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RESIDENTS living in 
Saar may currently 
be facing queues, 

obstacles, dust and dirt as 
major road works in the area 
are carried out … but the 
ministry responsible believes 
the temporary inconvenience 
will be well worth it once 
the major dual carriageway 
scheme is completed.

The BD2,850,975 Saar Avenue 

project, which started last 
September, was set in motion to 
improve a notoriously busy stretch 
linking Budaiya Highway and 
Avenue 35, often referred to as the 
‘spine of expat land’.

Numerous compounds, 
particularly popular with expatriates 
in managerial positions and those 

working across the causeway, are 
located in the area, close to two of 
the most popular British curriculum 
schools on the island.  

The Ministry of Works, 
Municipalities Affairs & Urban 
Planning’s aim is to construct 
a dual carriageway with fenced 
medians, five-signalised junctions 
and seven bus lay-bys within the 
scheme. 

Turn to Page 2

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT
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Plans outlined as 
work progresses
From Page 1

 “With the rise of 
developments around the 
area, the traffic demand had 
also amplified so we had 
to increase the capacity of 
the road,” explained Essam 
bin Abdulla Khalaf, the 
hands-on Minister of Works, 
Municipalities and Urban 
Planning, during a recent site 
visit to Saar Avenue. 

“What we are doing is 
converting it from a single 
carriageway into a dual 
carriageway to create two 
lanes in each direction from 
the roundabout on Budaiya 
Highway up to the junction 
with Avenue 35. We are 
also working on some of the 
side roads linked to the main 
road.

“While developing and 
rehabilitating this project, the 
safety aspects for pedestrians 
are also being addressed with 
foot paths, lighting, fencing 
and crossing facilities.”

The project works include 
diversion and relocation of 
underground services, new 
street lights, ducts, road 
markings and signage. The 
work will also tackle rain-
flooding issues in the area. 

“In the process of 
rehabilitating the roads, we 
are also addressing the storm 
and water drainage situation 
which is important especially 
during the rainy season,” he 
added. 

Experts believe the number 

of cars using Saar Avenue 
will grow from 30,000 
vehicles per day to around 
58,000. 

The projects contractor, 
Jalal Al A’Ali & Sons Co 
(JASCO) construction, hope 
to complete the project 
by November. Once the 
65-week scheme has been 
completed, the ministry will 
then set out to improve other 
roads in the area, such as 
those around Budaiya.

“Hopefully, before the 
end of the first half of 
2019, we will be tendering 
the widening of Budaiya 
Highway and increasing the 
capacity from two lanes in 
each direction to three lanes 
in each direction,” added 
Essam. 

Roundabouts on the busy 
stretch of road, which often 
get jammed with traffic 
during rush hour, will be 

converted into junctions with 
traffic signals.

The ministry is aware the 
current road works will cause 
misery and has apologised 
for any inconvenience that 
it may be causing. It urges 
residents and visitors to 
continue to adhere to special 
road safety precautions set in 
place and drive with courtesy 
for other motorists and 
pedestrians.

Essam said: “We are 
basically looking into the 
objectives of the drivers, 
pedestrians and residents in 
the area.”

Stalwart Saar residents, 
such as Paul Sabberton, 
are taking it in their stride 
despite enduring heavier 
congestion at peak times. 
Paul, a general manager for 
a construction company in 
Saudi Arabia, said: “The road 
works are obviously causing 
an increase in commute time, 
with it sometimes taking as 
long as five minutes to pull 
out of our road opposite Saar 
mosque onto Saar Avenue. 

“However, whilst it may 
be a small inconvenience 
now, I’d much rather have 
a few months of congestion 
followed by many years 
of smooth-flowing traffic 
because it has been a 
problematic area for a while 
now. Especially for parents 
making school runs or those 
travelling to and from the 
causeway.”PLANNING AHEAD: Minister Essam with site engineers and, below, work in progress
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First look at 
canal project
THE first artist’s 

impression of a 
major new canal-

side development 
has been released, 
highlighting what the 
location will look like 
once work has been 
completed, writes Stan 
Szecowka. 

It also captures the project’s 
potential to attract residents, 
businesses and tourists.

Ithmaar Development 
Company (IDC), the 
development manager for 
Dilmunia at Bahrain, recently 
announced the award of the 
$4.5 million early works 
package for the latest project.  

