far, even 
though this is only the 
beginning! 

“Watching how my 

song was received was so 
rewarding, as you never quite 
know how the reaction is 
going to go. I’m delighted 
that people enjoy it.

“I think it’s because it’s not 
like the usual stuff you hear. 
It brings back the classic 
oriental music, but it has a 
lot of fusion in it so more 
modern listeners and English 
speakers still enjoy it.”

“I know that hard work 
does pay off, but I also know 
that I have a very long way 
to go if I want to make it in 
the music business. At the 
end of the day, even small 
progress is great if you enjoy 
what you do regardless of 
what the results are. There 
are tons of musicians and 
artists that are not famous or 
well-known but live a very 
happy and content life, and I 
think that’s what matters the 
most.”

Banah is Bahraini, but 
was born in Canada before 
moving to the Eastern 
Province of Saudi Arabia 
when she was four. After 
returning to Canada to study 
business at university, she 
finally settled in Bahrain 13 
years ago.  
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From Page 1
The project, under the 

blessing of His Majesty the 
King Shaikh Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa, created a 
permanent Royal Navy base 
in the Kingdom that is home 
to around 500 personnel as 
well as the HMS Montrose, a 
Duke class frigate.

Another significant 
contribution that they made 
was restarting a century-old 
Hindu tradition around the 
embassy’s resident Banyan 
tree. As the GulfWeekly 
previously reported, during 
the tradition, called Vat 
Savitri, married Hindu 
women are invited to tie a 
ceremonial knot around the 
tree as they fast for their 
husbands’ long lives. 

Adapting to the work 
culture of Bahrain, as they 
delved into these projects, 
was a significant adjustment 
for Sophie who did some part 
time work with the Applied 
Science University in Sitra 
in addition to her proliferous 
diplomatic duties.

The work culture in 
Bahrain, compared to that in 
the UK, can be more relaxed 
and less constrained.

Sophie added: “When I 
started working here, my 
colleagues and I worked 
within a middle-ground 
third work culture, instead 
of trying to change the 
local trends. The Brits tried 
to relax and go with the 
flow, while our Bahraini 
colleagues tried to adapt to 
our schedules in terms of 
planning and organising.”

Beyond this 
acclimatisation, the Martins 
had little difficulty adjusting 
to Bahrain. Even the heat 
turned out to be not as severe 
as they expected.

Simon specified: “The 
only time that I had visited 
Bahrain before was in a 
February. So I suspected 
it was going to be very hot 
and uncomfortable for most 
of the year. And yet, we 

discovered it has a really 
nice climate for most of the 
year. There’s only a couple 
of months where it is hot and 
sticky. But other than that it 
is wonderful, which is why I 
like that there is more being 
done to promote tourism in 
Bahrain.”

Simon and Sophie did their 
part in promoting tourism 
to the kingdom, especially 
amongst their personal 
circles. Their family, 
including Simon’s son, Alex, 
daughter Ellie, Sophie’s son 
Harry, daughter Lydia and 
mother, visited Bahrain more 
than 40 times in three years.

“Our families have come 
at least twice, which shows 
how attractive the kingdom 
was to them,” said Simon. 
“They loved it, and of 
course, having them here 
made our time here all the 
more pleasurable. When 
we moved here, we worried 
about missing our family, but 
they visited us often, making 
this feel more like home.”

Beyond these visits and 
their diplomatic duties, 
the couple managed to 
accomplish a lot. They 
were regular stalwarts at 
environmental projects and 
beach clean-ups around the 
island, with Sophie leading 
the charge on the reduction 
of plastic in day-to-day 
lives. 

They are excited to see 
Bahrain reduce its carbon 
footprint and plastic usage, 
even if it comes the day after 
they leave. In terms of other 
changes they hope to see on 
the island, Simon, an avid 
cyclist, would like to see 
more cycling and running 
tracks.

He added: “There is a 
real athletic culture here 
but the environment, both 
climatically and otherwise, 
are not conducive to it. 
There aren’t many safe 
places to cycle except in the 
south of the island.

“Another thing, which they 
are already working on as 
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GOOD TIMES: Simon and Sophie with daughter Lydia 
during a cake-cutting ceremony at the Lulu Hypermarket, 
below, from left, at the Vat Savitri with Shastri Vijay 
Kumar, kayaking during a beach clean-up and a
selfie with students
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well, is easy-access beaches. 
Right now, you have to 
go to one of the exclusive 
resorts to get access to a 
good beach. But in the UK, 
we are used to hundreds 
of thousands of people on 
beaches, which would be 
great to see here as well.

“And finally, I am excited 
to see the changes coming 
to public transportation. The 
Metro is going to make a 
big difference, not only in 
revolutionising transport 
but also leading to greater 
connectivity between the 
aspects already here. For 
example, we live within 
a few hundred metres of 
The Avenues, but to walk 
there, we’d have to cross 
17 lanes of traffic. Having 
the metro means that people 
can also use the associated 
infrastructure to be more 
connected locally.”

Cycling lanes and safer 
walkable infrastructure, 
already in the works, will 
be a boon to Bahrain, which 

has seen a significant uptick 
in walkway accidents to the 
point that HH Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, head 
of the Supreme Council 
of Youth and Sports, 
has ordered a study, still 
in the works, analysing 
the issue and providing 
recommendations.

The Martins look 
forward to seeing these 
changes come to fruition 
and are excited to visit 
the country again, having 
already extended their 
stay to four years, the 
maximum permissible under 
ambassadorial guidelines.

The kingdom has also 
enjoyed having the two 
here. From Simon’s 
cricket adventures to the 
contributions made locally 
and internationally in the 
diplomatic domain, the two 
have changed lives and 
improved life locally. 

The ambassador was 
honoured by HM the King 
last week with the Order 

of Bahrain (Wisam Al-
Bahrain) – First Class for 
his tremendous role in 
bolstering relations between 
the two countries. These 
ties are going to become 
even more crucial for both 
countries in a post-Brexit 
era. 

Simon said: “Once we 
are outside of the European 
Union, however that 
uncertainty shakes out, our 
bilateral relationships with 
Bahrain and other countries 
of the Gulf become even 
more important. So we are 
open to trade and investment 
in both countries, with a 
lot of interest in the UK in 
doing business with Bahrain 
and neighbouring countries.”

This relationship will 
have to be delicately 
cultivated and maintained 
by the incoming British 
Ambassador, Roderick 
Drummond, who along with 
his wife Yasmin, have been 
posted in the Middle East 
four times previously.

Simon highlighted: “Brody 
(Roderick) and Yasmin will 
be fantastic in their role. 
Roderick speaks Arabic 
and as a sportsman and 
Scotsman, he is going to 
fit in perfectly well in the 
kingdom. We couldn’t have 
hoped for better successors. 
We wish them the best of 
luck and hope they have as 
much fun as we did.”

As for Simon and Sophie, 
they are headed for a well-
deserved respite from 
diplomatic responsibilities. 
A house they had purchased 
before moving, with the 
intention to renovate it, 
awaits them. Perhaps in due 
time, they might be called 
back to public duty, or better 
yet, visit their friends in 
Bahrain.

The GulfWeekly would like 
to wish them both the best 
of luck in all their future 
endeavours and hopes to 
catch up with them when 
they visit the island next. 

Moments to      remember      
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It’s time to face the music
AUTHOR, Ali Al 

Saeed, aims to 
shake things up 

in the kingdom’s music 
scene by providing 
artists and bands a new 
stage to share their 
creative sounds.

The 41-year-old music 
entrepreneur is revamping 
his original talent movement, 
Museland, into a music 
platform which will act as 
a record label that provides 
content production and 
launches new events.

Museland was initially 
conceived as part of the 
Elham Arts Festival in 2009, 
which was organised by an 
art collective that Ali was 
running at the time. 

“We started with holding 
a music concert - one of 
the very first in Bahrain 
that featured an entirely 
local lineup of bands and 
musicians performing 
original music on the main 
stage – as well as released 
a compilation album that 
included tracks by artists 
from around the region in 
addition to Bahrain,” said 
Ali, the founder and creative 
director of Museland, from 
Isa Town. “Over the years, 
the concept transformed and 
shifted, but the focus was 
always to push the local 
music scene forward. 

“I want to evolve artists 
and music through a variety 
of events and initiatives 
including concerts, festivals 
and a record label. 

“Music is extremely dear to 
me. Even though I was never 
blessed as a musician myself, 
I have a deep connection to it. 
It has been the one constant 
in my life. I love discovering 
new music, attending music 
concerts, sharing music with 
others and I love seeing 
musicians who innovate and 
put their hearts and souls into 
their sound.

“That’s why I decided to 
take Museland further and 
establish it as the driving 
force behind the local music 
scene.”

Ali is joined by his 
associate Sumit Sharma on 
this exciting new venture. 
He had met Sumit during the 
Museland Music Festival in 
2014, who has now taken 
a key role in managing the 
events. 

Together, the dynamic 
duo is developing a number 
of projects, such as the 
MuseNight Concert series to 
entertain music lovers.

Last year, they had 
collaborated with Calexico 
to launch the MuseNight 
Concert Series for local and 
regional talents. 

“The idea is that with 
each event we have a strong 
lineup of artists – including 
full bands, solo artists, 
and DJs - performing their 
original music to an eager 
and open-minded audience,” 
said Ali.  “Over the span 
of six events, we featured a 
total of 18 acts based in four 
countries and entertained 
hundreds of crowds.”

They are currently planning 
the second wave of concerts 
and are looking at venues 
and artists to work with.

Ali is also thrilled 
to be launching 
PUNKROCKDISCO Nights 
which will be kicking off 
tomorrow at Brazil Rodizio 
Grill & Lounge from 9pm 
with free entrance.

According to Ali, the 
idea was conceived out 
of frustration with the 
nightlife in Bahrain. He 
said: “When going out on 
a weekend, you’re limited 
for choice when it comes to 
finding a place that fits your 
vibe. I wanted to create an 
atmosphere that celebrates 
the indie, alternative spirit in 
us all! It’s the ultimate anti-
weekend, anti-door-policy, 
anti-dress-code alternative 
party. 

“We do this by focusing 
on creating an inclusive, 
open, environment-spinning 
records that we enjoy 

listening to that broadly 
encapsulate the genres of 
rock, punk and disco, and 
more importantly have fun 
while doing it.”

The event will feature 
crazy decorations, retro 
video gaming, inflatable 
animals and trippy visuals 
all around along with a mix 
of veteran DJs and first 
timers.

“We believe that we’re all 
DJs at heart and we’re trying 
to reclaim that label,” Ali 
added. 

“For me, personally, it 
was always about creating 
a conversation with your 
listeners, to share your 
favourite music with them 
and transfer your joy of 

playing that music onto 
them.”

Frustration seems to be the 
drive for most, if not all, of 
Ali’s conceptions. “When I 
couldn’t get anyone to back 
me up as a writer, I found 
my own way to get published 
and became an award-
winning, internationally-
recognised author,” he said. 
“When I felt alone creatively, 
I founded an art collective 
that fundamentally reshaped 
the way people thought and 
looked at art in Bahrain and 
inspired a generation of 
artists. I’m hoping to be able 
to do the same with music.”

He also believes that there 
is so much potential for the 
music scene in Bahrain and 

is witnessing a change.
“Having been based in 

Dubai and periodically 
coming here for our concerts, 
I didn’t realise the shift that 
has happened,” he explained. 
“It seems the live music 
scene at the moment consists 
purely of cover bands - 
which are not necessarily a 
bad thing; it’s just that we 
need a bit of diversity.

