
AT a delicate 
time in regional 
politics, 

Her Majesty’s new 
Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, 
Roderick “Roddy” 
Drummond who is a 
veteran in the region, 
is set to take his new 
mantle and is looking 
forward to integrating 
into the diplomatic and 
social communities on 
the island. 

Roddy, who moved to 
Bahrain in August with 
his wife Yasmin after 
completing leadership 
training in his homeland 
of Scotland, was in the 
kingdom more than six years 
ago while serving as the 
Deputy Head of Mission and 
Consul General to Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. 

He sat down for an 
interview with GulfWeekly 
and said: “Bahrain has 
changed quite a bit in the 
last six or seven years. 
The pace of development 
is monumental and the 
kingdom continues to 
modernise. I am interested 
in seeing what kinds 
of cultural changes 

have accompanied its 
development.”

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa received 
the Ambassador’s a few 
weeks ago, and since 
then, the diplomat, who 
has 34 years of global 
experience in the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office, 
has been on a socialising 
streak, meeting government 
officials, setting up 
consular clinics and 
rounding up the press so he 
can hit the ground running.

Scotsman Roddy, who 
was born in Dundee and 
studied modern history 
at the University of 
Edinburgh and joined 
the Officer Training 
Corps where he was 
commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in the Royal 
Artillery. But young Roddy 
was an anthropologist 
at heart, adding: “I 
wanted to travel and get 
to know other cultures. 
Not just a historian from 
a library, but in a way 
that I would get to know 
and understand cultures 
intimately, reflect their 
views and understand their 
perspective while getting 
paid to do something I 
enjoy anyways.” 

l Full report – Page 2
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BAHRAINI 
songstress Banah 
Anabtawi has 

become the breakout 
star of the region after 
her first music video 
became an instant 
sensation, racking up 
almost a million views 
upon release.

Best known by her first and 
stage name Banah, the jazz-
fusion soulful singer, who 
has performed numerous gigs 
around Bahrain, partnered 
with Tunes Arabia and her 
single Shou Helou Nihna was 
uploaded to the video-sharing 
platform on August 8.

It proved an instant hit with 
listeners both in the kingdom 
and across the Gulf, racking 
up hundreds of thousands 
of hits within hours. At the 
time of writing, it stands at 
961,000 views and increases 
every day.

It has also reached seventh 
in Egypt’s Arab radio charts 
and is being played across 
the airwaves in places such 
as Jordan and Palestine. 
Banah has been staggered 
by the success. The 33-year-
old said: “I feel great. I am 
extremely proud of what I 
have achieved so far, even 
though this is only the 
beginning! 

“Watching how my 

song was received was so 
rewarding, as you never quite 
know how the reaction is 
going to go. I’m delighted 
that people enjoy it.

“I think it’s because it’s not 
like the usual stuff you hear. 
It brings back the classic 
oriental music, but it has a 
lot of fusion in it so more 
modern listeners and English 
speakers still enjoy it.”

“I know that hard work 
does pay off, but I also know 
that I have a very long way 
to go if I want to make it in 
the music business. At the 
end of the day, even small 
progress is great if you enjoy 
what you do regardless of 
what the results are. There 
are tons of musicians and 
artists that are not famous or 
well-known but live a very 
happy and content life, and I 
think that’s what matters the 
most.”

Banah is Bahraini, but 
was born in Canada before 
moving to the Eastern 
Province of Saudi Arabia 
when she was four. After 
returning to Canada to study 
business at university, she 
finally settled in Bahrain 13 
years ago.  

Turn to Page 6
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BANAH HEADLINES
LADY IN RED: Banah 

soon to strike a 
million views
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MAN ON A MISSION

SITTING PRETTY: Ambassador 
Roderick at the British Embassy
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RODERICK “Roddy” 
Drummond, Her 
Majesty’s new 

Ambassador to Bahrain, 
hopes that his diverse 
perspective and his 
experience with Arab 
culture will add to his 
new role, writes Naman 
Arora. 

Roddy started his FCO 
career in the Philippines and 
Indonesia in 1985. When 
offered the chance to learn 
a new language, after some 
deliberation, he picked 
Arabic. 

An anthropologist at heart, 
his reason was simple. He 
said: “Studying Arabic 
gave me the chance to go 
to up to 20 countries, each 
quite different. Whereas 
if I specialised in another 
language, that’s a tie, there’s 
usually only one country 
that one can go to with that 
language. Arabic allowed me 
to experience the diversity 
across the Middle East, the 
differences between 
different countries and 
their cultures.”

According to Roddy, 
it’s been at least three 
ambassadors since one 
who spoke Arabic has 
been appointed. The 
ambassador, who spent 
a year learning Arabic 
full-time in 1987 
before being posted to 
Algiers, Algeria, and 
then refreshed himself 
on the language 
before his Riyadh role 
in 2009. However, 
even though the 
Ambassador is married 
to Yasmin, a British 
national of Arab-origin, 
whom he met when she was 
teaching in Jordan, there is 
almost no Arabic spoken at 
home.

Roddy is a father of 
three - Ross, who teaches 
at university, Catherine, a 
policewoman in the Ministry 
of Defence and Ellie, who is 
in fashion and retail. He is 
also a grandfather of three, 

soon to be four. 
“Each of my children has 

lived in the Middle East for 
bits of their lives, so they 
know quite a bit about the 
culture,” said Roddy. “Ellie 
has even visited Bahrain with 
us. We are looking forward to 
having them as well as other 
family visit us once we are 
settled in.”

His wife Yasmin, who has 
taught English to “everyone 

from royalty to refugees”, 
has in the last decade taken 
up abstract art, a passion over 
which she enjoys engaging 
with the local culture. Her art 
much like her diplomatic role, 
involves a lot of overlapping 
of colours and blending 
of abstract and figurative 
elements. 

In Fiji, Roddy’s work 
and her art intersected. “In 
Fiji, our last overseas post, 

she did collaborations with 
Fijian artists, and their work 
was on display at the High 
Commission,” added Roddy. 
“She helped persuade the 
government that there was a 
need to do more to promote 
contemporary arts and 
provide a space or gallery for 
indigenous and contemporary 
art which has very deep 
cultural traditions.

“This is a significant part 

of what the UK does these 
days. We don’t just promote 
research and design and 
commercial activity. And 
since she is an artist herself, 
the conviction when the 
cultural push comes from her, 
is much more significant and 
energetic.”

The couple hope to continue 
this in Bahrain as well, 
with Roddy saying: “The 
government here is much 
more active in its support of 
the local artist scene and I am 
looking forward to delving 
further into Bahraini art.” 

While Yasmin is more 
of an introvert with indoor 
passions, Roddy, on the other 
hand, is more of an outdoor 
person, having played rugby 
previously and planning on 

getting back to diving soon. 
“I found my wetsuit the 

other day but ironically, the 
rest of my equipment is still 
on the high seas,” he said. 
“I dived quite a bit in Fiji 
and am looking forward to 
visiting the underwater park 
here. I think I am getting too 
old for rugby.” 

Previous to this role, the 
career diplomat was the 
Director of Security and 
Estates, a role in which he 
oversaw the security of 
British expats worldwide. 
Prior to that, he served as 
High Commissioner and 
Head of the South Pacific 
Network in Suva, Fiji and 
has worked in Qatar, Syria, 
Belgium and South Africa, 
experiencing the different yet 
similar communities British 
expats have formed around 
the world.

Ever the Scotsman, he 
particularly enjoys watching 
Scottish expats teaching 
locals his traditional music 
and dance. And yes, that 
means that sooner or later, 
the community here will see 
Roddy don the kilt, when the 
moment is right.

In the meantime, he has lots 
of hands to shake and cakes 
to cut, as he preserves a 200-
year old relationship at the 
junction of two countries that 
are undergoing significant 
economic change. He said: 
“The UK is looking forward 
to investing more in the 
education side of things, 
perhaps even moving towards 
research collaboration in 
different fields. There’s also 
a lot of work being done 
here on Information and 
Communication Technologies 
(ICT) and we look forward 
to bringing British firms with 
relevant expertise here to 
further develop that.” 

Roddy has his work cut 
out for him as he enjoys 
the diverse landscape of 
the island while navigating 
through an interesting socio-
political and economic 
moment.

Building on stronger ties

HANDOVER: Roddy presents 
his credentials to His Majesty 
King Hamad on behalf of Her 
Majesty the Queen and, left, 
sitting with the Prime Minister 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa

IN ACTION: First official social call at Bahrain Rugby Football Club, at British Embassy’s press round table and with Southern Governor Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali Al Khalifa
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POETS from 
across the 
kingdom will be 

sharing their colourful 
compositions in a fun 
festival format with the 
aim of encouraging 
future talents to join the 
literary world.

The Colours of Life is 
an annual poetry festival 
organised by The Second 
Circle, a sister group of the 
Bahrain Writers’ Circle 
(BWC). The event, which 
was first launched in 2012 
and featured 15 poets, 
was founded by David 
Hollywood who is also the 
originator of The Second 
Circle.

Since then, the bilingual 
festival has attracted poets 
and writers ranging in age 
from Bahrain, Malaysia, 
the US, Canada, India, 
Ireland, Yemen, the UK, 
Pakistan, Germany and the 
Netherlands. This year the 
exhibition, which will be 
staged at the Riffa Views 
International School’s 
LEVEL 5 non-profit 
professional learning centre 
on Saturday, will 
feature 20 poets 
showcasing 34 
poems alongside 
visual and musical 
accompaniments.

Claudia 
Hardt, a PR and 
communications 
specialist and 
member of BWC 
who has been 
participating in 
every festival, 
said: “What we 
hope to achieve 
is to get the word 
out that poetry is accessible, 
fun and it evokes many 
colours. 

“We also want to re-

encourage further talent. For 
example, we have one poet 
who has been a member for 
many years 

and has finally 
taken the plunge 
to participate. We 
had to turn away 
eager participants 
as we limit the 
number of poets 
to 20 as we feel 
that more than an 
hour is too much. 
Each poet gets 
three minutes to 
deliver one, two or 

three poems.
“We also have more 

Bahraini poets than 
ever before - some even 
presenting their poetry in 
English.”

There will also be a meet 
and mingle session after the 
poetry presentation; giving 
visitors a chance to purchase 
some of the published works 
as well as discuss the poems 
with the writers themselves. 

Claudia, who will be sharing 
her poem, entitled Dana, 
said: “I am inspired by the 
rich culture, heritage and the 
natural beauty of Bahrain. 
My poetry focuses on the 
tradition of pearl diving and 
its precious gem – the Pearl. 

“It talks about the being 
away at sea and coming 
back to the shores of 
the Two Seas; bringing 
someone’s loved one back 
to the family.”

Admission is free and 
all guests are required to 
provide an ID or CPR card 
at the entrance.

For details on joining 
BWC, visit www.
bahrainwriterscircle.net

Words speak volumes

Dana 
by Claudia Hardt

The day has awakened, so come… 

Come, the light of the unclouded 

dawn. 

Come, melodic music. 

Come, lull us with lyrics of fidjeri,

Let us set the sails and raise the 

anchor.

Come, Dana, come. 

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

CENTRE STAGE: Writers 
at last year’s event and, 

below, a past performance
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BAHRAIN’S leading 
new ventures 
have returned 

from start-up school 
where they showcased 
their skills at the fifth 
MIT Enterprise Forum 
Pan Arab’s Silicon 
Valley programme. 

Eight Bahraini start-
ups headed to California, 
US, where they exhibited 
their solutions to an 
international audience of 
investors, entrepreneurs 
and accelerators during 
Techcrunch Disrupt San 
Francisco.

Among the start-ups 
were SINC, whose story 
was shared in GulfWeekly 
recently, as well as 
Springring, a cloud-based 
schoolwide communications 
management platform 
connecting school admins, 
teachers, parents and 
students, along with other 
EdTech Systems.

Springring’s Bahraini 
cofounder Mohammed 
Ashoor grew up in Montreal 
before moving back to the 
Middle-East to complete 
his undergraduate degree in 
computer engineering from 
the University of Bahrain. 
When he graduated and went 
into Investment Banking 
at Standard Chartered and 
Crédit Agricole, he probably 
would never have guessed he 
would be developing an app 
for parents and schools to 
stay connected. 

However, when Agricole 
moved to Dubai in 2012, 
instead of relocating his 
family, he decided to take 
the plunge and start his 
own digital agency, VII 
Tech Solutions. His agency 
and burgeoning fatherhood 
brought him into the 
educational orbit. 

Mohammed reminisced: 
“We were developing 
solutions for educational 
organisations who were 
all trying to solve the 
communication problem, 
but I didn’t realise how big 

the problem is 
until my children 
started school. 
All of a sudden, 
I had to monitor 
multiple channels 
just to know about 
my children’s 
activities. 

“In this day 
and age, where 
both parents are 
often working, 
the problem 
gets even worse. 
My wife gets the emails 
from school since she is 
the primary contact and if 
forwarding every email slips 
her mind, I end up in the dark 
about pickup and drop-off 
times as well as field trips 
and special events. Adding 
the school calendar to my 
personal calendar just mixes 
everything up. 

“And then there are 
separated families, for 
whom I can’t even imagine 
how difficult it can be to 
coordinate schedules to drop 
children, pick them up and 
take them to activities and 
so on. In either case, the 
children are the ones who 
end up being affected the 
most. 

“So there was no 
centralised way of staying 
connected. Lots of teachers 
were using ClassDojo since 
it was free, but there, the 
school had no way of staying 
connected with parents, and 
many teachers would have 
to duplicate or triplicate their 
effort to enrol parents in the 
class and then keep them 
up-to-date. So there was a 

market gap and we decided 
to address the need.”

Mohammed, along with his 
childhood friend and creative 
director, Jawad Sadiq, started 
working on a solution. First, 
it was just supposed to be 
a messaging application, 
but it quickly grew to 
include a private social 
media component, based on 
feedback from teachers, and 
the team is now working to 
integrate existing EdTech 
Systems like classroom and 
grade management into the 
application. Unlike existing 
solutions, they focused 
on making a system that 
could be implemented at 
the school level and would 
flow downwards, instead of 
having each teacher sign up 
and enrol students. 

This would make 
things like parent 

enrolment and external 
integrations much easier, 
even if it increases the 
upfront labour investment. 

The feature that Mohammed 
is most excited about is 
integrating authorisations 
and micropayments into the 
system. He added: “I am 
often so frustrated by the 
little expense. Half dinar for 
this activity, 1BD for that 
trip, sign this form, drop it off 
in this box on this date. Why? 
Instead, we want to bring in 
biometric authorisation so 
you get a notification about 

an upcoming trip. 
Simply authorise 
with your fingerprint 
like you do with 
your mobile banking 
and if there is an 
associated payment, 
you authorise that 
as well. And done! 
No teacher has to 
go through the list 
seeing who has 
got their form and 
payment and who 
hasn’t. The app 
does everything 
including processing 
the payment, making 
everything easier.”
While this sounds 

like Star Trek meets 
the Jetsons, Mohammed and 
Jawad know that they are 
only as good as their testing 
grounds. Three nurseries and 
a popular secondary school 
have signed on and hype 
around the product is already 
building. 

The company, which has 
been self-funded until it 
became part of Flat6Labs 
Bahrain’s Tamkeen-
mandated third cycle of 
investments and now the 
team is looking to bring in 
additional investment as 
it continues to perfect its 
product till it is ready for 
market. 

Mohammed said: “We want 
to get as much feedback so 
once we bring on paying 
clients, it just works.” 

To find out more about 
Springring, visit https://
myspringring.com/

Digital platform for parents
By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT
GET CONNECTED: Mohammed, 

right, Jawad and, below, the desk-
top and mobile user interface



ANIMAL loving 
Sarah Malas is 
rallying all fellow 

fur supporters in the 
kingdom to gather up 
old and used mascaras 
to donate to a wildlife 
sanctuary in the US that 
supports animals.

Wands for Wildlife is 
an initiative launched by 
the Appalachian Wildlife 
Refuge, which is a small, 
nonprofit organisation 
managed by a dedicated 
group of individuals 
committed to helping 
wildlife. 

The group coordinates 
the needs of wildlife 
rehabilitation in Western 
North Carolina by providing 
care for injured animals 
as well as support for the 
hundreds of orphaned 
wildlife staying at the 
facility.

The 25-year-old French 
national of Syrian origin 
watched a Wands for 
Wildlife video that 
was trending on social 
media and was moved 
by the concept. 

“I personally think 
this is a great initiative 
by the Appalachian 
Wildlife Refuge 
because they’ve 
given everyone the 
opportunity to help 
cute animals and the 
environment by reusing 
something that usually 
gets thrown away,” said 
Sarah. 

“They gather old mascara 
wands to help keep the fur 
and feathers of wildlife 
animals clean. Mascara 
wands work great 
because the bristles are 
close together and are 
soft on the animals’ skin.

“The reason I’m 
participating in this 
campaign is that I’d like 
to contribute to 
helping wildlife 
animals (even if 
it’s just by donating 
some mascara 
wands) and 
honestly, it’s a 
very creative 
way to help. A 

lot of people 
have also 
mentioned 
that it’s 
a great 
initiative 
because 
they get 
to help 
by simply 
donating 
old mascara 
wands.”

The big-hearted 
brand manager, who 
graduated from the 
University College 

of Bahrain majoring in 
graphic design in 2011, put 
up stories and posts on her 

Instagram 
account to 

raise 

awareness about the 
campaign and her rally cry 
resulted in her collecting 
26 wands with more 
promised to come.