The Grand Canal will cut 
through the entire stretch of 
Dilmunia in a semi-circular 
route, making it Bahrain’s 
largest man-made water body 
and providing breathtaking 
vistas to surrounding 
developments, as well as one 
of the kingdom’s longest 
continuous promenades.

Mohammed Khalil Alsayed, 
the CEO of IDC, said NSCC 
International has been 
appointed for the execution of 
the early works after a robust 
tendering process.

The company is a respected 
Abu Dhabi-based contractor 
working in the field of 
foundation engineering, 
ground improvement, onshore 
marine works and horizontal 
directional drilling, and 
already boasts successful links 
to other projects on the island. 
NSCC’s track record in the 
GCC includes works in Abu 
Dhabi, Dubai and in Bahrain, 
where it was engaged for two 
tower projects in Bahrain Bay.

Khalil N. Khouri, the CEO 
of NSCC International, added 
that its experience in executing 
projects was ‘a testament’ to 
its experience.

Jean-Claude Bejjani, the 

project director of Dilmunia, 
added that the awarded works 
consisted of soil improvement, 
soil levelling and contiguous 
pile works.  

These were targeted for 
completion by the middle 
of next month and came 
preparatory to the construction 
of the Grand Canal which will 
feature public promenades, 
geysers, water fountains, water 
walls, cascades, boardwalks 
and viewing decks.  

With a total length of 
1.7kms, and a width spanning 
15m to 35m throughout, the 
canal will have sea water 
pumped in around the mid-
point of the canal with the 
water flowing via gravity in 
two opposing directions of the 
entire canal.

The commencement of the 
works has ‘set the tone’ for an 
upcoming attraction IDC says 
it is set to unveil shortly. 

Dilmunia already offers 
a range of residential and 
commercial amenities, with 
development’s completed 
including The Treasure by 
Bin Faqeeh Development 
Company, The Essence of 
Dilmunia by Ahmed Al Qaed 
Group and Seavilla by IDC. 

And, projects under 
construction include the 
Canal-View by Naseej, 
The Hanging Gardens by 
Ahmed Al Qaed Group, Al 
Tijaria Resort Project - The 
Commercial Real Estate 
Development, and the 
Mall of Dilmunia, a family 
entertainment facility set for 
completion in December.   

Once completed the $1.6 
billion Dilmunia Project will 
be a mixed-use development 
built on a man-made island 
off the coast of Muharraq 
featuring residences, a hotel 
and leisure and shopping 
districts anchored around a 
health and wellness cluster.  

WATER FEATURE: An artist’s impression 
and, below, signing the deal

LUXUMPTUOUS 
/ lux-ump-shu-us / noun 

The luxurious setting and scrumptious variety of
cuisine available at Four Seasons Hotel Bahrain Bay.

Some things are better understood once experienced.
A truly unique indulgence every Friday at Bahrain Bay Kitchen where the 

aroma of flavour rich dishes blend perfectly with the melodical sounds of live 
entertainment at our themed brunches. Add complementary access to Kids For 

All Seasons and you’ll need a whole new word to describe your weekend.

Experience it yourself
Reservations: (973) 1711 5500   fourseasons.com/bahrain



DEDICATED 
employee 
Jameela Al Nooh 

has been rewarded for 
her sterling efforts in 
the workplace with a 
shiny set of magnificent 
wheels presented to her 
by her bosses.

The 49-year-old mother-
of-three now arrives at the 
company premises in a 
sporty, sky blue Mercedes 
Benz CLK as a ‘thank you’ 
for more than 25 years of 
dedicated service to custom-
made furniture business 
Komandor Middle East.

Jameela, who lives 
in Sanad, close to the 
showroom in Riffa, was 
stunned by the generous gift 
which came at a difficult 
time for her as she tragically 
lost both her parents 
recently.

“I couldn’t believe it,” 
she told GulfWeekly. “It 
was such a surprise. This is 
something you would never 
expect and I’m so grateful 
for being appreciated in 
such a manner. It was a very 
proud moment for me and 
my family. 

“My company has 
supported me from the 
moment I joined them and 
recently it’s been a difficult 
time as I lost my father and 
mother.”

Showroom manager 
Jameela says chairman 
Raj Damani and his family 
treat the whole team like an 
extended family and they 
have ‘always considered me 
as a part of them’.