“On one hand, it is good 
to see more venues giving 
local bands opportunities 
to perform, but on the 
other, that has become 
detrimental to the creativity 
and originality of the bands, 
with many of them focusing 
on honing their covers set 
lists instead of creating 

more of their original music, 
understandably. 

“Even the international 
bands we get tend to be 
mostly cover or tribute 
bands, which infuriates me, 
that people and venues spend 
so much money on “novelty” 
acts more than anything. 

“This is why our focus 
has always been on original 
music. To push musicians 
and bands to perform their 
songs because that is the 
only way they can improve 
and evolve their own unique 
sound, and have a stronger 
music scene.

“This is where Museland 
wants to fit into the scheme 
of things- to provide a 
playground for musicians 
and people to get exposed 
to new experiences and 
new music, and to create an 
environment that will propel 
and sustain that movement, 
not just in Bahrain but across 
the Gulf region. 

“However, to achieve 
that, the music community 
has to come together again 
and go back to its roots of 
playing gigs for the heck 
of it, writing and recording 
new music and getting out of 
their comfort zone. We have 
a scene. Now we need an 
industry!”

In recent times, Ali and the 
Museland have released an 
album for Bahraini rock trio, 
The Relocators, and have 
launched the debut album 
of Belly of Paris as well as 
organised a regional tour. 
They also held concerts in 
Dubai, Bahrain and Beirut, 
one of which was nominated 
as the Best Gig of the Year at 
the Time Out Dubai Nightlife 
& Music Awards.

They are also working with 
Sultan Saffron and Aveora 
in addition to a new band 
ZUJAJ that plays progressive 
electronic music with a 
Khaleeji twist.

Those interested in 
learning more about the 
Museland movement and in 
collaborations can email 
info@museland.me
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MORE females 
have been 
flocking to join 

the ranks of the Women’s 
Crisis Care International, 
Bahrain (WCCI) to help 
aid ladies in domestic 
distress.

The WCCI, which was 
founded in May 2015 by 
New York State rape crisis 
counsellor Mary-Justine 
Todd, is the first and only full-
scale joint Arabic language 
and English language rape 
and violence crisis response 
programme in the region.

The programme has grown 
exponentially since its 
inception; having supported 
approximately 65 women and 
in 2016 that number increased 
by more than 400 per cent. 
In 2018, the WCCI aided 
women in more than 550 
cases of abuse in Bahrain. 

However, with difficulties 
still on the rise, extra hands 
are always welcomed which 
is why the WCCI staged a 
three-day training course 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Bahrain to certify new crisis 
advocates to join the big-
hearted team.

“Over 20 new crisis 
advocates have joined our 
team at WCCI and we 
couldn’t be happier with the 
women who attended the 
training and are now officially 

apart of our team,” said Mary-
Justine. “It was incredible to 
see all women from a range 
of cultures and backgrounds 
coming together to help 
empower women within the 
country. The engagement in 
discussion and eagerness to 
learn and help from all these 
women is exactly what we 
strive for in our advocates. 
We are so grateful for such 
inspiring women to give their 
time to those who need us. 

“We need more women to 
volunteer to keep the Arabic 
and English helplines running 
and keep going with the work 
we’ve been doing so far, 
hopefully being able to grow 
and offer more languages 
in the cultural melting pot 
of Bahrain where it’s sorely 
needed.”

The women underwent 40 
hours of training in trauma, 
therapy, techniques and 
providing emotional and 
logistical support to victims. 
Now the ladies can help 

empower and assist women 
across the kingdom.

They will be taking shifts 
on the 24/7 English or Arabic 
hotline service for victims of 
domestic or sexual violence 
to call for emotional and/or 
logistical support. The official 
medical partner is American 

Mission Hospital and WCCI 
coordinates and supports 
AMH’s patients in all four of 
its locations in Manama, Saar, 
Amwaj Islands and Riffa. All 
WCCI services for victims of 
abuse are 100 per cent free 
of charge, confidential and 
open to all women in Bahrain 

without any restrictions.
In addition, three new 

summer interns have also 
joined the centre.  Alya Al 
Tareef will deal with the legal 
matters, Rumaisa Arshad 
will handle management 
and gender and social media 
awareness projects will be 

tackled by Reema Alajaji 
throughout this month and 
next.  

There will be a new training 
session in December and 
for details, visit www.
womenscci.org or follow them 
on Instagram @womenscci, 
or on Facebook.

www.gulfweekly.com 5July 17 - 23, 2019 LocalNews

Empowering women

ABC_GW_18cmx12_7cm_Bahrain.pdf   1   5/14/18   11:18 AM

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

Meanwhile, here is what the new interns 
had to say about why they joined WCCI.

l Rumaisa Arshad 
said: “Helping and 
empowering women 
makes me feel satisfied 
that I’m doing 
something good for 
others as well as for 
the community. I feel 
a part of a community 
outside my friends and 
family. While training 
I met so many people from different 
nationalities and cultures and it helped 
me to make new friends from all over the 
world in Bahrain and it’s given me good 
experience. Volunteering with WCCI 
builds empathy, strengthens social bonds 
and makes me smile and happy.”

l Reema Alajaji 
said: “My interest 
in working with 
WCCI stems from 
my belief in gender 
equality first and 
foremost. I found 
that even among 
feminist groups, 
domestic violence was 
hardly spoken about amongst all the 
other gender-based issues, although it is 
deemed the highest cause for the death 
of women globally. 

“One in three women worldwide has 
experienced domestic or sexual violence 
in their lifetime, although it is one of the 
crimes that have the lowest prosecution 
rates of only one per cent of cases. 
Violence against women and rape culture 
has been normalised by mainstream 
media to which we are all consumers, 
men and women, where we brush off 
that this is “just the way it is”.  I seek to 

raise awareness around domestic violence 
and educate those on the warning signs 
of abuse or abusive partners to focus on 
prevention of violence against women. 

“Many victims and survivors can 
feel very lonely and internalise a lot of 
shame and self-blame for things that 
they never caused or deserved. I want to 
be there for the women and show them 
that they are not alone and can find a 
safe, non-judgmental space.”

l Alya Al Tareef  
said: “As a crisis 
advocate, I wish to 
hold space for women 
to feel safe, heard, 
and empowered to 
make choices for 
themselves. WCCI is 
all about promoting 
autonomy- we do not 
give advice but offer 
options and information for the woman 
to choose what works best for her. This 
is incredibly empowering and instils 
confidence in a woman’s belief of her own 
ability. 

“I wish to promote a greater 
understanding to the wider public- 
particularly non-Arabic speaking 
groups- of the Bahraini law surrounding 
issues such as divorce, custody, abortion, 
violence and immigration. Law is one of 
the most empowering dynamic tools I 
can think of, and I want to make people 
feel like independent agents who are 
aware of what the law can grant them. It 
also reflects what we as a society believe 
in. Bahrain was the first country in the 
region to prosecute domestic violence, 
and I would like to encourage such 
laws to be adopted everywhere in the 
MENA region as well as aim for the most 
ambitious laws that promote women’s 
health and empowerment!”

NEW FACES: Interns during a training session at the WCCI
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Putting Bahrain’s supermarkets under the spotlight and searching for the best deals

Al Jazira Supermarket

1.	 Nabisco oreo bites fudge 6oz – BD2.300

2.	 Klass drink assorted flavour 14.1oz– 

BD1.500

3.	 Post almond cereal cup 2.1oz – 500fils

4.	 Post honey cereal cup 2.1oz – 500fils

5.	 Post cocoa cereal cup 1.1oz – 500fils

Alosra Supermaket
1.	 Avocados per kg – BD3.500

2.	 Kiwi New Zealand per kg – BD1.200

3.	 Chocolate muffin – 150fils

4.	 Pure’N Ezy baby sweet corn 250gm– 

750fils

5.	 Black forest cake 1kg–  BD5.500

6.	 El Corte Ingles fresh orange juice with 

pulp container 1ltr – 695fils

Lulu Hypermarket
1.	 Black olive basmati rice 5kg – BD3

2.	 Gold sugar 20lb – BD2

3.	 Tang instant drink mango or orange 

pouch 1kg/ 2pcs – BD2

4.	 Tanmiah fresh chicken 900gm – BD1

5.	 Daily fresh olive oil 1.8ltr – BD3

6.	 Baraka sunflower oil 4ltr – BD2

7.	 Kraft cheese slices light 400gm – BD1

Ansar Gallery 

1.	 Rayan UHT milk full fate 4x1ltr – 875fils 

2.	 Nabisco Chips Ahoy 3x128gm – 995fils

3.	 Nestle milk cream 4x160gm – BD1.250 

4.	 Noor sunflower oil 1.8ltr – BD1.595

5.	 Nido milk powder 2.25kg – BD4.495

6.	 Aseel pure butter ghee 2x400gm – 

BD2.995

July 17 - 23, 2019

SEEF MALL has 
announced the first winner 
of its ‘Shop 4 Cash’ 
campaign and it is just the 
beginning.

The seven-month long 
campaign, which started 
in June, aims to reward 
and enhance shoppers’ 
experience by giving them 
the chance to win up to 
BD100,000 in cash prizes.

Masooma Ezzat Habib is 
the first of eight winners 
to come. She snapped up 
the BD20,000 quarterly 
draw reward. Customers 
can enter the draws when 
spending BD30 or more 
at either Seef Mall in Seef 
or Muharraq. There is a 
monthly cash award of 
BD2,000, a quarterly of 
BD20,000 and a Grand 
prize of BD50,000 in 
December, when the 

campaign will end.
In addition to the these 

rewards, an additional 
draw will take place in 
December to commemorate 
the Kingdom’s National 

Day, wherein all the 
participants from the start 
of the campaign period will 
be included in the draw 
qualifying them to win 
BD2,000 in cash.

Your chance to shop and win

A cutting-edge fitness club
THE Ritz-Carlton 

Bahrain is helping 
its guests and 

members stay fit and 
healthy throughout the 
summer by unveiling 
its new state-of-the-art 
Royal Beach Club fitness 
facility with a glitzy 
private reception, writes 
Naman Arora.

The addition is part of the 
second phase of the resort’s 
renovations, following the 
one done of the mixed-gym 
facilities in November last 
year and features a fitted Bose 
sounds system, with floor-to-
ceiling windows overlooking 
the private beachfront and 
lagoon.

Members and guests enjoyed 
appetisers and beverages 
as rendering of the final 
phase of the enhancements 
were on display, including a 
new indoor pool and locker 
facilities. The new studio, 
measuring 150sqm, will be 
open to Royal Beach Club 
members and hotel guests 
and will offer daily classes, 
including yoga, Pilates, 
spinning, TRX and much 
more. 

The five-star hotel’s general 
manager Bernard de Villele 
said: “We are excited to open 
this facility to our members 

and guests. Some excellent 
trainers will be leading these 
classes. We invite everyone 
to come check it out and stay 
tuned for the final phase of 
renovations.”

The club also offers marina 
and wellness amenities 
including a jogging trail, 
tennis and squash courts, 
beach volleyball, temperature-
controlled indoor and outdoor 
pools, a hammam, Pearl 1 
boating and kids’ activities.

The facility is open daily 
from 5:30am to 10:30pm and 
non-members can purchase 
a Summer Day Pass which 
includes a lunch buffet at La 
Med, starting at BD29 for 
adults and BD14 for children 
(16 and under). Weekend day 
passes start at BD50 for adults 
and BD25 for children.