Sarah added: “I think 
it’s awesome that a lot 
of people are supporting 
the initiative and are as 
equally excited as I am 
about how the mascara 

wands can be re-used.”
The old mascara wands are 

used to remove fly eggs and 
larva from fur and feathers. 
Since the campaign started 
years ago, it has received 
tremendous support. As a 
result of the heart-warming 
outpouring of wands, the 
refuge accepts donations 
twice a year in October and 
February. Before mailing 
the mascaras, people have 

been requested to 
wash the wands in 
warm soapy water 

to remove residual 
mascara.

Sarah hopes she will have 
collected a large enough 
amount to send and is 
currently contacting 

courier companies to see 
if they are interested 
in sponsoring the 
shipment. Otherwise, 
she is ready to ship 
out the containers 

of compassion 
herself.

She also believes 
that Bahrain 
should carry 
campaigns such 
as this. “I believe 
Bahrain is already 
taking steps 
towards being 
eco-friendly 
so having 
initiatives like 

this will encourage everyone 
to keep going the extra 
mile for animals and the 
environment. Initiatives like 

this also help show us how 
items can be re-used rather 
than just thrown away and 
help us think outside the box 

with the supplies we have.”
Please contact @sarah_

malas on Instagram to donate 
mascaras.
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By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

Wands to the rescue

GOING GREEN: Sarah 
being one with nature
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real
dealsRasika’s

Putting Bahrain’s supermarkets under the spotlight and searching for the best deals

Al Jazira Supermarket
1. CEMOI dark chocolate bar 72% cocoa – 

790fils

2. CEMOI dark chocolate bar 82% cocoa – 
790fils

3.	 CEMOI	truffles	ballotin	classic	–	BD1.420

4.	 CEMOI	truffles	ballotin	hazelnut	–	
BD1.420

5.	 CEMOI	dark	chocolate	&	sea	salt	crystal	
–	790fils	

Alosra Supermaket
1.	 Blueberry	pre-packed	125gm	–	650fils
2.	 Carrots	per	kg	–	320fils
3.	 New	Zealand	lamb	shoulder	bone-in	per	

kg	–	BD3.500
4.	 Blue	Diamond	almonds	breeze	original	

946ml	–	BD1.325
5.	 Bragg	organic	apple	cider	vinegar	473ml	

–	BD1.500
6.	 New	Zealand	beef	cubes	per	kg–	

BD3.995

Lulu Hypermarket
Note: The offers are valid from today until Monday.

1.	 Australian	beef	minced	or	cubes/kg	–	
BD2.090

2.	 Frico	edam	cheese	ball/kg	–	BD2.990
3.	 Siniora	beef	mortadella	plain/kg	–	

BD2.290
4.	 Lulu	sunflower	oil	1.8ltr	2pcs	–	BD1.990
5.	 Sadia	chicken	1,100gmx2pcs–	BD1.990
6.	 Marwa	drinking	water	200ml	40pcs	–	

BD1.290

Ansar Gallery 
1.	 Kellogg’s	corn	flakes	750gm	–BD1.300

2.	 Confidence	chicken	900gm		–	695fils

3.	 Rainbow	milk	powder	2.5kg	–	BD4.500

4.	 Lily	Indian	biryani	rice	5kg	–	995fils

5.	 Al	Wazir	pomace	olive	oil	2x500ml	–	

BD1.895

6.	 Country	French	fries	2.5kg	–	995fils

September 18 - 24, 2019

LULU Hypermarket is set 
to unveil its promotion 
packed 12th anniversary 
celebrations, giving devoted 
shoppers a chance to drive 
away in a brand new car.

The retail giant is launching 
an anniversary raffle draw 
with sixteen elegant and all-
terrain Nissan Patrol SUVs 
up for grabs.

Customers can enter the 
draw at any of the eight 
hypermarkets located in the 

kingdom simply by spending 
BD5. That shouldn’t be 
difficult as the hypermarket 
features exciting money-
saving deals on groceries, 
home appliances, clothes, 
footwear, toys, electronic and 
much more.

“Completing 12 years as 
Bahrain’s favourite shopping 
experience is a great feeling 
and we are delighted to share 
this joy with our customers,” 
said Juzer Rupawala, director 

of Lulu International Group. 
“Our high quality of products 
and services with reasonable 
pricing is the main reason 
why we have such a large 
and ever growing customer 
base. We also ensure we 
have a wide variety of 
products for the customer 
to choose from to our 
customers. This anniversary 
celebration is a thank you 
from Lulu to you.” 

Along with one day, two 

day and three day offers, 
there will be exclusive 
discounts in all the 
departments from today until 

Monday. Customers can 
continue to rack up raffle 
chances until December 21. 
The more one spends, the 

better the chances of driving 
away with a prize-winning 
car plus 1,000 consolation 
prizes. 

A dozen years of savings

BAHRAIN is 
gearing up for 
the Bahrain Jazz 

Fest on November 1, 
the latest in a series of 
efforts by the Bahrain 
Tourism and Exhibition 
Authority (BTEA) and the 
Economic Development 
Board (EDB) to promote 
the kingdom as an events 
destination. 

Festivals and such events, 
which are often supported 
by local businesses and 
governmental bodies, have 
increased Bahrain’s tourism 
footfall to 12 million, up by 
near 1.7 million from 2018.

The festival and its line-up, 
featuring local, regional 
and international talent, 
were announced at a press 
conference last week, with 
the organisers announcing 

an intention to up the ante 
and attract about 5,000 jazz 
enthusiasts. 

Tourism advisor to the 
BTEA, Dr Ali Follad told 
the GulfWeekly: “We want 
companies to think big. This 
event, even though it’s quite 
young, puts Bahrain on the 
map. We are very happy 
to see it go international 
and attract big names. Just 
like Formula One and the 
underwater dive park attract 
a lot of attention and crowds, 
similarly, we would like to 
see the jazz festival become 
another iconic thing that 
Bahrain is known for. 

“Jazz is a very respectable 
form of music and the 
BTEA looks forward to 

promoting and marketing the 
festival through our seven 
international offices in India, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Russia, 
France, Germany and the 
United Kingdom.

“We want to see more events 
like this, where players in the 
private sector come together 
to ideate a big concept 
and then make it a reality, 
supported, where needed, 
by the BTEA and other 
stakeholders, like Gulf Air.”

In addition to the big brand 
names, as the GulfWeekly 
reported previously, Bahrain 
has also been awarded the 
Best New Destination for 
Indian Weddings at this 
year’s WOW Awards, 
after successfully hosting 
numerous high-profile 

matrimonial events. 
High-profile big ticket 

events are valued in growing 
tourism industries, since 
they have a multiplier or tide 
raising effect, which is what 
the EDB wants to see in the 
local industries. 

Ali Murtaza, director 
of business development, 
tourism and leisure at the 

EDB, said: “As we have been 
working on developing a new 
strategy for the economic 
Vision 2030, we realised that 
there are certain opportunities 
in the sector that are 
promising. The events sector 
has always been strong and 
has seen significant growth 
in recent years, with more 
tourism coming in from the 

region and abroad. There is a 
strong investment opportunity 
and we anticipate it to give a 
strong boost to the economy.”

The BTEA aims to start 
promoting the next round of 
this festival soon after the 
festival, to build hype for the 
fourth iteration of the event, 
and hopes to make it a two-
day affair. 

A jazzy boost for tourism
By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

ALL	EARS:	Dr. Follad and, above left, Murtaza during the press conference
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Naman Arora takes a look at the world of financial technology and beyond ...

FinTechFocus

THE Amazon Web 
Services (AWS) 
Summit and the 

Smart Cities Summit 
were held earlier this 
week as part of Bahrain’s 
Tech Week. The common 
theme at the two was 
ushering in an era of 
digitisation in Bahrain, 
a country with high 
technological penetration 
and a unique mix of 
legacy and cutting edge 
infrastructure.

The Economic Development 
Board (EDB) is hosting 
Bahrain Tech Week to further 
cement Bahrain’s regional 
role as a technology hub. 
So far a few key themes 
have emerged, reflecting the 
EDB’s technology ecosystem 
strategy.

• Education
Various private and public 

sector players have been 
introducing short, medium 
and long-term programmes, 
intending to reskill or 
specialise young Bahrainis in 
technology-focused fields. 
The Bahrain Fintech Bay’s 
Fintech Institute is gearing 
up for its second cohort 
of the highly successful 
Georgetown Fintech 
Programme, created in 
collaboration with Dr James 
Angel, Associate Professor 
at Georgetown University. 

Dr Angel said in 
previous comments to the 
GulfWeekly: “The students 
here are quite sharp. 
We built the program 
to provide finance skills 
to the computer science 
grads and a base level of 
coding knowledge to the 
business graduates. More 
importantly, by working 
together, they are solving 
some very interesting 
problems.”

At the recent AWS summit, 
University of Bahrain became 
the first university in the 
Middle East to offer a full 
four-year cloud computing 
Bachelor’s degree plus a 
one-year cloud computing 
certification, culminating in a 
certification from AWS. 

Amazon’s Worldwide Public 
Sector vice president Teresa 
Carlson, pictured left, said: 
“The four-year degree will 
equip students with technical 
skills and hands-on experience 

to prepare them 
for careers including cloud 
architecture, cybersecurity and 
software development.”

More than 2,500 Bahrainis 
have signed up for AWS’s 
certifications, which means 
that there needs to be demand 
in the market for the new 
supply of cloud-based skills.
• Data-Centric Cloud-First
AWS’s new Middle East 

ground station and data centre 
are going to be the platform 
for 36 AWS partners to launch 
and manage cloud-based 

services. The ramifications 
of this will be industry wide, 
ranging from relatively simple 
applications like server-
less computing, allowing 
developers to “rent” space 
on much more powerful 
machines to develop their 
applications to complex 
applications like machine-
learning and smart sentiment 
analysis, the latest Silicon-
Wall Street trends that hope to 
find insights in data invisible 
to the human eye. 

The skills required 
for these applications will 
range from simple data 
entry and verification, mid-
level skills like coding and 
debugging and high-level 
PhD skills in artificial neural 
networks. Bahrain and its push 
towards Bahrainisation seem 
to be targeting the mid-level 
rung.  However, to keep up 
with the changing tech market, 
both the bottom and the top 
rung need to be addressed 
either by importing talent, 

adding more cloud-focused 
components to traditional 
programmes or developing 
high level vocational and 
theoretical computer science 
programs. 

• Focus on FinTech 
Building on Bahrain’s 

existing financial hub status 
and ecosystem, FinTech has 
quickly become the most-
overheard term at hipster 
cafes, based on this reporter’s 
personal survey. While there 
is confusion en masse about 
what the term exactly refers 
to, the EDB and Fintech Bay’s 
strategy is much more focused 
on Banking Technology than 
just pure FinTech. 

However, start-ups like 
Sprinkle and Rain who 
are betting big on FinTech 
could end up winning big, as 
they leapfrog other regional 
players hampered by more 
conservative regimes. James 
said: “There is an opportunity 
in Bahrain to both leapfrog 
technologies which now 
require much capital to invest 
in and solve problems like 
ethical investing through 
Islamic finance cornerstones 
like Sharia compliance.”

Whether Bahrain goes the 
BankTech or FinTech route, 
the multiplier effect of the 
government’s push on this 
industry can already be felt. 
The AWS summit and the 
Smart Cities summit both 
emphasised cybersecurity and 
distributed processing, both of 
which find their biggest clients 
in financial institutions. 

Tamkeen and EDB are 
hoping to guide Bahrain’s 
technology and FinTech 
scene towards a smarter 
and more agile workforce, 
attracting reliable 21st 
century companies to provide 
employment opportunities 
while nursing an embryonic 
start-up scene. With significant 
success already achieved, 
what needs to be considered 
is a focus on passion-based 
education, not just knowledge, 
skills or earning potential. 
When AI and Machine 
Learning become widespread, 
a lot of the jobs that are being 
trained for will find themselves 
obsolete, at which point, a 
solid flexible education is 
going to be much faster at 
retooling skills than another 
young talent programme. 

The kingdom’s digital future
Today (August 28)

Get your fill of the ocean 
with unlimited sushi from the 
special sushi selection of the 
Intercontinental Regency’s 
Elements Pool and Lounge 
every Wednesday from 7pm 
to 11pm. Priced at BD9.9net.
Call 17227777 for details.

Every Wednesday is ‘Wings 
and Wisdom’ night at Big 
Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House inside Best Western 
Plus - The Olive Hotel. It’s 
a quiz night with an added 
bonus of BD10net for ‘all-you-
can-eat’ chicken wings.
Call 17360063 for details.

The Sheraton Bahrain Hotel 
hosts a Ladies night with 
unlimited selected beverages 
every Wednesday at An Nada 
Lounge from 9pm to midnight. 
Call 17533533 for details.

Steak out some of the 
kingdom’s finest cuts at 
the Crowne Plaza Bahrain, 
starting at 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant, priced 
BD18net including beverages. 
Select beverages package 
available for BD7net extra.
For details, contact 17531122.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s poolside Italian 
restaurant, Vento, is offering 
a wide selection of pizzas 
from wood-fired ovens and 
artisan pastas. It’s available 
on weekdays from 11:30am 
to 11pm and weekends from 
11:30am to midnight.
For reservations, contact 
17115500.

Reef Resort’s Tokyo Reef 
restaurant features a 
specially-created set menu 
that is offered on weekdays 
(Saturday-Wednesday, closed 

on Mondays) and guests can 
watch as the chef prepares 
sushi and sashimi before their 
eyes. 
For details, call 13110110.

Enjoy Sushi-Meshi at the 
Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s Thai 
Lounge with 50 per cent 
savings on select sushi and 
beverages.
For details, contact 17586499 
or email rc.bahrz.restaurant.
reservations@ritzcarlton.com

Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
hosts a BBQ night every 
Wednesday featuring ribs and 
Wagyu prime rib steak from 
7pm-11pm. The entertainment 
is performed by Twin Band. 
The BBQ buffet is inclusive 
of soft drinks and water for 
BD19net and free flow of 
beverages costs BD26net.
For details, contact 17171144.

Tomorrow (August 29)
Ladies, dance the night away 
at Jumeirah’s Havana Club 
every Thursday from 8pm 
to midnight with unlimited 
selected beverages and enjoy 
a live Cuban band.
For details, call 77707070.

Savour live stations of 
seafood and meat cuisine 
every Thursday at the 
Intercontinental-Regency’s 
Selections Restaurant from 
7pm to 10:30pm priced 
at BD19net for food and 
BD29net inclusive of selected 
beverages. 
For details, call 17227777.

Indulge in a variety of seafood 
from fresh oysters to sushi 
and Lobster Thermidor at 
Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
every Thursday from 7pm to 
11pm. The buffet is priced 
BD25net, including soft 
drinks and water, or BD31net 
inclusive of selected free flow 
beverages. 
For details, contact 17171144. 

Enjoy lively tunes from the 
new “Five Motion” band as 
you relax at the An Nada 

Lounge at the Sheraton 
Bahrain Hotel this Thursday, 
washing away the worries of 
the week past with a lively 
ambience and elite company.
For details, contact 
17533533.

The Bizarre Lounge at Le 
Meridien invites you to a 
Latino dance party hosted 
by talented instructor Jaffar. 
Enjoy a chill atmosphere 
and salsa the night away to 
contemporary Latin American 
music every Thursday from 
10pm – 2am. 
For details, contact 17171144.

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
hosts Tandoori Jugalbandi at 
Nirvana every Thursday from 
noon to 3pm for lunch or 7pm 
to 11:30pm for dinner. Savour 
an exotic spread of mouth-
watering kebabs cooked to 
perfection by Chef Mahipal 
Singh, priced at BD30net 
inclusive of select Indian 
beverages. 
For details, contact 
17586499.

Savour the best of Japanese, 
Chinese and Thai seafood 
every Thursday evening 
from 7pm to 11pm, priced at 
BD25net including soft drinks 
at Al Areen Palace and Spa’s 
Keizo restaurant. 
For details, contact 
17845000.

Friday (August 30)
Check out Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s new brunch ‘The 
Brasserie Way’ every Friday 
from 1pm to 5pm, priced 
BD27net with soft drinks 
and BD35net with selected 
beverages. 
Call 77707070 for more 
details.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is hosting a 

Friday Brunch with five food 
stations serving Arabic, 
Western, India, Japanese 
and Chinese delicacies, at 
Bahrain Bay Kitchen from 
1pm to 4pm. Priced BD30net 
per person including soft 
beverages and BD43net 
person including a beverage 
package. Children between 
six and 12, get a 50 per cent 
discount.
For reservations, call 
17115500.

Enjoy Al-Waha’s award-
winning brunch buffet of 
mouth-watering delicacies 
with your family every Friday 
while you enjoy the live 
tunes of the new QBA band 
at the Gulf Hotel. It’s priced 
at BD23net for the buffet 
and BD29net for the select 
beverage package. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

The Sheraton Bahrain 
Hotel hosts a special daily 
buffet lunch from 12:30pm 
to 3:30pm and dinner from 
7:30pm to 11:30pm at Al Safir 
Restaurant for BD10+++.
Ladies receive a 50 per cent 
discount on the buffet every 
Friday. 
For details, contact 
17533533.

Every Friday afternoon, Al 
Areen’s Saffron Restaurant 
welcomes you to its pool 
barbecue buffet from 1pm 
to 5pm, featuring modern 
Khaleeji and Indian dishes, 
priced at BD15net including 

soft drinks and pool access. 
For details, call 17845000.

Bring the fam to Crowne 
Plaza Bahrain’s La Mosaique 
Restaurant for the Family 
Friday Brunch Buffet from 
12:30pm to 4:00pm and 
enjoy stations packed with 
food from all over the world, 
as well as a kids corner with 
activities designed to keep 
your little ones engaged and 
entertained.
Priced at BD31net with 
unlimited select beverages. 
Call 17531122 for details.