“This was such a valuable 
and lovable gift,” she 
added. “It was such an 
unforgettable surprise too 
as all the staff were called 
in for a meeting, which 
no one was aware of what 
it was for, and then I was 
presented with the car.”

The actual value of the 
mighty Mercedes has not 
been revealed but, more 

importantly, it was the 
thought that counts. The 
gesture was celebrated by 
the whole team and Raj says 
the token of appreciation 
was well deserved. 

“During my 10 years 
in this company, I’ve 
known Jameela as a 
simple woman with strong 
work ethics, always 
setting and achieving 
goals,” said Wilma M 
Herrera, the chairman’s 
executive secretary. 
“She is dependable and 
consistently following 
through. She has a positive 
attitude, is self-motivated 
and works effectively 
with little direction. This 
car was a way to show 
our appreciation for her 
dedicated services and 
for meeting sales targets 
continuously for five years.”
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Rewarded with a Mercedes

PRIZE TIME: Yajur Damani, MD, Komandor Middle East, Jameela 
Al Nooh, Raj Damani, chairman, Komandor Middle East, Shubha 
Damani, vice chairman, Komandor Middle East and, above, 
Jameela behind the wheel

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

ShoppingTip
Al Jazira Supermarket

Organic Buontempo Rice Penne Pasta - 
6X250gms - 675 fils

Buontempo Rice Spirals - 6X500gms - 
BD1.300

Blend Bros Sugar Free Sweet Chilli Sauce 
- 12X250ml - BD1.575

Roots & Leaves Organic KNF Coconut 
Water - 12X350ml - BD1.150

Tunnocks Bucket Chocolate Waffer –4X 
500gms - BD2.730

Carrefour Hypermarket
Almarai Milk Powder Pouch 2.25kg - 

BD3.190 (MyCLUB price BD2.790)

Karami Basmathi Rice 5kg - BD2.490

Arwa Water 1.5ltr – 590fils (MyCLUB 

price 490fils)

Nadec Yoghurt 2kg – 750fils

Family Choice Chicken Breast 2kg - 

BD1.590 

Lulu Hypermarket
Jordan Pitted Green Olives/kg - BD1.350
Jordan Pitted Black Olives/kg - BD1.350
Saudi Feta Cheese/kg - BD1.150
Siniora Smoked Turkey Breast Roll/kg - 
BD6.990
New Zealand Natural Coloured Cheddar 
- BD4.490
Black Forest Cake Medium - BD3.900
Celery Detox Juice 500ml - 600fils
Note: Offers valid from tomorrow until next 
Wednesday.

Jawad Supermarket 

Libbys P/APL SLCE 3X235gm - 975fils

Ola White Oats 2X600gm – BD1.450

Filiz Pasta Vermicelli 4X400g - BD1

Libbys Baked Beans 220gm 5+1 – 

BD1.200



A talented theatre 
troupe are all set 
for the stage after 

months of gruelling 
rehearsals as they 
prepare to perform 
in front of a packed 
audience.

A community theatre 
group called Khwabgaah, 
which translates as ‘House 
of Dreams,’ was founded by 
Anupam Ramesh Kinger last 
year as a way of expressing 
her deep love of the art.

Ram Rattan Hazir Ho, 
which roughly translates as 
‘The Cry of the Courtroom,’ 
will be performed on 
Saturday at 7pm inside 
the kingdom’s prestigious 
Cultural Hall.

Anupam, who is both the 
writer and director of the 
play, said: “I hail from Delhi, 
and back in the late 1980s 
when I was at university, 
the city was a hub for Hindi 
theatre and we used to do 
lots of street plays where we 
took the Indian drums and 
went into the slums and start 
playing.

“When a crowd was 
gathered, we would do a 
small ad-lib performance 
related to an issue, whether it 
was sanitation, female health 
or whatever. 

“In 1993 I got married and 
moved to Bahrain, and theatre 
took a backseat to teaching. 
However, writing is my first 
love, so I have a collection 
of Hindi poetry and now I’ve 
started writing plays.

“Through the years, 
I have found my mind 
filling up with a number of 
stories which, I realised, 
were fermenting, waiting 
to burst out into the 
sunshine! Khwabgaah was 
conceptualised out of this 
desire to share these stories 
with the world, so that we 
could all laugh, cry and 
contemplate together.”