For more details, call 
17586612 or visit ritzcarlton.
com/Bahrain

RITZY REJUVENATION: 
The new facility at the club 
and, above, left, general 
manager Bernard
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Naman Arora takes a look at the world of financial technology and beyond ...

FinTechFocus
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EVERY other day, 
a handful of new 
collaboration 

press releases await us 
in GulfWeekly’s inboxes. 

From the MENA Fintech 
Association, launched a 
couple of weeks ago, to 
the recent Bahrain Fintech 
Bay collaboration with 
SES, ‘collaboration’ and 
‘ecosystem’ are buzzwords 
thrown around so often that 
they are starting to become 
noise in an already boisterous 
atmosphere.

Yet, these partnerships, 
when fruitful and well-
managed can often lay the 
groundwork for innovation 
for years to come. 

Take the SES Fintech Bay 
collaboration. While the 
primary noted objective to 
“develop Bahrain’s space 
capabilities” may seem like a 
Xanadu ideal, the immediate 
pay off of improving 
cloud computing and 
communication capabilities 
will provide the cash flow 
needed to achieve loftier 
goals. 

Khalid Saad, CEO of 
Bahrain Fintech Bay, said: 
“Our partnership with SES 
aims to support Bahrain’s 
transformation into an 

innovation and knowledge-
driven economy, including 
Bahrain’s Cloud First 
Policy, by developing the 
right space capabilities and 
infrastructure.”

As Bahrain and its 
local partners continue to 
sign these collaboration 
agreements, it is important 
to determine what kind 
of ecosystem they plan 
to engineer. With central 
planning being one of the 
key assets of the kingdom, 
this is easier done here 
than in freeform economies 
with multiple regulatory 
authorities. 

Dr Katri Valkokari, a 
Finnish research scientist 
who studies business models 
and market structures, 
defines the three main types 
of ecosystems in her 2015 
paper, Business, Innovation, 
and Knowledge Ecosystems: 
How They Differ and How 
to Survive and Thrive within 
Them.

She states that while 
innovation ecosystems 
integrate exploration and 
exploitation, knowledge 
ecosystems focus on 

generating new knowledge 
and technologies and business 
ecosystems focus on creating 
customer value, most national 
models tend to integrate two 
or more, either consciously or 
subconsciously. 

Bahrain’s FinTech 
ecosystem is a business and 
an innovative one, leveraging 
collective exploration of 
existing technologies to 
create market value. As such, 
its collaborations should be 

in line with this, emphasising 
companies that have a 
proven history of value-
driven applications that fulfil 
existing customer demands. 

Bad partnerships can not 
only cost valuable capital but 
can do permanent damage to 
a business and ecosystem’s 
brand equity.

A notable example in recent 
years has been Microsoft 
and Nokia’s collaboration 
on Windows Phone, in a 

gargantuan effort to create an 
iOS and Android competitor. 

This of course was 
unsuccessful, in part due 
to a lack of differentiating 
innovation and inability to 
attract mobile developers 
to either brands, but also 
because neither of the two 
brands were playing to their 
strengths. 

Nokia which had previously 
been an innovator in phone 
revolution, under the 

leadership of Microsoft, 
simply replicated features 
of other lesser smartphone 
manufacturers while 
Microsoft, which has a 
massive business suite 
ecosystem decided to target 
the personal consumer market. 

As a result, not only did 
Microsoft back out of the 
operating system market, 
it sold the Nokia brand at 
a fraction of its acquisition 
price to HMD, a team of 
former Nokia employees, 
who are now porting Android 
onto a once-behemoth’s 
offerings. 

This humble journalist 
urges brands and ecosystems 
to carefully consider their 
existing equity and potential 
value creation before jumping 
in the sack with a big-name 
brand.

Engineering an ecosystem
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6
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Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional dec
ision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cos
t

DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt dealMEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)
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Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effor t to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92
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ANALYSIS

CODE FOR COLLABORATION: Fruitful and well-managed partnerships can often lay the ground-
work for innovation and, top right, Khalid Saad

MIDDLE East based 
mums can look forward to 
an expanded offering of 
products online as Dividend 
Gate Capital (DGC), a 
Bahrain Financial Harbour 
based private equity firm, 
invested in Sprii, an up and 
coming online shopping 
hub for mothers across the 
region. 

Sprii, which just closed its 
Series A round of investment, 
has had an impressive start 
to the year delivering 20 per 
cent month-on-month growth 
while launching operations in 
Saudi Arabia and expanding 

presence in Kuwait, Oman 
and Bahrain. It connects 
local partners to current and 
aspiring mums, providing 
same-day deliveries, a free 
14-day return policy and 
convenient customer support.

Strong leadership and tech-
driven strategy emphasising 
an inventory-free model made 
this an attractive investment 
for the emerging technology 
segment of DGC’s portfolio. 

Khalid Al Hammadi, CEO 

of DGC said: “Our mantra 
is to focus on people first at 
DGC, investing alongside 
capable, intelligent, driven 
entrepreneurs with a hunger 
for growth and success; Sprii 
fit our criteria perfectly.”

Sprii started at a kitchen 
table with two employees, 
growing into a strong regional 
presence with a team of more 
than 100 employees and 
recently launched mobile 
apps which allow mothers on 

the move to peruse school, 
bath, baby and fashion 
products on-the-go.

Sprii has raised a total of 
$13m of investment, while 
building strategic partnerships 
with existing retail, logistics 
and finance players and hiring 
experts in big data analytics 
to optimize supply chains. 

Founder Sarah Jones 
added: “Our proven success 
has helped us finalise our 
funding round early, so we 

can get back to focusing on 
delivering our promise to our 
loyal customers.” 

Sprii also allows customers 
to pay cash on delivery, a 
much-demanded feature 

in the region, and with an 
expanded choice of products 
on the horizon, working 
mums can stay on top of all 
their duties, while staying 
cool this summer. 

Sprii’s impressive funding spree



Today (July 17)

Grab your guitar, bass, horn, 
sticks or voices and jam with 
Intercontinental Regency’s 
new resident band, DD & the 
Groove tonight. Also, enjoy an 
evening of modern soul funk 
with homemade Latin food. 
Call 17227777 for details.

Every Wednesday is ‘Wings 
and Wisdom’ night at Big 
Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House inside Best Western 
Plus - The Olive Hotel. It’s 
a quiz night with an added 
bonus of BD10net for ‘all-you-
can-eat’ chicken wings.
Call 17360063 for details.

The Sheraton Hotel Bahrain 
hosts a Ladies night with 
unlimited selected beverages 
every Wednesday at An Nada 
Lounge from 9pm to midnight. 
Call 17533533 for details.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
famous Steak Out night starts 
from 7pm at La Mosaique 
Restaurant, priced BD18net. 
For details, contact 17531122.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s poolside Italian 
restaurant, Vento, is offering 
a wide selection of pizzas 
from wood-fired ovens and 
artisan pastas. Available on 
weekdays from 11:30am to 
11pm, and weekends from 
11:30am to midnight.
For reservations, contact 
17115500.

Reef Resort’s Tokyo Reef 
restaurant features a 
specially-created set menu 
that is offered on weekdays 
(Saturday-Wednesday, closed 
on Mondays) and guests can 
watch as the chef prepares 
sushi and sashimi before their 
eyes. 
For details, call 13110110.

Enjoy Sushi-Meshi at the 
Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s Thai 
Lounge with 50 per cent 
savings on select sushi and 
beverages.
For details, contact 17586499 
or email rc.bahrz.restaurant.
reservations@ritzcarlton.com

Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 

hosts a BBQ night every 
Wednesday featuring ribs and 
Wagyu prime rib steak from 
7pm-11pm. The entertainment 
is performed by Twin Band. 
The BBQ buffet is inclusive 
of soft drinks and water for 
BD19net and free flow of 
beverages costs BD26net.
For details, contact 17171144.

Tomorrow (July 18)
Big Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House hosts Thursday Night 
Lights from 7pm to 9pm. This 
event showcases local and 
international musicians in 
Bahrain. 
Call 17360063 for details.

Ladies, dance away the night 
at Jumeirah’s Havana Club 
every Thursday from 8pm 
to midnight with unlimited 
selected beverages and enjoy 
a live Cuban band.
For details, call 7770 7070.

Savour live stations of 
seafood and meat cuisine 
every Thursday at the 
Intercontinental-Regency’s 
Selections Restaurant from 
7pm to 10:30pm priced 
at BD19net for food and 
BD29net inclusive of selected 
beverages.
For details, call 1722 7777.

The Reef Resort invites you 
to join its Seafood BBQ Night 
by the pool every Thursday 
and Friday at 7pm and 
enjoy the live Latino band 
every Friday. It’s priced at 
BD14+++ per person, with 
complimentary access to 
Reef Resort Infinity Pool.
For details, call 13110110.

Indulge in a variety of seafood 
from fresh oysters to sushi 
and Lobster Thermidor at 
Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
every Thursday from 7pm to 
11pm. The buffet is priced 
BD25net, including soft 
drinks and water, or BD31net 
inclusive of selected free flow 
beverages. 
For details, contact 1717 
1144. 

The Bizarre Lounge at Le 
Meridien invites you to a 
Latino dance party hosted 
by talented instructor Jaffar. 
Enjoy a chill atmosphere 
and salsa the night away to 
contemporary Latin American 
music every Thursday from 
10pm – 2am. 
For details, contact 1717 
1144.

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
hosts Tandoori Jugalbandi 
at Nirvana every Thursday 
from noon to 3pm for lunch 
or 7pm to 11:30pm for dinner. 
Savour an exotic spread 
of mouth-watering kebabs 
cooked to perfection by Chef 
Mahipal Singh, priced at 
BD30net inclusive of select 

Indian beverages. 
For details, contact 
17586499.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
has a Seafood Night, “From 
the Heart of the Ocean” 
starting at 7pm and priced 
BD18net (food only with 
beverage package available) 
at La Mosaique restaurant. 
For details, contact 17531122.

Savour the best of Japanese, 
Chinese and Thai seafood 
every Thursday evening 
from 7pm to 11pm, at Al 
Areen Palace & Spa’s Keizo 
restaurant, priced at BD25net 
including soft drinks. 
For details, contact 
17845000.

Friday (July 19)
Check out Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s new brunch ‘The 
Brasserie Way’ every Friday 
from 1pm to 5pm, priced 
BD27net with soft drinks 
and BD35net with selected 
beverages. 
For details, call 77707070.

Enjoy Al-Waha’s award-
winning brunch buffet of 
mouth-watering delicacies 
with your family every Friday 
while you enjoy the live 
tunes of the new QBA band 
at the Gulf Hotel. It’s priced 
at BD23net for the buffet 
and BD29net for the select 
beverage package. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is hosting a 
Friday Brunch with five food 
stations serving Arabic, 
Western, India, Japanese 
and Chinese delicacies, at 
Bahrain Bay Kitchen from 
1pm to 4pm. Priced BD30net 
per person including soft 
beverages and BD43net 
person including a beverage 
package. Children between 
six and 12, get a 50 per cent 
discount.
For reservations, call 
17115500.

The Sheraton Hotel Bahrain 
hosts a special daily buffet 
lunch from 12:30pm to 
3:30pm and dinner from 
7:30pm to 11:30pm at Al Safir 
Restaurant for BD10+++.
Ladies receive a 50 per cent 
discount on the buffet every 
Friday. 
For details, contact 
17533533.