Big Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House presents its ‘Small 
Town, Throw Down’ brunch 
– the only five-hour brunch in 
the kingdom – from 11am to 
4pm. It features a buffet and 
specific table orders. There’s 
also karaoke.
Call 17360063 for details.

Spice up your evening with 
a Latino spirit infused with a 
variety of seafood and poultry 
marinated to perfection with 
sides of salads and greens at 
the Reef Resort’s Restaurant 
and Lounge. Priced at 
BD14+++ per person. 
For bookings, call 13110110.

Bahrain’s Sweetest Brunch 
takes place every Friday from 
12:30pm-4pm at Le Meridien 
City Centre Bahrain’s Baharat 
restaurant. Enjoy the award-
winning sweet and savoury 
experience for BD28net 
including soft drinks and 
water, or BD40net including 
selected beverages. Live 
music from Twin Band 
accompanies the fare. Book 
for 10 people or more and 
receive 20 per cent discount. 
Call 17171144 for bookings.

Families can enjoy a brunch 
buffet meal at the Ritz-
Carlton, Bahrain’s La Med 
Restaurant every Friday from 
12:30pm to 3:30pm. The price 
is BD30net for the soft drinks 
package and BD38net for the 
select beverages package.
For details, contact 

17586499. 

Saunter past the live cooking 
counters at the Gulf Hotel’s 
Royal Thai restaurant 
every Friday and sample 
the papaya salads, satays, 
carvings and a selection 
of main courses. Priced at 
BD15net per person inclusive 
of two selected beverages.
For more details, contact 
17713000.

Saturday (August 31)
Join the Gulf Hotel’s 
professional pastry chef 
instructor for The Art of 
Cooking class this Saturday 
from 10:30am to noon for a 
fluffy lesson in pastries with 
Chef Daniel. Learn how to 
cook delicious pastries from 
a chef who has been doing 
it around the world for the 
last 42 years and earn a 
certificate and apron. The 
price per person is BD18net 
including lunch. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

Enjoy a delectable selection 
of handcrafted entrees, cakes 
and magical milkshakes all 
day every day at the Furn 
Bistro and Bakery, while 
revelling in the Rotunda’s 
ambience. Arabic afternoon 
tea is available from 3pm to 
6pm. Or grab a coffee and 
croissant to go for BD 3 net.

For more information, call 
17171441.

Reef Resort’s lobby café 
Chocolaterie is offering an 
array of signature teas, 
coffees, pastries and 
delectable hand-made 
chocolates Saturday to 
Wednesday from 4pm to 6pm 
with a net price of BD4.
For details, call 13110110.

Spice up your weekly brunch 
with a culinary journey around 
Mexico at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain’s Cantina Kahlo 
restaurant. This will be held 
from noon to 4pm, priced 
BD36.500net per person 
with selected beverages and 
BD23net per person with soft 
beverages. Stick around for a 
separate special after brunch 
menu featuring Guacamole, 
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6
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Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional decision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cost
DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt deal
MEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)
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Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effor t to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92
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Today (September 18)
Get your fill of the ocean 
with unlimited sushi from 
Intercontinental Regency’s 
Elements Pool and Lounge 
special selection every 
Wednesday from 7pm to 
11pm. Priced at BD9.9net.
Call 17227777 for details.

Every Wednesday is ‘Wings 
and Wisdom’ night at Big 
Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House inside Best Western 
Plus - The Olive Hotel. It’s 
a quiz night with an added 
bonus of BD10net for ‘all-you-
can-eat’ chicken wings.
Call 17360063 for details.

The Sheraton Bahrain Hotel 
hosts a Ladies night with 
unlimited selected beverages 
every Wednesday at An Nada 
Lounge from 9pm to midnight. 
Call 17533533 for details.

The Gulf Hotel Convention 
Centre is hosting the final 
day of the Thai Health and 
Wellness Festival today, 
where vendors will be 
showing off their wares and 
latest technologies. Stop by 
to check out the latest trends 
in medical tourism and find 
out more about Thailand’s 
wellness industry.

Steak out some of the 
kingdom’s finest cuts at 
the Crowne Plaza Bahrain, 
starting at 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant, priced 
BD18net including beverages. 
Select beverages package 
available for BD7net extra.
For details, contact 17531122.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s poolside Italian 
restaurant, Vento, is offering 
a wide selection of pizzas 
from wood-fired ovens and 
artisan pastas. It’s available 
on weekdays from 11:30am 
to 11pm and weekends from 
11:30am to midnight.
For reservations, contact 
17115500.

Reef Resort’s Tokyo Reef 
restaurant features a 
specially-created set menu 
that is offered on weekdays 
(Saturday-Wednesday, closed 
on Mondays) from 3pm to 
midnight where guests can 
watch as the chef prepares 
sushi, sashimi, maki and 
other Japanese fare before 

their eyes. Set menu priced at 
BD18+++ inclusive of a select 
Asian beverage.
For details, call 13110110.

‘Sushilize’ with friends and 
colleagues at the Ritz-
Carlton, Bahrain’s Thai 
Lounge with 50 per cent 
savings on select sushi and 
beverages.
For details, contact 17586499 
or email rc.bahrz.restaurant.
reservations@ritzcarlton.com

Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
hosts a BBQ night every 
Wednesday featuring ribs and 
Wagyu prime rib steak from 
7pm-11pm. The entertainment 
is performed by Twin Band. 
The BBQ buffet is inclusive 
of soft drinks and water for 
BD19net and free flow of 
beverages costs BD26net.
For details, contact 17171144.

Tomorrow (September 19)
Ladies, dance the night away 
at Jumeirah’s Havana Club 
every Thursday from 8pm 
to midnight with unlimited 
selected beverages and enjoy 
a live Cuban band.
For details, call 77707070.

Savour live stations of 
seafood and meat cuisine 
every Thursday at the 
Intercontinental-Regency’s 
Selections Restaurant from 
7pm to 10:30pm priced 
at BD19net for food and 
BD29net inclusive of selected 
beverages. 
For details, call 17227777.

Indulge in a variety of seafood 
from fresh oysters to sushi 
and Lobster Thermidor at 
Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
every Thursday from 7pm to 
11pm. The buffet is priced 
BD25net, including soft 
drinks and water, or BD31net 
inclusive of selected free flow 
beverages. 
For details, contact 17171144. 

Enjoy lively tunes from the 
new “Five Motion” band as 
you relax at Sheraton Bahrain 

Hotel’s An Nada Lounge at 
the this Thursday, washing 
away the worries of the week 
past with a lively ambience 
and elite company.
For details, contact 
17533533.

The Bizarre Lounge at Le 
Meridien City Centre Bahrain 
invites you to a Latino dance 
party hosted by talented 
instructor Jaffar. Enjoy a chill 
atmosphere and salsa the 
night away to contemporary 
Latin American music every 
Thursday from 10pm – 2am. 
For details, contact 17171144.

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
hosts Tandoori Jugalbandi at 
Nirvana every Thursday from 
noon to 3pm for lunch or 7pm 
to 11:30pm for dinner. Savour 
an exotic spread of mouth-
watering kebabs cooked to 
perfection by Chef Mahipal 
Singh, priced at BD30net 
inclusive of select Indian 
beverages. 
For details, contact 
17586499.

Savour the best of Japanese, 
Chinese and Thai seafood 
every Thursday evening 
from 7pm to 11pm, priced at 
BD25net including soft drinks 
at Al Areen Palace and Spa’s 
Keizo restaurant. 
For details, contact 
17845000.

Friday (September 20)
Check out Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s brunch ‘The Brasserie 
Way’ every Friday from 1pm 
to 5pm, priced BD27net with 
soft drinks and BD35net with 
selected beverages. The 
little guests will love their 
dedicated buffet and the 
special activities organized 

by the Bulbul Kids Club team 
exclusively for them!
Call 77707070 for more 
details.

Everyone over the age of six 
is invited to be a part of the 
fifth annual Family Biathlon 
on September 20, 2019 at 
4pm starting at ART Rotana. 
Help support the Bahrain 
Cancer Society and join 
over 700 participants and 
spectators for this legendary 
event to test your physical 
limits or support the brave 
swimming runners. 

Spread across three of 
InterContinental Regency 
Bahrain’s finest restaurants 
is the unforgettable 
Brunchism experience, a 
brunch buffet featuring live 
food stations and culinary 
choices from around the 
world, accompanied by 
live entertainment and kids 
activities, with food and music 
around the pool area. Priced 
at BD22net for the soft drink 
package and the BD32net for 
the select beverage package.
Call 17227777 for details.

Enjoy the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s special Friday 
brunch. This spectacular 
buffet running from 1pm 
to 4pm will also include 

indulgent dishes like the 
16-hour spiced lamb stew, 
slow-roasted ribs and kingfish 
fajitas. Priced at BD30net 
per person including soft 
beverages and BD43net 
person including a select 
beverage package. Children 
between six and 12, get a 50 
per cent discount.
For reservations, call 
17115500.

Take a trip through Thai 
cuisine every Friday at 
Gulf Hotel’s Royal Thai’s 
sumptuous buffet, with live 
cooking counters serving 
papaya salad, satays, 
carvings and a selection of 
fresh seafood. It’s priced 
at BD15net for the buffet 
inclusive of two select 
beverages. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

The Sheraton Bahrain 
Hotel hosts a special daily 
buffet lunch from 12:30pm 
to 3:30pm and dinner from 
7:30pm to 11:30pm at Al Safir 
Restaurant for BD10+++.
Ladies receive a 50 per cent 
discount on the buffet every 
Friday. 
For details, contact 
17533533.

Every Friday afternoon, Al 
Areen’s Saffron Restaurant 
welcomes you to its pool 
barbecue buffet from 1pm 
to 5pm, featuring modern 
Khaleeji and Indian dishes, 
priced at BD15net including 
soft drinks and pool access. 
For details, call 17845000.

Brunch away at The 
Harvesters at Crowne Plaza 
Bahrain on Friday and enjoy 
unlimited selected beverages 
from 12:30pm to 4pm and 

enjoy platters of international 
mouth-watering cuisines 
spread across two venues. 
Priced at BD33net with 
unlimited select beverages. 
Call 17531122 for details.

Big Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House presents its ‘Small 
Town, Throw Down’ brunch 
– the only five-hour brunch in 
the kingdom – from 11am to 
4pm. It features a buffet and 
specific table orders. There’s 
also karaoke.
Call 17360063 for details.

Spend an unforgettable 
day in the sand beach 
infinity pool from 8 am until 
sunset and embrace the 
Latino vibes at the Reef 
Resort’s Pool Delight. Spice 
up your evening with a 
variety of Latino cuisine and 
entertainment all priced at 
BD22+++ per person. Kids 
aged six-12 get 50 per cent 
off. 
For bookings, call 13110110.

Bahrain’s Sweetest Brunch 
takes place every Friday from 
12:30pm-4pm at Le Meridien 
City Centre Bahrain’s Baharat 
restaurant. Enjoy the award-
winning sweet and savoury 
experience for BD28net 
including soft drinks and 
water, or BD40net including 
selected beverages. Live 
music from Twin Band 
accompanies the fare. Book 
for 10 people or more and 
receive 20 per cent discount. 
Call 17171144 for bookings.

Families can enjoy an 
international brunch buffet at 
the Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s La 
Med Restaurant every Friday 
from 12:30pm to 3:30pm. The 
price is BD30net for the soft 
drinks package and BD38net 
for the select beverages 
package.
For details, contact 
17586499. 

Saturday (September 21)
Join the Gulf Hotel’s 
professional Thai chef 
instructor for The Art of 
Cooking class this Saturday 
from 10:30am to noon for a 
lesson with Chef Wasanee. 
Learn how to cook curries, 
pad thai and more from a chef 
who has been doing it since 
she could walk and earn a 
certificate and apron. The 
price per person is BD18net 
including lunch. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

Enjoy a delectable selection 
of handcrafted entrees, cakes 
and magical milkshakes all 
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Today (August 28)
Get your fill of the ocean 
with unlimited sushi from the 
special sushi selection of the 
Intercontinental Regency’s 
Elements Pool and Lounge 
every Wednesday from 7pm 
to 11pm. Priced at BD9.9net.
Call 17227777 for details.

Every Wednesday is ‘Wings 
and Wisdom’ night at Big 
Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House inside Best Western 
Plus - The Olive Hotel. It’s 
a quiz night with an added 
bonus of BD10net for ‘all-you-
can-eat’ chicken wings.
Call 17360063 for details.

The Sheraton Bahrain Hotel 
hosts a Ladies night with 
unlimited selected beverages 
every Wednesday at An Nada 
Lounge from 9pm to midnight. 
Call 17533533 for details.

Steak out some of the 
kingdom’s finest cuts at 
the Crowne Plaza Bahrain, 
starting at 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant, priced 
BD18net including beverages. 
Select beverages package 
available for BD7net extra.
For details, contact 17531122.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s poolside Italian 
restaurant, Vento, is offering 
a wide selection of pizzas 
from wood-fired ovens and 
artisan pastas. It’s available 
on weekdays from 11:30am 
to 11pm and weekends from 
11:30am to midnight.
For reservations, contact 
17115500.

Reef Resort’s Tokyo Reef 
restaurant features a 
specially-created set menu 
that is offered on weekdays 
(Saturday-Wednesday, closed 

on Mondays) and guests can 
watch as the chef prepares 
sushi and sashimi before their 
eyes. 
For details, call 13110110.

Enjoy Sushi-Meshi at the 
Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s Thai 
Lounge with 50 per cent 
savings on select sushi and 
beverages.
For details, contact 17586499 
or email rc.bahrz.restaurant.
reservations@ritzcarlton.com

Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
hosts a BBQ night every 
Wednesday featuring ribs and 
Wagyu prime rib steak from 
7pm-11pm. The entertainment 
is performed by Twin Band. 
The BBQ buffet is inclusive 
of soft drinks and water for 
BD19net and free flow of 
beverages costs BD26net.
For details, contact 17171144.

Tomorrow (August 29)
Ladies, dance the night away 
at Jumeirah’s Havana Club 
every Thursday from 8pm 
to midnight with unlimited 
selected beverages and enjoy 
a live Cuban band.
For details, call 77707070.

Savour live stations of 
seafood and meat cuisine 
every Thursday at the 
Intercontinental-Regency’s 
Selections Restaurant from 
7pm to 10:30pm priced 
at BD19net for food and 
BD29net inclusive of selected 
beverages. 
For details, call 17227777.

Indulge in a variety of seafood 
from fresh oysters to sushi 
and Lobster Thermidor at 
Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
every Thursday from 7pm to 
11pm. The buffet is priced 
BD25net, including soft 
drinks and water, or BD31net 
inclusive of selected free flow 
beverages. 
For details, contact 17171144. 

Enjoy lively tunes from the 
new “Five Motion” band as 
you relax at the An Nada 

Lounge at the Sheraton 
Bahrain Hotel this Thursday, 
washing away the worries of 
the week past with a lively 
ambience and elite company.
For details, contact 
17533533.

The Bizarre Lounge at Le 
Meridien invites you to a 
Latino dance party hosted 
by talented instructor Jaffar. 
Enjoy a chill atmosphere 
and salsa the night away to 
contemporary Latin American 
music every Thursday from 
10pm – 2am. 
For details, contact 17171144.

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
hosts Tandoori Jugalbandi at 
Nirvana every Thursday from 
noon to 3pm for lunch or 7pm 
to 11:30pm for dinner. Savour 
an exotic spread of mouth-
watering kebabs cooked to 
perfection by Chef Mahipal 
Singh, priced at BD30net 
inclusive of select Indian 
beverages. 
For details, contact 
17586499.

Savour the best of Japanese, 
Chinese and Thai seafood 
every Thursday evening 
from 7pm to 11pm, priced at 
BD25net including soft drinks 
at Al Areen Palace and Spa’s 
Keizo restaurant. 
For details, contact 
17845000.

Friday (August 30)
Check out Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s new brunch ‘The 
Brasserie Way’ every Friday 
from 1pm to 5pm, priced 
BD27net with soft drinks 
and BD35net with selected 
beverages. 
Call 77707070 for more 
details.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is hosting a 

Friday Brunch with five food 
stations serving Arabic, 
Western, India, Japanese 
and Chinese delicacies, at 
Bahrain Bay Kitchen from 
1pm to 4pm. Priced BD30net 
per person including soft 
beverages and BD43net 
person including a beverage 
package. Children between 
six and 12, get a 50 per cent 
discount.
For reservations, call 
17115500.

Enjoy Al-Waha’s award-
winning brunch buffet of 
mouth-watering delicacies 
with your family every Friday 
while you enjoy the live 
tunes of the new QBA band 
at the Gulf Hotel. It’s priced 
at BD23net for the buffet 
and BD29net for the select 
beverage package. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

The Sheraton Bahrain 
Hotel hosts a special daily 
buffet lunch from 12:30pm 
to 3:30pm and dinner from 
7:30pm to 11:30pm at Al Safir 
Restaurant for BD10+++.
Ladies receive a 50 per cent 
discount on the buffet every 
Friday. 
For details, contact 
17533533.

Every Friday afternoon, Al 
Areen’s Saffron Restaurant 
welcomes you to its pool 
barbecue buffet from 1pm 
to 5pm, featuring modern 
Khaleeji and Indian dishes, 
priced at BD15net including 

soft drinks and pool access. 
For details, call 17845000.

Bring the fam to Crowne 
Plaza Bahrain’s La Mosaique 
Restaurant for the Family 
Friday Brunch Buffet from 
12:30pm to 4:00pm and 
enjoy stations packed with 
food from all over the world, 
as well as a kids corner with 
activities designed to keep 
your little ones engaged and 
entertained.
Priced at BD31net with 
unlimited select beverages. 
Call 17531122 for details.

