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FILM WEEKLY
Johnny returns:

SEE PAGE 19

BAHRAINI 
songstress Banah 
Anabtawi has 

become the breakout 
star of the region after 
her first music video 
became an instant 
sensation, racking up 
almost a million views 
upon release.

Best known by her first and 
stage name Banah, the jazz-
fusion soulful singer, who 
has performed numerous gigs 
around Bahrain, partnered 
with Tunes Arabia and her 
single Shou Helou Nihna was 
uploaded to the video-sharing 
platform on August 8.

It proved an instant hit with 
listeners both in the kingdom 
and across the Gulf, racking 
up hundreds of thousands 
of hits within hours. At the 
time of writing, it stands at 
961,000 views and increases 
every day.

It has also reached seventh 
in Egypt’s Arab radio charts 
and is being played across 
the airwaves in places such 
as Jordan and Palestine. 
Banah has been staggered 
by the success. The 33-year-
old said: “I feel great. I am 
extremely proud of what I 
have achieved so far, even 
though this is only the 
beginning! 

“Watching how my 

song was received was so 
rewarding, as you never quite 
know how the reaction is 
going to go. I’m delighted 
that people enjoy it.

“I think it’s because it’s not 
like the usual stuff you hear. 
It brings back the classic 
oriental music, but it has a 
lot of fusion in it so more 
modern listeners and English 
speakers still enjoy it.”

“I know that hard work 
does pay off, but I also know 
that I have a very long way 
to go if I want to make it in 
the music business. At the 
end of the day, even small 
progress is great if you enjoy 
what you do regardless of 
what the results are. There 
are tons of musicians and 
artists that are not famous or 
well-known but live a very 
happy and content life, and I 
think that’s what matters the 
most.”

Banah is Bahraini, but 
was born in Canada before 
moving to the Eastern 
Province of Saudi Arabia 
when she was four. After 
returning to Canada to study 
business at university, she 
finally settled in Bahrain 13 
years ago.  

Turn to Page 6

MOTORING WEEKLY
Jeep launch:

SEE PAGE 21

COMMUNITY REPORT
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

BANAH HEADLINES
LADY IN RED: Banah 

soon to strike a 
million views

WWICS GLOBAL RESETTLEMENT SOLUTIONS
bahrain2@wwicsgroup.com

CANADA & AUSTRALIACANADA & AUSTRALIA
Free Seminar on PR/job opportunities in

Reserve seat at:
17296839 / 39610460

Occupations in High Demand
Engineers, Computer Professionals,
Architect, marketing Specialist,
Doctors, Dentist, Restaurant Mangers
& many more...

IN a build up to Bahrain’s 
48th National Day, 
thousands of people from 

across the kingdom and world 
are expected to attend the 
Bahrain International Circuit’s 
(BIC) festivities, combining 
the annual FIA World 
Endurance Championship 
(WEC) race with a slew of 
entertainment for the entire 
family. 

The FIA WEC Bapco Eight 
Hours of Bahrain will be taking 
place alongside the BIC National 
Day Festival for the first time ever 
and will be running for four days 
starting on Friday. For racing fans, 
BIC has lined up both the Porsche 
Sprint Challenge Middle East and 
the MRF Challenge along with the 
WEC to ensure non-stop racing 
excitement.

Laurence Jones, newly appointed 
senior manager of marketing and 
communications at BIC added: 
“This is our most ambitious 
National Day celebration yet. By 

combining the 
WEC and the 
annual National 
Day festivities, 
we wanted 
to create an 
experience that 
the entire family 
could enjoy. 

There will be children’s activities, 
famous regional and international 
entertainers and of course, the 
biggest and most brilliant fireworks 
display in the kingdom.”

In addition to the on-track 
excitement, fans will be entertained 

by The Black Angels from Kenya, 
Mariachi Jaliso Group from Mexico, 
and Six Harmonies Lion Dance 
Team plus Spark! LED Drummers 
from the UK in addition to nightly 
concerts featuring some of the 
region’s biggest names in music, 
including star singers Balqees, 
Mohammed Al Salem, Essa Al 
Marzouq and Abdulla Al Rowaished. 

Entry is BD1 per person per 
day. Festivities start at noon on 
Friday and Saturday, and at 2pm on 
Sunday and Monday, running until 
10pm every day.

Full report – Page 2 

Laurence

NATIONAL PRIDE:
Winning the Gulf Cup 

SEE PAGE 24

Start the 
party!

By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT
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Spectacular   show of patriotism

THE combined 
National Day 
Festival and 

FIA World Endurance 
Championship (WEC) is 
expected to illuminate 
the skies of Bahrain 
this week and attract 
“as many as 20,000 to 
30,000 fans,” according 
to Shaikh Salman bin 
Isa Al Khalifa, CEO of 
Bahrain International 
Circuit (BIC).

Kicking off the live 
performances will be 

Emirati singer Balqees, who 
will be entertaining the fans 
on Friday and has performed 
all over the world, including 
with the iconic Andrea 
Bocelli. 

Famous Iraqi artist 
Mohammed Al Salem will 
feature in the festival’s 
second concert on Saturday. 
Kuwaiti singer and YouTube 
sensation Essa Al Marzouq 
will be taking to the stage 
on Sunday. Legendary 
Kuwaiti singer Abdulla 
Al Rowaished, popularly 

known as Abu Khalid the 
Ambassador of Gulf music, 
will feature in the closing 
concert of this year’s BIC 
National Day Festival. 

On-track, fans will be 
able to enjoy open paddock 
access, giving them a closer 
look at the behind-the-scenes 
of highly competitive and 
exciting WEC, Porsche Sprint 
Challenge Middle East and 
the MRF Challenge.

Laurence Jones, 
newly appointed senior 
manager of marketing and 
communications at BIC, said: 
“We want to bring everyone 
closer to motorsports. The 
cars that race in WEC 
have technology that 
is much closer to that 
which people see in 
their cars on a daily 
basis, instead of F1 
cars, which are usually 
just reserved for racing 
conditions. With 
the added off-track 
entertainment, there 
will be something for 
the entire family to 
enjoy a wonderful day 
out!”

Off-track, High 
Dive Group will 
deliver an electrifying, 
nerve-wracking, 
jaw-dropping, mind-
blowing act, diving 
from high platforms 
while twisting, turning, and 
tumbling into the water, 
using flames, hula hoops, 
and hi-jinks. 

International stunt driver 
and multiple world record 
holder, Terry Grant, who 
made his Silverstone Classic 
debut in 2018 will be thrilling 
the crowd with breath-taking 
stunts, which in the past have 
included the highest loop-the-
loop in a car, the fastest two-
wheel mile and the furthest 
barrel roll jump.

Spark! LED drummers 
will take the audience 
on a colourful dreamlike 
journey combining high-
impact drumming, dynamic 
choreography and beautiful 
lighting design whilst 

standing out 
amongst the crowds, 
lighting up the vending area 
with their highly entertaining 
carnival-themed show.

In addition, there will be 
children’s activities, a full 
shopping experience with 
local vendors, food and 
beverage stalls and of course, 
the biggest and most brilliant 
fireworks display in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain.

Laurence, who joined BIC 
full-time in September after 

spending seven years working 
to promote the brand overseas 
in his previous role at PR firm 
Dragon Advisory said: “The 
BIC is more than just F1 and 
this is yet another event to 
showcase that to Bahrain’s 
residents. We work with 
charities, schools, and many 

different organisations, so 
people can be proud of living 
in, what really is the home 
of motorsports in the Middle 
East.

“I look forward to expanding 
the BIC’s profile locally and 
globally, as more than just 
an F1 destination. While that 
has its own glamour, the BIC 
is also a great place to learn 
about and participate in all 
kinds of motorsports.”

Balqees

Abdulla

“We want to bring 
everyone closer to 
motorsports.

Terry
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Join us as we celebrate the 48th Bahrain National Day with our award-winning illumination of exterior lights and a 
variety of exclusive packages, curated dining options and spa experiences perfect for the whole family to enjoy.

SUPER BRUNCH     SPIRIT CAKE
Friday, December 13, 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm, La Med Available Monday, December 16 at The Ritz Gourmet Lounge
BHD 30, soft beverages; BHD38, select beverages BHD 4.8
 
FAMILY LUNCH     48 MINUTES OF BLISS
Monday, December 16, 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm, La Med   December 13-16, 9 am - 9 pm | The Ritz-Carlton Spa 
BHD 19, adults; BHD 11, children    BHD 48

Bldg 173, Road 2803, Al Seef, Block 428, 
Kingdom of Bahrain  +973 1758 0000

For dining reservations and more 
information, please call +973 1758 6499. 
For spa appointment, please dial
+973 1758 6808.

NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS AT
THE RITZ-CARLTON, BAHRAIN

Spectacular   show of patriotism
In addition to the BIC’s 
National Day Festival, there 
is a slew of other events 
planned across the island. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
will once again sparkle on 
December 16 in celebration 
of the 48th National Day in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Shining bright in “red and 
white” against the city 
skyline, the hotel will join 
the celebrations with its 
award-winning illumination 
of exterior lights. Families 
can begin the day with 
traditional Bahraini 
inspired cuisine at La Med 
featuring the national dish 
of Chicken Machboos and 
other traditional delicacies, 
prepared by Chef de 
Cuisine Hanan Osman as 
well as the decadent “Spirit 
Cake” by Executive Pasty 
Chef Jonathan Challenor.

On December 15 starting 

at 7pm until 7am the 
next day, at the Bahrain 
National Museum, 
“Manama Doesn’t Sleep” 
commemorates the 31st 
anniversary of the museum 
with an exciting lineup 
of events embracing the 
energy of Bahrain and 
Manama.

The thrilling 
celebration is over 
12 hours long, 
and includes 
a variety 
of events, 
including music 
and dance 
shows, literary 
talks, fine art 
exhibits and more.

Starting at 7am on 
December 16 at the 
Bahrain Bay wharf, the 
Bahrain Rowing Club will 
host a series of Dragonboat 
races, as part of the Grand 

National Day Race. 
There will be food and 

beverage outlets as well as 
entertainment for the entire 
family. 
Following the race, from 

2pm to 5pm, Bahrain’s first 
ever and largest paddle 
parade, featuring all sorts 
of human-powered paddle 
vessels will take to the 
water. Visitors can rent 
paddle boards and kayaks or 
bring their own vessel for a 
BD2 registration fee. 

Bahrain’s birthday festivities Hanan

Members of the Bahrain Rowing Club

Bahrain National Museum
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RENOWNED 
Bahraini band 
Majaz dazzled 

music lovers in Morocco 
in November at the 
Visa for Music (VFM) 
professional music 
market and festival. 

The quartet, including 
guitarist Hameed AlSaeed, 
percussionist Abdulla Faisal, 
bassist Salah Sharakhat as 
well as Jehad Al Halal on 
cello and guitar, previously 
played shows at The Nest, 
Spring of Culture, Desert 
Beats and the coveted Arab 
Alternative Music Festival.

Salah said, “The crowd 
were very responsive and 
interactive with our songs 
and everyone loved our band, 
we are very overwhelmed! 
Also we got to meet so many 
amazing people in the music 
business, a stepping stone to 
touring the world, hopefully.”

The boy band performed at 
the Mohammed V National 
Theatre which is one of the 
biggest venues in Morocco 
and had a live recording 
session, along with 11 artists 
from around the world with 
Nabyla Maan, a well-known 
Moroccan singer-songwriter, 
with whom they intend to 
collaborate. 

They were the first Bahraini 
band at the sixth iteration of 
the event, and were one of 40 
Middle-Eastern and African 
artists at an international 
level, out of a pool of more 
than 1,000 applications from 
across the region.

Hameed said, “Most 

people, and especially 
industry professionals, were 
quite surprised that Bahrain 
hosted such a vibrant and 
lively music scene. It was 
as if they had a very specific 
idea about the music scene in 
this side of the world and so 
they didn’t really know what 
to expect.”

Majaz’s song, Shuruppak, 
which means “the place of 
utmost being” in Sumerian, 
also saw its first international 
debut outside of the 
kingdom. Their concert 
attracted one of the biggest 
and “most beautiful” crowds 
they have performed for so 
far. 

Visa For Music started 
in 2013, with the aim of 
highlighting African and 
Middle-Eastern to the 
world and to provide rising 
artists with the right tools, 
connections and knowledge 
to progress in the industry. 

Abdulla noted, “We 
learned how important 
music platforms are, how 
to make things easier for 
the sound engineers to mix 

our show and also 
how to target the right music 
festivals for our band.”

Majaz was also the only 
Bahraini band chosen along 
with other bands from the 
Middle East to perform 
at Dubai’s biggest Arab 
Alternative music festival 
‘Wasla’.

The band’s first EP, 
Rihla, which is the Arabic 
translation of ‘Journey’, 
containing  four tracks, 
each influenced by different 
sounds from various cultures, 
fused with progressive 
musical influences, was 
released earlier this year.

It was well-received by fans 
and critics, and a first full-
length album is in the works 
which the group hope to 
release next year.

Abdullah and Hameed 
noted: “We are currently 
recording two new singles. 
Our next EP is currently in 
the works and it will feature 
many different sounds and 
some new experimentation 
with various musical 
grounds.”

Magical Majaz!
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THE Diplomat 
Radisson Blu 
Hotel kicked off 

its festive season last 
Friday with the first of 
three Christmas Market 
Bliss weekends. 

Twinkling lights speckled 
across vendor huts, beautiful 
Christmas decorations and 
live music await visitors at 
the Market, which runs every 
Friday and Saturday until 
December 21.

By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

FESTIVE REPORT

Subscribe to GulfWeekly’s YouTube Channel.

The free-entry event, offers visitors a 
chance to get their last minute holiday 
shopping done at 20 local home based 
vendors, who will be selling a variety of 
high-quality international and local items 
perfect for the festive season including 
Christmas décor and gifts like paintings, 
handmade mugs, Kashmir rugs, Cambodian 
Malaysian handmade baskets, festive wear 
for adults and toddlers, Antarra oils, massage 
oils, stationery items with Arabic calligraphy, 
face and body care, home and kitchen items 
and accessories, and much more.

While doing their holiday shopping and 
being serenaded by Latin Queens, May 
Paady and DJ Submission, visitors can enjoy 
a live shawarma station, burgers, fish and 
chips, goulash soup and tandoori chicken, all 

reasonably priced under BD5. There is also 
a selection of festive beverages for BD3 or 
less. 

Numerous kids activities are planned 
including Santa Claus, balloon artists, 
bouncy castle, face painting, mascots, a kids’ 
playground, train rides, music, and more.

Marc Guenther, general manager at 
Diplomat Radisson Blu commented: “The 
concept of the Christmas Market Bliss 
is to create something different than the 
traditional Christmas activities; something 
more memorable, exciting and enjoyable 
for all family members in addition to 
having a friendly and fun shopping 
experience. Having a creative team 
allowed us to introduce this unique pioneer 
initiative to Bahrain.”

The Market is the first of a 
variety of upcoming events, 
including a Christmas 
brunch on December 25 and 
New Year’s Eve party on 
December 31.

The Christmas Market 
Bliss runs from noon to 
10pm on December 13 and 
14 as well as December 20 
and 21. Entry is free. For 
more details regarding any 
of the festive happenings at 
the Diplomat Radisson Blu 
Hotel, contact 17531666.

e e e e e e
Scan the QR code below 

to get a glimpse of the 
Christmas Market Bliss.
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Putting Bahrain’s supermarkets under the spotlight and searching for the best deals
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Al Jazira Supermarket
1. Cauli rice original – BD1.700
2. Cauli rice veggie sweet potato – 

BD1.700
3. Eatwater slim pasta penne – 

BD1.900
4. Eatwater slim pasta spaghetti 

organic – BD1.900
5. Eatwater slim noodles organic – 

BD1.900

Alosra Supermaket
1. Apples green France per kg – 650fils

2. Beef sausage per kg – BD4.300

3. Broccoli per kg – BD1.250

4. New Zealand beef fillet steak per kg 
– BD12.990

5. Kellogg’s corn flakes 500gm –  
BD1.295

6. Papaya Thailand per kg – BD3.100

Mega Mart Muharraq
1. Downy assorted 3ltr – BD1.595

2. Anchor p/cream cheese jar 2x500gm 
– BD1.500

3. Unsalted block butter per kg – 
625fils

4. Mutton shoulder rib India per kg – 
BD2.850

5. Tomato per kg – 195fils

CENTREPOINT, the 
family-friendly 
store under Al 

Rashid Group which is 
a division of Landmark 
Group, unveiled its 
revamped store in Oasis 
Mall – Riffa in style along 
with the launch of its 
winter line.

The spacious 57,277sqft 
store was inaugurated by 
Shaikh Hasan bin Rashid Al 
Khalifa, Srikant Gokhale- 
Group CEO, Shumalan 
Naicker - Territory Head and 
other senior members of Al 
Rashid Group.