At the InterContinental 
Regency Bahrain’s Elements 
outlet, join in on the popular 
salsa nights with the 
kingdom’s finest dancers 
every Friday from 8pm-
midnight.
Call 17227777 for details.

Every Friday afternoon, Al 
Areen’s Saffron Restaurant 
welcomes you to its pool 
barbecue buffet from 1pm 
to 5pm, featuring modern 
Khaleeji and Indian dishes, 
priced at BD15net including 
soft drinks and pool access. 

Big Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House presents its ‘Small 
Town, Throw Down’ brunch 

– the only five-hour brunch in 
the kingdom – from 11am to 
4pm. It features a buffet and 
specific table orders. There’s 
also karaoke.
Call 17360063 for details.

Bahrain’s Sweetest Brunch 
takes place every Friday from 
12:30pm-4pm at Le Meridien 
City Centre Bahrain’s Baharat 
restaurant. Enjoy the award-
winning sweet and savoury 
experience for BD28net 
including soft drinks and 
water, or BD40net including 
selected beverages. Live 
music from Twin Band 
accompanies the fare. Book 
for 10 people or more and 
receive 20 per cent discount. 
For details, call 17171144.

Saturday (July 20)
The Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
Pearl of Arabia-themed night 
takes place from 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant, priced 
BD13net, with a special 
beverages package. 
For details, contact 17531122.

Join the Gulf Hotel’s 
professional chef instructor 
for The Art of Cooking class 
this Saturday from 10:30am 
to noon for a lesson in 
Chinese cooking with Chef 
Ding. Learn how to cook 
delicious meals within a 
busy schedule and earn a 
certificate and apron. The 
price per person is BD18net 
including lunch. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

Enjoy a delectable selection 
of handcrafted cakes and 
milkshakes all day every day 

at the Furn Bakery, while 
revelling in the Rotunda’s 
ambience. Arabic afternoon 
tea available from 3pm to 
6pm. Or grab a coffee and 
croissant to go for BD 3 net.
For more information, call 
17171441.

Reef Resort’s lobby café 
Chocolaterie is offering an 
array of signature teas, 
coffees, pastries and 
delectable hand-made 
chocolates Saturday to 
Wednesday from 4pm to 6pm 
with a net price of BD4.
For details, call 13110110.

Spice up your weekly brunch 
with a culinary journey around 
Mexico at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain’s Cantina Kahlo 
restaurant. This will be held 
from noon to 4pm, priced 
BD36.500net per person 
with selected beverages and 
BD23net per person with soft 
beverages. 
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

Families can enjoy a buffet 
meal at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain’s La Med Restaurant 
every Saturday from 12:30pm 
to 3:30pm. The price is 
BD19net per person.
For details, contact 
17586499. 

Lounge at Legendz 
Steakhouse and enjoy a 
lazy lunch in a relaxed cosy 
setting every Saturday from 
11:30am to 4pm. Priced at 
BD19net.
For details, call 17227777.

Sunday (July 21)
Enjoy Sundown Grill at the 
Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s Plums 
from 7pm to 11.30pm every 
Sunday. 
Satisfy your steak cravings 
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6
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Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional dec
ision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cos
t

DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt dealMEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)
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Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effor t to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92
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SUMMER CAMPS

with US Black Angus, 
Australian Kobe Wagyu 
and Irish grass-fed served 
with a side salad, tru¬ffle 
fries, creamed spinach 
and sautéed mushrooms 
for BD38net per person, 
inclusive of one grape 
beverage.
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

Spice up your weekdays with 
a lunch at Four Seasons 
Hotel Bahrain Bay’s Bay 
View Lounge’s Lobby Lounge 

priced at BD8.5net for a two-
course meal or BD11net for 
a three-course meal every 
Sunday to Thursday from 
noon to 3pm.
For details, call 17115001.

Enjoy a selection of 
international and Middle 
Eastern cuisine at Le 
Méridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
every Sunday to Thursday 
from 12.30pm to 3pm. 
The lunch buffet is priced 
BD16net, the soup and salad 
buffet is priced BD7net and 
children aged six to 12 dine 

at half price.
For details, call 1717 1144.

Bathe in berry bliss, enjoying 
a berry-inspired limited time 
seasonal menu crafted 
by Chef Vineet, delivering 
explosive tastes and subtle 
accents at the Gulf Hotel’s 
Rasoi by Vineet. 
For more details, contact 
1771 3000.

Monday (July 22)
The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s 
Mamma Mia Mondays at 
Primavera will entice your 
palate with a new menu 
featuring a selection of 
traditional pizza and pasta. 
Amongst the choices 
are Pizza Diavola, Pizza 
Regina and Pizza al Funghi, 
homemade spaghetti 

carbonara, tonarelli cacio 
e pepe and tagliatelle alla 
Bolognese. The cost is BD19 
for one pizza and one pasta. 
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

Enjoy a bistro-inspired lunch 
menu at CUT by Wolfgang 
Puck from Monday to 
Thursday from noon to 3pm.
For details, contact 
17115044.

Enjoy spicy chicken wings 
and a cold beverage every 
day at Gulf Hotel’s Margarita 
Mexicana prepared by Chef 
Herrera, featuring a special 
chipotle sauce infused with 
Mexican chocolate. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

Enjoy a swim and mouth-
watering breakfast every day 
at Al Areen’s Rimal restaurant, 
priced at BD9net including soft 
drinks and pool access. 

Tuesday (July 23)
There is a Ladies Night at the 
Gulf Hotel Bahrain Convention 
& Spa every Tuesday, where 
women receive a 50 per 
cent discount for the hotel’s 
lounges, spas and restaurants, 
excluding Rasoi by Vineet.
For details, contact 17713000 
or email info@gulfhotelbahrain.
com

Enjoy Taco Tuesdays at The 
Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s Cantina 
Kahlo from 6pm to 10pm. 
Choose from 10 varieties of 
tacos for BD22net per person. 

It’s also inclusive of one 
selected beverage.
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

Every Tuesday is His Night at 
Jumeirah’s Havana Club, with 
a complimentary first beverage 
for gentlemen. 
Call 77707070 to make a 
reservation or get details. 

Ladies, dance away the 
night and when you order a 
selected beverage, enjoy a 
complimentary second cocktail 
at the Harvester Pub & Terrace 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
every Tuesday from 9pm 
to 1am. The best dressed 
ladies get two complimentary 
selected beverages!
For details, contact 17531122

Enjoy jazz, grapes and 
cheese at the Intercontinental 
Regency’s Noor Lounge every 
Tuesday from 7pm to 10pm. 
The price is BD 9.9net with 
unlimited grapes. 
For details, call 17227777.
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GULF Hotel diners now have an added incentive to enjoy 
a summer meal at their favourite restaurants. With the 
annual Summer Cash Back program back in swing until 
the end of August, patrons will receive 20 per cent of 
their bill’s subtotal as a cash back voucher, which can be 
redeemed on their next visit to any one of the hotel’s 16 
award-winning gourmet destinations.
To participate, guests will receive a card-sized booklet to 
collect their vouchers that can easily be tucked into their 
purse or wallet and redeemed on any of their following 
summertime visits, before the program ends on August 
31, 2019.

July 18 – 20
Artistic Arabic Letters
Kids aged six to 15 years 
old are invited to learn 
and write Arabic letters, 
focusing on their use in 
creative works. 

Little Van Gogh
Kids aged nine to 15 years 
are welcome to learn about 
the life and art of famous 
artist Vincent Willem 
van Gogh and create art 
inspired by his work. 

July 22 – 24 
The Little Environmental
Children aged 6 to 15 
years can learn the 
basics of protecting the 
environment with fun 
activities.

Launch your catapult
Kids aged 6 to 11 years 
can learn the technique of 
catapults, as they design, 
build and test their own 
catapults.

l Activities: 5:15 to 6:15pm; 6:30 to 7:30pm; 7:45 to 8:45pm

MORNINGS too busy? 
Enrol your five to 10 year 
olds in an afternoon camp 
at Artology in the Bahrain 
Financial Harbour, this 
summer and watch them 
learn tie-dying, cross-
stitching, cupcake decoration 
and batik painting. 

THE Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay welcomes 
parents to enrol their four 

to 12-year old kids to enjoy 
exciting games, challenging 
activities and educational 
workshops while making new 
friends and learning new 

skills. Camp runs Sunday 
to Wednesday from 9am to 
6pm and from Thursday to 
Saturday, until August 31.
Call 17115091 for details.

ROYAL Beach Club 
members, non-members 
and hotel guest are welcome 
to enrol their kids for a 
day Ritz Kids, a fun-filled 
adventure for those aged 
four to 12 years. A variety 

of exciting activities, such 
as water sports, swimming, 
culinary classes, arts and 
crafts, talent shows and 
adventure games awaits 
until September 5 at the Ritz-
Carlton Bahrain.
Call 17586612 for details

BAHRAIN Ballet Centre’s 
Dance and Creative Camp 
is now at Al Najma Club, 
Juffair for the month of 

July, promising a great 
introduction to the world 
and music and creativity 
with various dance styles 
including ballet, tap, 
modern, Bollywood, hip-hop, 
contemporary and more! 
Open to ages five to 12 
years, every weekday, from 
9am to 12:30pm at Barbar.
Call 17693232 for details.

LIFE-FITNESS brings 

you its summer camp at 
Adventure Hub in Galleria 
Mall. Kids, aged five to 
14 are invited to enjoy 
up to two days a week of 
activities such as a high/
low rope course, caving, 
climbing walls and more, 
from 9:30 to noon on 
Mondays and Wednesdays. 
Registration and payments 
in advance through Life 
Fitness.

EXPLORE The Lost Paradise of 
Dilmun Water Park this summer with 
Antar, a challenging obstacle course 
consisting of four legs, and race to win 
valuable prizes, going up against 5,000 
other contenders who have accepted 
the challenge but haven’t conquered it.
The park is also offering amazing 
discounts for guests who reserve their 
tickets via their revamped website 
as well as live entertainment on the 
weekends. Timings have also been 
extended, the park now is open from 
10am to 10pm on weekdays, until 
11pm on weekends and from 6pm to 
1am for Thursday Ladies Night. The 
facility, which has won the best water 
park award from Trip Advisor and was 

identified as a key Bahrain Summer 
destination, is also re-introducing 
family, couples and single membership 
packages. 
For more information, call 17845100 or 
visit www.lpodwaterpark.com

EVERYONE over the age of six is 
invited to be a part of the fifth annual 
Family Biathlon on September 20 at 
4pm at the ART Rotana. Help support 
the Bahrain Cancer Society and join 
over 700 participants and spectators 
for this legendary event to test your 
physical limits or support the brave 
swimming runners. 
Those above the age of 16 can take 
part in the main biathlon, aiming to 
swim 600 metres and run for 5km, while 
those from six to 12 and 12 – 15 are 
welcome to participate in shortened 
biathlons, 150 metres plus 1km run 
and 300 metres swim plus 3km run 
respectively. There is a 4km walkathon 
that is open to all interested.