Big Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House presents its ‘Small 
Town, Throw Down’ brunch 
– the only five-hour brunch in 
the kingdom – from 11am to 
4pm. It features a buffet and 
specific table orders. There’s 
also karaoke.
Call 17360063 for details.

Spice up your evening with 
a Latino spirit infused with a 
variety of seafood and poultry 
marinated to perfection with 
sides of salads and greens at 
the Reef Resort’s Restaurant 
and Lounge. Priced at 
BD14+++ per person. 
For bookings, call 13110110.

Bahrain’s Sweetest Brunch 
takes place every Friday from 
12:30pm-4pm at Le Meridien 
City Centre Bahrain’s Baharat 
restaurant. Enjoy the award-
winning sweet and savoury 
experience for BD28net 
including soft drinks and 
water, or BD40net including 
selected beverages. Live 
music from Twin Band 
accompanies the fare. Book 
for 10 people or more and 
receive 20 per cent discount. 
Call 17171144 for bookings.

Families can enjoy a brunch 
buffet meal at the Ritz-
Carlton, Bahrain’s La Med 
Restaurant every Friday from 
12:30pm to 3:30pm. The price 
is BD30net for the soft drinks 
package and BD38net for the 
select beverages package.
For details, contact 

17586499. 

Saunter past the live cooking 
counters at the Gulf Hotel’s 
Royal Thai restaurant 
every Friday and sample 
the papaya salads, satays, 
carvings and a selection 
of main courses. Priced at 
BD15net per person inclusive 
of two selected beverages.
For more details, contact 
17713000.

Saturday (August 31)
Join the Gulf Hotel’s 
professional pastry chef 
instructor for The Art of 
Cooking class this Saturday 
from 10:30am to noon for a 
fluffy lesson in pastries with 
Chef Daniel. Learn how to 
cook delicious pastries from 
a chef who has been doing 
it around the world for the 
last 42 years and earn a 
certificate and apron. The 
price per person is BD18net 
including lunch. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

Enjoy a delectable selection 
of handcrafted entrees, cakes 
and magical milkshakes all 
day every day at the Furn 
Bistro and Bakery, while 
revelling in the Rotunda’s 
ambience. Arabic afternoon 
tea is available from 3pm to 
6pm. Or grab a coffee and 
croissant to go for BD 3 net.

For more information, call 
17171441.

Reef Resort’s lobby café 
Chocolaterie is offering an 
array of signature teas, 
coffees, pastries and 
delectable hand-made 
chocolates Saturday to 
Wednesday from 4pm to 6pm 
with a net price of BD4.
For details, call 13110110.

Spice up your weekly brunch 
with a culinary journey around 
Mexico at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain’s Cantina Kahlo 
restaurant. This will be held 
from noon to 4pm, priced 
BD36.500net per person 
with selected beverages and 
BD23net per person with soft 
beverages. Stick around for a 
separate special after brunch 
menu featuring Guacamole, 
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6

IN BRIEF

October 3 - 9, 2016 Vol. 33 No.39

Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional decision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cost
DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt deal
MEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)
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Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effor t to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92
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day every day at the Furn 
Bistro and Bakery, while 
revelling in the Rotunda’s 
ambience. Arabic afternoon 
tea is available from 3pm to 
6pm. Or grab a coffee and 
croissant to go for BD3net.
For more information, call 
17171441.

Spice up your weekly brunch 
with a culinary journey 
around Mexico at the Ritz-
Carlton, Bahrain’s Cantina 
Kahlo restaurant. The Brunch 
Fiesta will be held from noon 
to 4pm, priced BD36.500net 
per person with select 
beverages and BD23net per 
person with soft beverages. 
Stick around for a separate 
special after brunch a la carte 
menu featuring Guacamole, 
Ensalada Verde, Ceviches, 
Antojitos, Tacos and Churros.
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

Enjoy the perfect afternoon 
tea at the Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s Palm Lounge, 
indulging your inner chocolate 
addict with the dark, milk 
and chocolate fondues and 
the gorgeously handcrafted 
chocolate pastries. Priced at 
BD25net for two people.
For details, call 77707070.

Lounge at InterContinental 
Regency Bahrain’s Legendz 
Steakhouse and enjoy the 
Lazy Legendary Lunch in a 
relaxed cosy setting every 
Saturday from 11:30am to 
4pm. Priced at BD19net.

For details, call 17227777.

Check out the Gulf Hotel’s 
Al Waha Waleema Brunch, 
Al Waha Restaurant’s new 
look Saturday Arabic Brunch. 
Explore the world of Arabic 
food culture for BD18+++.
For more details, contact 
17713000.

Sunday (September 22)
Enjoy free dessert when you 
have a three-course business 
lunch at Crowne Plaza’s 
La Mosaique Restaurant. 
Available from Sunday to 
Thursday from noon to 4pm
For details, contact 17227777.

Feast on a tasty 
Mediterranean Business lunch 
amidst the busy Seef district 
at Jumeirah Royal Saray’s 
Brasserie Royale from Sunday 
to Thursday with a three-
course menu and delicious 
options to choose from. Priced 
at BD15net per person. 
For more information and 
reservation, contact 77707070 
or email jrsb.brasserieroyale@
jumeirah.com.

l Check out Naman’s 
review of Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s Brasserie Royale 
Business Lunch on Page 11.

Enjoy Sundown Grill at the 
Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s Plums 

from 7pm to 11.30pm every 
Sunday. 
Satisfy your steak cravings 
with US Black Angus, 
Australian Kobe Wagyu and 
Irish grass-fed served with 
a side salad, tru¬ffle fries, 
creamed spinach and sautéed 
mushrooms for BD38net per 
person, inclusive of one grape 
beverage.
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

What could beat the heat 
better than spa treatments, 
pool and beach time? Adding 
in some indulgent cuisine 
of course. Enjoy a relaxing 
60-minute massage treatment 
of your choice, a 30-minute 
facial and the afternoon 
tea experience at the Four 
Seasons Bahrain Bay for 
a special price of BD95 
(Regularly BD155). Or enjoy 
just the afternoon tea, along 
with gourmet bites every 
day at the Bay View Lounge, 
priced at BD14.6net for one 
guest and BD26.7net for two 
guests.
For details, call 17115000.

Enjoy a selection of 
international and Middle 
Eastern cuisine at Le Méridien 
City Centre Bahrain’s Baharat 
restaurant every Sunday to 
Thursday from 12:30pm to 
3pm. The lunch buffet is priced 
BD16net, the soup and salad 
buffet is priced BD7net and 
children aged six to 12 dine at 
half price.
For details, call 17171144.

Monday (September 23)
Relish four of the best pasta 
recipes by Chef Perbellini 
every Monday with a delightful 
degustation at Gulf Hotel’s La 
Pergola. The menu features 
a selection of Spaghetti with 
pesto & calamari, homemade 
gnocchi with tomato & basil, 
deconstructed lasagne 
moderna with beef ragout 
and much more! Priced at 
BD10+++. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s 
Mamma Mia Mondays at 
Primavera will include a new 
menu featuring a selection of 
traditional pizza and pasta. 
Amongst the choices are Pizza 
Diavola, Pizza Regina and 
Pizza ai Funghi, homemade 
spaghetti carbonara, tonarelli 
cacio e pepe and tagliatelle 
alla Bolognese. The cost is 
BD19 for one pizza and one 
pasta. 
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

Embark on a menu-free 
bespoke and interactive 
culinary journey right at the 
kitchen counter of the CUT 
restaurant by Wolfgang Puck 
at the Four Seasons Hotel 

Bahrain Bay Bahrain. Doors 
open at 7pm. Prices range 
from BD48 – BD85 depending 
on the number of courses and 
the beverage pairings.
For details, contact 17115044.

Paint the town red with the 
almost endless pizzabilities at 
The Red Plate as you enjoy 
all day specials every Monday. 
Get two pizzas and a select 
beverage for BD15net. 
For more details, contact 
17360061.

Enjoy a swim and mouth-
watering breakfast every day 
at Al Areen’s Rimal restaurant, 
priced at BD9net including soft 
drinks and pool access. 
For more details, contact 
17845000.

Enjoy the afternoon every 
day at Crowne Plaza’s 
Cappucino’s Café. Experience 
a unique feast tea featuring 
tea selections with delightful 
sweet creations. Priced at BD 
6.415 for two hot beverages. 
Or meet the chocolate lava 
cake of your dreams, priced at 
BD 2.5.
For details, contact 17531122.

Tuesday (September 24)
There is a Ladies Night at the 
Gulf Hotel Bahrain Convention 
& Spa every Tuesday, where 
women receive a 50 per 
cent discount for the hotel’s 
lounges, spas and restaurants, 
excluding Rasoi by Vineet.
For details, contact 
17713000 or email info@
gulfhotelbahrain.com

Enjoy Taco Tuesdays at The 
Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s Cantina 
Kahlo from 6pm to 10pm. 
Choose from 10 varieties of 
tacos for BD22net per person. 
It’s also inclusive of one 
selected beverage.
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

Feast on a bounty of seafood 
delights and enjoy weekly 
specials at the La Mosaique 
Restaurant at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel every Tuesday 
from 7pm to 11pm. Priced 
at BD18net for the soft drink 
package and BD25net for the 
select beverages package. 
For details, contact 17531122.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain’s Bay View Lounge 
invites you to enjoy the Folia 
plant-based menu developed 
by renowned chef Matthew 
Kenney and HRH Prince 
Khaled bin Alwaleed bin Talal, 
featuring truly ethical and 
wholesome vegetarian dining 
that will satisfy carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores 
alike. 
For details, contact 17115500.

Try out the uniquely offbeat 
treats at Chocolaterie and 
experience luxurious evenings 
at Reef Resort with an array 
of signature teas, coffees, 
pastries and delectable hand-
made chocolates Tuesday to 
Sunday, accompanied by the 
most stunning views of the sea 
and city. Priced at BD8+++
For details, call 13110110.
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DESIGNED for your absolute relaxation, 
the Lagoon Beach boasts serene views 
from sunrise till sunset and is one of Reef 
Clubhouse’s most scenic spots in the 
kingdom.

Enjoy their Pre-Launch Special and relax 
and unwind every day until Sunday. From 
its original price of BD20 net/person down 
to BD10 net/person redeemable at the food 
savoury area, guests can enjoy Lagoon 
Beach facilities while children under five are 
free of charge. 

Located at the Reef Island, the scenic 
Clubhouse & Lagoon Beach are perfectly 
positioned overlooking the panoramic view 
of Bahrain skyline where guests can create 

memories with loved ones aboard the 
Lagoon Moon floating restaurant as they 
witness the striking view.

For inquiries, call 77900700.

GULF Hotel is pleased to invite Bahrain to 
experience BON GIOVI, the most authentic 
tribute to rock legends Bon Jovi at the 
Sherlock Holmes on September 26 and 27.

Fronted by Jon Bon Jovi impersonator Gary 
Williams, BON GIOVI are the World’s Premier 
look-alike and sound alike tribute to the New 
Jersey rockers. The band has performed 
internationally in and around the Middle 
East, Russia, UK, Turkey, Greece, Germany, 
Belgium, Spain, France and Ireland.

Dan Smith, organiser of the SomerRock 
Festival in Bridgwater, England, said: 
“Without a doubt, they are the best Bon Jovi 
tribute out there. The attention to detail is 
incredible, the band recreate and capture Bon 
Jovi in every possible way! I have booked 
Bon Giovi several times and can’t thank them 
enough for keeping thousands of Bridgwater 
people entertained and leaving my events 
amazed! These guys are more than just a 
tribute.”

On September 26, for BD10net which 
includes one select beverage, enjoy an 
evening concert with the band, with doors 
opening at 7pm.

On September 27, for BD29net (or BD26net 
for early bird bookings), enjoy your Friday 
brunch as you enjoy the magical melodic 
tribute from 12:30pm to 4pm. 

The Gulf Hotel Bahrain’s marketing and 
communications manager Ryan Advincula, 
added: “The Sherlock Holmes is building 
on the success of the AC/DC tribute and 
building a legacy of bringing top notch tributes 
to audiences in Bahrain. Our latest is Bon 
Giovi where fans can experience Bon Jovi 
favourites like Wild in the Streets and It’s My 
Life as they join us for a drink or brunch.”

Book your tickets now at http://pay.
gulfhotelbahrain.com/events/

THE Bahrain Tourism and Exhibitions Authority 
(BTEA) will be hosting a series of fun-filled activities 
in celebration of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s 89th 
National Day over a period of five days, starting from 
tomorrow to Monday.

BTEA’s line-up of activities include a number of 
fun events such as fireworks, traditional sailboats 
sporting Saudi and Bahraini flags, in addition to 
musical performances by traditional bands amongst 
many other activities.

The events are aimed to strengthen the bilateral 
relations between both kingdoms under the wise 
leadership of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa and the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

 “On the occasion of KSA’s National Day which 
we hold very close to our hearts, we would like to 
express our congratulations to the wise leadership 
and the people of Saudi Arabia,” said Tourism 
Advisor at BTEA, Dr Ali Follad. “We also welcome 
all visitors and residents to participate in the 
celebrations which will be held over a period of five 
days across the Kingdom of Bahrain.”

LOST Paradise is celebrating 
KSA’s national day as well 
as its 12th anniversary with 
a massive festival from 
Thursday to Monday. A 
bounty of beats and one-of-
a-kind variety show await 
visitors at the park. 

The 77,000sqm park, with 
more than 20 slides and 
attractions, will be featuring 
Ardha band, Fatime Al 
Shudaid, Swarti Sharma and 
Saudi singers Fahad Khalid 
and Ms Nazek on its live 
stage.

There will also be special 
games, exciting prizes and 
lots of promotions, including 
Buy 2 get 1 at the Latheeth 
food station, Family package 
burger meals at Gilgamesh 

restaurant and Back to 
School package offers at the 
various food outlets. 

The park’s management 
said: “We are truly thankful 
to all our guests who have 
enjoyed the waterpark all 
throughout these years. Our 
continued growth allows us 
to inspire our guests of today 
and tomorrow to experience 

world class service and 
leisure facilities. By holding 
various events, we also 
offer our commitment to 
the community enabling 
them to use our property 
as a platform for cultural 
interactions and guaranteed 
enjoyment.”

For more details, visit www.
lpodwaterpark.com

THE newly renovated Gulf Convention 
Centre at the Gulf Hotel Bahrain invites 
you to be a part of the most awaited 
German festival on September 26.

The Gulf Hotel Bahrain Convention 
& Spa is renowned for hosting 
Oktoberfest and has upped its game 
every year. 

This year, will be by far the most 
exciting one yet! Guests will be 
treated to a delicious authentic buffet 
and live music from Lasterbacher 
Musikanten Band, who are being flown 
in especially from Germany for the one 
night festival. 

Founded in 1979, the Lasterbacher 
Musikanten Band has entertained 
audiences all over the world, providing 
an exciting show with a diverse 
repertoire of songs and instruments. 
They will be celebrating German 
heritage and Oktoberfest, Germany’s 
largest folk festival which is celebrated 
by over six million people around the 
world every year.  

Be part of the experience at the Gulf 
Hotel Bahrain with tickets, priced at BD 
26+++ including a buffet which starts 
from 8pm. 

Call 17713000 for bookings and 
details. 



THE Chronoswiss brand has added another star to 
its glittering Sirius collection with the dazzling Sirius 
Chronograph Moon Phase. The timepiece features 
a navy dial chronograph with a 
moon phase and an analogue 
date indicator. It completes a trio 
along with the previous steel and 
gold white dial options from 
Swiss fine watchmaker.

The watch is ensconced in 
a 41mm steel case stylised 
with partially knurled 
edges, polished and 
brushed finishing, 
uncommon tipped 
chronograph 
pushers and the 
characteristic large 
onion crown. This 
weighty customer 
comes with a Louisiana 
alligator strap using 
long, straight lugs. 

The blue, partially 
guilloché-decorated dial 
shows off an analogue 
date window produced 
in a vintage style, with 
a red-tipped crescent moon 
indicator hand. Inside is a punctuated chronograph 
minute counter with applied Breguet hour markers 
between the quarter hour positions. 

Jalal’s timely tips on the latest trends
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DKNY channels the creative spirit of the 
Big Apple for its autumn collection, with 
hometown singer Halsey and house DJ/
producer duo The Martinez Brothers 
showcasing the new looks in a campaign 
and video….all in time to celebrate 
the brands birthday, writes 
Mai Al Khatib-Camille.

The edgy American 
fashion house, which 
has long since 

accomplished itself 
for offering young 

and old progressive 
yet pragmatic wardrobe staples, 
is keeping its seasonal campaign 
rooted in the here and now 
with youthful and raw designs. 
However, the line, whilst 
modern, is still reminiscent 
of 90s baggy and fitted street 
style. This is why the autumn 
2019 campaign boasts a series of 
quintessential New York stories from 
respected and influential cultural 
figures. It portrays the diversity and 
fast-paced world that many living in 
the Empire City. 
Halsey, whose punk sense of beauty 

and casual outspokenness has established her as a 
fearless voice of ‘Gen-Z’, fit perfectly to promote 
this collection. 

She said: “DKNY is the spirit of New York, its 
diversity and drive, its hard work and a pinch of 

destiny. They say if a bee strays too far from 
its hive, it will die. DKNY keeps my home in 
my heart and the magic in my mind. It’s an 
honour to be a part of their 30th birthday.”

The campaign features powerful, graphic 
portraits of the native New Yorkers, dressed 
in funky street wear, photographed by Amy 
Troost and styled by Carlos Nazario. 

Halsey and The Martinez Brothers 
radiated their cool confidence, irreverent 
style and pure talent in each image 
captured whilst sporting the most 
directional pieces from the DKNY 
collection.  