Shoppers can now enjoy 
navigating around the store 
and picking up looks with 
ease thanks to its open plan 
layout and additional cash 
counters. There are four 
sections within the shop – 
one of which features the 
Splash brand that boasts 
trendy fashion wear for 
women and men and the 
second being Mothercare, 
best known for its apparel 
and toys for little ones. The 
other two sections include 

Store gets facelift

DOING reviews 
is one of the 
most enjoyable 

parts of this job for 
me but it can also 
be a bit mundane, 
since one feels 
pressed up against an 
impenetrable window 
watching people have 
the time of their (or 
their character’s) life, 
but unable to partake. 

‘Twas definitely not the 
case last weekend as I 
enjoyed the final show of 
the Beauty and The Beast 
pantomime at the British 
Club. The fascinating part 
to me when I first heard of 
a pantomime, a long long 
three months ago, was that 
the peanut gallery, I mean 
the audience, get to interact 
and participate in the play. 

And I wasn’t disappointed 
as the audience was 
inducted into their roles 
and lines in the first act. We 
were introduced to our cues 
by Bertie (Hannah Turner) 
and Fifi (Neil Sergeant), 
one verbal and multiple 
visual ones, including the, 
at first almost unnoticeable, 

Review: Beauty and The Beast Pantomime – The British Club

At the cake-cutting ceremony, from left, Srikant, Shaikh Hasan bin 
Rashid Al Khalifa, Shumalan and Nalin Singla

but later, unforgettable little 
lever to stage right. Along the 
show, we even had moments 
to shine as a TV live 
audience as Hannah Janahi 
and Luke Phillips held up cue 
cards to let us know exactly 
how we should feel about 
each moment. 

It would be impossible for 
me to go through each actor 
and character, since there 
were 32 actors alone! And 
with the production team, 
more than 50 people came 
together during the fall to 
practice and prepare for the 
show.

It was no wonder that when 

I ran into Carrie Lunt-Bell, the 
director, at one of the events 
in the fall and I enquired as 
to how the practices were 
going, she responded with a 
wry tired look and succinctly 
summarised: “Good.”

The sweat, tears and (I 
hope not, but it’s part of the 
colloquialism) blood that 
went into this show were 
quite well worth it as the 
cast played with the way-
too-familiar story of Belle 
(Chelsey Boggs), Pierre ie the 
beast (Christopher Diciolla), 
fairies, baddies, bearded 
but beautiful ladies and the 
highlight for me, the host 

of chorus and background 
characters. 

Since everyone had seen or 
heard the tale before (if you 
haven’t, spoiler alert – the 
beauty gets the beast), the host 
of new characters became the 
focus of my character studies. 
I particularly enjoyed the 
characters of Diablo (Ghassan 
Chermall) and Fairy Bon Bon 
(Sowsan Hasan), who became 
the opposite poles of the 
show’s moral compass. The 
baddies too, Claude (David 
Lock) and Camilla (Natalie 
Scott) had an enjoyable 
chemistry, accentuated by a 
host of background characters 

including Guy Parker in 
multiple roles, all of which 
were denied their Bahrain’s 
Got Talent singing dreams, 
Amna Awachi as the cheeky 
and frustrated Red Rose 
and Nicole Estanom as the 
highly entertaining Spick. 

In many ways, the show 
felt like a Disney movie 
live performance- there 
were lots of musicals, bright 

colours and lots of adult-
friendly tongue-in-cheek 
jokes and digs at friendly 
rival clubs. 

All in all, my first ever 
panto role as audience 
member at the Beauty 
and the Beast pantomime 
was quite enjoyable. Who 
knows, next year, I may even 
audition for an on-stage role?

– By Naman Arora

Shoemart and Lifestyle. 
Lifsetyle offers a wide array 

of cosmetics, fragrances, 
home décor and more.  
Meanwhile, the winter 
collection features a mix of 
looks for women such as 
heritage lux, refined grunge, 
future retro and modern 
combat. There is a denim 
collection for men, women 
and children too. 

Centrepoint will also be 
launching Ladies Tuesday, 
offering exclusive discounts. 
Women can relish in the free 
food and beverage on that 
day as well as get personal 
shopping assistance and 
more.  There are four stores 
in Bahrain – Oasis Mall 
Riffa, Oasis Mall Juffair, 
Oasis Mall Muharraq and 
City Centre Bahrain. 

A look from 
the winter 
collection
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Taking a look at the world of financial technology and beyond ...

FinTechFocus
Today (September 25)

Get your fill of the ocean 
with unlimited sushi from 
Intercontinental Regency’s 
Elements Pool and Lounge 
special selection every 
Wednesday from 7pm to 
11pm. Priced at BD9.9net.
Call 17227777 for details.

Every Wednesday is ‘Wings 
and Wisdom’ night at Big 
Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House inside Best Western 
Plus - The Olive Hotel. It’s 
a quiz night with an added 
bonus of BD10net for ‘all-you-
can-eat’ chicken wings.
Call 17360063 for details.

The Sheraton Bahrain Hotel 
hosts a Ladies night with 
unlimited selected beverages 
every Wednesday at An Nada 
Lounge from 9pm to midnight. 
Call 17533533 for details.

Steak out some of the 
kingdom’s finest cuts at 
the Crowne Plaza Bahrain, 
starting at 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant, priced 
BD18net including beverages. 
Select beverages package 
available for BD7net extra.
For details, contact 17531122.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s poolside Italian 
restaurant, Vento, is offering 
a wide selection of pizzas 
from wood-fired ovens and 
artisan pastas. It’s available 
on weekdays from 11:30am 
to 11pm and weekends from 
11:30am to midnight.
For reservations, contact 
17115500.

Reef Resort’s Tokyo Reef 
restaurant features a 
specially-created set menu 
that is offered on weekdays 
(Saturday-Wednesday, closed 
on Mondays) from 3pm to 
midnight where guests can 
watch as the chef prepares 
sushi, sashimi, maki and 
other Japanese fare before 
their eyes. Set menu priced at 
BD18+++ inclusive of a select 

Asian beverage.
For details, call 13110110.

‘Sushilize’ with friends and 
colleagues at the Ritz-
Carlton, Bahrain’s Thai 
Lounge with 50 per cent 
savings on select sushi and 
beverages.
For details, contact 17586499 
or email rc.bahrz.restaurant.
reservations@ritzcarlton.com

Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
hosts a BBQ night every 
Wednesday featuring ribs and 
Wagyu prime rib steak from 
7pm-11pm. The entertainment 
is performed by Twin Band. 
The BBQ buffet is inclusive 
of soft drinks and water for 
BD19net and free flow of 
beverages costs BD26net.
For details, contact 17171144.

Mawasim Restaurant and 
Lounge at the Galleria Mall 
in Zinj is offering its guests 
50 per cent off food between 
noon and 5pm, as summer 
fades away. Stop by for a 
taste of the Mediterranean 
and enjoy this offer before it 
ends on September 30. 

l Check out Naman’s 
review of Mawasim’s menu 
on Page 11.

Tomorrow (September 26)
Ladies, dance the night away 
at Jumeirah’s Havana Club 
every Thursday from 8pm 
to midnight with unlimited 
selected beverages and enjoy 
a live Cuban band.
For details, call 77707070.

Savour live stations of 
seafood and meat cuisine 
every Thursday at the 
Intercontinental-Regency’s 
Selections Restaurant from 
7pm to 10:30pm priced 
at BD19net for food and 
BD29net inclusive of selected 
beverages. 
For details, call 17227777.

Indulge in a variety of seafood 
from fresh oysters to sushi 

and Lobster Thermidor at 
Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
every Thursday from 7pm to 
11pm. The buffet is priced 
BD25net, including soft 
drinks and water, or BD31net 
inclusive of selected free flow 
beverages. 
For details, contact 17171144. 

Enjoy lively tunes from the 
new “Five Motion” band as 
you relax at Sheraton Bahrain 
Hotel’s An Nada Lounge at 
the this Thursday, washing 
away the worries of the week 
past with a lively ambience 
and elite company.
For details, contact 
17533533.

The Bizarre Lounge at Le 
Meridien City Centre Bahrain 
invites you to a Latino dance 
party hosted by talented 
instructor Jaffar. Enjoy a chill 
atmosphere and salsa the 
night away to contemporary 
Latin American music every 
Thursday from 10pm – 2am. 
For details, contact 17171144.

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
hosts Tandoori Jugalbandi at 
Nirvana every Thursday from 
noon to 3pm for lunch or 7pm 
to 11:30pm for dinner. Savour 
an exotic spread of mouth-
watering kebabs cooked to 
perfection by Chef Mahipal 
Singh, priced at BD30net 
inclusive of select Indian 
beverages. 
For details, contact 
17586499.

Savour the best of Japanese, 
Chinese and Thai seafood 
every Thursday evening 
from 7pm to 11pm, priced at 
BD25net including soft drinks 
at Al Areen Palace and Spa’s 
Keizo restaurant. 
For details, contact 
17845000.

Friday (September 27)
Check out Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s brunch ‘The Brasserie 
Way’ every Friday from 1pm 
to 5pm, priced BD27net with 
soft drinks and BD35net with 

selected beverages. The 
little guests will love their 
dedicated buffet and the 
special activities organized 
by the Bulbul Kids Club team 
exclusively for them!
Call 77707070 for more 
details.

Spread across three of 
InterContinental Regency 
Bahrain’s finest restaurants 
is the unforgettable 
Brunchism experience, a 
brunch buffet featuring live 
food stations and culinary 
choices from around the 
world, accompanied by 
live entertainment and kids 
activities, with food and music 
around the pool area. Priced 
at BD22net for the soft drink 
package and the BD32net for 
the select beverage package.
Call 17227777 for details.

Enjoy the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s special Friday 
brunch. This spectacular 
buffet running from 1pm 
to 4pm will also include 
indulgent dishes like the 
16-hour spiced lamb stew, 
slow-roasted ribs and kingfish 
fajitas. Priced at BD30net 
per person including soft 
beverages and BD43net 
person including a select 
beverage package. Children 
between six and 12, get a 50 
per cent discount.
For reservations, call 
17115500.

Take a trip through Thai 
cuisine every Friday at 
Gulf Hotel’s Royal Thai’s 
sumptuous buffet, with live 
cooking counters serving 
papaya salad, satays, 
carvings and a selection of 
fresh seafood. It’s priced 
at BD15net for the buffet 
inclusive of two select 
beverages. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

The Sheraton Bahrain 
Hotel hosts a special daily 
buffet lunch from 12:30pm 
to 3:30pm and dinner from 

7:30pm to 11:30pm at Al Safir 
Restaurant for BD10+++.
Ladies receive a 50 per cent 
discount on the buffet every 
Friday. 
For details, contact 
17533533.

Every Friday afternoon, Al 
Areen’s Saffron Restaurant 
welcomes you to its pool 
barbecue buffet from 1pm 
to 5pm, featuring modern 
Khaleeji and Indian dishes, 
priced at BD15net including 
soft drinks and pool access. 
For details, call 17845000.

Brunch away at The 
Harvesters at Crowne Plaza 
Bahrain on Friday and enjoy 
unlimited selected beverages 
from 12:30pm to 4pm and 
enjoy platters of international 
mouth-watering cuisines 
spread across two venues. 
Priced at BD33net with 
unlimited select beverages. 
Call 17531122 for details.

Big Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House presents its ‘Small 
Town, Throw Down’ brunch 
– the only five-hour brunch in 
the kingdom – from 11am to 
4pm. It features a buffet and 
specific table orders. There’s 
also karaoke.
Call 17360063 for details.

Spend an unforgettable day 
in the sand beach infinity pool 
from 8 am until sunset and 
embrace the Latino vibes at 
the Reef Resort’s Pool Delight. 
Spice up your evening with a 
variety of Latino cuisine and 
entertainment all priced at 
BD22+++ per person. Kids 
aged six-12 get 50 per cent 
off. 
For bookings, call 13110110.

Bahrain’s Sweetest Brunch 
takes place every Friday from 
12:30pm-4pm at Le Meridien 
City Centre Bahrain’s Baharat 
restaurant. Enjoy the award-
winning sweet and savoury 
experience for BD28net 
including soft drinks and 
water, or BD40net including 
selected beverages. Live 
music from Twin Band 
accompanies the fare. Book 
for 10 people or more and 
receive 20 per cent discount. 
Call 17171144 for bookings.

Families can enjoy an 
international brunch buffet at 

the Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s La 
Med Restaurant every Friday 
from 12:30pm to 3:30pm. The 
price is BD30net for the soft 
drinks package and BD38net 
for the select beverages 
package.
For details, contact 
17586499. 

Saturday (September 28)
Enjoy a delectable selection 
of handcrafted entrees, cakes 
and magical milkshakes all 
day every day at the Furn 
Bistro and Bakery, while 
revelling in the Rotunda’s 
ambience. Arabic afternoon 
tea is available from 3pm to 
6pm. Or grab a coffee and 
croissant to go for BD3net.
For more information, call 
17171441.

Organised by Bahrain Writers’ 
Circle’s sister group, The 
Second Circle, The Colours 
of Life annual poetry festival 
brings together poets from 
every corner of the planet 
and the full mood & colour 
spectrum for an evening of 
verse accompanied by music 
and art. It will be held at the 
Riffa Views International 
School’s LEVEL 5 centre and 
admission is free. 

Spice up your weekly brunch 
with a culinary journey around 
Mexico at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain’s Cantina Kahlo 
restaurant. The Brunch Fiesta 
will be held from noon to 
4pm, priced BD36.500net 
per person with select 
beverages and BD23net per 
person with soft beverages. 
Stick around for a separate 
special after brunch a la carte 
menu featuring Guacamole, 
Ensalada Verde, Ceviches, 
Antojitos, Tacos and Churros.
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

Enjoy the perfect afternoon 
tea at the Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s Palm Lounge, 
indulging your inner chocolate 
addict with the dark, milk 
and chocolate fondues and 
the gorgeously handcrafted 
chocolate pastries. Priced at 
BD25net for two people.
For details, call 77707070.
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Today (August 28)
Get your fill of the ocean 
with unlimited sushi from the 
special sushi selection of the 
Intercontinental Regency’s 
Elements Pool and Lounge 
every Wednesday from 7pm 
to 11pm. Priced at BD9.9net.
Call 17227777 for details.

Every Wednesday is ‘Wings 
and Wisdom’ night at Big 
Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House inside Best Western 
Plus - The Olive Hotel. It’s 
a quiz night with an added 
bonus of BD10net for ‘all-you-
can-eat’ chicken wings.
Call 17360063 for details.

The Sheraton Bahrain Hotel 
hosts a Ladies night with 
unlimited selected beverages 
every Wednesday at An Nada 
Lounge from 9pm to midnight. 
Call 17533533 for details.

Steak out some of the 
kingdom’s finest cuts at 
the Crowne Plaza Bahrain, 
starting at 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant, priced 
BD18net including beverages. 
Select beverages package 
available for BD7net extra.
For details, contact 17531122.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s poolside Italian 
restaurant, Vento, is offering 
a wide selection of pizzas 
from wood-fired ovens and 
artisan pastas. It’s available 
on weekdays from 11:30am 
to 11pm and weekends from 
11:30am to midnight.
For reservations, contact 
17115500.

Reef Resort’s Tokyo Reef 
restaurant features a 
specially-created set menu 
that is offered on weekdays 
(Saturday-Wednesday, closed 

on Mondays) and guests can 
watch as the chef prepares 
sushi and sashimi before their 
eyes. 
For details, call 13110110.

Enjoy Sushi-Meshi at the 
Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s Thai 
Lounge with 50 per cent 
savings on select sushi and 
beverages.
For details, contact 17586499 
or email rc.bahrz.restaurant.
reservations@ritzcarlton.com

Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
hosts a BBQ night every 
Wednesday featuring ribs and 
Wagyu prime rib steak from 
7pm-11pm. The entertainment 
is performed by Twin Band. 
The BBQ buffet is inclusive 
of soft drinks and water for 
BD19net and free flow of 
beverages costs BD26net.
For details, contact 17171144.

Tomorrow (August 29)
Ladies, dance the night away 
at Jumeirah’s Havana Club 
every Thursday from 8pm 
to midnight with unlimited 
selected beverages and enjoy 
a live Cuban band.
For details, call 77707070.

Savour live stations of 
seafood and meat cuisine 
every Thursday at the 
Intercontinental-Regency’s 
Selections Restaurant from 
7pm to 10:30pm priced 
at BD19net for food and 
BD29net inclusive of selected 
beverages. 
For details, call 17227777.

Indulge in a variety of seafood 
from fresh oysters to sushi 
and Lobster Thermidor at 
Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
every Thursday from 7pm to 
11pm. The buffet is priced 
BD25net, including soft 
drinks and water, or BD31net 
inclusive of selected free flow 
beverages. 
For details, contact 17171144. 

Enjoy lively tunes from the 
new “Five Motion” band as 
you relax at the An Nada 

Lounge at the Sheraton 
Bahrain Hotel this Thursday, 
washing away the worries of 
the week past with a lively 
ambience and elite company.
For details, contact 
17533533.

The Bizarre Lounge at Le 
Meridien invites you to a 
Latino dance party hosted 
by talented instructor Jaffar. 
Enjoy a chill atmosphere 
and salsa the night away to 
contemporary Latin American 
music every Thursday from 
10pm – 2am. 
For details, contact 17171144.