DIVE to the first underwater selfie 
station in Bahrain this weekend 
at the Marassi Diving Festival 
at the Marassi Bahrain private 
beach between 3pm and 7pm. 
Treasure awaits hunting, breath 
hopes to be held and prizes 
look forward to being won at this 
once-in-a-lifetime experience, 
being organised by the Bahrain 
Divers Volunteer Team, in 
partnership with the Saudi Divers 
Team. Diving instructors will 
be close at hand to help diving 
rookies gain their sea-legs. And 
for the aquaphobes, there will 
be artworks and games on the 
seashore.
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Jalal’s timely tips on the latest trends
THIS week’s spotlight falls on the Breitling 

Navitimer, which has been revered by 
collectors as the world’s most highly 
regarded pilot’s watch since 1952. 
Breitling is back with a new limited 

edition created exclusively for the 
Middle East, the Navitimer 1 Automatic 
41.

The watch, limited to 250 pieces, 
combines the historic appeal of a true icon 
with the refinement of a sophisticated, 
contemporary timepiece.
It effortlessly blends some of the 

features of the brand’s most celebrated 
watch family with an understated design 
that makes it an instant classic in its own 

right. It features its familiar circular 
slide rule and distinctive beaded 

bidirectional bezel as well as a 41-millimeter 
stainless-steel case and a clean three-hand 
dial. This makes it a stylish complement to 
any wardrobe. 

Aed Adwan, Breitling’s Middle East 
managing director, said: “The new Navitimer 
1 Automatic 41 is an ideal companion for our 
Middle East cosmopolitan travellers with its 
green dial and contemporary look, drawing 
inspiration from the iconic Navitimer, a three-
handed timepieces we launched back in the 
1950s.”

The watch is available in a stainless-steel 
case with a striking green dial. The hour 
markers, as well as the hour and minute 
hands, are coated with Super-LumiNova, 
a luminescent material that ensures easy 
reading in all lighting conditions. 

It also features a red-tipped central seconds 
hand and there is a date window at the 6 

o’clock position on the dial.
The stainless-steel model is presented on 

either an alligator strap or on a stainless-steel 
Navitimer bracelet with a folding clasp.

It is powered by the Breitling Caliber 
17, an automatic movement with a power 
reserve of approximately 38 hours. Like all 
Breitling watches, they are COSC-certified 
chronometers which are a guarantee of their 
accuracy and reliability. Each Navitimer 1 
Automatic 41 is water-resistant to 3 bar (30 
meters/100 feet).

Breitling manufactures its own movements 
inhouse and the quality of every watch is 
confirmed by its status as a COSC-certified 
chronometer, made in Switzerland.

The watch is now available across the 
Middle East. 

AMERICAN rap 
sensation and 
designer Tyler, 

the Creator, is jazzing up 
the game of tennis with 
retro-inspired colour-
blocked tracksuits to 
offer sport fanatics a 
touch of nostalgia in 
a range of genderless 
apparel. 

Tyler’s brand, GOLF le 
FLEUR, has teamed up with 
French fashion house Lacoste 
to design an eighties tennis 
court-side capsule collection 
that would delight the likes 
of Wimbledon champions 
Serena Williams and Andy 
Murray. 

The 16-piece line, titled 
GOLF le FLEUR* x Lacoste, 
features tracksuits, bucket 
hats, polo shirts and varsity 
jackets in pastel shades, a 
common colour palate worn 
by the rapper.

The hues were renamed 
to express singularities 
produced by surprising multi-
shades or complementary 
side tints. It’s not dusty pink 
anymore, its “litchi” and 
beige becomes a mineral 
“geode”. Forget about off-
white; here we are talking 
“mascarpone”. 

Also, the GIF-inspired 
shades plastered over 
garments, appropriated from 
Lacoste’s historical archive, 
boldly display contrasting 
elements to develop a 
sportswear-inflected chic look 
infused with retro references. 

Straight, unisex cuts were 
applied to deliberately thick 
cotton to produce short-

sleeve polo shirts, buttoned 
tees, sweatshirts, shorts and 
bucket hats to ooze poise 
and vintage vibes. Cut from 
wool cloth, the classic varsity 
jacket with extra embroidery 
takes on a couture slant, 
while matching jacket 
and sweatpants combos 
reinterpret jogging lore with 
pastel tones.

Buttoned all the way up, 
white collars stand out 
against pigmented canvas 
which can be hitched up over 
forearms and ankles to bare 
a rib trimming, as a nod to 
an old-school heritage tinged 
with modern-day casual. 

Somewhere in-between 
the classy, laid-back tennis 
lifestyle and street-level 
subcultures, the collection is 
set to redefine conventional 
notions of elegance and 
casual style. 

The line will be launched 
today in stores around the 
world and online. It fits in 
perfectly with Lacoste’s 
image as the company itself 
was founded in 1933 by 
tennis player René Lacoste 
and André Gillier.

Design a smash hit on court

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

FASHION
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THE Gulf Hotel 
Bahrain has become 
one of those 

permanent fixtures in the 
kingdom that is almost 
part of the architectural 
landscape. As a result, 
this humble journalist 
has to be honest, I have 
often overlooked it as a 
culinary destination.

However, my taste buds were 
intrigued and thrilled by the 
Typhoon Lounge at the Gulf 
Hotel Bahrain, Convention & 
Spa, resetting my expectations 
and rejuvenating my belly with 
some of their poolside delights. 

Known primarily for its 
custom beverages and chill 
atmosphere, the Typhoon 
Lounge sits at the feet of the 
Royal Thai and the hotel’s 
pool area. The venue offers 
indoor and discrete outdoor 
seating, complete with seven 
feet-tall grass to maintain your 
privacy and make you feel like 
you are sitting in the middle of 
a Vietnamese jungle. 

You can hear the activity 
of the pool without feeling 
compelled to entertain the 
company, which is perfect for 
an introvert like me.

There is a winding coy 
pond outside the restaurant, 
with coy fish from Japanese 
waters and turtles to give you 
company as you relax, enjoy 
the atmosphere and nibble on 
some waterside snacks.

And the nibbles will 
definitely delight your 
stomachs, as they did ours, 
almost leaving us in stupor on 
our seats, as we devoured the 
platter of appetisers, prepared 
lovingly for us by Chef Vida 
Padilla.

We started off with a round 
of chicken sliders served with 
potato wedges. The Canadian 
within me purred with pleasure 
as I bit into the slice of beef 
bacon tucked between two 
butter-toasted buns, cheese, 
pickles and of course, grilled 
chicken breast. 

Next in front of us was a 
round of beef quesadillas. Chef 
Vida has a particular affinity 
for Mexican food, having 

recently worked at one of the 
Mexican-themed joints in 
Block 338. She infused this 
love into two tortillas, added 
some beef and sweet peppers 
and threw in a side of tempura 
French fries topped with Cajun 
spices for good measure and 
unforgettable flavour. 

Starting to feel full already, 
we sampled a heathier option 
– the buffalo taco salad. It 
was packed with appetising 
avocado slices and leaves 
of lettuce topped with fresh 
corn crisps and spicy chicken, 
breathing some life into the 
purring taco cats that we were 

at risk of turning into. 
As we paced ourselves 

for the seaside samplers yet 
to come, we washed down 
our delights with some 
delectable drinks. I went for 
the revitalising peach iced tea, 
while my compadres went for 
the famous Jojo’s mojito and 
the strawberry slush. 

Seeing us alive, alert, awake 
and enthusiastic, Chef Vida 
indulged us with the Black 
Lemon Tempura, a selection 
of seafood including calamari, 
shrimp and hamour served 
with a tangy tartar sauce. 
It was all topped with the 
tart twinges of black lemon 
powder which filled out the 
fritter flavours. The hamour 

put us in good humour, with 
its crispy melt-in-your-mouth 
softness and Jalal, our handy 
hamour jefe (boss), gave 
it a perfect five-star rating, 
humming happily with every 
bite. 

And don’t fret, we didn’t 
leave our vegetarian 
videographer behind. He 
snacked on a couple of mac 
and cheese fritters, which 
packed the taste of the ever-
popular baked mac-n-cheese 
into single-bite delights. That 
was quickly followed by some 
Thai spring-rolls loaded with 
crispy onions. 

Feeling like we definitely 
should have gone for a dip 
before devouring all these 

sizzling summer snacks, we 
were ready for a snooze or 
lounge in the shallow end of 
the pool. 

The ambience of a relaxed 
Saturday afternoon, along with 
the mellow humdrum radiating 
from the pool was the perfect 
caper to yet another blazing 
Bahraini weekend and this 
roasted reporter was feeling 
satiated and well-hosted. 

Restaurant manager Godwin 
Prabhakaran added, “We invite 
everyone to enjoy a relaxed 
evening with us amongst the 
evergreen tropical gardens 
while the house band, QBA 
Inside serenades us every day 
from Tuesday to Sunday.”

Go check out the Typhoon 

Lounge for yourself, which is 
open daily from 3pm to 1am 
and on Fridays until 2am. 
Typhoon also has happy hour 
every day from 3pm to 7pm 
and from 11pm until close.
l Scan the QR code below 

to watch Naman’s interview 
with Chef Vida.

Taste the Typhoon 

By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

GOURMET REPORT

Poolside Delights

Subscribe to GulfWeekly’s YouTube Channel.

SNACK TIME: Bite-sized delights 
at the Typhoon Lounge, bottom 
left, restaurant manager Godwin 
and, right, Chef Vida 
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CRICKET fans 
worldwide 
witnessed history 

in the making as New 
Zealand and England 
went head to head in a 
super-over International 
Cricket Council World 
Cup final that is going 
to be discussed and 
debated for generations 
to come.

Both New Zealand and 
England had never won the 
ICC World Cup in its 44-year 
history, both lost matches 
against reigning champions 
Australia early in the 
competition and both, while 
sporting excellent squads were 
not favoured to make it past 
the semi-finals. 

However, both teams braved 
insurmountable odds. England 
destroyed Australia in its semi-
final standoff by eight wickets 
and New Zealand cruised by 
India with an 18-run victory, 
to make it to the momentous 
day staged at Lord’s Stadium 
in the heart of London.

The day dawned with 
cloudy yet clear skies, with 
no sign of rain that has been 
a spoilsport throughout this 
World Cup. Crowds filled the 
stadium, many of them having 
bought their tickets at a heavy 
premium ‘from Indian fans 
who had purchased 41 per 
cent of the tickets anticipating 
an India-Australia or India-
England final’ as reported by 
Yahoo! Cricket.

New Zealand won the toss, 
electing to bat and fought hard 
to put up a score of 241-8 
against English bowlers Liam 
Plunkett and Chris Woakes, 
who each took three wickets. 

The New Zealand side’s 
most significant partnership 
was put up by Captain Kane 
Williamson and Henry 
Nicholls, with an impressive 
74 runs, before being shut 
down by Plunkett. 

In the end, New Zealand 
put up a valiant 241, with 14 

boundaries and two sixes, 
sacrificing 8 wickets in their 
run. 

With England needing a sub-
par 242 to win the coveted title 
to one of the most-watched 
sporting events worldwide 
attracting more than 600 
million unique viewers, the 
odds reigned supreme in their 
favour.

Since being destroyed in 
the World Twenty20 final in 
2016, England has worked 
hard to put together one of the 
most robust teams worldwide 
and was heavily favoured 
to win, before the World 
Cup started…and fans in the 
kingdom took notice.

Nitin Garg, 37, from Juffair, 
who caught the cricket action 
at the Bahrain Rugby Football 
Club, said: “England has the 
better team. They have done 

really well in the last two 
years. New Zealand has just 
been lucky.”