The images and videos included Halsey 
in checked suiting, raw denim and 

leopard-print athleisure while the fellas 
adorned fresh tailoring, classic outerwear and easy 
essentials to help conquer the day.

With a stark black-and-white aesthetic accented 
by a bold red logo, the imagery references DKNY’s 
heritage campaigns of the 1990s. 

The talented trio performed at DKNY’s birthday 
bash during New York Fashion Week.

MEN and women living in 
the kingdom, that are 
struggling to maintain 

healthy and hydrated looking 
skin due to humidity, sand 
storms and other elements, 
are turning to Anne Semonin’s  
treatments at the Four 
Seasons Hotel Bahrain Bay.

The five-star property has unveiled 
seven luxury made-to-measure 
treatments at its stunning spa created 
to cater to clienteles differing skin 
types.

Nicolay Dimitrov, director of Spa 
at the hotel, said: “Anne Semonin 
is an internationally admired brand 
with years of expertise in creating 
customised solutions and products to 
suit different skin types. 

“We invited guests to explore the 
carefully-created range of treatments 
this summer and escape the heat 
in the beautiful surroundings of 
our property while pampering 
themselves to ingredients that are 
proven to refine, sooth and purify the 
skin.”

The swanky product launch, 
which was held at The Spa premises 
over the weekend in the presence 
of invited guests and members of 

the media, featured a presentation 
by Anne Nguyen, the pioneering 
French skincare brand’s marketing 
and product development director. 
She flew in from Paris to discuss 
the 35-year-old brand, its range, 
treatments and experiences using the 
beauty line. 

“The brand specialises in a made-
to-measure approach because for 
Anne Semonin, one size cannot fit 
all,” explained Anne. “After a skin 
analysis, a therapist will explain to 
the client what her skin needs and 
will advise about the best product 
combinations to use. Every skin type 
is different. Our products are made to 
be mixed together to create personal 
beauty lines adapted to the moment.”

According to Nadia Swart, 
international trainer for Anne 
Semonin, every step is customised 
to what the clients skin needs at that 

time as skin changes throughout the 
year. That just means that guests 
will never have the same facial 
twice.

The collection of products and 
treatments at the hotel includes 
two facials — a BD75, 75-minute 
Super Active Cryo Time Freeze 
and a BD85, 85-minute Precious 
Pearl Ultra Lift Facial. There are 
also two wraps – a 60-minute Pure 
Detox Spirulina Wrap Experience 
for BD85 and a 90-minute Intense 
Cooling Ritual for BD85. The 
two express treatments include a 
30-minute Precious Pearl Scrub for 
BD39 and a 30-minutes Exquisite 
Miracle Eyes experience for BD35. 
There is also a face and body ritual 
called Precious Pearl Ultimate 
Experience for 120 minutes and 
costing BD145. 

Anne Semonin’s best-selling 

products are also available such 
as the Youth Radiance Elixir, a 
lightweight anti-ageing serum 
containing hyaluronic acid, apricot 
kernel oil, Madonna lily leaf cells 
and rose leaf cells that together 
create immediate plumping and 
long-term anti-wrinkle effects.

Clare Bromilow, newly 
appointed director of public 
relations and communications, 
said: “We are the third property 
that has launched the brand and 
we are honoured and privileged 
to carry such a well-known skin 
care brand. “The great 
thing about this brand 
is that it features rich 
ingredients as well 
as combines trace 
elements and essential 
oils.

“We chose to work 
with them because 
for Four Seasons we 
always believe in 
creating tailor made 
experiences and 
products.”

After the launch, guests 
were invited to sample the 
facials and treatments.

For details, contact The 
Spa at 17115045.

PICTURE PERFECT: 
Director of public 

relations and 
communications, 

Clare with  one 
of the products

A New York state of mind

FashionWeekly
Keeping you in on the latest trends and what they wore in the past

Rejuvinating skincare
By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com
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CALL me a 
shmuck but 
while brunches, 

dinners and buffets 
often get the glitz and 
glamour of the dining 
ecosystem, a perfectly 
crafted business lunch 
is one of those elusive 
experiences that take a 
true artiste to capture. 

It’s the Moby Dick of 
meals, because one has to 
walk the fine line between 
filling and healthy; communal 
yet professional; impressive 
to a prospective client yet 
not so rich that a food coma 
ensues. And it’s a prize 
that Jumeirah Royal Saray 
Bahrain’s Chef Claudio Dieli 
manages to secure with style. 

As I walked into Jumeirah 
Royal Saray Bahrain’s 
Brasserie Royale restaurant 
and the lavish pastry counters 
to our table, I knew we were 
in for a treat.

My colleague and I were 
quickly seated by the floor 
to ceiling windows, which 
offered an exquisite view 
of clear blue waters. It felt 
like we were sitting at a 
Sicilian ristorante by the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

To keep with the 
Mediterranean spirit, the pre-
set menu that accompanies 
the view has two options 
– the North or the South. 
Designed by Chef Claudio as 
an ode to his Italian origins, 
each finds homely inspiration 
from the corresponding 
region. 

I decided to go for the 
South menu, while my 
colleague ventured further 
North. As Chef Claudio 
stopped by to say hello, he 
explained: “The North menu 
is inspired by colder regions, 
so the food is richer with 
more red meat. It’s designed 
to keep you warm in chilly 
climates. The South is lighter 
and more about the sea. It’s 
like a quick fishing trip, but 

with the best catch around.”
Enticed by the chef’s words, 

our salads soon appeared 
magically before us. The 
North menu started off with a 
deep fried buffalo mozzarella 
salad, which somehow 
managed to delectably 
intertwine the flavours of 
deep fried buffalo mozzarella 
wedges, anchovies, heirloom 
tomatoes and olives. 

While anchovies are 
notorious for their fishy 
taste, these were marinated 
in olive oil to sublime their 
fishy tendencies. As my 
colleague dove into the 
salty and meaty flavours of 
the anchovies melting into 
the cheesy goodness of the 
mozzarella, he gave the 
diving all-good hand signal 
and I was assured that he 
was on an unforgettable rich 

nautical adventure. 
Meanwhile, on my plate, the 

grilled prawn Mediterranean 
salad was demanding my 
attention and I acquiesced, 
enjoying the freshly grilled 

prawns with a side of feta 
cheese, tomatoes and squid 
ink sauce. I have been reading 
about squid ink in the foodie 
corner of the internet, and 
this was my first in-person 
encounter. Not only did it add 

an inky black colour to the 
plate, appealing to the writer 
in me, it has a subtle salty 
flavour that folds well into 
seafood and pasta. 

We wolfed down our salads 

and returned to our chat. 
What struck me as unique 
was the pacing of the meals. 
It didn’t feel rushed, since 
we had ample time between 
courses to converse about 
this week’s paper and we 

never felt forgotten as the 
next course appeared well 
before our stomachs started to 
grumble. 

The South main course 
that I picked, on the chef’s 
recommendation, was the 
Sicilian style pappardelle 
pasta. With tuna, eggplant, 
cherry tomato capers, 
fresh ricotta cheese and 
a basil garnish, it was the 
Instagrammer’s perfect 
picture dish. And taste-wise, 
the creaminess of the ricotta 
cheese, the slight bitter of 
the eggplant and the silky 
texture of the pappardelle 
created a grand gastronomic 
experience. 

Across the table, I heard 
nothing for a few minutes, 
as my colleague cut into his 
braised Wagyu beef cheek, 
folded on a layer of mashed 

potatoes, forked on a bit of 
the sunny-up egg and took 
a bite, followed by a moan 
of what I can only describe 
as pure pleasure. I stole a 
bite, just to find out what 
elicited this response during 
a professional lunch, and as 
the 24-hour-marinated and 
three-hour-braised beef cheek 
melted in my mouth, aided by 
the egg yolk, I realised that 
the sensual sound notes were 
worthy and necessary. It was, 
by a thin margin, the show 
stopper of the afternoon. 

After devouring our main 
course, we had a quick chat 
with the chef and I found 
myself surprisingly active and 
alert, despite having indulged 
in quite a lavish lunch. When 
I asked the chef about it, he 
said: “Here, all our meals are 
about balance. With good 
balanced meals, your body 
doesn’t need a coma to cope.”

For dessert, we sampled 
the refreshing mango and 
strawberry “nice” cream, 
topped with blueberries and 
chia seeds, made in-house 
as well as a chocolate éclair 
from the pastry counter, and 
capped off the afternoon with 
a cup of coffee, rejuvenating 
me for an event-packed 
evening. Try it out for 
yourself and personally, I 
simply cannot recommend the 
Wagyu beef enough. 

The Brasserie Royale’s 
business lunch, priced at 
BD15net is available from 
Sunday to Thursday from 
12pm to 3pm. Call 77707070 
for details and reservations. 
l Scan the QR code below 
to watch Naman’s interview 
with Chef Claudio and more.
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GOURMET REPORT

EatingOut

Subscribe to GulfWeekly’s YouTube Channel.

The North menu is inspired by colder regions, 
so the food is richer with more red meat. 
It’s designed to keep you warm in chilly 
climates. The South is more about the sea. 
There’s more white meat. It’s like a quick 
fishing trip, but with the best catch around.

TASTY TREATS: The delicious Papardelle Pasta and, top left, Chef Claudio

The places to dine in Bahrain plus culinary tips for the food connoisseur
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A spectacular Thai 
festival was 
staged at the Gulf 

Convention Centre & 
Spa to highlight and 
grow bilateral investment 
between Thailand and 
Bahrain and was visited 
by His Royal Highness 
Prince Khalifa Bin Salman 
Al Khalifa, the Prime 
Minister of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain.

More than 120 
representatives from 70 Thai 
fashion, food, technology, 
and spa as well as cosmetics 
companies congregated at the 
SME ONE Fest, held at the 
property last Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

The event gave local 
businessmen an opportunity 
to network with potential 
Thai partners while their 
overseas counterparts explored 
expanding their dealings to 
Bahrain and the Middle East.

Sudsiam Suriyod, president 
of the Thai Club said: “The 
Thai community in Bahrain 
is very strong and it’s great 
to see more businesses set up 
shop and grow with Bahrain in 
the near future. This festival, 
organised in collaboration with 
Siam Pavilion Services and its 
success is a hallmark of what 
is to come, especially with the 
Thai Mart project.”

On show were Thai clothing, 
costume jewellery, organic 
and preserved produce as 
well as cutting edge health 
and skincare technologies. 
For most of these businesses, 
it was their first time in 
Bahrain and while there were 
individual items for sale, 
most of these businesses were 
hoping to find partners and 
suppliers to expand their reach 
beyond Thailand.

Kate Kunyakorn 
Thanaratphakdee was showing 
off ‘Seasoning’, her limited 
collections of handcrafted 
Thai costume jewellery and 
said: “I am hoping to find a 
distributor for my collections. 
My business is young but 
since the market in Thailand 
is saturated, I want to explore 

options overseas. Bahrain has 
been quite hospitable and I 
have gotten a lot of interest in 
my product; one person said 
he finds the designs unique 
while a lady really liked the 
lightweight aspect, so I am 
hoping to see my designs in 
store soon.”

The event also featured 
fashion shows as well as a slew 
of other entertainment and 
is intended to build hype for 
the coming ThaiMart project, 
a complete Thai shopping 
mall covering a 6,700sqm 
space which is on target to be 
completed by the end of the 

year in the Diyar-Al-Muharraq 
region.

The emcee for the show, 
Dr Pacapol Anurit, pictured 
top left, who is an Associate 
Professor at Shinawatra 
University, said: “The event 
has been great and we are 
grateful to the organising 
committee. We were expecting 
more people to attend and 
perhaps more opportunities to 
engage for the first-timers here, 
but the cosmetics section has 
attracted a lot of interest and 
we hope to continue that at the 
Health and Wellness fair which 
ends today. There are some big 
organisations behind that who 
have invested quite a bit to be 
here, so we are anticipating 

bigger crowds then.”
The cosmetics area was the 

most populated during the 
GulfWeekly’s visit, especially 
those offering cutting-edge 
beauty treatments like 
Slim Concept, a slimming 
and beauty centre that was 
showing off its latest stem 
cell therapy tools. It is said 
to reduce wrinkling and 
rejuvenate the face without 
requiring surgery. 

Ariyapong “Alex Slim” 
Techarojkul added: “We have 
been running eight locations in 
Thailand and we are exploring 
locations in Bahrain. Our 
product shows instant results 
which the visitors here love. 
We have been successful for 

A FESTIVAL FOR THE LAND OF SMILES

By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

Organisers during the 
event press conference

Joy
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the last 10 years in Thailand, 
building a trustworthy brand 
that people can work with. 
Then when the Thai embassy 
and Thai club here contacted 
us, we saw it as a great 
opportunity to bring a fantastic 
product as well as our services 
to the Middle East market.”

Hilde Matthyzen, a Belgian 
citizen who owns vacation 
property on Reef Island, is one 
of Alex’s potential clients and 
has been looking for a non-
invasive way to ‘lift’ her face. 
Intrigued by Slim Concept, 
she said: “I want to look into 
this more. I’ll be reaching out 
to my friend who is a plastic 
surgeon and asking about how 
safe this is, but if they have 

been around for so long, it 
should be okay. I want to see 
if there are more products like 
this. It is really cool to see 
all these different aspects of 
Thai and Bangkok’s business 
industry under one roof.”

Another industry that had 
its own section and was 
joined by local Thai industry 
veterans was the food and 
culinary industry. Famous 
Thai restaurants like Honey 
Restaurant provided the 
fresh cooked food, while 
Joy Napapath Keeratinapath 
provided platters of fresh fruit 
from across Thailand. 

She hopes to export tropical 
fruits like dragon fruit, 
mangosteen and rambutan to 

the Middle East. These fruits 
are usually difficult to ship 
because of their short shelf life 
but she intends to market them 
to upper middle class families, 
giving her more of a margin 
to explore quick shipping 
alternatives. 

She said: “The event has 
been quite successful. I found 
customers from all over the 
Middle East, including Dubai 
and Saudi Arabia. Since these 
are not seen as often in the 
region, it has garnered a lot of 
interest. I am hoping to visit 
the ThaiMart site tomorrow 
to see possible locations. 
Hopefully, when it opens, we 
will have a store there, which 
will be our first one outside of 

Thailand and a spot where we 
can import our fruit.”

According to the United 
Nations Comtrade Database, 
as reported by Thailand, 
imports and exports between 
the two countries totalled 
USD415.46m in 2018. 

Thai Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Bahrain said: 
“We are very happy with the 
success of the festival. This 
started last October with a 
small group of maybe 15 
businessmen who came on 
a scouting trip to Bahrain 
to find new opportunities. 
Based on their success, this 
year we were able to bring 
70 businesses and provide 
them with the tools to expand. 
Bahrain has been very open, 
arranging business matching 
and supporting our initiatives. 
This has perhaps been our 
biggest festival in Bahrain in 
terms of exhibitors.”

To commemorate and 
further this relationship, 
Thai Ambassador Thanis 
Na Songkhla met Tamkeen 
chief executive Dr Ebrahim 
Janahi to discuss collaboration 
between the two countries, 
with Dr Janahi and OSMEP 
director general Suwanchai 
Lohawatanakul signing 
an MoU to promote 
entrepreneurial and start-up 
ecosystems in the two 
countries. 

The Thai bonanza has 
continued at the Health and 
Wellness Expo, which will 
carry on until today. Check 
it out to learn more about 
Thailand’s growing medical 
tourism industry!
l Scan the QR code below to 

watch Naman’s experience at 
the festival.

Subscribe to GulfWeekly’s YouTube channel

A FESTIVAL FOR THE LAND OF SMILES
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ON SHOW: Exhibitors 
awaiting visitors 

Kate

Alex, centre, with 
his team

Sudsiam and 
Kritbodee

HRH the Prime Minister with
Thai Ambassador Thanis



A fully-furnished 
two-bedroom 
apartment 

is available for 
sale in one of the 
most sought after 
developments in 
the kingdom.

The Essence of 
Dilmunia apartment, 
which has a total 
built-up area of 
121sqm, features a 
contemporary designed living 
and dining room along with an 
open-plan kitchen and breakfast 
bar. There is a guest closet too.

The spacious bedrooms 
feature built-in wardrobes 
and ensuite bathrooms with a 
shower and a bath.

There is also a large balcony 
connecting the bedroom 
with the living room area 
overlooking the development. 
The apartment comes with one 
parking space.

As for the amenities, there is 
a fitness centre, a spa, indoor 

pools, an infinity pool, 
a tennis court, rooftop 

jogging track and playground.
There is also a waterpark 

for children, as well as indoor 
activities for them and a 
cinema. Adults also get an 
indoor games area, a meeting 
room and a functions hall.

The project is developed by 

Ahmed AlQaed Group and 
located on Dilmunia Island 
off the north-eastern coast of 
Muharraq. Aside from large 
one bedroom apartments, the 
development will also include 
two, and three bedroom 
apartments integrating outdoor 
and indoor living through 
balconies and rooftop terraces.

Property       Weekly
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FACTS AT A 
GLANCE

Location: Essence of 
Dilmunia in Dilmunia Island.           
Reference number: 
AP950 
Sales price: BD98,000   

Living rooms: 1
Bedrooms: 2 
Bathrooms: 2
Additional 

information: There is a 
gym, a swimming pool and a 
concierge service.
For further information on 
this and other 
homes call Star 
Real Estate 
17298210.