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
hosts Tandoori Jugalbandi at 
Nirvana every Thursday from 
noon to 3pm for lunch or 7pm 
to 11:30pm for dinner. Savour 
an exotic spread of mouth-
watering kebabs cooked to 
perfection by Chef Mahipal 
Singh, priced at BD30net 
inclusive of select Indian 
beverages. 
For details, contact 
17586499.

Savour the best of Japanese, 
Chinese and Thai seafood 
every Thursday evening 
from 7pm to 11pm, priced at 
BD25net including soft drinks 
at Al Areen Palace and Spa’s 
Keizo restaurant. 
For details, contact 
17845000.

Friday (August 30)
Check out Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s new brunch ‘The 
Brasserie Way’ every Friday 
from 1pm to 5pm, priced 
BD27net with soft drinks 
and BD35net with selected 
beverages. 
Call 77707070 for more 
details.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is hosting a 

Friday Brunch with five food 
stations serving Arabic, 
Western, India, Japanese 
and Chinese delicacies, at 
Bahrain Bay Kitchen from 
1pm to 4pm. Priced BD30net 
per person including soft 
beverages and BD43net 
person including a beverage 
package. Children between 
six and 12, get a 50 per cent 
discount.
For reservations, call 
17115500.

Enjoy Al-Waha’s award-
winning brunch buffet of 
mouth-watering delicacies 
with your family every Friday 
while you enjoy the live 
tunes of the new QBA band 
at the Gulf Hotel. It’s priced 
at BD23net for the buffet 
and BD29net for the select 
beverage package. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

The Sheraton Bahrain 
Hotel hosts a special daily 
buffet lunch from 12:30pm 
to 3:30pm and dinner from 
7:30pm to 11:30pm at Al Safir 
Restaurant for BD10+++.
Ladies receive a 50 per cent 
discount on the buffet every 
Friday. 
For details, contact 
17533533.

Every Friday afternoon, Al 
Areen’s Saffron Restaurant 
welcomes you to its pool 
barbecue buffet from 1pm 
to 5pm, featuring modern 
Khaleeji and Indian dishes, 
priced at BD15net including 

soft drinks and pool access. 
For details, call 17845000.

Bring the fam to Crowne 
Plaza Bahrain’s La Mosaique 
Restaurant for the Family 
Friday Brunch Buffet from 
12:30pm to 4:00pm and 
enjoy stations packed with 
food from all over the world, 
as well as a kids corner with 
activities designed to keep 
your little ones engaged and 
entertained.
Priced at BD31net with 
unlimited select beverages. 
Call 17531122 for details.

Big Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House presents its ‘Small 
Town, Throw Down’ brunch 
– the only five-hour brunch in 
the kingdom – from 11am to 
4pm. It features a buffet and 
specific table orders. There’s 
also karaoke.
Call 17360063 for details.

Spice up your evening with 
a Latino spirit infused with a 
variety of seafood and poultry 
marinated to perfection with 
sides of salads and greens at 
the Reef Resort’s Restaurant 
and Lounge. Priced at 
BD14+++ per person. 
For bookings, call 13110110.

Bahrain’s Sweetest Brunch 
takes place every Friday from 
12:30pm-4pm at Le Meridien 
City Centre Bahrain’s Baharat 
restaurant. Enjoy the award-
winning sweet and savoury 
experience for BD28net 
including soft drinks and 
water, or BD40net including 
selected beverages. Live 
music from Twin Band 
accompanies the fare. Book 
for 10 people or more and 
receive 20 per cent discount. 
Call 17171144 for bookings.

Families can enjoy a brunch 
buffet meal at the Ritz-
Carlton, Bahrain’s La Med 
Restaurant every Friday from 
12:30pm to 3:30pm. The price 
is BD30net for the soft drinks 
package and BD38net for the 
select beverages package.
For details, contact 

17586499. 

Saunter past the live cooking 
counters at the Gulf Hotel’s 
Royal Thai restaurant 
every Friday and sample 
the papaya salads, satays, 
carvings and a selection 
of main courses. Priced at 
BD15net per person inclusive 
of two selected beverages.
For more details, contact 
17713000.

Saturday (August 31)
Join the Gulf Hotel’s 
professional pastry chef 
instructor for The Art of 
Cooking class this Saturday 
from 10:30am to noon for a 
fluffy lesson in pastries with 
Chef Daniel. Learn how to 
cook delicious pastries from 
a chef who has been doing 
it around the world for the 
last 42 years and earn a 
certificate and apron. The 
price per person is BD18net 
including lunch. 
For more details, contact 
17713000.

Enjoy a delectable selection 
of handcrafted entrees, cakes 
and magical milkshakes all 
day every day at the Furn 
Bistro and Bakery, while 
revelling in the Rotunda’s 
ambience. Arabic afternoon 
tea is available from 3pm to 
6pm. Or grab a coffee and 
croissant to go for BD 3 net.

For more information, call 
17171441.

Reef Resort’s lobby café 
Chocolaterie is offering an 
array of signature teas, 
coffees, pastries and 
delectable hand-made 
chocolates Saturday to 
Wednesday from 4pm to 6pm 
with a net price of BD4.
For details, call 13110110.

Spice up your weekly brunch 
with a culinary journey around 
Mexico at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain’s Cantina Kahlo 
restaurant. This will be held 
from noon to 4pm, priced 
BD36.500net per person 
with selected beverages and 
BD23net per person with soft 
beverages. Stick around for a 
separate special after brunch 
menu featuring Guacamole, 

www.gulfweekly.com8 August 28 - September 3, 2019

 

The energy 
industry’s 
weekly for 
the GCC

www.oilandgasnewsonline.com A component of www.tradearabia.com
 Reg No. 1 OGN 025 

ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6
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Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional decision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cost
DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt deal
MEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)
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Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effort to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92

www.oilandgasnewsonline.com

The energy industry’s
trade journal for the GCC region 
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EATING OUT
Vineet’s new menu:

SEE PAGE 11

FILM WEEKLY
Johnny returns:

SEE PAGE 19

BAHRAINI 
songstress Banah 
Anabtawi has 

become the breakout 
star of the region after 
her first music video 
became an instant 
sensation, racking up 
almost a million views 
upon release.

Best known by her first and 
stage name Banah, the jazz-
fusion soulful singer, who 
has performed numerous gigs 
around Bahrain, partnered 
with Tunes Arabia and her 
single Shou Helou Nihna was 
uploaded to the video-sharing 
platform on August 8.

It proved an instant hit with 
listeners both in the kingdom 
and across the Gulf, racking 
up hundreds of thousands 
of hits within hours. At the 
time of writing, it stands at 
961,000 views and increases 
every day.

It has also reached seventh 
in Egypt’s Arab radio charts 
and is being played across 
the airwaves in places such 
as Jordan and Palestine. 
Banah has been staggered 
by the success. The 33-year-
old said: “I feel great. I am 
extremely proud of what I 
have achieved so far, even 
though this is only the 
beginning! 

“Watching how my 

song was received was so 
rewarding, as you never quite 
know how the reaction is 
going to go. I’m delighted 
that people enjoy it.

“I think it’s because it’s not 
like the usual stuff you hear. 
It brings back the classic 
oriental music, but it has a 
lot of fusion in it so more 
modern listeners and English 
speakers still enjoy it.”

“I know that hard work 
does pay off, but I also know 
that I have a very long way 
to go if I want to make it in 
the music business. At the 
end of the day, even small 
progress is great if you enjoy 
what you do regardless of 
what the results are. There 
are tons of musicians and 
artists that are not famous or 
well-known but live a very 
happy and content life, and I 
think that’s what matters the 
most.”

Banah is Bahraini, but 
was born in Canada before 
moving to the Eastern 
Province of Saudi Arabia 
when she was four. After 
returning to Canada to study 
business at university, she 
finally settled in Bahrain 13 
years ago.  

Turn to Page 6

MOTORING WEEKLY
Jeep launch:

SEE PAGE 21

COMMUNITY REPORT
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

BANAH HEADLINES
LADY IN RED: Banah 

soon to strike a 
million views

WWICS GLOBAL RESETTLEMENT SOLUTIONS
bahrain2@wwicsgroup.com

CANADA & AUSTRALIACANADA & AUSTRALIA
Free Seminar on PR/job opportunities in

Reserve seat at:
17296839 / 39610460

Occupations in High Demand
Engineers, Computer Professionals,
Architect, marketing Specialist,
Doctors, Dentist, Restaurant Mangers
& many more...

Delightful demo day
By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

STARTUPS

THE fourth batch 
of startups in 
Brinc MENA’s Iot 

Accelerator Programme 
has graduated. 

The Ministry of Industry, 
Commerce and Tourism, 
represented by the SME 
development department, 
participated in the graduation 
ceremony. The director of 
SMEs development at the 
Ministry, Shaikh Abdullah 
Mohammed Al Fadhel and 
the chief development officer 
and general manager of Brinc 
MENA, Yassin Abudaoud, 
were present at Brinc’s Demo 
Day which returned for the 
fourth cycle in partnership 
with Tamkeen, EDB, Batelco 
and Oqal, carrying the title 
of “IoT: Enabling digital 
transformation in the MENA 
region”.

Demo Day is a platform for 
meeting startup founders and 
networking with investors, 
corporate strategists, 
government partners and 
press. It provides participants 
with the opportunity of 

Smart money manager
PALESTINIAN woman 

Shurouq Qawariq, 
alongside Nabil Parkar 

and Juan Manuel Balcazar, 
founded Rumman, one of the first 
women-led FinTech companies 
in the region to offer people 
with personalised, digital wealth 
management and savings 
solutions.

The aim of Rumman is to offer those 
that need financial assistance with 
savings and investment services.

As the Ramallah-based entrepreneur 
informed The Media Line site: 
“Eventually, we would love to be a 
digital bank that allows users to invest 

in the stock market as well as in socially 
conscious projects. 

“We have a prototype that we will 
be testing in the first quarter of 2020 
with users in Jordan, where we have a 

partnership with a bank to launch our 
pilot.”

Shurouq, who has a Bachelor’s degree 
in anthropology and psychology, with 
a minor in Japanese, from Earlham 
College in Richmond, Indiana, has 
always been passionate about numbers 
and a financial analyst which is why 
she became interested in FinTech. She 
also received an MBA and a Master’s in 
financial economics from Queen Mary 
University of London. 

She and her team aim to have the 
Rumman mobile app downloaded by 
one of every three phones in the Middle 
East and North Africa between the ages 
of 15 and 55 by 2026.

discovering the latest global 
innovations in IoT in order 
to explore the potential of 
cross pollination of ideas 
and build partnerships that 
put Bahrain on the frontier 
of digital modernisation and 
innovation.

The fourth portfolio 
of startups pitching on 
Demo Day offered IoT and 
connected hardware solutions 
with the potential to solve 
some of the world’s greatest 
challenges, using Bahrain 

as a launchpad to offer their 
products and services to the 
wider region and the world. 

As a Hong Kong 
headquartered accelerator, 
Brinc’s Demo Day 
highlighted the relationship 
and cooperation between 
China and Bahrain, which 
enables the kingdom 
based IoT startups to take 
advantage of the connected 
hardware manufacturing 
capabilities in China. 

This event was focused on 

highlighting the four verticals 
of investment that form 
Brinc’s investment thesis. 
The event also brought 
together elite local, regional 
and international investors 
for the five startups from 
the fall cohort accelerator 
programme to pitch their IoT 
solutions and products in 
pursuit of further funding.

Brinc’s five portfolio 
companies included:

k ANSER is the only web 
and mobile platform that 

allows managing costs, time 
and resources in real-time 
through the use of augmented 
reality and artificial 
intelligence in a practical and 
preventive way on site. 

k Freepark is a smart 
parking solutions provider 
that produces locks that are 
controlled by a smartphone 
application. The smart 
parking locks can be used 
for private parking space 
sharing, booking, and remote 
authorisation.

k WASCO LAB is a 
hardware-enabled SaaS 
company that strives to 
understand the needs of their 
customers by optimising 
waste management through 
the use of sensors, analytics 
and a platform.

k Linkers IoT helps shop 
owners understand different 
store customer counts and 
uncovers a lot of information 
about the number of visitors 
and average time spent in the 
store. 

It helps them manage their 
assets with the advanced 
sensing techniques that 
connect assets to the cloud 
easily. Additionally, they 
help business owners stay 
tuned and use IoT to monitor 
instant consumption for 

different utilities (energy, 
water or gas).

k Crowd Powered enables 
institutions to save money on 
electrical and fuel bills while 
maintaining power quality. 
Their SaaS and hardware-
based solution creates onsite 
micro-grids that integrate 
existing assets and utilities 
with solar, wind and battery 
storage.

Shurouq
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Seasonal Festivities
This festive season, tea time 
takes on a festive flavour. 
Enjoy traditional scones and 
pastries with your favourite 
tea variety complemented 
by a selection of festive 
treats – an excellent 
opportunity to share picture 
perfect #RCMemories with 
family and friends. Priced at 
BD25net.
v The Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain
( 17580000

From December 1-24, make 
your own gingerbread house 
every Saturday between 
3pm and 5pm at the Westin’s 
Furn Bakery. Priced at 
BD14net for the gingerbread 
house kit and BD16net per 
child for the gingerbread 
house decorating class. 
Limited seats. 
v The Westin City Centre
( 17171441

Starting tomorrow until 
December 26, the Bay View 
Lounge gives its traditional 
afternoon tea a Nutcracker-
inspired make-over, 
honouring Tchaikovsky’s 
classical ballet in the form 
of delicious pastries and the 
Four Seasons touch. 
v Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay
( 17115000

Take a midday respite in 
the luxurious comforts of 
The Palm Lounge from 1pm 
to 7pm from Saturday to 
Wednesday or until 8pm on 
Thursday and Friday. Enjoy 
warm scones with clotted 
cream and homemade 
chocolate spread, savoury 
bites, Christmas-inspired 
patisseries and more. 
Complete the afternoon 
with your choice of hot 
beverages. Priced at  
BD25net for 2 people.
v Jumeirah Royal Saray 
Bahrain
( 66720026

From December 1-26, at 
Furn Bakery and Longitude 
50, enjoy sumptuous 
handpicked selections 
like Yule logs, homemade 
Christmas cookies, ginger 
bread and Christmas 
inspired pastries.
v The Westin and Le 
Meridien City Centre
( 17171441
For those hoping to impress 
guests in the comfort of 
their home, Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s succulent turkeys 
(Mustard honey glazed or 

Apple and honey glazed) are 
a perfect choice and come 
with all the trimmings from 
roasted brussels to cranberry 
sauce, gravy and traditional 
stuffing.  An advanced order of 
minimum 24 hours is required. 
Whole roast turkey (6-8kg)/
Ribeye (2kg) priced at BD 
80net and festive turkey/beef 
full  set menu priced at BD 
130net
v Jumeirah Royal Saray 
Bahrain
( 66720026

On Saturday from 10am to 
noon, treat your children to 
an activity full of sweet treats 
and delights and let their little 
hands learn how to make 
gingerbread houses of their 
own. Each child will have a 
gingerbread house to decorate 
while the in-house pastry chef 
provides tips and tricks over a 
fun teatime set up. Priced at 
BD 20 per child.
v The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain
( 17580000

Visit Bahrain’s Winter 
Wonderland until January 2 
to enjoy shining fairy lights, 
hot beverages and live music. 
Santa will make the trip extra 
special for kids, as they enjoy 
ice skating, snow fights, tubing 
and much more! Entry is 
priced at BD5 per person.
v Jumeirah Royal Saray 
Bahrain
( 66720026

Celebrate with a festive super 
brunch every Friday until 
December 20 from 12:30pm 
to 3:30pm and devour the 
ultimate festive spread of 
succulent meats, heavenly 
delights as well as a sampling 
of dishes from Ritz-Carlton’s 
premium restaurants, 
including Plums, Primavera 
and Nirvana. Priced at BD30 
including soft beverages 
and BD38 including select 
beverages. 
v The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain
( 17580000

Enjoy a festive brunch 
celebration from 12 pm to 4 

pm with traditional Mexican 
favourites and entertainment, 
all within a vibrant and colorful 
setting at the Cantina Kahlo 
every Saturday in December. 
Priced at BD23 including 
soft beverages and BD36.5 
including select beverages.
v The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain
( 17580000

On Friday from 12:30pm to 
3:30pm, La Med’s weekly 
super brunch turns into the 
ultimate festive spread of 
succulent meats, heavenly 
delights as well as a sampling 
of dishes from their premium 
restaurants, including Plums, 
Primavera and Nirvana. 
Priced at BD30net with soft 
beverages. BD38net with 
select beverages.
v The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain
( 17580000

The Christmas Market Bliss is 
now open, treating visitors to 
hot chocolate, sizzling cuisines 
and even hotter gifts this 
festive season. It runs from 
12pm to 10pm this Friday and 
Saturday as well as December 
20 and 21. Entry is free. 
v Diplomat Radisson Blu 
Hotel
( 17531666