But this is where the magic 
of cricket comes in. No matter 
what the omniscient Google 
probability tracker or the best 
experts may say, a team’s 
fighting spirit can make 
any match from our local 
neighbourhood matches to the 
World Cup interesting. 

When England stepped up 
to the pitch to bat, they were 

By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

CRICKET

MAIDEN VICTORY MADE FOR ENGLAND
WORLD CHAMPIONS:
The hosts lift the trophy
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off to a slow start, as they 
were kept in check by Lockie 
Ferguson and James Neesham, 
two of international cricket’s 
most formidable pacers. 

The score, at 23.5 overs, 
was a sparse 86/4, and at the 
GulfWeekly office, we started 
to zone out of the match, our 
photographer Honey happy 
that his pick New Zealand 
seemed set to win. 

However, the charm of 
cricket came alive yet again 

as Jos Buttler joined Ben 
Stokes on the field. After three 
maiden overs (which are overs 
where no runs are put on the 
board), they embarked on a 
110-run partnership, bringing 
the home team back into play. 

This is when, intrigued by 
this new spirit, our team joined 
other cricket followers at the 
Bahrain Rugby and Football 
Club, to gauge how local fans 
felt about the game. 

The ambience, while a bit 

dampened by the slow start, 
was still hopeful. After all, at 
this point, they only needed 86 
runs off 72 balls. 

Chris Louis from Saar said: 
“May the best side win but 
I am still hopeful England 
clinches its first World Cup.”

As the final 10 overs of the 
match began, the English side 
continued to rally, inching 
closer to their target. The final 
two overs were nail-biting 
cricket at its best. England 

alternated boundaries and 
sixes with dropped wickets, 
sacrificing the rest of their 
wickets to level the score, with 
a six and a hotly contested 
boundary by Stokes being 
added to the two runs the 
batters took. 

England rounded off its 
inning with a tying 241, with 
27 boundaries and two sixes. 

And this is when everyone 
knew this was history being 
scripted, as journalists all over 
the field rapidly leafed through 
the rule book to determine the 
guidelines for the super-over, 
cricket’s version of the penalty 
shootout. 

This is the first ever super-
over in a cricket World Cup 
final, its first outing at a match 
of this level, since it was 
introduced in 2008. Each team 
gets one over or six balls to 
put up their best score. And as 
the sporting gods would have 
it, even here, the teams were 
evenly matched, putting up 15 
runs each. 

And here, one of the most-
forgotten rules of super-
overs became cricket’s most 
controversial, as England was 
crowned the victor because 
they had more hit more fours 
than New Zealand.

With cries of exuberance 
and exasperation, possibly the 
greatest game ever played in 
international cricket came to 
an end, as England clinched its 
first ever World Cup in history.

Fans are going to debate 
and fight this for the next few 
generations, while our younger 
counterparts watch with 
bemused looks, as we argue 
over whether it was the pitch, 
Stokes’ final boundary or just 
plain luck that gave England 
its victory. 

Ishaan Bhutani, man on the 
ground, who flew from India 
to England for the match, said: 
“Things are crazy over here. 
Fans are going absolutely nuts. 
This is definitely history in the 
making.”

MAIDEN VICTORY MADE FOR ENGLAND
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FACTS AT A GLANCE
Location: Oasis Estate at Riffa Views   
Reference number: VI942
Rental price: BD1,600

Living rooms: 2
Bedrooms: 5 
Bathrooms: 5
Additional information: There is a landscaped 

garden and a country club, an international school 
nearby as well as a shopping strip. 
For further information on this and other homes call 
Star Real Estate at 17298210.

A guide to the best properties home and abroad - by Mai Al Khatib-Camille

Spacious Property Features:
En suite master bedroom, 2 bedrooms share a 
bathroom, spacious living/dining area welcoming 
guests, closed kitchen and a maid's room, fully 
�nished, with �ooring throughout, air conditioning 
units and a fully �tted kitchen with appliances, 2 
allocated parking spaces are provided for each �at, 
elevator, garbage chute, high-quality soundproof 
windows.
Starting Price:  BHD 65,000 – Ref: AP733

Spacious Property Features:
Open plan kitchen, living and dining area, 1 en- 
suite bedroom, 1 guest toilet, balcony with a city 
view, one car parking, 24 hour security, outdoor 
rooftop swimming pool, ladies and gent's gym.

Starting Price: BHD 47,000 – Ref: AP869

Fully Furnished Flat Features:

Fully �tted open plan kitchen, 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, rent is inclusive of electricity and 
water bill (BD 30 cap), 1 car parking.

Rent Price: BHD 390 – Ref: AP887

View our listing in the classi�ed section of the GDN     FREE Find-a-Property Services T: +973 1729 8210  E: admin@starrealestate.bh        starrealestate      www.starrealestate.bh

FREEHOLD | SALE | RENT RESIDENCES

FOR SALE! FREEHOLD
RESIDENTIAL LANDS

FOR SALE! FREEHOLD
RESIDENTIAL LANDS

DILMUNIA, EASTERN NEIGHBORHOODDILMUNIA, EASTERN NEIGHBORHOOD

Price Per Square Feet: from BHD 22.5 - 24.5

Plot Area: from 529 - 743 Sqm

Total Price: from BHD 131,000 - 188,000

Classification: RA

FOR SALE!  BRAND NEW APARTMENT NEXT TO ISA TOWN GATE

FOR SALE!  FREEHOLD BRAND NEW APARTMENT MINUTES FROM SEEF

FOR RENT FULLY FURNISHED INCLUSIVE FLAT IN ZINJ

Arabesque-inspired oasis
A MODERN two-storey, 

five bedroom villa with 
a landscaped garden 

is available for rent in the 
Arabesque-styled Oasis 
Estate at Riffa Views. 

The development’s Oasis was 
inspired by Bahrain’s natural 
environment, combining the 
splendour of the desert with the 
calming cool of shaded and green 
areas.

In this property’s case, there is 
much to be admired from greenery 
to spacious surroundings.

The semi-furnished home, which 
has a built-up area of 472sqm and 
a plot area of 755sqm, features a 
cosy living room on the ground 
floor as well as a sizable dining 
area and a welcoming reception 
foyer. There is also another family 
room on the first floor. 

The bedrooms all include 
dressing areas and ensuite 
bathrooms. There is one bedroom 
on the ground floor and the 
other four, including the master 
bedroom, are on the first floor. 
Only three of the bedrooms 
include terraces overlooking 
the garden, the golf course and 
the development. There are two 
kitchens, one open-style with 
a breakfast counter and the 
other outside for those nights of 
entertaining family and friends.

The property comes with a 
maid’s quarters and four parking 
spaces.

As for amenities, aside 
from the golfing facilities, the 
development has a country club, 
an international school, along with 
a shopping strip full of restaurants 
and a supermarket.
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HAVING the right 
bedding can make 
all the difference 

when it comes to having 
a blissful night’s rest or 
ending up in a ‘toss and 
turn-style’ marathon.

Think about it…would you 
rather sleep on itchy, coarse 
sheets or slip into dream land 
on a silky, smooth quilt?

Retailers are well aware of 
the sleep benefits that can result 
from covering beds in crisp 
pure cotton sheets, luxe throws, 
soft duvet covers and gorgeous 
quilts. Its ‘snoozeville’ all 
around and designers such as 
Hugo Boss and Kenzo have 
jumped on the slumber train by 
designing a collection of linens 
to ensure people get a great 
night’s rest. It doesn’t hurt that 
the collection is stunning as 
well and can transform a drab 
bedroom into a modern and 
chic setting to lay your weary 
head.
Hibernate with Hugo Boss
This is the German luxury 

fashion house’s first ever 

home collection, directly 
inspired by the brand’s 
fashion shows. The line 
features three different and 
delectable patterns that 
come with an urban and 
contemporary twist.

The first pattern, Paros 
comes with beautiful grey 
shading, adding texture and 

depth to the material. While 
the second, Pacific, brings 
together a combination of 
ocean blues warmed by 
nuanced sandy shades – and 
upon closer inspection the 
vertically striped motif reveals 
small, aligned water drops. 
Last but not least, the final 
pattern in this collection is 

called Connection and it 
incorporates striped ribbons 
which cross over one other 
in dark navy shades against 
a beige backdrop and allows 
for a modern yet timeless look 
and feel.

Keep calm with Kenzo 
Meanwhile, French Kenzo 

has created sublime bed 
linens produced by the world-
renowned, Fremaux-Delorme. 
Its creative and cheerful 
palette is ideal for those who 
are looking to decorate their 
bedrooms with fashion-
inspired colourful prints.

This season, there are two 
stunning patterns to choose 
from. First up is Bamboo – a 
tribute to Kenzo Takada 
himself. This set is a fantasy 
of colours and exoticism, 

filled with tigers and bamboo 
shoots to help people feel as 
though they are sleeping in a 
tropical jungle paradise. 

The second design is calmer 
in style. Paisley, which is a 
take on traditional patterns, is 

also indicative of the ethnical 
influences of the designer. 
With a blue and white palette, 
the look is at once modern and 
graphic and ideal for those 
who are looking to make a 
bold, yet Zen statement.

Dream designer bedding

ROYAL Hospital for Women & Children, a new 
specialised healthcare facility located in Riffa, 
unveiled its Paediatric Gastroenterology Dis-
ease Centre which includes a state-of-the-art 
paediatric endoscopy unit. The centre and the 
unit will be headed by Dr Souheil Shabib, con-
sultant of paediatric gastroenterology, hepa-
tology and clinical nutrition for children. 

NOOR Al Diyar Private School, situated at Diyar Al Muharrq, celebrated 44 of its KG2 students with a gradua-
tion ceremony and school concert. The graduation was held under the patronage of Abdulhakeem Yacoob 
Alkhayyat, managing director and CEO of Kuwait Finance House, and was attended by Ali Hasan, chairman of 
the school, as well as directors Sameera Ali Hasan and Dr Muhammad Mashood.

THE People’s Forum Bahrain organised a blood donation camp, associated with Shifa Al Jazeera, to address the 
shortage of blood in Salmaniya Medical Complex’s blood bank. Shifa Al Jazeera’s medical director Dr Salman Ali 
Ghareeb inaugurated the camp and it was attended by People’s Forum president Azad JP. More than 100 people 
including social workers Subair Kannur, KT Salim, Chemban Jalal, Rajesh and Sibin Salim participated. Shifa Al ja-
zeera issued free check-up cards to donors.

THE Tender Board held a seminar for Ministry of Transportation and Telecommu-
nications staff at its headquarters in Bahrain Bay, aimed at maximising economic 
efficiency by helping government entities secure purchases at fair and competitive 
rates. The three-hour ‘Foundation in Tendering Processes’ event highlighted the 
tendering options available for the ministry to achieve its objectives and forms part 
of a series of seminars and workshops being organised by the Tender Board for pur-
chasing authorities, vendors, and contractors. Topics covered included the tender 
process and procedures, legal procedures and how to use the Tender Board’s state-
of-the-art e-Tendering system. 
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New in post

In focus

Painting programme

Support for theme park

ALBA is on course to be transformed into 
the largest smelter in the world with the 
full ramp-up of Line 6 happening on July 
31, said CEO Tim Murray, pictured right. 
That stretches its overall sales volume 
and throughput, in double-digits, for the 
second quarter of 2019 despite trade-
tensions and the downward pressure on 
LME prices.