A guide to the best properties home and abroad - by Mai Al Khatib-Camille

Spacious Property Features:
En suite master bedroom, 2 bedrooms share a 
bathroom, spacious living/dining area welcoming 
guests, closed kitchen and a maid's room, fully 
�nished, with �ooring throughout, air conditioning 
units and a fully �tted kitchen with appliances, 2 
allocated parking spaces are provided for each �at, 
elevator, garbage chute, high-quality soundproof 
windows.
Starting Price:  BHD 65,000 – Ref: AP733

Spacious Property Features:
Open plan kitchen, living and dining area, 1 en- 
suite bedroom, 1 guest toilet, balcony with a city 
view, one car parking, 24 hour security, outdoor 
rooftop swimming pool, ladies and gent's gym.

Starting Price: BHD 47,000 – Ref: AP869

Fully Furnished Flat Features:

Fully �tted open plan kitchen, 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, rent is inclusive of electricity and 
water bill (BD 30 cap), 1 car parking.

Rent Price: BHD 390 – Ref: AP887

View our listing in the classi�ed section of the GDN     FREE Find-a-Property Services T: +973 1729 8210  E: admin@starrealestate.bh        starrealestate      www.starrealestate.bh

FREEHOLD | SALE | RENT RESIDENCES

FOR SALE! FREEHOLD
RESIDENTIAL LANDS

FOR SALE! FREEHOLD
RESIDENTIAL LANDS

DILMUNIA, EASTERN NEIGHBORHOODDILMUNIA, EASTERN NEIGHBORHOOD

Price Per Square Feet: from BHD 22.5 - 24.5

Plot Area: from 529 - 743 Sqm

Total Price: from BHD 131,000 - 188,000

Classification: RA

FOR SALE!  BRAND NEW APARTMENT NEXT TO ISA TOWN GATE

FOR SALE!  FREEHOLD BRAND NEW APARTMENT MINUTES FROM SEEF

FOR RENT FULLY FURNISHED INCLUSIVE FLAT IN ZINJ

The essence of 
modern living



WHILE cities and 
populations 
may be booming 

around the world, living 
spaces are not. In 
fact, it’s the opposite. 
Dwellings are shrinking 
to accommodate more 
residents which is why 
a Swedish furniture 
franchise has joined 
forces with robotics 
American startup 
company Ori to create 
a new product that will 
sort out the spacing 
situation.

IKEA and Ori will be 
putting their ROGNAN 
robotic furniture, which acts 
as a room divider, to the test 
in densely populated areas 
in Japan and Hong Kong in 
2020.

Seana Strawn, product 
developer for new 
innovations at IKEA of 
Sweden, said: “We have been 
working with developing 
small space living solutions 
for a long time, and we know 
that some of the biggest 
challenges in peoples’ homes 
are storage and finding the 
place to do all the activities 
that you’d want to do in your 
home. 

“This is especially the case 
in big cities where people 
have to make compromises 
in the functions of their 
homes. We wanted to change 
that.”

With ROGNAN, people 
will be able to turn small 
spaces into smart spaces 
that have all the comfort and 
convenience of a home. It is 

built on a robotic platform 
with system thinking in 
mind, working with the 
IKEA storage solution 
PLATSA as a standard 
geometry. 

This means that people can 
easily change the function 
and look of ROGNAN or 
move PLATSA to another 
place if that’s needed. It will 

make people more conscious 
and less wasteful of their 
surroundings and how to 
capitalize on space better as 
well as smarter. ROGNAN 
also works with TRÅDFRI 
cabinet and wardrobe smart 
lighting.

Seana added: “With 
ROGNAN, small space 
living customers will no 

longer have to compromise 
their needs, dreams or 
comfort in order to achieve 
a multi-functional living 
environment. The customer 
will get eight extra square 
meters of living space, 
using robotics to transform 
the solution from bedroom 
to walk-in closet, to work 
space, to living room. 

“This all-in-one solution is 
activated through a simple 
interface touchpad. Instead of 
making the furniture smaller, 
we transform the furniture 
to the function that you 
need at that time. When you 
sleep, you do not need your 
sofa. When you use your 
wardrobe, you do not need 
your bed etc.”

InteriorsWeekly
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Your guide to the best in furnishing and design

Beat the heatRenovation complete

Spreading smiles

DISCOVER Islam distributed hats, water bottles, snacks and fruits to more than 1,000 low income 
workers in Hidd, Arad, Galali, Diyar Al Muharraq, Janusan, Barbar, Saar and Manama as part of its 
Beat the Heat initiative. Since the start of the campaign, the organisation has distributed sup-
plies to 4,500 labourers in the kingdom. Other companies participating in the campaign include 
Pocari Sweat ion supply drink, Bahrain Pharmacy and Hi Tea.

THE “Smile” initiative of the Future Youth Asso-
ciation, which provides psychosocial support to 
children with cancer in the kingdom, marked the 
beginning of the school year with a celebration 
organised by INOVEST at The Fun Yard at Hala 
Plaza. The event was staged as part of the school’s 
“Our Children as Gold” campaign that was created 
to spread awareness of childhood cancer among 
various segments of society. It’s in its sixth edi-
tion. During the party, children were entertained 
by cartoon characters and magicians. They also 
participated in games and competitions as well as 
received school bags at the end of the event.

THE Indian School Bahrain (ISB) has completed a massive renovation of its football ground in Isa 
Town.  The total cost of the project is estimated to be around BD26,000 and the work was fully 
taken over by Santy Excavations and Construction Company.

SocialScene

Solution for tight space
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In focus

Fashion parade

Fleet delivered

Collaboration discussed

Students welcomed

MOTORCITY, the 
sole distributor of 
Maxus vehicles in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, 
has delivered a 
fleet of 20 Maxus 
V80 vehicles to Al 
Sadiq Transport to 
support its multiple 
transportation 
contracts for schools, 
ministries and city 
tours.

THE Ambassador of Thailand to the Kingdom of Bahrain, Thanis Na Song Khla, has recently met with the chief executive of the labour 
fund Tamkeen, Dr Ebrahim Mohammed Janahi, to discuss and elaborate methods of collaboration between the two countries.
During the meeting, Tamkeen signed a memorandum of understanding with Office of Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion of 
Thailand to foster collaboration in the entrepreneurial landscape in both Bahrain and Thailand. 

VATEL welcomed its second 
intake of students to its 
newly refurbished campus in 
Jasra. The morning briefing 
was attended by officials 
from the Bahrain Tourism 
& Exhibitions Authority, the 
Cultural and Cooperation 
Counsellor from the French 
Embassy,  Emmanuel Mayer, 
other distinguished guests 
from the hospitality industry, 
as well as new students, their 
parents, continuing students, 
and academic staff from Vatel. 
The students took part in a 
Treasure Hunt where they 
were split into teams and 

provided with clues to various 
tourist attractions and places 
of interest around Bahrain. The 

rest of the week will be spent 
introducing students to key 
aspects of the industry before 

they commence their first 
week in practical application 
at our partner hotels.

BAHRAIN Technology 
Companies Society 
(BTECH) chairman, Ubaydli 
Ubaydli, unveiled that 
preparations are underway 
for ‘Bahraini National 
Pavilion’ participation at 
GITEX 2019. Ubaydli pointed 
out the important role of 

the Labour Fund “Tamkeen”, BTECH’s strategic partner in 
Bahraini pavilion at GITEX, to encourage ICT companies and 
entrepreneurs to participate at this strategic event.

GIB’s meem was 
the platinum 
sponsor of the 
Bahrain Smart 
Cities Summit 
2019 held at the 
Diplomat Radisson 
Hotel, Bahrain. 
The conference 
showcased 
new trends and 
technologies 
shaping the 
evolution of the 
smart cities of today. The event, which is in its fourth year, was 
held under the patronage of Eng Essam bin Abdulla Khalaf, 
Minister of Works, Municipalities Affairs & Urban Planning, 
and featured a conference, exhibition and awards sessions. 

BATELCO hosted its most recent ‘Batelco Talks’ featuring 
Buthaina Amin, director of legal affairs at Bahrain Economic 
Development Board and a Board Member of Women in 
FinTech Bahrain to shed light on the importance of data 
protection in the digital economy. This session was held at 
its Hamala headquarters.

THE managing committee of Shreenathji (Shree Krushna) 
Temple announced that Prime Minister Shree Narendra 
Modi has sent a gift for the Temple after his recent visit to 
Bahrain. The gift is an embroidered wall painting of Lord 
Shreenathji made using cotton fabric and cotton silk thread. 
According to the Temple, the wall hanging is a symbol 
of the Community Craft of the Folk Communities living 
in Southern Rajasthan and Northern Gujarat. The image 
depicts Lord Shreenathji in all his ceremonial glory standing 
in front of an elegantly structured background of peacocks, 
leafy vine and a border of cows.  

FASHION aficionados 
enjoyed an evening of 
style as models took 
to the runway in bridal 
and formal designs 
as part of the Unique 
Arabia show. The event, 
which was organised 
by Matty B Model 
Agency, featured 
collections from 
various local designers 
in the kingdom such 
as The House of Ivy, 
Impratoora and Vestire.



Film       Weekly
Movie-loving Subidita Bhattacharya checks out the big screen releases on show in a cinema near you
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HINDI film Chhichhore (the 
mischief-makers) is a 
coming-of-age comedy-

buddy-drama featuring seven 
friends from 1992 to present day, 
where Student of the Year meets 
3 Idiots and everything else made 
in Bollywood college campus. 

Although the film lacks the air of 
In Which Annie Gives it Those Ones 
(1989), the innocence of Jo Jeeta Wohi 
Sikandar (1992) and the emotions of Dil 
Chahta Hai (2001), its distinct charm 
grins in the frantic fun of college hostel 
life and Hakuna-Matata style problem 
free “Fiker Not” philosophy. 

Raghav (Mohammad Samad), the 
teenage son of high achieving parents 
Anirudh and Maya (Sushant Singh 
Rajput and Shraddha Kapoor), battles 
for life in a hospital bed after he failed 
to clear the All- India entrance exams. 

His divorced parents reunite with their 
old college friends in the intensive care 
unit after decades. The ragtag group 
of friends was known as “losers” at 
the National College of Technology 

Bombay. Their stories might help save 
the boy, who is afraid of being called a 
“loser”. 

Dangal (“highest grossing Indian 
film ever”) director Nitesh Tiwari, 
who is also an ex-student of the Indian 
Institute of Technology Bombay, takes 
us on a nostalgia trip recalling his good 
ole engineering college days where 
we meet the film’s funniest characters 
with their apt nicknames – “Mummy” 
(Tuhar Panday) is the typical mother’s 
boy, “Acid” (Naveen Polishetty ) is a 
foul-mouthed friend and “Sexa” (played 
by brilliant Varun Thakur) is named 
after his adult magazine obsession. The 

college stud “Derek” (Tahir Raj Bhasin) 
and “Bevda” (Saharsh Shukla) joins 
later. 

Despite the fact that their individual 
single traits brand them as one 
dimensional characters, the brilliant 
ensemble cast is the heart and soul 
of this underdog film as they convey 
sensitivity and nuances to make their 
characters believable. 

The male-camaraderie is so vibrant 
that Maya and Anirudh’s college 
romance appears dull. Certainly their 
present day separation is less heart-
breaking for us. 

The screenplay by Tiwari, Piyush 
Gupta and Nikhil Mehrotra is self-aware 
of its predictable nature and cleverly 
manages the character entries and 
flashbacks in neat transitions. 

However, the biggest jar in the smooth 
screenplay is the prosthetics and 
make-up. After 20 years all the male 
characters has become bald or weirdly 
bearded but Maya has just changed her 
attire – her style seems to have time-
travelled from one era to another. 

Sushant Singh Rajput fits in his role as 
the awkward, introvert college student 
who matures as a workaholic father to 
a nervous wreck teenage son. Shraddha 
Kapoor is a radiant observer and Prateik 
Babbar – the one and only baddy in the 
buddy story shines as “Raggie”. 

Writer-director Nitesh Tiwari’s 
ambitious venture Chhichhore 
celebrates the setbacks of a bunch of 
“losers” in an engineering college. With 
ample wit and humor; there are certain 
life lessons to be learnt too! We teach 
our youngsters to compete and celebrate 
success but almost never tell them that 
academic setbacks do not mean it is all 
over. We need to talk about failure.

STARRING: Sushant Singh Rajput, 
Shraddha Kapoor, Varun Sharma

DIRECTOR: Andy Muschietti   

GENRE: Comedy, Drama     

RATING: U/A

RUNTIME: 144 Mins

CHHICHHORE 

1 popcorn – stay home 
5 popcorns – start queuing

SUBIDITA’S VERDICT

Current 
Position Title

Weekend 
Takings

Gross  
to date

 1 IT Chapter Two $41M $154M

2 Hustlers $33M $33M 

3 Angel Has Fallen $4M $60M 

4 Good Boys $4M $73M 

5 The Lion King $4M $534M 

6 Fast & Furious Presents: 
Hobbs & Shaw $3M $168M 

7 Overcomer $2M $29M 

8 The Goldfinch $3M $3M

9 The Peanut Butter Falcon $2M $15M 

10
Dora and the Lost City of 
Gold $2M $57M

  imdb movie charts

Bite-sized trailer
The Goldfinch 

DIRECTOR: John Crowley

CAST:  Oakes Fegley, Ansel Elgort, 
Nicole Kidman 

PLOT: 13-year-old New Yorker 
Theo Decker’s life is turned upside-
down when his mother is killed in a 
terrorist attack at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. Confused in the 
rubble of the tragedy, he steals a 
priceless piece of art known as The 
Goldfinch.

SHOWING IN: City Centre, Seef II, Wadi Al Sail, Saar

Recipe for laughter
Official Secrets 

DIRECTOR: Gavin Hood

CAST:  Keira Knightley, Matt Smith, 
Matthew Goode  

PLOT: One day in 2003, in the 
lead up to the Iraq War, British 
intelligence specialist Katharine 
Gun receives a memo from the 
NSA with a shocking directive: the 
United States is enlisting Britain’s 
help in collecting compromising 
information on U.N. Security 
Council members to blackmail them into voting in favor of 
an invasion of Iraq. Unable to stand by and watch the world 
be rushed into war, Gun makes the gut-wrenching decision 
to defy her government and leak the memo to the press.

SHOWING IN: City Centre, Seef II, Wadi Al Sail, Saar
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6
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Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional decision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cost

DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt deal
MEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.

www.oilandgasnewsonline.com A component of www.tradearabia.com
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)
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Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effor t to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92

www.oilandgasnewsonline.com

The energy industry’s
trade journal for the GCC region 

Strange But True 

DIRECTOR: Rowan Athale

CAST:  Nick Robinson, Amy Ryan, 
Greg Kinnear 

PLOT: A woman who, five years 
after the tragic death of her 
boyfriend, arrives on the doorstep 
of his family to tell them she is 
pregnant with his child. However, 
they discover that the truth is much 
more terrifying than they could 
have imagined. 

SHOWING IN: Seef II



FOR more than 15 years, 
RIA Institute in Adliya has 
celebrated the United 
Nation’s International Day of 
Peace. 

We were the first non-
profit organisation in 
Bahrain to stage an event 
to recognise this day. In 
our 20th year as one of 
Bahrain’s foremost inclusive 
education champions, we 
are delighted to be marking 
the occasion once again.  

We would like to invite our 
supporters to come and join 
in our celebration. Or why 
not hold your own event?    

This year’s theme is 
Climate Action for Peace 
and our students will be 
making a large collage 

in which “Arty 
celebrates 
International 
Day of Peace”.  
The collage 
was designed 
by volunteer 
Sarah 
Clarke and 
completed 
by one 
of our 
founding 
student’s 
Othmann El Attar, pictured 
above. In keeping with this 
year’s theme, RIA students 
will decorate the image 
with some of the unwanted 
t-shirts that Baloo’s Buddies 
followers have donated. 

The children will learn 

about 
upcycling 
and 
recycling.  
Please 

come 
along and 
say hello 
between 
9am and 
11am at Villa 
2749, Road 
2771, Block 
327, in Adliya. 
For details, 

contact 17716871. For 
more information about 
the UN International Day 
of Peace, check out www.
internationaldayofpeace.org

Best regards
Christine Gordon MBE

PEOPLE are cordially 
invited to attend the 
American Women’s 
Association’s (AWA) 
upcoming VISIONS 2019 
Art Exhibition located on 
the second floor of Harbour 
Gate, Bahrain Financial 
Harbour on October 27 to 
31. 

With all participants living 
in Bahrain, their widely 
differing backgrounds mean 
that each piece of art is the 
reflection of their personal 
soul and experience. A wide 
variety of styles, subjects 
and approaches, from 
realism to pure abstraction, 
will be presented. All pieces 
on exhibition will be on sale. 

We hold this event for 

two reasons – to showcase 
AWA’s diverse artistic 
talents  as well as raise 
money for our community 
service fund.

Annually, AWA donates to 
30 charities in the kingdom. 

AWA is an active and 
diverse association that 

brings together women 
from around the globe, to 
promote charity, friendship, 
and cultural understanding. 

The exhibition will be open 
from 10am to 7pm and 
entrance is free.

Regards
Artist Irina Averinos
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BY the time this column is out 
I will have started university 
again; three years in and I still 
am not quite sure what career 
I would like to have after I 
graduate.  Could a gap year 
have provided some clarity in 
this regard? 