National Day 
On Friday, December 13, 
elevate your senses with a 
National Day-themed super 
brunch featuring live jazz 
music and your favourite 
breakfast classics, traditional 
Bahraini dishes, along with a 
sampling of signature dishes 
from Primavera, Nirvana and 
Plums. Priced at BD30, soft 
beverages; BD38, select 
beverages. 
v The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain
( 17586499

With endless views of the 
Arabian Gulf, delight in a 

most sumptuous lunch buffet 
featuring traditional Bahraini 
cuisines and national dishes 
like Lamb Ouzi and Chicken 
Machboos, along with ‘tapas’ 
style dishes and salads. 
Advanced reservations 
required. Priced at BD19 for 
adults and BD11 for children 
(aged 5 to 12).  Pair your 
festive afternoon tea with a 
signature “Spirit” sponge cake 
made with cream cheese, 
vanilla and cardamom filling. 
Priced at BD4.8.
v The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain
( 17586499

Savour a pre-National Day 
brunch on December 13 from 
12:30pm to 4:00pm at Le 
Meridien’s Baharat restaurant 
and a National Day dinner 
at The Westin’s Furn Bistro 
from 7pm to 11pm. Priced 
at BD28net per person with 
soft beverages and BD36net 
per person with selected 
beverages. 50% discount for 
Bahraini nationals only.
v The Westin and Le 
Meridien City Centre
( 17171441

Pre-Christmas 
The Four Seasons Hotel has 
a slew of unique Christmas 
events to get guests in the 
holiday spirit, complete with the 
thrill of Santa’s arrival, plus the 
twinkling Christmas decorations 
in the lobby and more. Get 
into the holiday spirit with a 
Christmas brunch at Bahrain 
Bay Kitchen on December 20 
from 1pm to 4pm. 
v Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay
( 17115000

Devour a pre-Christmas 
brunch on December 20 
and a Christmas brunch on 
December 25 from 12:30pm to 
4pm at Le Meridien’s Baharat 
restaurant. Priced at BD28net 
per person with soft beverages 
and BD36net per person with 
selected beverages. Children 
under 6 years old eat for free. 
50% discount for kids from 6 
years to 12 years.
v Le Meridien City Centre
( 17171441

Christmas Eve (Dec 24)
On Christmas Eve dine at 
Bahrain Bay Kitchen or at CUT 
by Wolfgang Puck from 7pm to 
midnight as Santa delivers his 
presents worldwide.
v Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay
( 17115000

The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain’s 
restaurants have a slew of 
offerings for Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day, starting 
at 7pm
u Venture through a 

eight-course festive 
EXPeRiMENCe at La Table 
Krug By Y. Savour the 
finest of creative dishes to 
playful desserts in one of 
the most elegant of settings. 
Priced at BD90 including 
soft beverages and BD120 
including a Krug pairing.
u There is a family-style 

festive menu at Nirvana 
on December 24 and 25, 
including Indian classics and 
modern dishes.
u Experience the holiday 

spirit in a traditional Italian 
setting at Primavera with a 
four-course set menu crafted 
by Chef Delfino Sanfilippo 
Chiarello. Priced at BD29 
and BD15 additional for 
select beverage pairings. 
v The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain
( 17580000

Celebrate the joyous season 
with a special Christmas Eve 
buffet on December 24th 
from 7:30pm and a Christmas 
Day feast on December 25 
from 1pm to 5pm. Enjoy fresh 
seafood, or an extensive 
Charcuterie & Terrine Station 
of curated cured meats such 
as beef bresaola (air-dried) 
and duck & pistachio pate. 
The little ones will be delighted 
by Santa’s visit on the 25th of 
December. Priced at BD36net 
including soft beverages and 
BD48net including selected 
beverages.
v Jumeirah Royal Saray 
Bahrain
( 66720026

Enjoy Christmas Eve 
Brunchism at Selections, 
Medzo and Legendz 
restaurants from 7pm to 
10:30pm. Priced at BD22 or 
BD32 for select beverage 
package. 
l Check out our review of 
Brunchism on page 11.
v Intercontinental-Regency
( 17227777

Relish your Christmas Eve 
dinner from 6:30pm to 11pm 
at Baharat restaurant. Priced 
at BD28net per person with 
soft beverages and BD36net 
per person with selected 
beverages. Children under 
6 years old eat for free. 50% 
discount for kids from 6 years 
to 12 years.
v Le Meridien City Centre
( 17171441

Christmas Day (Dec 25)
Dine with a Christmas 
brunch feast fit for a king 
from 12:30pm to 4:30pm and 
celebrate a family hallmark 
tradition with a special 
Christmas themed buffet of the 
finest of creations, all amidst 

a sea-inspired ambience. 
Priced at BD38 including soft 
beverages and free flow of 
sparkling beverages. BD20 for 
kids, ages 5-12.
v The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain
( 17580000

Get excited for a festive 
celebration in the Grand 
Foyer with culinary delights 
highlighting the chefs’ most 
fabulous creations - from live 
cooking and carving stations, 
a large seafood and prime 
rib corner to a delectable 
array of heavenly desserts, 
elevated with live musical 
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entertainment, festive activities, and 
a special visit from Santa Claus. 
Priced at BD55 for adults, including 
select beverages and BD25 for 
kids aged 5 - 12, including soft 
beverages.
v The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain
( 17580000

Starting at 12:30pm, at the Gulf 
Hotel, enjoy a Christmas brunch 
that has it all! Unwrap a festive 
feast in a beautiful setting with 
the ones you love as the elves at 
Gulf Convention Centre deliver 
the Christmas magic to fill you 
with good cheer as you enjoy the 
live band, Santa Claus and fun 
activities for the whole family. Priced 
at BD32net per person inclusive of 
selected beverages. Up to 50% off 
for children ages 6 to 12.
v Gulf Hotel Bahrain
( 17713000

Al Waha invites you to indulge in 
their lavish Christmas Day dinner 
buffet which will include roast turkey 
& trimmings and a delectable festive 
buffet. Priced at BD16+++ per 
person. Up to 50% off for Children 
ages 6 to 12.
v Gulf Hotel Bahrain
( 17713000

At Al Fanar hall from 12:30pm to 
4pm, an Asian and continental 
buffet awaits the entire family. The 
Kushari Band will serenade you as 
guests are invited to dance along 
with Santa. Tickets are priced 
at BD34net, inclusive of select 
beverages, BD20net for adults 
inclusive of soft drinks and juices, 
BD18net for kids 13 to 18 years, 
BD12net for kids seven to 12 years 
and free for kids aged six and 
under.
v Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel
( 17531666

Bring the family along for a 
Christmas lunch at the Selections 
restaurant starting at 12:30pm. 
Priced at BD15 for the soft drink 
package and BD22 for select 
beverage package. Enjoy Christmas 
day dinner at the Legendz 
Steakhouse from 7pm to 11pm, 
starting at BD4.5.
v Intercontinental-Regency
( 17227777

Get into the holiday spirit, complete 
with the thrill of Santa’s arrival, plus 
the twinkling Christmas decorations 
in the lobby and more. Make your 
Christmas extra special with a 
festive brunch starting at noon and 
dinner starting at 7pm at CUT by 
Wolfgang Puck. 
v Four Seasons Hotel Bahrain 
Bay
( 17115000

New Year’s Eve (Dec 31)
For New Year’s Eve, the roaring 
20s comes to Bahrain, complete 
with riveting performances, endless 
mocktails, live music and fireworks. 
Guests are invited to dine at any of 
the Hotel’s signature restaurants 
and step into a heart-racing 

immersive adaptation of F Scott 
Fitzgerald’s seminal jazz-age novel 
for a hedonistic night complete with 
live bands, devilish mocktails and 
dressing to the nines.
u New Year’s Eve Dinner at re/ 

Asian Cuisine starting at 7pm 
u New Year’s Eve Dinner at CUT 

by Wolfgang Puck starting at 7pm 
u Masquerade Dinner at Bahrain 

Bay Kitchen starting at 8pm
u Great Gatsby New Year’s Eve 

Party at Azure Pool starting at 8pm
v Four Seasons Hotel Bahrain 
Bay
( 17115000

Enjoy a New Year’s Eve Gala 
Dinner on December 31 from 8:00 
pm as you step into the New Year 
with a bang and relish a delicious 
hearty epicurean spread including 
a buffet of delectable appetisers, 
seafood, premium imported 
cheeses and decadent desserts. 
The ballroom elegantly turned into 
a white wonderland will create the 
perfect atmosphere to celebrate 
while the very talented singer Banah 
and her 7-piece band will make you 
dance till the early hours. Priced at 
BD80 net including soft beverages 
and BD90net including selected 
beverages. 
v Jumeirah Royal Saray Bahrain
( 66720026

Stop by Baharat restaurant for a 
New Year’s Eve Spanish themed 
party December 31 from 7:00PM to 
1:00AM and enjoy culinary delights 
from BBQ, Seafood and Sweetest 
Brunch specialities as we bid 
farewell to 2019. Priced at BD30net 
per person with soft beverages and 
BD40net per person with selected 
beverages.
v Le Meridien City Centre
( 17171441

Experience a fantastic New Year’s 
Eve in the Grand Ballroom as four 
world-class tribute artists – Queen, 
Coldplay, Prince and James Brown 
– plus international DJs entertain 
you till the early hours! Doors open 
8pm until late.
The evening features a gourmet 
dinner with unlimited select 
beverages priced at BD55net for 
adults, BD30net for kids 13 to 18, 
BD20net for kids seven to 12 and 
free for kids aged six and under. 
v Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel
( 17531666

The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain’s 
restaurants have a slew of offerings 
for New Year’s Eve from 7pm to 
midnight.

u At Table Krug By Y, enjoy 
the EXPeRiMENCe Menu. You 
can dine in class and enjoy a 
succulent eight-course journey of 
the senses where each bite leaves 
you in pure levitation. Priced at 
BD120 per person (minimum 
group booking for 10 – 16.)
u At La Med, enjoy live music 

and a traditional dinner buffet of 
Middle Eastern-inspired affair to 
modern favorites in a setting of 
sea-inspired elegance. Priced at 
BD42 for select beverages and 
BD20 for soft beverages. 
u At Plums, feast your way 

into 2020 at the award-winning 
steakhouse where a 5-course 
menu unveils everything 
sumptuous and divine this holiday 
season. Priced at BD49 and 
BD35 additional for the beverage 
package.
u At Primavera, say “Mamma 

Mia” as you enjoy a signature 
five-course dinner the Italian 
way and live music by Italian 
maestro “Stevie”. Priced BD49, 
with a choice of main course and 
BD35 for the additional beverage 
package.
u At Nirvana, dine like a 

Maharaja with a set menu of 
signature Indian classics for BD39. 
Two seatings are available from 7 
pm - 9 pm and 9:30 pm - 11 pm.
u At Cantina Kahlo, enjoy 

authentic Mexican cuisine with 
a special set menu of signature 
dishes to enjoy your last meal of 
2019. Minimum spend of BD35 
per person on à la carte or set 
menu. Advance reservations 
required.
v The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain
( 17580000

Celebrate New Year’s Eve in the 
Golden 20’s style with a glamorous 
evening party at the Al Riffa 
Ballroom, including a sumptuous 
gala dinner, unlimited beverages, 
and a live dance show. Priced at 
BD70net per person or get an early 
bird rate of BD59net if you book and 
pay by December 15th.
v Intercontinental-Regency
( 17227777

At the Gulf Convention Center, mark 
the end of year with the most daring 
show in Bahrain. Get ready for five 
amazing acts that will take your 
breath away, including magic, aerial 
performances and show-stopping 
dancers. The dress code is formal 
and doors open at 8pm. The early 
bird price of BD55net per person 
ends this Saturday. The regular 
price at the door is BD60net per 
person. The ticket price is inclusive 
of unlimited beverages.
v Gulf Hotel Bahrain
( 17713000

Enjoy a private balcony dinner 
for two at the Royal Thai. The 
table is set for two overlooking 
the Gulf Hotel’s tropical gardens 
and koi ponds, making this the 
most unique and intimate dining 
experience with the perfect 
city skyline view backdrop to 
your candle lit dinner. Priced at 
BD55+++ for two.
v Gulf Hotel Bahrain
( 17713000

Enjoy a romantic candle lit dinner 
at the Rasoi by Vineet, Margarita 

Mexicana or La Pergola 
by Perbellini as you toast 
to the year ahead at the 
stroke of midnight. Priced 
at BD26+++ per person 
inclusive of one glass of 
toast.
v Gulf Hotel Bahrain
( 17713000

Enjoy an exquisite New Year’s 
eve dinner buffet at the Al 
Waha Restaurant with 
a lavish spread of the 
finest selection for a 
special occasion. Priced 
at BD35+++ inclusive of 
select beverages. Up to 50% 
off for Children ages 6 to 12.
v Gulf Hotel Bahrain
( 17713000

Celebrate New Year’s Eve in 
style at the Al Noor Ballroom as 
the Ritz-Carlton Bahrain goes 
Back to the 80’s and welcome 
2020 with an exciting yet 
sophisticated evening full of 
enchanting performances 
and extraordinary culinary 
presentations. Tickets are 
available, priced at BD95, 
including gala dinner, open 
buffet until 11:30 pm and select 
beverages until 12:30 am. Kids 
(aged 5-12) tickets are available for 
BD25.
v The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain
( 17580000

New Year’s Day (Jan 1)
Celebrate the New Year in style 
and enjoy a festive buffet of 
international specialties at La Med. 
Be entertained by the sounds 
of La Med’s musical duo as you 
enjoy the first day of the New Year 
with family and friends. 
Priced at BD30 
including soft 
beverages, BD 38 
including select 
beverages and 
BD18 for kids ages 
5 – 12.
v The Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain
( 17580000

Start off the New Year with the 
right food with the exclusive 
Detox Brunch from 1pm to 
5pm at Brasserie Royale. 
Enjoy the beautiful 
ambience in tranquil 
surroundings and indulge 
in a sumptuous buffet 
and live cooking stations 
accompanied by relaxing live 
music. Priced at BD36net 
including soft beverages 
and BD48net including 
selected beverages.
v Jumeirah Royal 
Saray Bahrain
( 66720026

The recovery 
brunch at 
Al Waha 
Restaurant 
on January 1, 
starting at 12:30pm. 
Priced at BD25net per 
person, inclusive of 
select beverages.
v Gulf Hotel 
Bahrain
( 17713000

Enjoy the New 
Year’s Day 
Brunch at Bahrain 
Bay Kitchen I 
starting at 1pm on 
January 1, 2020.
v Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay
( 17115000

9
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Today (December 11)
The Jumeirah Royal Saray 
Bahrain invites you to 
embark on a Mediterranean 
food adventure with Chef 
Claudio Dieli every night 
at Brasserie Royale from 
6pm to 11.00pm. It is 
the perfect menu for a 
romantic dinner, an intimate 
celebration or just if you love 
Mediterranean cuisine! For 
details, call 66720026 

Take a virtual trip down 
the streets of Italy every 
Wednesday at the 
Intercontinental Regency’s 
Medzo restaurant with 
a special Market dinner 
featuring Italian street food 
from different kiosks. Priced 
at BD12net for the soft drink 
package and BD19net for 
the Italian grape package.
Call 17227777 for details.

Reef Resort’s Tokyo Reef 
restaurant features a 
specially-created set menu 
that is offered on weekdays 
(Saturday-Wednesday, 
closed on Mondays) from 
3pm to midnight where 
guests can watch as the chef 
prepares sushi, sashimi, 
maki and other Japanese 
fare before their eyes. Set 
menu priced at BD18+++ 
inclusive of a select Asian 
beverage.
For details, call 13110110.

Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
hosts a stylish yet rustic 
BBQ night every Wednesday 
featuring ribs and Wagyu 

Designed for your absolute 
relaxation, the Lagoon Beach 
boasts serene views from 
sunrise till sunset and is one of 
Reef Clubhouse’s most scenic 
spots in the kingdom. 
The Reef Clubhouse’s new 
indoor pool is now open! The 
large-scale indoor pool is a 
sight to behold with every 
detail designed to make being 
here a delightful experience. 
Whether enjoying the warm 
water, a drink at the poolside 
bar, soaking in the Jacuzzi, or relaxing on 
deckchairs, the pool offers a world-class 
environment in which to spend moments of 
leisure. Enjoy their Pre-Launch Special and 
relax and unwind every day until Sunday. For 
only BD10 net/person at the food savoury area, 
guests can enjoy free access to Lagoon Beach 
facilities including the new indoor pool while 
children under five are free of charge. 
Located at the Reef Island, the scenic 
Clubhouse & Lagoon Beach are perfectly 
positioned overlooking the panoramic view 

of Bahrain skyline where guests can create 
memories with loved ones aboard the Lagoon 
Moon floating restaurant as they witness the 
striking view. The Clubhouse is a vibrant hub 
of lifestyle amenities placing you at the heart 
of a world where dining, well-being, leisure, 
socializing and relaxation are all yours in 
luxury surroundings. It also has a playroom 
area where a sphere of entertainment and 
educational fun will keep younger guests 
amused in a safe and engaging environment. 
For inquiries, call 77900700.

prime rib steak from 7pm-
11pm. The entertainment is 
performed by Twin Band. The 
BBQ buffet is inclusive of soft 
drinks and water for BD22net 
and the free-flow select 
beverage package is priced at 
BD28net. For details, contact 
17171144.