BATELCO has announced its sponsorship of the Rashid 
Equestrian & Horse Racing Club following the signing of a 
platinum partnership agreement at the telecoms headquar-
ters in Hamala. The agreement was signed by Batelco CEO 
Mikkel Vinter and Shaikh Salman bin Rashid Al Khalifa, CEO 
of Rashid Equestrian & Horse Racing Club.

SHAMS Al Doseri, pictured left, 
was appointed as the first Bahraini 
female country manager for Gulf 
Air’s Addis Ababa station. She has 
eight years of airline sales experi-
ence and was selected to represent 
Gulf Air in Ethiopia and manage 
the airline’s office in its capital. The 
airline has been operating flights to 
and from Addis Ababa in Ethiopia 
since 2011.

MORE than 200 people participated in a medical check-up 
organised by the Ananthapuri Association in partnership 
with Al Hilal Multi Specialty Medical centre. The event was 
held at the medical centre’s premises in Adliya. The event 
was attended by association president Mohan Kumar, mem-
bers of the Ananthapuri community, officials and staff.

Road to fitness

BAHRAIN’S first multi-sensory boutique cycling studio, Ride Nation, has opened its doors to fitness buffs in Wadi Al Sail Mall - Riffa. 
The event, which featured 30-minute free rides, was attended by 100 guests including members of the community, local influenc-
ers and media representatives.  The launch included tours of the facility coupled with themed mocktails and live instrumentation. 

Ebrahim K. Kanoo has partnered with the National Institute for Industrial Training to launch the ‘Body & Paint Program 2019’ to train 
students on the best practices used within the body and paint field. The 10-month programme will provide students with an in-depth 
understanding of the various tools and techniques used by Ebrahim K. Kanoo’s trained and certified technical staff. 

DIYAR Al Muharraq announced its sup-
port to the Ministry of Industry, Com-
merce and Tourism and its continued 
collaboration with the Bahrain Tourism 
and Exhibitions Authority to establish the 
world’s largest underwater theme park. 
The theme park, which is located around 
50km from Diyar Al Muharraq, aims to 
revive the marine ecosystem within an 
ideal environment helping it to grow and 
thrive as well as to ensure biodiversity in 
Bahraini waters. The theme park is set to 
become a hub for amateur and profes-
sional drivers from around the world.

New business software
VIVA Bahrain has introduced its 
new business e-suite software port-
folio designed to enable businesses 
to accelerate their performance 
and growth. The solutions are 
customised for small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) to help 
them streamline their business 
operations while focusing on speed 
and scalability combined with a 
superior user experience. It was 
launched exclusively in partnership 
with KPMG for a selection of diverse 
small and medium businesses from 
different industries at the Wynd-
ham Grand Manama hotel.

BATELCO has partnered with YuppTV; 
the largest South Asian OTT content 
provider to offer more than 100 Indian 
Live TV channels in the Hindi, Malay-
alam and Tamil languages in addition 
to access to a large video on demand 
library of Indian TV shows and Bol-
lywood movies, said Maha Abdul-
rehman, general manager, consumer 

division, pictured right. Moreover, subscribers will never 
need to miss a show again thanks to Yupp TV’s catchup fea-
ture that records up to one week of Live TV. 



Film       Weekly
Movie-loving Subidita Bhattacharya checks out the big screen releases on show in a cinema near you
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BIOGRAPHICAL films or 
biopics have always been a 
staple of the entertainment 

industry since the earliest days of 
silent cinema in films like French 
filmmaker Georges Melies’ epic 
Jeanne D’Arc. 

We love ideas that already have 
‘public domain’ – a certain public 
recognition; ‘based on a true story’ tag 
gives us a sense of greater substance 
and authenticity. This popular film 
genre produces a life of a real person to 
highlight a culturally significant time 
and space. Be warned, biopics are often 
botched in Bollywood. 

Super 30 is an Indian Hindi-language 
biographical film that dramatises 
the inspiring life of mathematical 
magician Anand Kumar and his 
educational programme which selects 
30 talented candidates each year from 
economically underprivileged sections 
of Indian society and mentors them 
for the prestigious Indian Institutes of 
Technology-Joint Entrance Examination 
(IIT-JEE). 

Hrithik Roshan is depicted as Patna 
based mathematician Anand Kumar 
from a deprived family background, 
who clinches an admission at the 
Cambridge University for higher 
education but cannot afford to go. 

Kumar chooses a completely different 
path from what he always dreamed 
to follow – a high paid tutor at a 
commercial educational institute backed 
by an education mafia and a corrupt 
minister. Anand becomes a star teacher. 

But after a chance encounter with 
a rickshaw-puller, he finds his true 
calling. Against all odds, Anand starts 
his independent free classes to coach 
30 young Philomath’s from India’s 
impoverished state Bihar to gain entry 
into the country’s one of the top coveted 
centres of learning and achievement. 

To create this underdog story, director 
Vikash Bahl and writer Sanjeev 
Dutta convey all sorts of Bollywood 
stereotypes – dancing heroine, 
caricaturist politician-cum-villain, 
teacher-the-saviour hero and even a 
shootout climax. Despite that there are 
still many to-be-great-moments in the 
film but Vikash overcooks them either 
by exaggerated acting or lengthy scenes. 

Hrithik, known for his dancing skills 
and Greek God physique, has portrayed 
a variety of characters in his career. But 
45-year masculine Hrithik with greasy 
bronze dirt-poor-look makeup is an 
awkward fit for 20-something Anand, 
as Priyanka Chopra was for Mary Kom. 
His local (Bihari dialect) accent is 
clearly not as top notch as his co-actors’. 

Nonetheless, sincere and dedicated actor 
Roshan manages to give a charming 
portrayal of the real life superhero 
math-whiz Anand, leaving his Krrish 
superhero and Guzaarish magician 
vanity. Needless to say, he nails the 
Pursuit of Happyness moments more 
than once in the film. 

And while the filmmaker makes sure 
Super 30 is Hrithik’s Chak De! India, 
the eureka moment of solving avant-
garde equations on the wall is clearly 
borrowed from Good Will Hunting and 
the animated scribbles on the blackboard 
trick is reminiscent of A Beautiful Mind. 
Wait, there is even a Home Alone-
inspired climax where the students gun-
fight with the baddies using maths. 

However, the renowned casting 
director Mukesh Chabra has outdone 
himself and has a talented ensemble 
of supporting actors. Virendra Saxena 
and Sadhana Singh Shahabadi make 
dynamic chemistry as loving parents. 
Mrunal Thakur of Love Sonia fame 
is smooth in her small appearance as 
Hrithik’s love interest and debutant 
actor Nandish Sandhu as younger 
brother is confident. The CID celebrity 
Aditya Srivastava who acted as 
education mafia was intense and the 
students look and speak believably. 
Last but foremost, Pankaj Tripathi’s 
corrupt minister steals the show. It was 
interesting watching Anand’s beautiful 
mind at work.

STARRING: Hrithik Roshan, Aditya 
Shrivastava, Pankaj Tripathi

DIRECTOR: Vikas Bahl   

GENRE: Drama 

RATING: PG13

RUNTIME: 155 Mins

SUPER 30 

1 popcorn – stay home 
5 popcorns – start queuing

SUBIDITA’S VERDICT

Current 
Position Title

Weekend 
Takings

Gross  
to date

 1 Spider-Man: Far From 
Home $45M $274M

2 Toy Story 4 $21M $346M 

3 Crawl $12M $12M 

4 Stuber $8M $8M 

5 Yesterday $7M $48M 

6 Aladdin $6M $331M 

7 Anabelle Comes Home $6M $61M 

8 Midsommar $4M $18M

9 The Secret Life of Pets 2 $3M $147M 

10 Men in Black: International $2M $76M

  imdb movie charts

Bite-sized trailer
Stuber

DIRECTOR: Michael Dowse

CAST:� Karen Gillan, Dave Bautista 
and Betty Gilpin 

PLOT: A mild-mannered Uber driver 
named Stu picks up a detective 
who is hot on the trail of a sadistic, 
bloodthirsty terrorist. He finds himself 
thrust into a harrowing ordeal where 
he has to keep his wits about him, 
make sure he is unharmed and work 
with his passenger while maintaining his high-star rating.

SHOWING IN: City Centre, Oasis Juffair, Seef I, Seef II, 
Wadi Al Sail, Saar Cineplex

Awkward genius

Crawl 

DIRECTOR: Alexandre Aja

CAST:� Kaya Scodelario, Barry 
Pepper and Ross Anderson

PLOT: When a massive hurricane 
hits her Florida hometown, Haley 
(Kaya Scodelario) ignores evacuation 
orders to search for her missing 
father (Barry Pepper). Finding him 
gravely injured in the crawl space of 
their family home, the two become 
trapped by quickly encroaching 
floodwaters. As time runs out to escape the strengthening 
storm, Haley and her father discover that the rising water level 
is the least of their fears.

SHOWING IN: Oasis Juffair, City Centre, Seef I, Wadi Al Sail, 
Saar Cineplex
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6
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Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional dec
ision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cos
t

DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt dealMEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)
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Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effor t to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92
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Escape Plan: The 
Extractors

DIRECTOR: John Herzfeld

CAST:� Sylvester Stallone, Dave 
Bautista, 50 Cent

PLOT: Security expert Ray Breslin 
is hired to rescue the kidnapped 
daughter of a Hong Kong tech mogul 
from a Latvian prison. However, 
what he doesn’t see coming is that 
his girlfriend has been captured and 
now he has to save her too.  

SHOWING IN:� Oasis Juffair, City Centre, Seef II, Wadi Al Sail, 
Saar Cineplex 



ON BEHALF of the Bahrain 
Volleyball Association, I’d 
like to invite GulfWeekly 
readers to come check out 
the U21 Volleyball World 
Championship starting 
tomorrow until July 27 at 
Shaikh Isa Sports City in 
Riffa. 

Bahrain’s national 
team, which played in the 
recent Asian Volleyball 
Confederation Western Zone 
Qualification Tournament, 
were hugely successful 
in the qualifiers, taking 
first place among the six 
participating nations. 

The head coach Yousuf 
Khalifa has been working 
each of the players hard 
and we should all come 
out to support them in this 
competition of 16 countries, 
including defending 
champions, Brazil. 

Previously, Bahrain’s best 
finish was eighth in 1987 but 
I think this could be an iconic 
year as they have a home 
and training advantage.

Signed
A. Baller

I’D LIKE to announce that 
there will be more than 40 
Bahraini ICT companies 
participating in the Bahrain 
Pavilion at GITEX 2019 
in Dubai in October. The 

event will also feature the 
participation of 20 Bahraini 
ICT entrepreneurs. 

Participation in GITEX 
not only reflects the 
development of the ICT 
sector in Bahrain but it 
will also helps up look at 
the latest developments 
in the global technology 
sector. It will also allow 
us to enter into fruitful 
deals and partnerships 
and explore the best ways 
to develop companies in 
Bahrain for its services and 
products in accordance with 

international standards and 
regional market needs.

We have recently seen 
Amazon in Bahrain as 
a regional base and we 
expect this to be a major 
breakthrough in the ICT 
sector, especially towards 
bringing and localising global 
expertise in the fields of 
cloud computing, major data 
and more.

We have been very 
pleased with the participation 
of Bahraini participants in 
the previous GITEX, and 
we look forward to working 

together to integrate the 
services and products of 
the IT sector in Bahrain, 
enabling us to enhance 
the competitiveness of this 
sector locally and regionally. 