Contrary to what I had 
previously thought, a 
gap year is essentially a 
year’s long break that can 
be taken at any time in 
one’s life, not necessarily 
straight out of school. While 
it usually follows one’s 
schooling or university and 
entails travelling before 
the commitments of work 
or further study intervene, 
what a gap year aims to 
do is act as a breather and 
help one figure out what 

one’s calling really is. 
Indisputably, there are 

several benefits to taking a 
gap year, especially if spent 
fruitfully. First off, there’s the 
obvious advantage of rest 
post any kind of study or 
work. Accounts reveal that 
this greatly reduces burn 
out further down the line. 
Travelling during your gap 
year, either just because or 
to work or volunteer abroad, 
is sure to equip one with 
an indispensable set of 
skills that I for one believe a 
traditional education can try 

but  fail to provide. 
You might meet some 

new friends, learn a foreign 
language and pick up 
priceless time management 
and organisational skills 
that will prove quite helpful 
once you get back to the 
classroom or office.  But for 
me, the most compelling 
reason one has to take 
a gap year is to figure 
out what one wishes to 
pursue academically and/
or professionally.  A lot of 
students end up changing 
their study path either 
because they’d rather 
pursue something else or 
find that they aren’t quite 
cut for their field of study. I 
for one would’ve probably 
chosen differently had I 

looked into which universities 
I could study at while still at 
school, which I didn’t partly 
because of negligence but 
also because, well, I was too 
swamped with schoolwork! 
Had I taken a gap year, 
perhaps I would’ve gotten the 
time needed to sort things 
out. 

So then, why didn’t I? Well 
firstly, the idea even today 

seems out of the question. 
The concept isn’t norm here 
as in some other countries. It 
isn’t encouraged and popular 
opinion is that students out 
of high school are too young 
to take on the big, bad world 
or that it’s not worth delaying 
your university graduation. 

What’s more, a gap year 
following high school is falling 
out of fashion in its own home 

country in the UK, in favour 
of a gap year after university, 
which is growing in popularity 
according to a survey carried 
out by YouGov and London 
Stansted airport. 

It seems that nowadays, 
deferring your university 
entrance by a year indeed 
comes as a disadvantage, 
with admissions teams 
preferring students who opt 
to start studying right away, 
therefore resulting in such 
a trend.  Experts advise on 
how interning or engaging in 
part time work in your home 
country would fare better. 
And post college gap years 
stints are reported as better 
anyways by students who 
have taken them; perhaps 
then it isn’t too late for me.  

Youth 
Talk 
By 
Sarah Belal

You don’t know me; I know you, I know  
what’s being said about you. I’m the  
‘whisperer’. I am socially mobile: Arab, Brit,  
Indian, Pakistani, American and the rest, they all  
invite me and share their world with me. Not  
much gets past me but if you think it may have  
done, email Mai at GulfWeekly.

BRAVE Combat Federation 
celebrated its first 
anniversary on occasion of 
the birthday of the founder 
of the organisation, His 
Highness Sheikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, above. 

Brave has brought 
overwhelming exposure 
to the kingdom as the top 
combat sports destination in 
the region. 

Within a year of 
establishment it hosted 
events across six nations 
around the world. Brave 
has also opened business 
in content creation, TV 
distribution and licensing. 

Brave Combat Federation 

has attracted partners 
across the world, including 
El Rey Network in US, 
Combate in Brazil, Venum 
in Brazil to name a few. 

Bahrain also produced the 
first film which was televised 
around the world SMILE, as 
an initiative of Brave Films, 
the subsidiary of Brave 
Combat Federation. 

Within a year of operations 
it has created a global 
impact reaching out to 135 
athletes from 32 different 
nations located across five 
continents. 

Athletes around the 
world are pouring in with 
anniversary wishes and 
birthday wishes for Sheikh 
Khalid and Bahrain will 
soon host the largest Mixed 
Martial Arts event in Asia on 
November 17 titled Brave 9: 
Kingdom of Champions. 

Hari Bhagirath, Chief 
Creative Officer.

 
TO GIVE back or to make 
a simple kind gesture has 
become so much easier and 
fun with Thirst Quenchers. 
The Coca-Cola Bottling 

Company of Bahrain will 
begin its yearly distribution 
of Arwa water and Fanta 
Citrus to the labourers 
working during this 
unforgiving heat. 

The Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company’s Thirst 
Quenchers’ annual summer 
distribution has been going 
strong for the past eight 
years. 

What started as a small 
act of kindness has now 
turned into a moment of 
celebrating the people 
that truly help build 
our communities. Our 

volunteers from different 
backgrounds and ages, 
come together, meeting at 
the Coca-Cola plant to load 
up ice-boxes and their cars 
with drinks to distribute at 
sites.

Today the Thirst Quencher 
refreshed more than 
720 workers and will be 
continuing for the next three 
weeks. 

For those who are 
interested, you can send 
an email to duduziled@
coca-cola.com.bh for more 
details. 

Dee, by email. 
WITH reference to Kristian 
Harrison’s recent glowing 
film review of Dunkirk 
and his five popcorn ‘start 
queuing’ verdict.

After all the hype of the 
film I watched it tonight and 
the script was that thin it 
could have been drafted 
on the back of a fag packet 
... or tracing paper, and it 
could have been filmed on 
Blackpool seafront.

Please, people, don’t 

waste your money going to 
the flicks to see this utter 
rubbish.

Jamie, by email.

l Editor’s note: And 
he loved Kingsman: The 
Golden Circle too. See 
Page 16 
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Call us!
3844 7588 Helpline

Visit us!
American Mission 

Hospital

Ladies, are being hurt? Or abused?

Help is available.
(domestic violence 
or sexual violence)

Open 24 hours. Free and confidential. All women welcome.
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Follow Stan on Twitter @stanszecowka

IN THIS quote, I believe, 
is embedded the deepest 
essence of the work of 
the United Nations: ‘I 
disapprove of what you 
say, but I will defend to the 
death your right to say it’.

So, let’s take the 
word ‘disapprove’. 
Disapproval behaves as 
the greatest opposition 
to open discussion. And, 
essentially, this is the 
opposite of what MUNs 
should represent. 

What I propose is that 
every school Model United 
Nations, (MUN), the 
activity in which students 
learn about diplomacy, 
international relations 
and the United Nations, 
including the one that 
we shall hold over the 
next two days, should 
promote the approval of all 
opinions.

The reason is clear, 
in order that we can 

contribute and comment 
upon leading issues that 
currently shape the society 
in which our generation 
exists and must thrive.

The idea of changing the 
world by speaking is what 
keeps me going. I feel 
that these days, people, 
probably including myself, 
are very bound to their 
beliefs. 

What results is that in 
order to defend that point 
of view, they forget what 
their opinion stood for in 
the first place. 

An MUN ends up being 
an event that provides a 
platform where discussions 
happen that widen up 
views and perspectives, 
where you get a chance 

to explore domains to 
mould decisions. It helps 
you evolve into a person 
who stands for his views 
but gives the other person 
an opportunity to express 
them. The best part about 
an MUN is that it allows 
the young to develop and 
progress in their own way.

At the St Christopher’s 
Model United Nations 
Conference this year, 
I found myself in the 
honourable position of 
director of this prestigious 
gathering. It was exciting 
to gauge how our efforts 
could translate into 
something new and fun 
for the delegates as they 
acknowledged the benefits 
beyond winning and tried 
to truly embrace all that 
ChrisMUN did offer.

It is these proud 
memories I shall pack in 
my luggage when I do 
take off to university. The 

Youth 
Talk 
By 
Saamia Zia

THINKING about running 
outside in Bahrain in 
September and I start 
to pine for my English 
summer coastal and 
countryside runs, with 
scenic panoramic views 
and just a few cows, 
tractors or soothing 
Atlantic waves to keep me 
company.

Now faced with the 
tedious treadmill I am 
starting to wane from my 
running plan and feeling 
less and less motivated.  

Then a great nudge from 
a good friend to rejoin 
where it all started, with 
the lovely Ber Carton aka 
The Bare Athlete and 
my original 0-5K running 
group. It was Ber and the 
group that first got me 
pounding the pavement 
back in January and I 
could do with some new 
motivation, so despite 
the 38C and stupidly high 
humidity even at 6pm, 
off we went lapping the 
compound. 

It was hot, sweaty, 
brutal running but with the 
company of Ber and the 
other ladies the kilometres 
clocked surprisingly 
quickly. 

It was just the tonic 
needed for my running 
and although I won’t 
be participating in the 
forthcoming Ironman 

70.3 (the run is a mere 
awe-inspiring 21km) I do 
feel I’m ready to go faster 
and for longer. Also, the 
poodle and I are hoping 
the weather will cool down 
in the next few weeks so 
we can enjoy our beautiful 
scenic beach runs on the 
Nurana Island beach. 

Giggles, our family 
poodle, has been pining 
too, shaking her head 

in disbelief every time 
I reach for trainers but 
without grasping for the 
dog lead. Optimistically, 
I’m hoping the weather is 
on the turn and we both 
can bolt outside inhaling 
the salty sea air whilst 
passing fellow runners, 
dog walkers, friendly 
fisherman, wading birds 
and, hopefully, even a few 
flamingos. 

Ellissa’s 
island life
An expat wife, 
mother, artist 
and runner

September 27 - October 3, 2017

A FRIEND of the 
Whisperer recently 
found this dead turtle 
on a Bahrain beach 
amongst a load of 
plastic. Perhaps 
it’s time we joined 
the growing global 
campaign to ban plastic 
bags for a start?

You don’t know me; I know you, I know  
what’s being said about you. I’m the  
‘whisperer’. I am socially mobile: Arab, Brit,  
Indian, Pakistani, American and the rest, they all  
invite me and share their world with me. Not  
much gets past me but if you think it may have  
done, email me on . . .

...editor@gulfweekly.com
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NOW this is a Baywatch I can get behind! Hundreds 
of canines are being spotted on the beaches of Italy 
and Croatia sporting life vests and saving people from 
drowning.

There are 300 
Life Dogs working 
the Italian shores. 
Robert Gasparri, 
coordinator of the 
Italian School of 
Water Rescue Dogs 
explained that part of 
their training involves 
following a specially 
selected buoy. He 
told the One Green 
Planet platform that 
the buoy goes to 
a person in need 
of help, and (also) 
comes back to the 
shore by itself, 
choosing the best landing point and swimming through 
the safest currents.

The Newfoundland breeds that have been working with 
the Italian Coast Guard are believed to save about 3,000 
people every year. What makes this breed ideal for this 
is their calm and loving temperament. They also love the 
water and are said to regard their work as a game.

With the kingdom having a huge stray situation, 
perhaps people would consider adding Bahrain’s dogs to 
the life guard scene. Not only could they save lives, but 
perhaps also change the minds of those who fear them. 



19www.gulfweekly.comSeptember 18 - 24, 2019

Shilpa.indd   1 02/11/2009   15:08

crust & crema
cerebrally

DOWN

1. Wire (5)
2. Keep waiting (6)
3. Slash (3)
4. Bend (6)
5. Thwart (7)
8. Limit (7)
11. Sack (7)
13. Instructor (7)
15. Giggle (6)
16. Deed (6)
17. Caper (5)
20. Tank (3)

crossword break

who, what,  
where, when

     Solutions in next week’s issue.

WHO...wrote the novels The First Horseman and Trance 
State?

WHAT...is the capital of Jamaica?

WHERE...is the Bloc Québécois a federal political party?

WHEN...was the dictator Benito Mussolini shot and killed?

WHO...was runner-up in The Rileys Club Masters snooker 
tournament in February 2005?

WHAT...is the approximate population of New Zealand - 4 
million, 8 million or 12 million?

WHERE...are the towns of Great Yarmouth and Caister-on-
Sea?

WHEN...did Don McLean have a UK No. 1  
single with the song Vincent?

just so
ACROSS

6. Spear (7)

7. Plank (5)

9. Mantle (5)

10. Aid and abet (7)

12. Unconcerned (11)

14. Mawkish (11)

18. Rapture (7)

19. Endure (5)

21. Cut (5)

22. Terse (7)

darn tough sudoku So you think you’re good enough at Sudoku to crack this baby?  Remember, we were the first in 
the Gulf to bring you this bit of Japanese mayhem...so we don’t kid around

Darn Tough SudokuLast week’s sudoku

darn tough sudoku

Su
do

ku
Su

do
ku

CROSSWORD BREAK:

Across: 1 Reorganise;  
7 Uncle; 8 Fervent;  
10 Lopsided; 11 Sham;  
13 Botany; 15 Bonnet;  
17 Lard; 18 Disquiet;  
21 Origami; 22 Igloo;  
23 Gratuitous.

Down: 1 Recap; 
2 Obedient; 3 Gifted; 
4 Norm; 5 Stephen;  
6 Hullabaloo; 9 Temptation; 
12 Mosquito; 14 Terrier;  
16 Bikini; 19 Idles;  
20 Cant.

JUST SO: A month of 
Sundays, A square deal, A 
vicious circle, Blind with 
science.

WHO, WHAT, WHERE, 
WHEN: Red; Sweden; 
July 15; Stanley Kubrick; 
French; Devon; 1973.

Last Week’s 
Leisure Solutions

Your 
work  
pad 
space 
...



DODGE’S latest 
take on its iconic 
Challenger has 

roared into the Middle 
East market with a 
supercharged HEMI 
Demon V8 engine and a 
797-hp engine. 

The Challenger SRT 
Hellcat Redeye is equal parts 
futuristic and traditional, 
paying homage to its muscle 
car roots with the biggest, 
baddest and most powerful 
engine; blitzing into the future 
with the TorqueFlite 8HP90 
eight-speed automatic 
transmission. 

Like its Demon brethren, 
it has 25 major component 
upgrades, including largest 
factory supercharger of any 
production car at 2.7 litres, 
strengthened connecting 
rods and pistons, high-speed 
valve train, two dual-stage 
fuel pumps and improved 
lubrication system.

It is the only factory 
production car with an 
SRT Power Chiller, the 
After-Run Chiller, a new dual-
snorkel hood and a torque 

reserve which delivers up to 
3.9 psi of boost at launch and 
up to 55 percent more engine 

torque to deliver a total 
torque of 958 Nm. 

The beast, which goes from 
0-100km/hr in 3.4 seconds 

and reaches a top 
speed of 327km/h, 
is so powerful 
that it only comes 
in automatic 
transmission, 
which is necessary 
considering the 
horsepower and 
torque output.

In terms of scheme, 
the newly designed fully 
functional dual-snorkel hood 
provides maximum air intake 

to the supercharged power 
plant and pays homage to 
the distinctive design themes 
from some of the most famous 
mid-1960s and early-1970s 
Dodge muscle cars, like the 
1970 Dart Swinger and 1971 
Demon.

In addition to the new dual-
snorkel hood, the exterior 
of Challenger SRT Hellcat 
Redeye receives enhanced 
badging showing a sinister 
red jewel-like eye design on 

the Hellcat that jumps off the 
Midnight Grey Metallic finish 
fender badge. 

The Challenger SRT Hellcat 
Redeye has several unique 
interior features, including a 
340-km/h red speedometer 
and a light Black Chrome 
instrument panel badge with 
the SRT Hellcat Redeye logo. 

The Challenger SRT Hellcat 
Redeye is now available in 
Bahrain at the Behbehani 
showroom in Sitra. 
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Watch out for the Hellcat
By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

MOTORING

ELECTRIC drive systems 
and fully-automated driving 
are key technologies for the 
mobility of the future and 
Mercedes-Benz seems to be 
on that fast track to success.

With the new Experimental 
Safety Vehicle ESF 2019, the 
German automaker is giving 
an insight into the ideas that 
the company’s safety experts 
are researching and working 
on. 

The ESF 2019 is based on 
the new Mercedes-Benz GLE. 
It is capable of fully-automated 
driving in many situations 
and has a plug-in hybrid 
drive system. In May 2019, 
the vehicle was presented to 
the national and international 
press in Sindelfingen. In 
June 2019, the ESF 2019 
made its grand appearance 
before specialists at the ESV 
Conference in Eindhoven 
(Netherlands). It is now on 
display to the general public at 
the International Motor Show 
(IAA) in Frankfurt. In some 

respects, the ESF 2019 is a 
preview of what is to come, 
in others a vision and in yet 
others a contribution to the 
general discussion, but it is 
also a tool for improved traffic 
safety in the great tradition of 
Mercedes-Benz.

Ola Källenius, chairman of 
the Board of Management 
of Daimler AG & Head of 
Mercedes-Benz Cars, said: 
“The new ESF 2019 reflects 
the mobility of the future, 
and presents a wide variety 

of innovations which we are 
currently researching and 
developing. And I can already 
say this much: some of the 
functions are very close to 
series production.”

Professor Dr Ing. Rodolfo 
Schöneburg, head of the 
Vehicle Safety, Durability 
and Corrosion Protection 
Centre at Mercedes-Benz 
Cars, added that safety is 
the brand’s core value. He 
said: “The great advantage of 
automating driving functions 

is that in the future, fewer 
accidents will be caused by 
driver error. However, fully-
automated and driverless 
vehicles also come up against 
physical limits, and there will 
undoubtedly be mixed traffic 
consisting of automated and 
non-automated vehicles for 
many years.”

Some of the elements 
included in the ESF 2019 are:
• All-round driver safety: 
When the ESF 2019 is driving 
in fully-automated mode, 

the steering wheel and pedal 
cluster are retracted to reduce 
the risk of injury during a 
crash.
• Cooperative 
communication with the 
surroundings: Its sensors 
not only keep an eye on the 
traffic, it communicates in 
all directions and can also 
warn other road users. 
• Child safety: With the 
child seat concept PRE-
SAFE Child, the seat belt 
is preventively tensioned 

and side-mounted impact 
protection elements are 
extended before a crash. 
• Securing traffic hazards: 
The ESF 2019 shows how 
the scenes of accidents 
or breakdowns could be 
secured more safely with 
innovations such as a small 
robot that automatically 
emerges from the vehicle’s 
rear following an incident, 
and positions itself at the 
roadside as a warning 
triangle. 

Keeping motorists safe

MEAN MACHINE: The 
new supercharged 

demon on track

TEST DRIVE: Putting the 
car through its paces

MotoringWeekly
Steering you to the best deals on wheels



THE TAG Heuer 
Porsche Formula 
E team unveiled its 

99X Electric car in gaming 
fashion in the lead up to 
the 2019/2020 season of 
the ABB FIA Formula E 
Championship. 