Tomorrow (December 12)
Savour live stations of 
seafood and meat cuisine 
every Thursday at the 
Intercontinental-Regency’s 
Selections Restaurant from 
7pm to 10:30pm priced 
at BD19net for food and 
BD29net inclusive of selected 
beverages. For details, call 
17227777.

The Bizarre Lounge at Le 
Meridien City Centre Bahrain 
invites you to a Latino dance 
party hosted by talented 
instructor Jaffar. Enjoy a chill 
atmosphere and salsa the 
night away to contemporary 
Latin American music every 
Thursday from 10pm – 2am. 
For details, contact 17171144.

The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain’s 
Primavera restaurant invites 
you to get down to business 
with its two-course power 
lunch, with daily special 
menus, set by Chef Delfino. 
Priced at BD12net, you 
can combine your choice of 
mains, salad and/or desserts. 
For details, contact 17586499.

Friday (December 13)
Check out Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s brunch ‘The Brasserie 
Way’ every Friday from 1pm 
to 5pm, priced BD27net with 
soft drinks and BD35net with 
selected beverages. The little 
guests will love their dedicated 
buffet and the special activities 
organized by the Bulbul Kids 
Club team exclusively for 
them!
Call 77707070 for more 
details.

Enjoy the Four Seasons 
Hotel’s Friday Brunch at CUT 
by Wolfgang Puck. Enjoy this 
spectacular brunch featuring 
some of the chef’s favourite 
dishes. The event runs from 
12pm to 3:30pm and is 
priced at BD32net per person 
including soft beverages (and 
select beverages for ladies) 
and BD44net per person for 
the select beverage package. 
For reservations, call 
17115500.

Spread across three of 
InterContinental Regency 
Bahrain’s finest restaurants is 
the unforgettable Brunchism 
experience, a brunch buffet 
featuring live food stations and 
culinary choices from around 
the world, accompanied by 
live entertainment and kids 
activities, with food and music 
around the pool area. Priced 
at BD22net for the soft drink 
package and the BD32net for 

the select beverage package.
Call 17227777 for details.

Check out the Gulf Hotel’s 
award-winning Al Waha 
Friday Brunch at the Al 
Waha Restaurant Explore 
the world of Arabic food 
culture and experience a 
remarkably fun family activity 
over a sumptuous buffet of 
mouth-watering delicacies, 
complimented by the live 
tunes of the QBA Band  for 
BD23net inclusive of soft 
beverages and BD28net 
inclusive of select beverages.
For more details, contact 
17713000.

Every Friday afternoon, Al 
Areen’s Saffron Restaurant 
welcomes you to its pool 
barbecue buffet from 1pm 
to 5pm, featuring modern 
Khaleeji and Indian dishes, 
priced at BD15net including 
soft drinks and pool access. 
For details, call 17845000.

At the Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain’s La Table Krug by 
Y from 12:30pm to 3:30pm, 
experience an elegant buffet 
of the most exquisite culinary 
delights tastefully unveiled for 
an afternoon of indulgence, 
Krug-style. And enjoy a 
surprise dish prepared 
exclusively by Executive 
Chef Yann Lejard. Priced at 
BD55, includes a selection of 
premium beverages.
For details, contact 17586499 
or email rc.bahrz.restaurant.
reservations@ritzcarlton.com.

Saturday (December 14)
Enjoy a delectable 
International buffet spread 
every Saturday from 12:30pm 
to 4pm over Furn Bistro at 
The Westin Bahrain City 
Centre, while revelling in the 
Rotunda’s ambience. Priced 
at BD8net.
For more information, call 
17171441.

Lounge at InterContinental 
Regency Bahrain’s Legendz 
Steakhouse and enjoy the 
Lazy Legendary Lunch in a 
relaxed cosy setting every 
Saturday from 11:30am to 
4pm. Priced at BD19net.
For details, call 17227777.

Spice up your Saturday with 
Asian selections and live jazz 
as you join the fun-loving 
chefs at the Four Seasons 
Hotel Bahrain Bay’s re/Asian 
Cuisine, who will be turning 
their hands to mouth-watering 
Asian selections like Korean 
Fried Chicken Bao Buns, Wok 

Fried Shrimp Dumplings and 
Brisket Wontons during this 
hugely popular brunch from 
12:30pm to 3:30pm.
Priced at BD32net including 
soft beverages and BD44net 
including select beverages.  
For reservations and more 
details, contact 17115046.

Spice up your weekly brunch 
with a culinary journey around 
Mexico at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain’s Cantina Kahlo 
restaurant. The Brunch Fiesta 
will be held from noon to 
4pm, priced BD36.500net 
per person with select 
beverages and BD23net per 
person with soft beverages. 
Stick around for a separate 
special after brunch a la carte 
menu featuring Guacamole, 
Ensalada Verde, Ceviches, 
Antojitos, Tacos and Churros.
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

Sunday (December 15)
Feast on a tasty 
Mediterranean Business 
lunch amidst the busy Seef 
district at Jumeirah Royal 
Saray’s Brasserie Royale 
from Sunday to Thursday 
with a three-course menu 
and delicious options 
to choose from. Priced 
at BD15net per person.  
For more information 
and reservation, contact 
77707070 or email jrsb.
brasserieroyale@jumeirah.
com.

Enjoy a selection of 
international and Middle 
Eastern cuisine at Le 
Méridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant 
every Sunday to Thursday 
from 12:30pm to 3pm. 
The lunch buffet is priced 
BD16net, the soup and salad 
buffet is priced BD7net and 
children aged six to 12 dine at 
half price.
For details, call 17171144.

Monday (December 16)
Relish four of the best pasta 
recipes by Chef Perbellini 
every Monday with a 
delightful degustation at 
Gulf Hotel’s La Pergola. The 
menu features a selection 
of spaghetti with pesto 
and calamari, homemade 

gnocchi with tomato & basil, 
deconstructed lasagne 
moderna with beef ragout 
and much more! Priced at 
BD10+++. For more details, 
contact 17713000.

Enjoy all-you-can-eat Asian 
bite and bao from the 
menu every Monday at the 
Intercontinental Regency’s 
Elements Pool and Lounge 
from 7pm to 11pm. Priced at 
BD9.9net for the bite package 
and BD 12.9net for the bite 
and bao package. 
For details, call 17227777

Tuesday (December 17)
Experience a sensory 
journey through a 5-course 
tasting menu with optional 
blind beverage pairing. The 
daily Degustation Dinner at 
the Ritz-Carlton Bahrain’s 
Plums restaurant from 7pm to 
11:30pm is perfect for culinary 
enthusiasts and couples or 
friends seeking an exciting 
evening. Priced at BD45net 
per person or BD65net 
including a blind beverage 
pairing. 
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

Dates for the Diary
Celebrated and world 
renowned Jordanian chef 
Moeen Abu Zaid crosses the 
Atlantic to team up with Four 
Seasons Hotel Bahrain Bay’s 
Wolfgang Puck executive 
chef Brian Becher for two 
unique culinary events at 
both CUT by Wolfgang 
Puck and re/ Asian Cuisine, 
inspired by the flavours of 
Arabia. Chef Moeen is at re/ 
Asian Cuisine on December 
19 and CUT by Wolfgang 
Puck on December 20. For 
reservations, call 17115500.
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COMMUNITY REPORT

GROWING up, one 
of the earliest 
nutritional 

lessons I learned was the 
idea of three meals a day. 
Brunch is an aberration 
of this idea, which is why 
it has always fascinated 
me and tickled my 
imagination. 

If I were a hobbit, it’d be 
my second breakfast crossing 
over into my elevenses. 
And the amount and variety 
of food we sampled at the 
Intercontinental Regency’s 
festive Brunchism this 
weekend certainly would 
justify the extended meal 
time. 

The Brunchism experience, 
which brings together the 
most popular offerings 
from Selections, Medzo 
and Legendz restaurants, 
traditionally runs every Friday 
from 12:30pm to 4pm. 

When the GulfWeekly team 
had visited the launch of the 
Brunchism experience, I was 
a wee young lad, at least in 
terms of buffets experienced. 
I overloaded on the pasta, 
tacos and sushi, ending up in 
a day-long food coma. 

This weekend, however, I 
went back a wizened buffet 
wizard. I started the afternoon 
adventure with a walk 
around the salad spread at the 
Selections restaurant. As we 
were serenaded by the lovely 
tunes provided by DD and 
the Groove, I loaded up on 

tabbouleh, grilled vegetables 
with goat cheese and the 
oriental lentil soup.

As I walked around, 
executive sous chef 
Mohammed Samara 
watched pensively, chatting 
occasionally about the 
palette of palate pleasers and 
encouraging me to take larger 
portions. 

Rounding off the appetisers, 
I nabbed a few mussels and 
oysters. The preparations 
were delectable and I 
personally loved the lentil 
soup, finding it flavourful and 

mouth-watering, setting the 
perfect palate for the courses 
to come. 

For the main course, I 
headed over to Legendz 
to get a taste of the turkey. 
While turkey has now 
become the hallmark of 
holiday feasts, there were 
pragmatic reasons for 
eating turkey rather than, 
say, chicken at a feast like 
Christmas. The birds are 
large enough that they can 
feed a table full of hungry 
friends and family, and unlike 
chickens or cows, they don’t 
serve an additional purpose 

like laying eggs or making 
milk.

Not to say there was any 
shortage of chicken and 
beef, but the turkey made the 
occasion all the more festive. 
The beef brisket looked 
good too, but not wanting an 
early heart attack, I declined 
politely. 

I also tried some of the 
Indian dishes, including 
the daal and the palak 
paneer, finding them both 
astonishingly delicious, 
especially with the freshly-
made naan bread. 

Feeling like a true hobbit, 
I went for a second main 
course, choosing to try the 
grills at Medzo, picking a 
succulent skewer of shish 
taouk which was grilled in 
front of my eyes and hand-
delivered to our table. 

Having saved just enough 
room for dessert (and even 
if there wasn’t, my stomach 
went through a split-second 
renovation to add a few 
rooms), I headed over to the 
dessert library. 

This is truly where the 
Brunchism experience shines. 
Gingerbread houses, fresh 
crepes, a chocolate fondue 

and a lordly display of cakes 
tempted me. But I elected 
for a chocolate mousse and 
some cookies, promising 
myself that I would return 
on Christmas to devour the 
remaining desserts. 

The highlights, come 
Christmas Eve, will be the 
turkey as well as the festive 
desserts, some of which are 
already starting to make their 
way into the library. 

The Christmas Eve 
Brunchism will take place 
on Dec 24 from 7pm to 
10:30pm and is priced at 
BD22 per person or BD32, 
with select beverages. For 
more information, contact 
17227777. 
l Scan the QR code below 

to get a virtual taste of the 
Brunchism experience. 

A brunch to 
remember!

Dessert library

Members of DD 
and the Groove

Chef Mohammed
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Tribute to furry friends
BIG-HEARTED 

artists and 
photographers 

from across the kingdom 
and around the world 
have created a colourful 
calendar boasting pretty 
painted animal portraits 
and pictures in a bid to 
raise awareness about 
their plights as well as 
funds for a furry cause.

The Artists for Animals wall 
calendar was conceptualised 
by Cheryl Nielson, founder 
of Bahrain Dumped Dogs 
(BDD) which was formed in 
2017 to help support canines 
that had been abandoned 
and left behind without any 
provision or care, or any spay 
or neuter programme.

The artists are all members 
of the Paint My Photo (PMP) 
website dedicated for several 
artists and photographers who 
all enjoy the creative field and 
use different mixed mediums 
to express themselves.

Cheryl, who had worked 
with BSPCA and had created 
two calendars for them in the 
past, said: “We are grateful for 
the generous donation of their 
images and art work to this 
calendar.”

The vibrant flip calendar, 
which aims to support BDD 
and Voiceless Souls of 
Bahrain (VSOB),  features 
images of dogs, swans, 
elephants, cats, rabbits, 
horses, cheetahs and a sea 
turtle. Cheryl is joined on 
this inspirational initiative 
by animal lover and care 
giver Alise Lappo as well as 
VSOB’s founder Lorraine 
Wilson. Purchase of a 
calendar, which is priced 
at $24.880 (approximately 
BD9.350, inclusive of 

shipping), it will help 
support BDD and VSOB in 
their work with stray dogs 
in Bahrain with food, vet 
care, vaccinations, and 
Capture, Neuter and Release 
programme.

“Sadly, there is a never 
ending stream of street 
dogs in Bahrain needing 
appropriate care,” said 
Lorraine, who founded the 
non-profit group made up of 

expatriates volunteering their 
time and effort to alleviate the 
sufferings of dogs left behind 
to fend for themselves on the 
streets of Bahrain. “We hope 
that our calendar helps spread 
awareness about the plight of 
Bahrain’s street dogs, as well 
as raise much needed funds.

“The added bonus is that 
all proceeds go to 
an important cause. 
What’s more, as the 

year progresses, each 
new month with its 
beautiful animal paintings 
gives 
onlookers another opportunity 
to talk about the plight of the 
unfortunate dogs on the streets 
of Bahrain and the welfare 
of other animals too.  All too 
often the only images we see 
in the rescue community are 
horrible ones of animal abuse 
and hardship.”

The dedicated trio produced 
500 copies of which to date, 
more than 350 have been sold 
and are running out like hot 
cakes.

Sarah Clarke, Baloo’s 
Buddies founder and author 
of the popular Baloo books 
based on her chocolate brown 
Labrador therapy dog, is 
one of the sponsors of this 
fundraising calendar campaign 
along with RIA Institute 
Bahrain. She contributed a 
poem to the back cover of 
the 2020 calendar entitled 
Them and Us. She said: “In 
December last year, I made 
several fruitless trips to malls 
to find a wall calendar “with 
a heart”. In desperation, I 
shipped one from the UK.  
When I heard that Cheryl was 
commissioning a calendar to 

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

Baloo enjoying 
the calendar
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help Bahrain’s Dumped Dogs 
I jumped at the chance to 
support them.  

“It’s hard to believe that 
Baloo is a rescue dog and 
I am forever grateful to 
those that continue to work 
to help unfortunate dogs 
like him.  I chose April for 
Baloo’s Buddies month, 
as internationally, April is 
Autism Awareness month. 
While Baloo’s Buddies 
and RIA Institute works 
throughout the year to 
promote acceptance of 
children and adults on the 
autism spectrum, April is a 
chance for us to get more 
media attention. I chose the 
goofiest dog paintings in the 
set as Baloo is such a ditzy 
character too and I hope 
everyone will smile when 
they turn the page to the 
month of April.”

Some of the other sponsors 
involved include Animal 

Care Clinic, SAVE Veterinary 
Clinic, Tails Veterniary 
Centre and animal loving 
advocates such as Linda 
Shimp, Jennie Povey, the 
Faleiro and O’Farrell family, 
Karen Lundy, Alise and 
Peg Altemueller who began 
volunteering at the BSPCA 
in 1999 working in the thrift 
shop and shelter. She also 
worked on producing the 
newsletter, fundraising events 
and was a member of the 
executive committee. She led 
the Missing Pets Programme. 

She returned to Missouri with 
her husband with four pets, 
two BSPCA adopted dogs, a 
stray street dog and a cat from 
the US. They just rescued a 
dog from the US as well and 
she continues to support the 
kingdom with her charitable 
efforts.

Cheryl added: “The 
public can help the dogs 
by purchasing a calendar, 
purchasing food, donating to 
vet clinics for emergencies, 
fostering or giving loving 
forever homes to dogs 

that are adoptable or need 
special after care from vet 
procedures. Sharing with 
family, friends and colleagues 
the suffering of these dogs or 
social media posts will help 
us raise awareness.”

Those interested in 
purchasing a calendar can 
do so by visiting this link 
http://art.cherylnielson.com/ 
or locations such as from 
the vet clinic sponsors, from 
Bed & Biscuits too, Delmon 
Kennels, California Pets, The 
Bookcase and Piece of Cake.

Sadly, there is 
a never ending 
stream of 
street dogs in 
Bahrain needing 
appropriate care.



A three-bedroom villa is available for 
sale in Durrat Al Bahrain offering 
stunning sea views and a private 

swimming pool.
The fully furnished, single storey, courtyard style 

villa, which has a plot area of 550sqm, features 
spacious bedrooms surrounding the private pool. 

The property boasts fine finishings, central air-
conditioning, a pool plant room and showers for 
the pool area. Large floor to ceiling windows 
offer views of the courtyard from all aspects 
of the villa, such as from the large open-plan 
kitchen, dining area and living room. There is a 
guest closet as well as a back kitchen for heavy 
duty cooking.

The master bedroom comes with an ensuite 
bathroom while the other two rooms share a 
bathroom. There is also a maid’s room and a 
covered parking area for two cars. 

The development also houses beach areas, a 
supermarket, playgrounds for children, walkways, 
basketball courts and restaurants.