We believe that GITEX is 
one of the best platforms to 
meet annually and discuss 
the prospects of developing 
the Bahraini technology 
sector according to the latest 
global trends

The pavilion is being 
organised by The Bahrain 
Technology Companies 
Society and WorkSmart for 
events management.

From a BTECH 
representative
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WITH summer around, and 
the lack of a school schedule 
to keep my day structured, 
I have been thinking a lot 
about routine, its importance 
and its drawbacks if any.  

For most of my life, school 
dictated how the bulk of my 
day was going to pan out. 
Mornings were for being 
in school, afternoons for 
relaxation and revision and 
evenings were usually spent 
in preparation for the next 
school day. 

With university came a bit 
of freedom in choosing my 
schedule and therefore my 
days. I had the option of 

opting out of attending five-
days-a-week although poor 
me had six days of school 
starting from the fifth grade, 
and yes, I will take every 
chance I get to mention that.

This transition makes 
me wonder what life post 
academia will look like. 
Perhaps a nine-to-five 
job will take up the space 
schooling and attending 
university did and does 

now. However,  suppose 
this isn’t so – maybe the 
career I have provides more 
flexibility in choosing my 
hours, allowing me to decide 
for myself what my days 
would look like; this to me 
sounds more intimidating 
than not. 

You see, after having 
had my days sorted out 
by school or university for 
most of my existence really, 
I tend to feel a bit uneasy 
when the trajectory of my 
day is completely under 
my control. Take these 
days, for example. I can’t 
decide if I want to spend 

my time  recuperating after 
what was a slightly stressful 
semester or take the time to 
develop skills and work on 

secondary interests, such 
as fitness or practicing a 
foreign language. There isn’t 
enough time for everything. 

I need to make a careful 
decision about whether I 
want to pursue leisure or 
alternatively, a productive 
summer is in tow. 

What about you reader? 
Are you in favour of kicking 
back come summer break 
or conversely, does the idea 
of the sunny season spent 
fruitfully excite you? When 
the holidays come around, 
are you glad to put routine 
on the back burner, or do 
you create another, more 
holiday-friendly one to live 
by?

l Send your opinions to 
the editor.

Youth 
Talk 
By 
Sarah Belal

WHITE Spoon Bahrain, the clever cooking fundraising 
concept which has supported women and girls across 
the kingdom, now has a stand at the popular Alosra 
Supermarket. 

Now people can snap up cookies to help raise funds 
for 19-year-old Sachini who wants to study business 
management marketing. Fifty per cent of the profits made 
from the sale of these cookies will be donated towards 
her cause. To find out more, follow @whitespoon_bh on 
Instagram. The concept was cooked up by big-hearted 
philanthropist Jawaher Almoayyed.

You don’t know me; I know you, I know  
what’s being said about you. I’m the  
‘whisperer’. I am socially mobile: Arab, Brit,  
Indian, Pakistani, American and the rest, they all  
invite me and share their world with me. Not  
much gets past me but if you think it may have  
done, email me on . . .

mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

I’ve been attending 
meetings of 
Eavesdroppers 
Anonymous. Not that they 
know!

n n n

Driverless cars are really 
catching on. The other day 
I saw a whole car park full 
of them.

n n n

Dentist: You need 
a crown. Patient: 
Finally, someone who 
understands me.

n n n

Women usually say 
childbirth is the most 
painful experience of 
their lives. Until three 
years later, when they 
start stepping on Lego.

Call us!
3844 7588 Helpline

Visit us!
American Mission 

Hospital

Ladies, are being hurt? Or abused?

Help is available.
(domestic violence 
or sexual violence)

Open 24 hours. Free and confidential. All women welcome.
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Follow Mai on Instagram @mai_gone_wild and GulfWeekly @gulfweekly
Your views make all the difference – email: mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

The Weekly Giggles
by Paul Levie
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crust & crema
cerebrally
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DOWN
1. Aim (9)
2. By degrees (9)
4. Fencing sword (4)
5. Compel (5)
6. Drinking toast (6)
7. Matches (4)
9. Non-poetic writing (5)
11. Serene joy (5)
12. Technical drawing aid 
(3,6)
13. Stamped (9)
17. Bad things (5)
19. Lasso (6)
22. Sum (5)
23. Sport (4)
24. Fronded plant (4)

crossword break

darn tough sudoku So you think you’re good enough at Sudoku to crack this baby?  Remember, we were the first in 
the Gulf to bring you this bit of Japanese mayhem...so we don’t kid around

who, what,  
where, when
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Darn Tough SudokuLast week’s sudoku

darn tough sudoku

Su
do

ku

     Solutions in next week’s issue.

Su
do

ku

CROSSWORD BREAK:
Across: 1 Arch; 3 
Stimulus; 8 Pour; 9 
Sequence; 11 Abbreviation; 
13 Sleepy; 14 Obtain;  
17 Apprehension; 20 
Obedient; 21 Data; 22 
Muster; 23 Cede.
Down: 1 Applause; 2 
Crumble; 4 Thesis;  
5 Mountebank; 6 Lingo; 7 
Shed; 10 Jeopardise;  
12 Inundate; 15 Agitate; 16 
Chance; 18 Press;  
19 Doom.
JUST SO: Life in the old 
dog, On all fours, Carte 
blanche, Paint into a corner
WHO, WHAT, WHERE, 
WHEN: Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Agency; 
Yalta; 1927; Emma Watson; 
Stockholm; Northern 
Territory, Australia; March 
1st.

WHO... became Prime Minister of Italy in 
2001?
WHAT... are blinders on a racehorse in the 
US?
WHERE... in the body are your irises?
WHEN... did the British Princess Margaret 
die?
WHAT... type of creature is a loach?
WHERE... is Burghley House?
WHEN... did Midge Ure have his only solo 
No. 1 single in the UK?

Last Week’s 
Leisure Solutions

just so
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ACROSS
3. Tendency to lie (9)
8. Enticement (4)
9. Boundary (9)
10. Again (6)
11. Sustains (5)
14. Periods (5)
15. Appear (4)
16. Banishment (5)
18. Calf meat (4)
20. Eye-protector (5)
21. Endures (5)
24. Shows contempt 
for (6)
25. Sorts (9)
26. At liberty (4)
27. Annoying (9)

Your 
work  
pad 
space
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SPORTSCAR and supercar 
manufacturer McLaren 
reunited every model of its 
sports and super line-up at 
its headquarters for their 
employees, friends and 
family open day.

The elite group, which 
boasted more than 25 cars 
estimated to be worth more 
than BD23.7million, included 
legendary models such as the 
P1 GTR, the track version of the 

world’s first hybrid hypercar, 
the new McLaren Speedtail, the 
iconic 12C ‘job 1’. 

Mike Flewitt, McLaren’s 
CEO, said: “Seeing our 
famous line-up of cars 
assembled here for the first 
time today is a reminder to 
everyone of how far we’ve 

come as a company in such 
a short space of time and the 
ambition and innovation of 
our people who have helped 
create that success.”

Around 3,000 of the 
company’s employees, their 
families and friends, supported 
by more than 70 volunteers, 

joined the company’s 
executive team to see the 
privileged collection while 
enjoying a day of P1 hypercar 
‘races,’ a children’s car design 
competition and more. 

“It’s thanks to them that we 
have been able to achieve so 
much, so quickly and launch 

so many amazing cars, over 
90 per cent of which are 
exported around the world,” 
added Mike. “Our ambition 
as a company remains 
stronger than ever and we 
look forward to adding more 
amazing drivers’ cars to our 
range very soon.”

McLaren Automotive, which 
has been in business for less 
than a decade, recently built 
its 20,000th car and plans 
to launch 14 more models 
between now and 2025. 

The company also plans 
to hybridise all its cars, 
using advanced materials to 
reduce weight and enabling 
exhilarating performance, as 
part of its Track25 business 
plan.

Reunited and it looks so good

V for Venerable
BENTLEY and Behbehani 
executives came together 
at the Royal Golf Club to 
celebrate the centenary of 
the British carmaker, taking 
the opportunity to unveil a 
concept car illustrating the 
Crewe-based company’s 
vision for the future of grand 
touring. 

The EXP 100 concept car, 
powered by a pure-electric 
powertrain, borrows iconic 
symbols like the front grille 
from the carmaker’s past 
while building on them 
with futuristic features 
straight from Star Trek, like 
a resident AI, self-driving 
capabilities and a memory 
system that replays drivers’ 
favourite journeys, complete 
with scents and temperatures.

The concept car, which was 
revealed via livestream by 
chairman Adrian Hallmark, 
has components made with 
sustainable materials, like 
naturally felled trees and 
vegan leather made from 
leftover grape skins. 

Neil Harris, area sales 
manager of Bentley Middle 

East, Africa and India said: 
“As we walk into our second 
century, we are excited 
about continuing to make an 
excellent hand crafted luxury 
automotive while adapting 
to the changing consumer 
demand for electric car 
solutions.”

Bentley has been on a 
blitz in the last six months, 
unveiling the Bentley 
Bentayga Hybrid, the world’s 
first luxury SUV and the third 
generation of the Flying Spur. 
In Bahrain and the region, 
these join the ever-popular 
Continental GT, which was 
crowned the 2019 Middle 
East Car of the Year.

Behbehani Brothers 
deputy director, Hussain 
Sherazi, added: “Bentley is 
an amazing brand and we 
are happy that they have 
joined our group, which has 
Porsche, Audi, Volkswagen, 
Fiat-Chrysler & Scoda. It 
fits in perfectly with our 
existing portfolio, giving us 
an opportunity to expand our 
offering to our elite customer 
base.”

MERCEDES-
BENZ’S 
innovative and 

impressive revamped 
passenger family car, the 
V-Class, is now available 
for sale in the Middle-
East and in Bahrain at 
their exclusive dealer, Al 
Haddad Motors. 

The passenger vehicle has 
been redesigned inside and 
out featuring lush interiors 
and an optional AMG Line 
Package. The exterior now 
features five-twin-spoke 17-
inch or 18-inch light allow 
wheels painted in black or 

termolite grey with a high 
sheen finish, as well as a 
broader front bumper, making 
the car one of the most bold 
and appealing Multi-Purpose 
Vehicles (MPV) on the 
market. 

Of course, the V-Class has 
always focused on interiors 
that enhance passenger 
comfort. The interiors of the 
MPV have been modernised 
with new upholstery and 
equipment colour. 

With trim elements in the 
piano lacquer, ebony wood, 
carbon fibre and brushed 
aluminium, accented with 

a choice of six different 
upholstery options, almost 
every component of the ride 
can be customized right from 
the factory. 

The optional luxury first 
rear row seats, as always, are 
a real treat with full reclining 
function, climate control and 
back massages, making every 
journey in the V-Class feel 
like a visit to the spa. 

The interior also features a 
sportier turbine look and new 
dials, giving passengers a 
modernised and elegant feel, 
while retaining the best of the 
venerable badge’s features. 

Safety-wise, the V-Class 
remains amongst the top in 
class with added optional 
features. The Active Brake 
Assist can recognise the 
risk of collision and break 
autonomously to a standstill, 
adapting in urban traffic 
to stationary obstacles or 
crossing pedestrians. 

In coming years, the 
German automotive marquee 
aims to be the first premium 
MPV manufacturer to 
offer the most venerable 
of features: environmental 
sustainability, with a fully-
electric V-Class.

Concept car reveal
VISION FOR THE FUTURE: The EXP 100 

REVAMPED CAR: Innovative and impressive family vehicle