The digital community was 
actively involved in the launch as 
part of a live video game Formula 
E Unlocked on twitch.tv/Porsche. 

Gamers Neel Jani and André 
Lotterer, also regular Porsche 
drivers, participated in the car 
presentation alongside other 
players from around the world. 
They were guided through the 
Porsche Digital GmbH premises 
in Ludwigsburg by specific 
instructions from the gaming 
community, in which their first 
task was to find the car and then 
to reveal it.

Jani said: “It was a unique car 
presentation unlike anything 
the motorsport world has ever 
experienced before. It was great 
fun joining the gamers’ search 
for the Porsche 99X Electric both 
virtually and in real life at the 
same time.”

Fritz Enzinger, vice president 

of Porsche Motorsport and 
Group Motorsport Volkswagen 
AG, is proud of the team and its 
accomplishments. He believes 
this is a giant leap for the 
company in terms of working on 
entering Formula E.

He said: “I am really proud 
of our team which has shown 
a high level of commitment to 
the Formula E project. Now I 
am looking forward to seeing 
the Porsche 99X Electric on the 
racetrack.”

In terms of design, the 
traditional Porsche motorsport 
colours were chosen for the 
Formula E racing car. This car 
also serves as a development 
platform for future fully electric 
production models.

The Swiss luxury watch 
manufacturer is the Title and 
Timing Partner of the Porsche 
Formula E Team, which will 
contest Season 6 of the ABB FIA 
Formula E Championship under 
the name ‘TAG Heuer Porsche 
Formula E Team’.

Highlights of the Formula E 
Unlocked video game will be 
available at newstv.porsche.com 
as of 29th August.
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AMFA TOWER 3 - SEEF:
Fully furnished 1 bedroom apartment

1 bathroom 
Price BD 500/- (Inclusive)

Ref. AP924

MAHOOZ:
Fully furnished 1 bedroom apartment

1 bathroom 
Price BD 290/- (Inclusive)

 Ref. AP886

ABRAJ AL LULU:
4 bedroom apartment, 3 bathrooms

Price BD 850/- (Exclusive)
Ref. AP746

ORCHID PLAZA:
Fully-furnished 1 bedroom 

apartment 1 bathroom
Price BD 375/- (Inclusive) 

Ref. AP861

For more information contact: T: +973 1729 8210  
E: admin@starrealestate.bh

LABOUR/ STAFF 
accommodation for rent 
in Sitra, Alba, Salmaniya 

and Manama.  
Tel: 34188004 

PROPERTY 
FOR RENT

PROPERTY 
FOR SALE

ABRAJ AL 
LULU

3 bedroom apartment
3 bathrooms

Built-up area 165 sq.m
Price BD 99,000/-

Ref. AP254, Tel: 17298210

HALA TOWER 
2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT

2 BATHROOMS
BUILT-UP AREA 115 

SQ.M
PRICE BD 65,000/-  

Tel.: 17298210

ALHOORA
2 bedroom apartment

2 bathrooms
Price BD 69,000/-
Tel.: 17298210

ORCHID PLAZA
Fully-furnished

1 bedroom apartment
1 bathroom

Price BD 375/- 
(Inclusive)

Tel.: 17298210

For further details on these vacancies or for more information on our services 
please contact us on +973 17565363 or email a Word format CV to

one of our experienced consultants at  jobs@gulfconnexions.com 
For more jobs kindly refer to our website:  www.gulfconnexions.com  

Applications will only be considered if you have the relevant experience and 
your skill set match those required and stipulated within the advert text

Gulf Connexions is currently looking for a dynamic and career orientated 
individual to join a well-known and respected business within the 
information and technology industry. This individual will be responsible for 
managing and developing a portfolio of key corporate clients through 
strategic alliances and constant relationship management.

Responsibilities:
• Establishing and maintaining a strategic relationship with key 

stakeholders in the business.
• Developing a strong sales pipeline for accounts and acquiring new 

clients to enhance sales revenue.
• Developing new business with existing clients through effective account 

management up-selling and cross-selling other products and identifying 
areas of improvement to exceed sales quotas.

• Operating as the lead point of contact for any and all matters specific to 
your customers and devising new methods to improve customer 
satisfaction.

Requirements:
• Degree in Business Administration or Marketing.
• 3 -7+ years of experience in a sales/ account management role with a 

focus on large corporate clients in Bahrain.
• Experience in the ICT or Telecom industry in Bahrain is preferred.
• A good technical understanding or exposure to enterprise products 

including Cloud, Infrastructure, etc.
• A track record of managing and growing a portfolio of corporate clients 

and meeting set targets.

Send your application to applications@gulfconnexions.com with the 
subject "Corporate Sales Account Manager - Bahrain".

CORPORATE SALES ACCOUNT MANAGER - BAHRAIN

TUBLI: Semi-furnished 3 
bedroom apartment 2.5 
bathrooms, Price BD 425/- 
(Exclusive), Tel.: 17298210
JUFFAIR HEIGHTS: 
Fully furnished 2 bedroom 
apartment 2 bathrooms 
Price BD 700/- (Inclusive) 
Tel.: 17298210

AMFA TOWER 
3 - SEEF: 
Fully furnished

Studio apartment
1 bathroom

Price BD 400/- 
(Inclusive)

Tel.: 17298210

SITUATIONS VACANT

Getting ready for Formula E



GERMAN 
automaker 
Mercedes-

Benz is set to make 
history in the opening 
round of the 2019/20 
ABB FIA Formula E 
Championship in Saudi 
Arabia in late November 
with two electric cars.

After 125 years of 
motorsport history, the 
Mercedes-Benz EQ Formula 
E Team Silver Arrow 01 
cockpits will be occupied 
by former-Formula 1 driver 
Stoffel Vandoorne and 
current FIA Formula 2 
championship leader Nyck 
de Vries.

Ian James, team principal, 
said: “In Stoffel and Nyck, 
we have recruited two 
formidable and adaptable 
drivers who can continue to 
learn and grow with us in our 
debut season in Formula E.

“We know that Formula 
E is very different from any 
other series we have ever 
competed in. We are doing 
everything we can to achieve 
success, but we know that we 
have a steep learning curve 
ahead of us.”

In its debut season, the 
team will draw on the 
knowledge and combined 
motorsport expertise of 
the Mercedes family. The 
electric powertrain has been 
designed and developed 
at Mercedes-AMG High 

Performance Powertrains 
(HPP) in Brixworth, UK 
which is the Daimler Group’s 
global centre of excellence 
for high-performance hybrid 
technology. Brixworth also 
continue to develop the 
hybrid power units with 
which the German automaker 
has achieved the Formula 1 
championship double in each 
of the past five years.

HWA AG, the 
Affalterbach-based 

motorsport specialists who 
gained experience from last 
seasons with its own team 
HWA RACELAB, will be 
responsible for managing 
the vehicles during race 
weekend. The Mercedes-
Benz EQ Formula E Team 
also receives support from 
the reigning Formula 1 
constructor’s champions, 
Mercedes-AMG Petronas 
Motorsport, at Brackley.

James added: “The 
collaboration between 
Affalterbach, Brackley, 
Brixworth and Stuttgart 

is going to be hugely 
important. Fortunately 
for us, the experts who 
develop our Formula E 
powertrain have already 
accumulated a great deal of 
experience with Formula 
1 hybrid power units. This 
knowledge transfer is helping 
us immensely, but Formula 
E is a completely different 
challenge, and we shouldn’t 
underestimate that fact.”

Vandoorne is delighted 
to be joining Mercedes 
especially after his rookie 
year with HWA RACELAB.

“I’ve already gained 
experience of the series 
racing for HWA last year,” 
said Vandoorne. “I am very 
pleased to have now become 
an official member of the 
Mercedes family. The arrival 
of Mercedes on the scene is 
a great opportunity for all of 
us. The car looks fantastic. I 
am looking forward to seeing 
what we can achieve as a 
team. The potential is huge, 
and I simply can’t wait to get 
started.”

De Vries is about to 
commence his debut season 

in Formula E. With four 
races still remaining in 
the 2019 FIA Formula 2 
Championship, he currently 
leads the drivers’ standings. 
The final round is scheduled 
to take place as part of the 
support programme to the 
Formula 1 season finale in 
Abu Dhabi one week after 
his Formula E debut.

“Formula E is a great 
platform that has already 
established itself as one 
of the biggest and most 
professional racing series 
outside Formula 1,” said 
de Vries. “Essentially, 
Mercedes are aiming to be 
contenders for race wins 
and championship trophies. 
Hopefully, this will happen 
sooner rather than later. But 
until then, the team and I 
expect a steep learning curve 
before we can become truly 
competitive.”

While all teams use a 
standard-issue chassis, the 
Gen2 racing car deployed in 
Formula E has a design that 
is unique in motorsport. The 
first all-electric Mercedes 
racing car saw the light 
of day at the International 
Motor Show in Geneva in 
early March of this year. 
Later that month, the car 
went for its first track outing 
at Varano in Italy. Further 
test drives took place over 
the next few months in Italy 
and Mallorca.
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Getting on the race roster

By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

MOTORSPORT

PROUD SQUAD: Mercedes-
Benz EQ Formula E Team 
Silver Arrow



THERE’S no ‘I’ in 
team! I remember 
a whole wall 

completely dedicated 
to that phrase in 
the primary school I 
attended. I’m not sure it 
had the exact intended 
effect. It was supposed 
to go alongside the 
house point system; a 
weekly, monthly and 
yearly competition 
between everyone in the 
school and the number 
of points were calculated 
by a captain and vice-
captain of each team. 

I was the red team captain 
in my final year and every 
week I would go in to each 
classroom, work out which 
team had the most points and 
simply award my team five 
points more than that.I took 
no credit. There was never 
an ‘I’ in team but there was 
an ‘M’ and an ‘E’, I thought, 
and that was important. 

The 10-year-old me had 
channeled 1986 Diego 
Maradona and given my team 
a helping hand on the way 
to victory. My father has a 
picture of me beaming whilst 
holding the coveted house 
point trophy. The cheating 
clearly didn’t phase me and 
whilst I would never want 
to celebrate winning in that 
manner now, it is true to say 
that I was quite important to 
the team that year. 

It is difficult to really 
accurately work out the 
actual dependence a team 
has on any one player. It 
wouldn’t take many more 
than two or three players 
for amateurs to beat a solo 
Tom Brady in an American 

Football game, LeBron 
James would struggle 
outnumbered and there is a 
strong body of opinion who 
believes Lionel Messi has 
only reached the heights he 
has due to the team he has 
around him. 

In any case, you can’t 
simply remove players’ 
contributions and look at 
it like that. Barcelona, in 
a universe without Messi, 
wouldn’t have started each 
game with 10 men. In literal 
terms, there’s no such thing 
as a one man team, so what is 
really meant by the term?

At Carrow Road last 
Saturday, Norwich City 
pulled off one of the biggest 
shocks in Premier League 
history as they turned over 
the current champions, 
Manchester City, 3-2. Their 
performance was brilliant 
and it was energetic. They 
worked for each other in 
what many described as a 
complete team performance 
and all despite the fact they 
had eight first team players 
out injured. 

Manchester City’s failings, 
on the other hand, were 
almost completely put down 
to their one notable absentee, 

Aymeric Laporte. Manchester 
City’s squad is the first in 
history to have cost more 
than $1bn yet the consensus 
of opinion is that they could 
not cope without one player. 
Is Laporte a one man team? 
Are the other $900m worth of 
talent incapable of winning 
a game against opposition 
who last year were in the 
division below? It seems like 
an awfully fragile position for 
a team who, in the last two 
seasons, have been arguably 
the best English football has 
ever seen.   

There’s the flip side to 
that game too. Every single 
Norwich player deserved the 
plaudits that they received 
following their incredible 
victory but without the 
exploits of their talisman 
Teemu Pukki, would the 
result have been the same? I 
don’t know if Norwich has 
another player capable of 
playing in the way he did, 
let alone the form he is in. 

It’s not strictly football 
either. The Ashes has 
now come to an end with 
Australia retaining the urn. 
For those who watched, 
it would be easy to draw 
the conclusion that Steve 
Smith had single handedly 
batted Australia to such a 
success, he was immense 

throughout the series and 
upon reflection, Jofra Archer 
giving Smith concussion 
was about as close as 
England ever got to having 
a chance to overturn the 
Aussies. Nathan Lyon didn’t 
stop being a world class 
spin bowler without Smith, 
Australia didn’t stop being 
a top international side 
or stop being capable of 
beating England but there 
was definitely something 
missing. 

Perhaps the best example 
I could find of a potential 
one man team was LeBron 
James. The Cleveland 
Cavaliers had James in the 
2009/10 season but not in 
the 2010/11 season, here are 
their statistics for that period:

• 2009-10 Cleveland 
Cavaliers: 61-21
• 2010-11 Cleveland 
Cavaliers: 19-63

That is quite an astonishing 
turn around for just a year. 
Aymeric Laporte is not 
LeBron James though, he’s 
not really Steve Smith either. 
Most Manchester City fans 
might not even rank him in 
the top five players at the 
club currently. So why last 
Saturday was he the one 
man that would’ve made the 
difference? 

In my opinion, the concept 
of the one man team is more 
to do with psychology of the 
team rather than the ability 
of one player. If you line up 
alongside Cristiano Ronaldo, 
you simply believe you are 
going to win that much more. 
If you are at the crease with 
Steve Smith you believe that 
you can form a partnership. 
Laporte doesn’t need to be 
the best player at City if the 
effect he has is there is more 
belief they will win with him 
in the team and that can be 
different on any given match 
day. This week it is Laporte, 
next week it may be the 
goalkeeper, Ederson, who 
turns out to be the difference 
maker and maybe therefore 
the strength of any squad 
is the number of “one man 
teams” they possess. Maybe 
we need multiple ‘I’s’ in a 
team.
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Is it a one-man show?
ALL SMILES: Norwich City stun 

Manchester City in the EPL 
and, below, injured Laporte



THE boys from the 
Bahrain Rugby 
Football Club 1st 

XV Squad have been 
gearing up for their 
season’s first official 
game next month. 

They are being aided by 
increased support from 
platinum sponsor Altrad, 
founded by Mohed Altrad, 
the Syrian-born French 
billionaire businessman 
and rugby fanatic who is 
chairman of Montpellier 
Hérault Rugby. The team 
hopes to live up to and 
beyond the high standards 
set by Louie Tonkin with the 
women driving the team and 
taking more centre stage in 
the athletes’ training. 

As the GulfWeekly has 
reported previously, Coach 
Tonkin departed this summer 
after leading the boys to two 
consecutive West Asia Cup 
championships and former 
team captains Adam Wallace 
and Lindsey Gibson took on 
the hefty coaching mantle.

In a deviation from the 
traditional all-in-one coach 
concept, the squad, with 
sponsorship from DHL, 
BMMI and In Touch, 
has also brought on a 
conditioning coach, Alana 
McConalogue who has been 
working with the team’s 
head of medical Dr Amy 
Bowzaylo to tailor each 
player’s training regimen 
to their unique physical 
condition. 

Bowzaylo, a competitive 
gymnast growing up, was 
inspired by a chiropractor 
who was the only one able 
to relieve her pain after a 
particularly nasty injury to 
her neck. After getting her 
Doctorate of Chiropractic, 
she has worked with athletes 
like Barry Bonds in Major 
League Baseball (MLB) and 
National Hockey League 
(NHL) before relocating to 
the Middle East. 

She has been working with 
rugby athletes for the last 23 
years. She said: “Each pack 
within the team has its own 
fitness regime. The front 
pack, the first eight guys that 
you see come together in a 

scrum are the bigger guys 
who train their slow twitch 
fibres for more strength, 
and usually typically less 
cardio fitness. And then the 
middle pack are the ones who 
train their fast twitch fibres 
for sprinting and running 
with more cardio while still 
focusing on strength. And 
then the back row they train 
primarily for agility and 
speed.”

Aiding in this training 
during practice is 
McConalogue, who works 
with the team as a whole 
on some warm-ups and 
individually with injured 
players to ensure they stay fit 
without stressing the affected 
areas. She adds: “Amy and 

her team will update us on 
each player’s status before 
practice. For example, one 
player was injured towards 
the end of last season and is 
still unable to run without 
considerable pain. So 
we’ve been working on his 
conditioning. But we bring 
out the rowing and cycling 
machine to the side-lines so 
he has a low-impact way of 
warming up and is still part 
of the practice and strategy.”

More than the injuries, the 
ladies also have to adjust to 
each player’s day job. Coach 
Wallace, for example, has 
a fairly sedentary desk job. 
Bowzaylo said: “Adam has 
a challenging role, because 
he sits during his day job 
and then he flies around a 
lot. And flying dehydrates 
you. It’s stressful because 

your immune system gets 
bombarded each time you get 
in a plane and you get germs 

from all over the place. And 
travelling across time zones 
has a tendency to stress out 

your systems. So, we need 
to monitor these little things 
to help athletes stay at peak 
performance for the season.”

With all these little 
details now focal points, 
the boys are noticing the 
professionalism and extra 
attention paid to each part of 
their regime. They dominated 
the Abu Dhabi Harlequins 
40-12 last weekend in a pre-
season friendly and will fly 
off for a pre-season fixture 
against the Cyprus ‘A’ XV 
on September 27.

The official season starts 
on October 4 and their first 
home game is on October 
11, where the team hopes 
to see a reappearance of the 
“Red Wall,” of fans, who 
supported them on their last 
two bids for the West Asia 
Championship. 
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FEMALE DRIVING FORCE

TOP TEAM: Dr. Amy, 
Kiran and Alana, 

and, below, the boys 
in action during a 

training session