Property       Weekly
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RESIDENTIAL • RETAIL
COMMERCIAL • L A N D
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A guide to the best properties home and abroad - by Mai Al Khatib-Camille

Spacious Property Features:
En suite master bedroom, 2 bedrooms share a 
bathroom, spacious living/dining area welcoming 
guests, closed kitchen and a maid's room, fully 
�nished, with �ooring throughout, air conditioning 
units and a fully �tted kitchen with appliances, 2 
allocated parking spaces are provided for each �at, 
elevator, garbage chute, high-quality soundproof 
windows.
Starting Price:  BHD 65,000 – Ref: AP733

Spacious Property Features:
Open plan kitchen, living and dining area, 1 en- 
suite bedroom, 1 guest toilet, balcony with a city 
view, one car parking, 24 hour security, outdoor 
rooftop swimming pool, ladies and gent's gym.

Starting Price: BHD 47,000 – Ref: AP869

Fully Furnished Flat Features:

Fully �tted open plan kitchen, 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, rent is inclusive of electricity and 
water bill (BD 30 cap), 1 car parking.

Rent Price: BHD 390 – Ref: AP887

View our listing in the classi�ed section of the GDN     FREE Find-a-Property Services T: +973 1729 8210  E: admin@starrealestate.bh        starrealestate      www.starrealestate.bh

FREEHOLD | SALE | RENT RESIDENCES

FOR SALE! FREEHOLD
RESIDENTIAL LANDS

FOR SALE! FREEHOLD
RESIDENTIAL LANDS

DILMUNIA, EASTERN NEIGHBORHOODDILMUNIA, EASTERN NEIGHBORHOOD

Price Per Square Feet: from BHD 22.5 - 24.5

Plot Area: from 529 - 743 Sqm

Total Price: from BHD 131,000 - 188,000

Classification: RA

FOR SALE!  BRAND NEW APARTMENT NEXT TO ISA TOWN GATE

FOR SALE!  FREEHOLD BRAND NEW APARTMENT MINUTES FROM SEEF

FOR RENT FULLY FURNISHED INCLUSIVE FLAT IN ZINJ

FACTS AT A 
GLANCE

Location: Durrat Al 
Bahrain 
Reference number: 
VI370
Sale price: BD200,000
Reception Areas: 1

Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2
Additional 

information: There is a 
private swimming pool 
and beaches nearby.
For further 
information on 
this and other 
homes call Star 
Real Estate 17298210.

Stunning seafront 
villa up for sale...



glistening sequin 
snowflakes 
and colourful pom-poms. 
It willsurely provide merry 
cheer.

Children also have a 
light-hearted line including 
the Cotton Sequin Santa 
Print jumper, made from 
pure cotton knit, and the 
Embroidered Reindeer 
sweater with added stretch for 
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WITH the festive season 
just around the corner, 
online retailer Namshi aims 
to spread joy and merry 
cheer with a specially 
curated collection of pieces 
to gift yourself or your 
loved ones. These stocking 
stuffers will be a hit in any 
household featuring ultra-
chic home accessories, 
everlasting fragrances and quirky games and gizmos. 
There is also a selection of watches and jewellery for 
both men and women. There is basically something for 

everyone.
For the modern man, for 

example, choose from an 
array of colognes, sunglasses, 
faux leather accessories, 
cufflinks and watches as well 
as the latest tech. 
For gift ideas, visit www.

namshi.com

Jalal’s timely tips on the latest trends

‘TIS the season to 
wear festive jumpers 
and usually the uglier 

the better. It’s become 
a tradition to wear the 
ugliest or most coloquil 
Christmas sweater in 
many households 
as well as 
a growing 
fashion trend 
around the 
world.

In the olden 
days, mums and 
grannies would 
knit festive 
sweaters and 
pull overs 
to help 
their loved 
ones stay cosy all 
winter long. Many 
families would wear identical 
sweaters and pose for pictures 
to use as holiday cards sent to 
relatives and friends. There 
are also tons of sweaters 
being sold with funny sayings 
and memes for the season. 

Rise of the 
holiday 
jumper

Keeping you in on the latest trends and what they wore in the past

FashionWeekly

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

FASHION REPORT

Marks & Spencers jumped on 
the sweater wagon and has 
launched its own feel-good 

festive line to ensure 
warmth and smiles 
all around.

The collection 
features a range 
of witty jumpers 
for women, men 
and children 
alike such 
as the Let it 
Snow sweater 
for women 
adorned with 
pom-poms and 

that added stretch 
for extra comfort. 

There is also a Starry Night 
sweater which includes 
a lurex design for added 
sparkle and shine. Also, 
no Christmas or holiday is 
complete without the typical 
Reindeer jumper boasting 

a comfy fit.
Meanwhile, the festive 

favourites for men include 
the Forest & Sleigh design 
crew neck jumper featuring 
a winter forest scene across 
the front with Santa and 
his reindeer sleigh flying 
through the night sky. The 

Tiger with Hat design crew 
neck sweater is also a winner 
and according to designers 
is perfect for updating 
wardrobes with a stylish, 
holiday-inspired piece.  

The knitwears are available 
in stores across the MENA 
region and Asia, with selected 

lines available online at 
www.marksandspencerme.
com 

Marks & Spencer is a 
member of the Al-Futtaim 
Group of companies since 
1997 and boasts 88 stores 
located across MENA and 
Asia.



www.gulfweekly.com16 December 11 - 17, 2019

THE OLDEST, MOST 
ESTABLISHED 
TRAVEL TRADE 
PUBLICATION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Your daily dose of the latest TRAVEL AnD TouRISM nEwS 
delivered to your inbox everyday

Sign up today! www.ttnworldwide.com/NewsletterSubscription Why wait a month! Join Social Scene every week

Festive focus Tree lighting

Holiday spirit

Chocolate treat

Sparkling event

FestiveScene

Bahrain British Business Forum hosted its annual Christmas 
lunch for its members and their guests. The British Deputy Am-
bassador to Bahrain Stuart Summers and more than 150 BBBF 
members attended the festive networking lunch at the Diplomat 
Radisson Blu Hotel.

Families and friends flocked to the Gulf Hotel Bahrain Convention & Spa to celebrate the festive season with a Christmas tree lighting ceremony. 
The hotel unveiled Santa’s workshop as a choir belted out merry songs and drummers kept people upbeat as guests enjoyed nibbles and treats.

Jumeirah Royal Saray captivated guests with its sparkling Christmas tree during its tree lighting ceremony. People are also enthralled by the 
hotel’s Winter Wonderland and enjoyed a musical performance by soulful singer Banah, the first female artist in the GCC to be signed by world-
wide label Universal. A choir entertained the crowd as children played in snow, delighted in Santa’s Grotto and parents shopped at the festive 
market. Santa Claus arrived by jet ski and almost got marooned at sea, but with the help of his human raindeers he made it to the show.

The InterConti-
nental Regency 
Hotel staged a 
stunning Christ-
mas tree lighting 
ceremony where 
guests enjoyed a 
10 foot long choc-
olate yule log while 
St Christopher 
School’s choir 
serenaded them. 
The evening came 
alive with funky 
music from resi-
dent band DD & 
The Groove as 
well as from Santa 
Claus.

The Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain dazzled 
guests with its grand 
Christmas tree light-
ing ceremony and 
festive tunnel of 
lights. The holiday 
spirit was alive and 
well at the five-star 
hotel as its friendly 
team of ladies and 
gents filled the air 
with Christmas 
medleys along with 
the aroma of gin-
gerbread and hot 
cocoa.

Gulf Air celebrated Bahraini Women’s Day at its headquarter 
in Muharraq. The celebration included a talk show- style event 
which featured a number of Bahraini female staff from Gulf Air 
and two external Bahraini women as guest speakers to talk about 
and share their career experiences. 

CrediMax celebrated its female staff and were presented with 
gifts as an appreciation for their efforts and contribution to the 
company. 

Alba joined 
government and 
private entities 
in Bahrain to 
celebrate Bahrain 
Women’s Day 
with a special 
gathering at the 
Alba Oasis Hall 
attended by Alba 
women employ-
ees as well as fe-
male guests from 
various sectors in 
Bahrain.
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THERE is no sub-genre quite 
like the whodunnit, having 
completely eclipsed its 

parents, the mystery and murder 
genres, surpassing the short story, 
novel and movie media to reach 
board game and live action role 
play status.

But as a fan of the whodunnit, I have to 
say that after reading the works of Agatha 
Christie, most modern whodunnits are 
tired reworks of the same trope with little 
originality beyond wordplay. 

That being said, Rian Johnson’s latest 
movie Knives Out plays on the same 
tropes and yet remains fresh. It tells 
the story of an affluent family whose 
patriarch is found murdered, almost every 
one is suspect and an eccentric detective 
with an accent and 
a French name 
is brought in to 
solve the murder.

Sounds familiar? 
A bit too Poirot-
esque? Or perhaps 
it tastes like 
a whodunnit 
smoothie, made 
of tired tropes. 
The story takes 
place primarily 
at a country 
manor. Our eclectic elderly victim, Harlan 
Thrombey (Christopher Plummer) just 
happens to be a crime writer and the 
lead detective, Benoit Blanc (Daniel 
Craig) seems to go through a truly lung-
darkening number of cigars. 

The movie doesn’t take long to get into 
the actual nitty-gritty solving of the crime 
and Benoit interviews Harlan’s daughter 
Linda Drysdale (Jamie Lee Curtis), son-
in-law Richard Drysdale (Don Johnson), 
son Walter Thrombey (Michael Shannon) 
and the obvious suspect, nurse Marta 

Cabrera (Ana de 
Armas).

Despite the stereotype 
smoothie, Rian, who 
has a reputation for 
spurring expectations 
having directed 
Looper, Star Wars: The 
Last Jedi and several 
of Breaking Bad’s 
finest episodes, adds 
in a healthy dose of 
chemistry to make the 

story much more enjoyable.
As the story progresses, it’s notable that 

there is very little advanced technology 
used to drive the crime solving until 
the end. Just a healthy dose of talking, 
numerous jabs at current American 
politics to remind us that this is not a 
period piece and a nurse who can’t help 
but vomit when she lies.

I thought the last piece would be 
overkill and just a desperate plot device 
with a side of cheap laughs, but Ana’s 
acting nuance really made one empathise 

with her. 
One thing I did realise early on was the 

murderer, simply because of how late 
they came into the main story and their 
star status. Yet, I still enjoyed the ride as 
well as the twists at the end. The highlight 
for me was Daniel’s acting. 

While everyone’s first thought 
when they see the piercing-eyed 
actor is a British spy with a proclivity 
for promiscuity and very specific 
preparations of a select beverage, he also 
has a casual sense of perfect comedic 
timing. 

Both these sides come together to give 
us an unforgettable modern-day detective. 
And I for one am excited to see the future 
adventures of Benoit Blanc.

As for this one, while I enjoyed the 
ride, the mystery was too obvious with 
unnecessary but very enjoyable frills. And 
for that entertaining predictability, this 
movie earns its 3.5 stars. 

CAST: Daniel Craig, Chris Evans, 
Ana de Armas, Michael Shannon, 
Jamie Lee Curtis, Michael Shannon, 
LaKeith Stanfield  

DIRECTOR: Rian Johnson

GENRE: Comedy, Crime, Drama

RATING: PG-13

RUNTIME: 130 minutes

KNIVES OUT

Current 
Position Title

Weekend 
Takings

Gross  
to date

 1 Frozen II $35M $338

2 Knives Out $14M $63M 

3 Ford v Ferrari $6M $91M 

4 Queen & Slim $6M $27M 

5
A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood $5M $43M 

6 Dark Waters $4M $5M 

7 21 Bridges $3M $24M 

8 Playing with Fire $2M $42M

9 Midway $2M $53M 

10 Joker $1M $332M

  imdb movie charts

Bite-sized trailers
Arctic Dogs
DIRECTOR: Aaron 
Woodley

CAST: Anjelica Huston, 
James Franco, Jeremy 
Renner

PLOT: An arctic fox works 
in the mailroom of a 
package delivery service, 
but wants to be doing the 
deliveries.

SHOWING IN: Oasis 
Juffair, City Centre, Seef II 
and Wadi Al Sail.

Dark Waters
DIRECTOR: Todd Haynes

CAST: Anne Hathaway, 
Mark Ruffalo, William 
Jackson Harper

PLOT: A corporate 
defense attorney takes 
on an environmental 
lawsuit against a chemical 
company that exposes a 
lengthy history of pollution.

SHOWING IN: Showing in: 
Oasis Juffair, City Centre, 
Seef II and Wadi Al Sail.
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6

IN BRIEF

October 3 - 9, 2016 Vol. 33 No.39

Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional decision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cost

DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt deal
MEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)

Arabian pipes_32590 rev.pdf   3   1/19/16   5:08 PM

Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effor t to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92
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Jumanji: The Next 
Level
DIRECTOR: Jake Kasdan      

CAST: Dwayne Johnson, 
Jack Black, Kevin Hart

PLOT: The gang is back but 
the game has changed. The 
players will have to brave 
parts unknown from arid 
deserts to snowy mountains.

SHOWING IN: Seef I, 
Oasis Juffair, City Centre, 
Seef II and Wadi Al Sail.

1 popcorn – stay home 
5 popcorns – start queuing

NAMAN’S VERDICT

Film       Weekly
Movie-loving Naman Arora checks out the big screen releases on show in a cinema near you

Wacky whodunnit
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WE’VE finally got to December folks,
It’s almost the end of the year!
Take out your scarves and warm winter 
coats,
Yes, bring out all that gear!
Schools are soon to wrap up,
The end of 2019’s almost here,
City Center’s starting to light up,
And holidays are about to begin, oh dear!
What an exciting time of the year this is. 
With the winter vacations right around the 
corner, I can’t wait to get cracking on my 
list of things-to-do. There is a new video 
game that has been sitting on my desk since 

September and there are four books 
that I really want to read. Then 
there is that new sport I wanted 
to try and then…well, it’s quite a 
list. However, one of the things 
I am most excited about is that 

this is the time of the year when 
we can all be together as a family. 

My sister will be home for the 
holidays as she has time off 
from her university. Holidays 
are also a time to remind 
you about the things that 

are most important 
to you and you are 
thankful for such as 
family, good health, 
friends, freedom and 

so forth.
Additionally, from a more 
realistic point of view, holidays 
are a great time to check your 

progress, catch up or plan ahead. For me, 
these holidays are great to prepare for my 
GCSE mocks and spend time with my family 
and friends. It is also a time to rewind, 
rejuvenate and replenish! One can 
revise their perspectives and take 
a fresh, informed outlook towards 
decisions. It is also a great time 
to go on vacation and visit new 
places, family and friends.
Moreover, with Bahrain National 
Day, Christmas and New Year’s 
fast approaching, there is even 
more reason to celebrate. The entire 
island shall soon be decked in light, 
colours and decorations. I love this time of 
the year. There is excitement, fun, events 
and so much to look forward to!

MY favourite 
librarian at 
school and I 
have a sacred 
tradition that 
we have kept 
up for nearly 
six years. Each 
time we meet 
together, we 
calculate the 
number of 
days till the 
next holiday. 
Today marks 
two days till 
the winter 

break Miss Eman!
I can’t speak for everyone, but 
personally the winter holidays are my 
ultimate favourite time of the year. Days 

are shorter so technically I can 
sleep for longer hours with the 

excuse that it is still ‘night 
time’. If the sun isn’t awake 
then I don’t see why I need 
to be. 
Big advertisements of 

seasonal hot chocolate 
in the windows of cafes, 

Christmas decorations 
donning the ceilings of shops 

and the pending moment where we 
can officially say ‘New Year, new me’ for 
the fourth year in a row, is just a fraction 
of the little tidbits that make this holiday 

so special. 
Actually this holiday season is a little 
more special than the ones that we 
have had in the past couple of years 
because this month is our last month of 
the DECADE.  Wow, I lived through my 
first full decade - I need a moment to 
process this. 
The New Year is a holiday which 
entangles the bitter sweetness of 
wanting to start fresh with a strong 
sense of déjà vu. For the people 
who promised to exercise more, eat 
healthier, or sleep less on last year’s 
New Year’s Day, did you? Although a 
happy occasion, New Year’s Day 
can also be a reminder of 
the empty promises and 
disappointing turns that 
your life took in the past 
365 days. 
However, a note to all 
the people who are 
elated for keeping up 
with their resolutions 
this past year, 
Friends is leaving 
Netflix on 
the first of 
January. 
Now your day 
sucks just as 
much as your 
failures, ha ha ha. 
Happy Holidays!

BRAVE Combat Federation 
celebrated its first 
anniversary on occasion of 
the birthday of the founder 
of the organisation, His 
Highness Sheikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, above. 

Brave has brought 
overwhelming exposure 
to the kingdom as the top 
combat sports destination in 
the region. 

Within a year of 
establishment it hosted 
events across six nations 
around the world. Brave 
has also opened business 
in content creation, TV 
distribution and licensing. 

Brave Combat Federation 

has attracted partners 
across the world, including 
El Rey Network in US, 
Combate in Brazil, Venum 
in Brazil to name a few. 

Bahrain also produced the 
first film which was televised 
around the world SMILE, as 
an initiative of Brave Films, 
the subsidiary of Brave 
Combat Federation. 

Within a year of operations 
it has created a global 
impact reaching out to 135 
athletes from 32 different 
nations located across five 
continents. 

Athletes around the 
world are pouring in with 
anniversary wishes and 
birthday wishes for Sheikh 
Khalid and Bahrain will 
soon host the largest Mixed 
Martial Arts event in Asia on 
November 17 titled Brave 9: 
Kingdom of Champions. 

Hari Bhagirath, Chief 
Creative Officer.

 
TO GIVE back or to make 
a simple kind gesture has 
become so much easier and 
fun with Thirst Quenchers. 
The Coca-Cola Bottling 

Company of Bahrain will 
begin its yearly distribution 
of Arwa water and Fanta 
Citrus to the labourers 
working during this 
unforgiving heat. 

The Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company’s Thirst 
Quenchers’ annual summer 
distribution has been going 
strong for the past eight 
years. 

What started as a small 
act of kindness has now 
turned into a moment of 
celebrating the people 
that truly help build 
our communities. Our 

volunteers from different 
backgrounds and ages, 
come together, meeting at 
the Coca-Cola plant to load 
up ice-boxes and their cars 
with drinks to distribute at 
sites.

Today the Thirst Quencher 
refreshed more than 
720 workers and will be 
continuing for the next three 
weeks. 

For those who are 
interested, you can send 
an email to duduziled@
coca-cola.com.bh for more 
details. 

Dee, by email. 
WITH reference to Kristian 
Harrison’s recent glowing 
film review of Dunkirk 
and his five popcorn ‘start 
queuing’ verdict.

After all the hype of the 
film I watched it tonight and 
the script was that thin it 
could have been drafted 
on the back of a fag packet 
... or tracing paper, and it 
could have been filmed on 
Blackpool seafront.

Please, people, don’t 

waste your money going to 
the flicks to see this utter 
rubbish.

Jamie, by email.

l Editor’s note: And 
he loved Kingsman: The 
Golden Circle too. See 
Page 16 
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Call us!
3844 7588 Helpline

Visit us!
American Mission 

Hospital

Ladies, are being hurt? Or abused?

Help is available.
(domestic violence 
or sexual violence)

Open 24 hours. Free and confidential. All women welcome.

WCCI_4x2_GDN.pdf   1   6/28/16   12:10 PM

Follow Stan on Twitter @stanszecowka

IN THIS quote, I believe, 
is embedded the deepest 
essence of the work of 
the United Nations: ‘I 
disapprove of what you 
say, but I will defend to the 
death your right to say it’.

So, let’s take the 
word ‘disapprove’. 
Disapproval behaves as 
the greatest opposition 
to open discussion. And, 
essentially, this is the 
opposite of what MUNs 
should represent. 

What I propose is that 
every school Model United 
Nations, (MUN), the 
activity in which students 
learn about diplomacy, 
international relations 
and the United Nations, 
including the one that 
we shall hold over the 
next two days, should 
promote the approval of all 
opinions.

The reason is clear, 
in order that we can 

contribute and comment 
upon leading issues that 
currently shape the society 
in which our generation 
exists and must thrive.

The idea of changing the 
world by speaking is what 
keeps me going. I feel 
that these days, people, 
probably including myself, 
are very bound to their 
beliefs. 

What results is that in 
order to defend that point 
of view, they forget what 
their opinion stood for in 
the first place. 

An MUN ends up being 
an event that provides a 
platform where discussions 
happen that widen up 
views and perspectives, 
where you get a chance 

to explore domains to 
mould decisions. It helps 
you evolve into a person 
who stands for his views 
but gives the other person 
an opportunity to express 
them. The best part about 
an MUN is that it allows 
the young to develop and 
progress in their own way.

At the St Christopher’s 
Model United Nations 
Conference this year, 
I found myself in the 
honourable position of 
director of this prestigious 
gathering. It was exciting 
to gauge how our efforts 
could translate into 
something new and fun 
for the delegates as they 
acknowledged the benefits 
beyond winning and tried 
to truly embrace all that 
ChrisMUN did offer.

It is these proud 
memories I shall pack in 
my luggage when I do 
take off to university. The 

Youth 
Talk 
By 
Saamia Zia

THINKING about running 
outside in Bahrain in 
September and I start 
to pine for my English 
summer coastal and 
countryside runs, with 
scenic panoramic views 
and just a few cows, 
tractors or soothing 
Atlantic waves to keep me 
company.

Now faced with the 
tedious treadmill I am 
starting to wane from my 
running plan and feeling 
less and less motivated.  

Then a great nudge from 
a good friend to rejoin 
where it all started, with 
the lovely Ber Carton aka 
The Bare Athlete and 
my original 0-5K running 
group. It was Ber and the 
group that first got me 
pounding the pavement 
back in January and I 
could do with some new 
motivation, so despite 
the 38C and stupidly high 
humidity even at 6pm, 
off we went lapping the 
compound. 

It was hot, sweaty, 
brutal running but with the 
company of Ber and the 
other ladies the kilometres 
clocked surprisingly 
quickly. 

It was just the tonic 
needed for my running 
and although I won’t 
be participating in the 
forthcoming Ironman 

70.3 (the run is a mere 
awe-inspiring 21km) I do 
feel I’m ready to go faster 
and for longer. Also, the 
poodle and I are hoping 
the weather will cool down 
in the next few weeks so 
we can enjoy our beautiful 
scenic beach runs on the 
Nurana Island beach. 

Giggles, our family 
poodle, has been pining 
too, shaking her head 

in disbelief every time 
I reach for trainers but 
without grasping for the 
dog lead. Optimistically, 
I’m hoping the weather is 
on the turn and we both 
can bolt outside inhaling 
the salty sea air whilst 
passing fellow runners, 
dog walkers, friendly 
fisherman, wading birds 
and, hopefully, even a few 
flamingos. 

Ellissa’s 
island life
An expat wife, 
mother, artist 
and runner

September 27 - October 3, 2017

A FRIEND of the 
Whisperer recently 
found this dead turtle 
on a Bahrain beach 
amongst a load of 
plastic. Perhaps 
it’s time we joined 
the growing global 
campaign to ban plastic 
bags for a start?

You don’t know me; I know you, I know  
what’s being said about you. I’m the  
‘whisperer’. I am socially mobile: Arab, Brit,  
Indian, Pakistani, American and the rest, they all  
invite me and share their world with me. Not  
much gets past me but if you think it may have  
done, email me on . . .

...editor@gulfweekly.com
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Write to the editor

Zaidaan Zia Siddiqui, 15, studies at St. Christopher’s School. Although he is fascinated 
about science, he is more inclined towards physics. He would like to explore the 
depths of space and is especially captivated by the mysterious ‘dark matter ‘. In his free 
time, he likes to fight zombies, ancient pharaohs and Greek gods on the PlayStation. He 
also enjoys travelling, reading, swimming, chess and writing.

Athena Puri, 17, studies at St Christopher’s School. She is interested 
in studying marketing, finance and management and has begun 
applying to different universities. She loves to read and her favourite 
authors are Khaled Hosseini and Liane Moriarty. She is also extremely 
passionate about art and enjoys painting and drawing in her free time. 

‘TIS THE SEASON

HI Everyone!
There’s heaps of activity happening in RIA Institute’s kitchen this 
week as the staff and students are baking their annual festive 
cookies.  Of course I’m not allowed anywhere near them because I 
would scoff the lot!  
Hurry on down to RIA’s Festive Cafe for your packet of gingerbread 
and butter cookies for a donation of 500fils. They’ll make you a cup of 
tea as a thank you. Don’t forget to buy an extra pack for me – I’ll give 
you a sloppy kiss if you do! Happy holidays and a huge woof to you.
This email was sent by Sarah Clarke, founder of Baloo’s 
Buddies, as narrated by Baloo, the rescue chocolate lab with a 
rumbling tummy.
PS: Baloo is very grateful to BMMI for donating the ingredients 
to make the cookies as he is really hungry all the time.

AND it is still the road ahead of me. 
And it is still the night 
daunting the sky. 
The distance to be travelled seems to be endless 
for the urge to arrive. 
The scenery changes around, 
diving into a wall of fog. 
The soul haunted by your eyes, 
Saddened I; 
feeling warm swathed in a cloak of lies. 
With crumbled sentences, 
dropped like dead weights 
over my indecisive and half-closed lips. 
With nowhere to go, 
I stumble into thorns of what we once called love. 

By Nasreen AlHussain

Poetry corner
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crust & crema
cerebrally

DOWN
1. Be hypocritical (9)
2. Insufficient (9)
4. Debauchee (4)
5. Trust (5)
6. Protector (6)
7. Profanity (4)
9. Weighty (5)
11. Large box (5)
12. Controversial (9)
13. Enterprise (9)
17. Bewildered (5)
19. Motorist (6)
22. Pungent (5)
23. Shape (4)
24. Faculty head (4)

crossword break

darn tough sudoku So you think you’re good enough at Sudoku to crack this baby?  Remember, we were the first in 
the Gulf to bring you this bit of Japanese mayhem...so we don’t kid around

who, what,  
where, when

Darn Tough SudokuLast week’s sudoku

darn tough sudoku

Su
do

ku

     Solutions in next week’s issue.

Su
do

ku

CROSSWORD BREAK:

Across: 1 Tell; 3 Estimate; 
8 Nick; 9 Precious; 11 
Affectionate; 13 Larder; 
14 Stifle; 17 Interminable; 
20 Aromatic; 21 Limb; 
22 Preceded; 23 Fete.
Down: 1 Tentacle; 2 
Lucifer; 4 Strain; 5 
Inconstant; 6 About; 7 
Easy; 10 Accelerate; 12 
Resemble; 15 Febrile; 
6 Imbibe; 18 Noose; 19 
Wasp.

JUST SO:  A thousand 
and one nights, Australia, 
Circle of wagons, Hand in 
glove.

WHO, WHAT, WHERE, 
WHEN: The mascot, a 
dog; Akela; Kennington 
Oval; 1971; Robert 
Powell; Worms Head; 
Alaska; 1932.

WHO ... was UK Labour Minister of Health 
between 1945-51?

WHAT ... is in the centre of the flag of Argentina?

WHERE ... is Schiphol Airport?

WHEN ... were Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker 
shot and killed?

WHO ... won the 1984 Pulitzer Prize for Drama 
for his play Glengarry Glen Ross?

WHAT ... was the nickname of the Chicago White 
Sox baseball player Joseph Jackson?

WHERE ... is the Australian soap Neighbours set?

WHEN ... did Shergar win the Derby?

Last Week’s 
Leisure Solutions

just so
ACROSS
3. Abundance (9)
8. Detail (4)
9. Mortify (9)
10. Evening party (6)
11. Offspring (5)
14. Damp (5)
15. Document (4)
16. Submit (5)
18. Territory (4)
20. Cognisant (5)
21. Handle (5)
24. Go away (6)
25. Transformed (9)
26. Aspersion (4)
27. Unwise (9)

Your 
work  
pad 
space 
...
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MotoringWeekly
Steering you to the best deals on wheels

By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

MOTORING REPORT

THERE are few 
badges that can 
even compare 

to the iconic status 
of Mercedes-Benz. 
Everyone who is anyone 
has owned and driven a 
car from the badge, and 
for good reason. The 
Mercedes motto is: “Das 
Beste oder Nichts” which 
literally means – “the 
best or nothing”. 

My own short career as a 
motoring reviewer started 
with the Mercedes A-Class 
and this week, I got my 
second taste of Mercedes-
Benz magic as I test-drove 
the new GLE 450 SUV. 

I fell in love at first glance 
with the AMG styling and the 
20-inch light-alloy wheels. 
Getting in, the first thing 
I noticed was the brown 
walnut trim and the espresso-
brown artificial leather seats. 
And as I started the car, it 
softly purred awake, with a 
light green (customisable) 
ambient lighting flowing 
through the car. 

As I took the 4matic 3.0-
litre 367hp silent beast out on 
the road, I couldn’t help but 
ruminate on the quality that is 
a given with any Mercedes. 

It’s a given that every 
Mercedes will give you a 
smooth well-engineered 
squeak-free ride, with 10,000 
welds per car to ensure 
no nut or bolt gets loose, 
assembled by a single highly-
qualified technician trained in 
Mercedes-Benz’s “one man, 
one engine” philosophy. 

Majestic 
Mercedes

It’s a given that you will 
be highly comfortable 
in the ergonomic seats, 
designed with the support 
(pun intended) of orthopedic 
surgeons. 

It’s also a given that you are 
not just driving a car. You are 
driving a legacy. There is an 
unspoken respect on the road 
for a car driving under the 
badge of the world’s first-ever 
officially licensed automobile 
driver. 

But, the GLE 450 is not just 
about the given base line. It 
has features built-in that seem 
so simple yet logical that you 
quickly get used to having 
them around. The highlight of 
these was the Mercedes-Benz 
User Experience (MBUX) on 
the 12.3-inch touchscreen. 

This time around, I wanted 
to really put the assistant 
through the works, so I set up 
a profile, inputting my height 
and age, and connecting my 
smartphone via a simple tap 
against the NFC charging pad 

road, I missed the 9G-Tronic 
advanced transmission, the 
silent but deadly transmission 
flowing power throughout the 
machine. And as three drivers 
from our neighbouring 
country cut me off, I missed 
the Lane-Assist, blind spot 
monitoring and the most 
surreal feature of all – the 
Parktronic parking assistance 
that automatically finds 
nearby parking spots and then 
auto-parks for you! 

It genuinely felt like I was 
sitting in a luxury space 
shuttle at times, especially 
with the heads up display, 
showing me the speed and 
navigational instructions right 
on the windshield. The only 
minor point of contention I 
had was that the vehicle only 
had USB C ports, not legacy 
USB interfaces. 

In the evening, as I drove 
back, I was sad to hand the 
car back over because once 
you have driven a Mercedes-
Benz, everything else just 
looks... pedestrian.

The GLE 450 is available 
at the Al Haddad Motors, 
starting at BD 31,500. Call 
1778 5454 to book your 
test drive today!

in the front console. 
Automatically, the seat 

and steering adjusted to the 
perfect position, letting me 
know that there was room 
to store two more preferred 
positions for anyone else who 
may drive the car. 

The thing about the 
MBUX is not just the 
Burmester-surround sound 
entertainment, quick 
navigation or highly-detailed 
built-in diagnostic tools; what 
really stands out is that the 
system genuinely becomes 

your assistant, getting to 
know you based on your 
habits, the music you listen to 
and your interactions with the 
MBUX system. 

For example, a few hours 
after setting up my profile, 
as I waited in Bahrain’s 
atrocious afternoon traffic, a 
note popped up, suggesting 
a “Refresh experience” since 
I had been stationary for so 
long.

Obviously, I said yes, and 
the next thing I knew, the 
seat’s cooling system turned 

on, the internal climate 
control created a breezy 
experience and the seat 
started to give me a gentle 
back massage!

I felt refreshed and headed 
off with our photographer 
to get some photos done. 
But, really, one does not 
really know one has driven 
a Mercedes, until one drives 
another car afterwards. 

As I got into my own car, 
I immediately missed the 
massive panoramic sliding 
sunroof. As I got back on the 
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By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

MOTORING

PROPERTY 
FOR SALE

DURRAT 
AL-BAHRAIN

3 bedroom villa
Built-up area 300 sq.m

Price BD 165,000/- Neg.
Ref. VI968

 Tel: 17298210

HALA TOWER 
2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT

2 BATHROOMS
BUILT-UP AREA 115 

SQ.M
PRICE BD 65,000/-  

Tel.: 17298210

JUFFAIR
2 bedroom apartment
Built-up area 148 sq.m

Price BD 75,000/- 
NEG. Ref. AP885
Tel.: 17298210

For further details on these vacancies or for more information on our services 
please contact us on +973 17565363 or email a Word format CV to

one of our experienced consultants at  jobs@gulfconnexions.com 
For more jobs kindly refer to our website:  www.gulfconnexions.com  

Applications will only be considered if you have the relevant experience and 
your skill set match those required and stipulated within the advert text

Gulf Connexions is excited to have a brand new position available with a 
client that specialises in changing and reforming governmental practices. 
They are a government agent used to improve efficiency and ultimately 
deliver better outcomes for citizens. They have chosen Gulf Connexions to 
support their human resource team with their current recruitment drive 
across the region. They are currently looking for a Graduate Consultant who 
can support a team of experienced government practitioners who have 
worked at the heart of the U.K. Government.
If you are a recent graduate from a top tier university and have a passion for 
political/government change and enjoy working in a fast-paced team, 
combined with the working with a diverse set of individuals, then we believe 
our client is the place for you.

Responsibilities:
• To foresee changes in the market and prepare our clients to lead the market.
• Prepares concise and accurate written responses to research requests.
• Execute pre-defined data queries; validate results, and provide a draft report 

review.
• Develop and maintain collaborative working relationships with others. Serve as a 

member on a team project or working on a group project.
• Providing advisory services and direction to management officials on the execution 

of administrative activities.
Requirements:
• Bachelor’s degree, Preferred experience in the following areas: Computer 

Science, Information Systems, Accounting, Finance, Business, Economics, Politics 
, International Relations or Data Analytics

• Graduated with a 2:1 or higher (GPA 3.1 or higher)
• Demonstrated leadership ability.
• Strong project management skills, including organization, planning and 

execution, analytical and problem-solving skills.

Send your application to jola.a@gulfconnexions.com with the subject 
"Graduate Consultant - Bahrain".

Due to the high number of inbounds applications for this role, please note 
that we are only able to connect with shortlisted candidates. If you do not 
hear from one of our recruitment team in the next 10 days please consider 
your application unsuccessful on this occassion.

GRADUATE CONSULTANT - BAHRAINL A B O U R 
ACCOMMODATION for 
rent at Sitra, one building 
up to 500 people. Tel: 
39886004. (B201803/0061)
WAREHOUSE/ STORE for 
rent 2100sqm, 1080sqm 
& 300sqm. Tel: 39886004. 
(B201803/0061)
S A L M A B A D 
COMMERCIAL flat for 
rent BD120/- Tel: 3988600. 
(B201803/0061)
WORKSHOP FOR rent at 
Sitra industrial area suitable 
for aluminum/ carpentry 
work with mezzanine  
BD800/-. Tel: 39886004. 
(B201803/0061)
WORKSHOP for rent 
suitable for aluminium/ 
carpentry workshop. Tel: 
39886004. (B201803/0061)
SHOP FOR rent, good 
for mini market, Hoora/ 
Gudaibiya. Tel: 39886004. 
(B201803/0061)
SEEF BUILDING for rent 
suitable for dental/ general 
clinic. Tel: 39886004. 
(B201803/0061)
COMMERCIAL VILLA 
for rent at Muharraq, 
suitable for office/ institute 
BD900/- Tel: 39886004. 
(B201803/0061)

SUKOON TOWER:
Fully-furnished 3 bedroom 
apartment 3.5 bathroom
Price BD 900/- (Inclusive) 

 Ref. AP809

MANAMA:
Semi-furnished 2 bedroom 

apartment
1 bathroom Price BD 240/- 

(Inclusive) Ref. AP865

TUBLI:
Semi-furnished 6 bedroom villa 

5 bathrooms Price BD 900/- 
(Exclusive) Ref. VI1009

TALA ISLAND:
Fully-furnished 1 bedroom 
apartment 1.5 bathrooms
Price BD 350/- (Exclusive)  

Ref. AP999

For more information contact: T: +973 1729 8210  
E: admin@starrealestate.bh

PROPERTY 
FOR RENT

SHOWROOM 
 for rent at Exhibition 

road, Gudaibiya
Tel: 39886004

SITUATIONS VACANT

LAST month, 
Tesla unveiled 
its Cybertruck 

and the Lost in Space 
looking four-wheeler 
is picking up adoration 
for its functionality and 
futuristic aesthetics.

It wasn’t love at first 
sight for many motoring 
enthusiasts as the truck 
looks clunky and ugly 
to most. However, Elon 

Truck of the future
Musk had tweeted that the 
inspiration “partly” came 
from the transforming 
1976 Lotus Esprit submarine 
car from the 1977 James 
Bond film The Spy Who 
Loved Me...a vehicle that 
he purchased at auction in 
2013 for £616,000, which is 

around BD305,000 today. 
I guess it’s true what they 

say – beauty really is in 
the eye of the beholder. 
However, its functionality is 
what makes this high-tech 
pickup truck a star.

Apparently, the truck will 
be able to carry a full 4×8 
sheet despite its smaller 
bed – thanks to a ‘flip stop’ 
feature on the tailgate. 
The electric pickup truck 

is equipped with a full-
size 6.5 inch bed. That is 
a whole two more inches 
that the Rivian R1T electric 
pickup.

The utility Cybertruck 
will also offer up to 14,000 
pounds of towing capacity 
(tri-motor version), 120- and 
240-volt outlets that can be 
used to supply power tools 
without use of a generator, 
an on-board air compressor, 

adaptive air suspension and 
a motorised roll-out cover 
that secures the bed which 
Tesla calls “the vault”. It 
will also consist of a special 
tie-down system that allows 
people to insert anchor or 
mounting points in various 
positions and the ability to 
go from 0 mph to 60mph in 
less than 2.9 seconds (tri-
motor version), 4.5 seconds 
(dual-motor), or 6.5 seconds 

(single-motor rear-wheel 
drive).

The exterior is made of 
the same stainless steel 
used in the Starship rocket 
developed by SpaceX and 
it’s bullet-proof, resistant to 
9mm bullets. The vehicle’s 
design allows Tesla to 
cut down massively on 
production costs, achieving 
an entry-level price point of 
$40,000.
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MotorSport
The home of motor racing news in Bahrain

MOTORING 
enthusiasts 
interested in 

putting their vehicles 
through its paces in 
a world-class racing 
facility can enjoy Bahrain 
International Circuit’s 
(BIC) thrilling turns 
and corners during its 
popular Open Track Day, 
set for December 27.

Speed demons can have a 
fun Friday in Sakhir pushing 

Fun in the fast lane
By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

MOTORING

Athletes from around 
the world are set to 
put their strength and 

conditioning skills to the test 
this weekend in a challenging 
CrossFit competition, writes 
Mai Al Khatib-Camille.

The ELFIT Bahrain 
Throwdown, which will be 
staged at Marassi Al Bahrain 
Beach from 7am to 7pm and 
is held under the patronage 
of Ayman Almoayyad, the 
Minister of Youth and Sport 
Affairs, will feature 276 
athletes aged 15 and above 
competing for glory and cash 
prizes.

CrossFit is an effective 
exercise regimen and lifestyle 
that flourished within the 
kingdom. It has attracted 
several health and fitness 
fanatics to take up the 
programme which includes a 
mix of aerobics, calisthenics 
and Olympic weight lifting. 

Bader Alalawi, owner of 
Unilimited Plus Crossfit 
and organiser, explained: 
“CrossFit is known as 
a physical exercise and 
a competitive fitness 
sport. It is a strength and 
conditioning programme 
that aims to improve overall 
fitness by performing varied 
functional movements at 
high intensity.

“The great thing about it is 
the CrossFit community – it’s 
a strong and encouraging one 
that helps push limits. It’s 
also an inviting community 
that encourages all ages 
from children to seniors to 
participate in the exercises 
and improve their overall 

their cars or bikes to the limit in a 
safe and controlled environment.

Aspiring racers are expected to 
uphold their driving etiquette on the 
5.412km Grand Prix Track, with 
no close or aggressive overtaking 
involved. 

Overtaking is by invitation between 
corners and driving is monitored, 
with poor or dangerous driving dealt 
with swiftly by officials.

Friday’s Open Track Day will be 
scheduled from 4pm until 11pm and 
registration is from 8am onwards. It 

is priced at BD94.500 for a full day 
(six sessions) and BD68.500 for a 
half day (three sessions). There is 
also an option of a single session for 
BD31.500 (30 minutes).

Also set to be held as part of 
the Open Track Day is the Jaguar 

Experience for BD63 (one hour).
For more information on Open 

Track Day, visit the circuit’s official 
website ww.bahraingp.com or 
call the BIC Hotline on +973-
17-450000. Also, follow BIC’s 
official social media accounts 

on Facebook (facebook.com/
OfficialBahrainInternationalCircuit), 
Twitter (twitter.com/BAH_Int_
Circuit), Instagram (instagram.
com/bah_int_circuit) and YouTube 
(youtube.com/bahrainbic) for 
regular updates.

SportsNews

Test your strength

health and well-being.”
While there have been 

CrossFit competitions staged 
on the island in the past, 
according to its organisers, 
“this is the first time a 
competition of this size is 
taking place in Bahrain.”

Mohamed Alkhaja, project 
manager of the event, said: 
“ELFIT started in Egypt, and 
it was an idea to host high-
scaled CrossFit competitions 
in the MENA region. It grew 
and became one of the most 
important and recognised 
events in the region and 
internationally with 30 plus 
events taking place in Egypt 

and more than 5,000 athletes 
competing. It was time to 
switch things up and take this 
competition to a new home. 
Thus, this is the first time any 
ELFIT event is held outside 
of Egypt.

“This competition attracts 
many athletes and it’s on 
their calendars every year to 
attend. Since its being hosted 
in a new location, people are 
even more excited to get a 
sense of the sports and fitness 
scene on the island. We have 
athletes registered from 41 
countries including Kuwait, 
UAE, UK, US, South Africa, 
Iceland and more. The vibes 

will be great and 
working out outdoors 
always has its special 
feel.”

The competition 
consists of five 
workouts that will 
qualify contenders 
to the semifinals, 
followed by a final 
that will crown 
the top three of 
each division. 
The divisions 
include individual 
males, individual 
females, male teams 
and mixed scaled 
teams. First place 

will receive BD450, 
second will get BD300 

and third will be 
awarded BD250.

Alalawi added: 
“All workouts are 
programmed and 

customised to this 
competition through 
our technical partner 
Prepared, which is 
run by Phil Hesketh 
two times CrossFit 
Games athlete.

“We want to 
showcase the 
Bahraini CrossFit 
community. We 

have athletes 
representing 

58 
different 
facilities 

and 
affiliates. 

We would also 
like to introduce 

Bahrainis to the sport 
and invite them to be 
part of this fitness and 

health lifestyle. 
“This is the start for many 

competitions to follow with 
the objective of spreading a 
healthy lifestyle and showing 
people that they can do it, 
whilst giving them the space 
to try and push their limits 
and get out of their comfort 
zone in a way that’s gradual 
and considerate to their 
conditions and lifestyle.”

There will be a DJ, 
entertainment and 20 
vendors selling food and 
beverages as well as sports 
products on the sidelines. 

Alkhaja added: 
“Registration is complete 
and closed at the moment. 
Athletes had to go through 
qualifiers workouts and 
based on their performances 
they were accepted or 
rejected. People can still 
attend the event, get a feel 
of what it is and be on the 
lookout for the next events 
that will take place in 
Bahrain.”

A throwback from a previous event

Alkhaja

Alalawi
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HOLLY Lawrence, 
a member of 
the Bahrain 

Endurance 13 team, 
has scored a hat-trick, 
winning her third 
consecutive title at the 
Ironman 70.3 Middle 
East Championship 
Bahrain.

With His Majesty King 
Hamad greeting her at the 
finish line, Lawrence stopped 
the clock in three hours, 52 
minutes, 51 seconds.

Lawrence came out of the 
1.9km swim sandwiched 
between two fellow British 
athletes, Lucy Hall and Jodie 
Stimpson. She dictated the 
pace on most of the 90km 
flat and fast bike leg. When 
the lead women came off 
their bikes within 15 seconds 
of each other, Lawrence 
got to work assuming the 
lead on the concluding half 
marathon. Only Stimpson 
could challenge her, or 
so it seemed as Lawrence 
preferred to stay by her 
shoulder than surge to the 
front. That all changed 
past the 10th kilometre as 
Lawrence opened up the 
throttle and powered away 
for the win. She broke the 
finish tape with a buffer of 

By LISA PRINGLE FROM BAHRAIN 
ENDURANCE 13

SPORTS REPORT

Survival of 
the fittest

more than two minutes to 
Stimpson, and also improved 
on her finish time from last 
year by seven minutes.

The fast conditions and 
strong competition lent 
themselves to a new world 
record in the men’s race. 
Ben Kanute of the US led 
the swim with defending 
(and eventual) champion 
Kristian Blummenfelt five 
seconds behind him then 
stayed in the lead group of 
five men through the bike 

and onto the run. Kanute 
ultimately finished sixth in 
3:37.58.

Lauren Parker showcased 
pure grit and spirit as she 
returned to the 70.3 distance 
in the PC category. The 
Middle East Championship 
aims to promote inclusion 
and participation in 
endurance sport, enabling 
differently-abled athletes to 
race on the same course and 
distance. This the Australian 
did with aplomb, finishing in 
4:20.54.

His Highness Shaikh 
Nasser Bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa made his comeback 
to racing at the Ironman 70.3 
Middle East Championship 
Bahrain after taking a well-
deserved break since racing 
in last year’s Ironman World 

Championship. He finished 
in 4:06:51.

His Majesty crowned 
Shaikh Nasser for his 
success as well as Lawrence 
for her achievement and 
Philip Graves for claiming 
the men’s crown in 
3:42:20. His Majesty also 
crowned winners in other 
categories including Kristian 

Blummenfelt who clinched 
first place in 3:42:20 hours, 
Daniel Baekkegard who 
came second clocking 
3:43:02 hours and third 
place Casper Stornes who 
clocked 3:43:46 hours.

The King also honoured 
Stimpson who came in 
second with 3:55:29 in 
the women’s category and 

Claire Hann who finished 
third with a time of 3:55:51.

Bahraini triathlete 
Mohammed Isa Al Ghais 
also finished first at the 
GCC level, clocking 
3:56:44 hours.

For further information 
on the Bahrain Endurance 
13 team, visit www.
bahrainendurance13.com

CYCLING AHEAD: Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa cheering on Shaikh Nasser

His Majesty with Olympic 
champion Mo Farah

WINNING 
SMILE: 
Lawrence 
crosses the 
finish line

Shaikh Nasser
The cycling leg

Getting ready for 
the swim
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WHEN a nation 
wins its first 
ever major 

football trophy it is 
almost certainly a story 
that will live long in the 
memory.

It creates heroes that will 
last a lifetime and it tends to 
result in the local flag seller 
turning up next week with 
new trainers and a fancy 
watch. Once they have finally 
managed to stop celebrating, 
Helio Sousa and his team 
will get a chance to reflect 
on what may be the craziest 
experiences of their lives. 

Normally it would be the 
final game or lifting the 
trophy itself that would stick 
out in the mind but Bahrain’s 
climb to ultimately become 
champions of the 24th Gulf 
Cup was every bit as difficult 
and bizarre as it was exciting. 
Pre-tournament Bahrain 
were only one of two teams, 
Yemen being the other, to 

RED KNIGHTS

HEROES’ WELCOME: The team 
upon its arrival in Bahrain

Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa celebrates the historic 
victory with the team

Al Rumaihi in action

By DAN GRIMES
VOICE OF SPORT

One of the players 
doing the victory lap 

with Coach Sousa 
on his shoulder

have not secured a Gulf Cup 
title and had been labelled the 
perennial runners-up having 
finished second on four 
occasions.

Winding the clocks back to 
just a month ago, Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates had not 
even entered the eight-team 
regional tournament due 
to political tensions. The 
three countries had said they 
would avoid the last edition 
of the tournament until it 
was eventually moved to 
Kuwait and many thought 
this one would follow suit. 
Fortunately on November 13, 
an agreement reached and all 
nations were included again.

Then on the evening of 
November 30, Bahrain Coach 
Helio Sousa’s men probably 
had one eye on flight times 
back home. They had become 

vilified after a 2-0 humbling 
by eventual runners up Saudi 
Arabia. It left them with just 
one point, without a goal 
scored from their opening 
two group games and needing 
results to go their way in both 
of the final group games being 
played. A sensational display 
that included two goals in 
the last 10 minutes against 
Kuwait saw Bahrain run out 
4-2 winners and with Saudi’s 
3-1 victory over holders 
Oman, it was enough to see 
them through to the semi-
finals. Whilst it would have 
been impossible to realise 
at that point, but a theme of 
redemption had just started to 
occur.

Of course the Red Knights 
were not going to make it easy 
in the semis either. They came 
up against Iraq and twice came 

from a goal down to still be 
level after extra time.

Saudi Arabia had already 
cemented themselves as big 
favourites following their 
dismantling of Bahrain in the 
group stages. And when, in 
the very first exchanges of the 

match, Bahrain conceded a 
penalty and Saudi’s captain, 
Salman Mohammed Alfaraj, 
stepped up to take the spot 
kick, it seemed as though the 
writing was on the wall for 
the tiny islanders…another 
second place was on its way.  

Alfaraj running forward and 
striking the bar with his effort 
from 12 yards preceded the 
eventual 68th minute winner. 
Then, Bahrain’s forward 
Mohammed Al Rumaihi 
scored for the Reds assisted 
by a nifty cross from forward 
Mahdi Faisal Al-Humaidan 
and the resultant scenes.

It was a huge disappointment 
for Saudi Arabia and their fans 
that had been looking to build 
upon their three titles, having 
last won the competition back 
in 2004. This year just wasn’t 
to be. 

On a personal note, I could 
not be happier to see Bahrain 
win! As an adopted home 
it has a special place in my 
heart. The one thing I do hope, 
however, is that all Bahrainis 
can draw from the same pool 
of strength and determination 
as that displayed by their 
heroes. After His Majesty King 
Hamad gave us all a national 
holiday, I know I needed it 
to get myself up for work the 
next morning. 

Yalla Bahrain! 
i Scan the QR code to see 

the celebrations.

Subscribe to GulfWeekly’s YouTube Channel.