Khwabgaah staged its first 
presentation, Main Noor 
Bano (My Name is Noor 
Bano) at the Bapco Club in 
Awali last year, entertaining 
a 450-strong audience.

Invigorated by the 
experience, Anupam has 
worked even harder to make 
her second play even better. 
Khwabgaah is now officially 
registered as a cultural entity 
with its own CR number, 
and has secured the premier 
venue for Ram Rattan Hazir 
Ho.

The production focuses on 
the trials and tribulations of 
a middle class family and 
how the current generation 
relates to the one before and 
the one after. “It’s something 
everyone can relate to,” 
Anupam said. “I always say 
it’s easy to make somebody 
laugh or cry, but it’s very 
difficult to awaken people 
who are already awake 
… and by that I mean I 
want to make people have 
realisations about things they 

take for granted, such as, 
family, love and separation.”

The actors and actresses are 
all friends of Anupam’s, and 
she is very grateful to them 
for ‘taking the plunge’ on her 
behalf. They are all Bahrain 
residents and members of the 
Indian diaspora.

They have been rehearsing 
for seven months, meeting 
weekly, whilst in the last month 
they have met daily to go over 
their lines and hone their craft 
ready for the big day.

In addition to acting, the 
play’s music was also written 
by Anupam and she has 
enlisted a friend to sing.

If all goes well, Anupam 
plans to continue to grow 
Khwabgaah and achieve her 
true goal of reinvigorating 
theatre, something she 
considers a ‘dying art form.’ 
She explained: “Khwabgaah 
rose out of the need for a 
space where people can 
unleash their creativity, and 
can collaborate together 
to polish their concepts, to 
execute the projects and 
showcase their stories for the 
whole world to see.

“I envision it becoming an 
umbrella under which people 
with various skill sets can 
come together and help each 
other present the best version 
of their creativity, be it 
theatre or poetry or prose or 
anything else that someone 
can think of.”
l Tickets for Ram Rattan 

Hazir Ho are BD5 and 
are available by calling 
36714859, 33375010 or 
36922106. Any profits from 
the show will go towards a 
local charity. 
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Delicious & Healthy.

Using natural sweeteners and the finest Peruvian raw cacao.

RAW CANDY GDN QUARTER PAGE 12.7x18 CM ADVERT 4

Vegan Chocolate Bar + Wellness Café

PLANT BASED ORGANIC DAIRY FREE SOY FREE REFINED SUGAR FREE GLUTEN FREE

info@Rawcandyshop.com raw.candy +973 3722 3620        Mezzanine floor, Almoayyed Tower, Seef District

Making dreams reality
COMMUNITY REPORT
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

MEDICS, pharmacists and nurses will be 
gathering in Bahrain tomorrow and Friday 
to put the spotlight on major health issues 
and highlight the latest developments and 
best practice in tackling them.

The Bahrain Diabetes and Endocrine 
Review (BDER 2019), organised by Royal 
Bahrain Hospital, will take place at the Gulf 
Hotel Bahrain, Convention & Spa.

Dr Wiam Hussein, senior consultant 
endocrinologist, Royal Bahrain Hospital, 
and chairman of the conference board of 
directors, said: “The scientific committee 
has put together a comprehensive meeting 
offering plenty of learning opportunities 
in the growing and exciting field of 
endocrinology, diabetes and metabolism. 

“We have secured participation of high-
calibre international, regional and national 
speakers delivering cutting-edge clinical 
care. The meeting is also a great opportunity 
to network with colleagues at regional and 
international level.”

The latest in available therapeutics and 
technology will also been discussed.

Glenn Matfin, professor of medicine 

at MBRU College of Medicine, Dubai 
Healthcare City, who has a special interest 
in type 2 diabetes and cardio metabolic 
risk, will give a keynote lecture on recent 
advances in treatment.

Parts of the Middle East have particularly 
high rates of type 2 diabetes, which is 
related to obesity, sedentary lifestyle 
and poor diet. The endocrine system is a 
network of glands that produce and release 
hormones that help control many important 
body functions, including the body’s ability 
to change calories into energy that powers 
cells and organs. It plays a vital role in 
whether or not people develop diabetes, 
thyroid disease and a host of other hormone-
related disorders.

Diabetes under the spotlight

BEST PRACTICE: Dr Glenn and Dr Wiam

REHEARSAL TIME: Actors on stage, Anupam, keyboard player and, left, the promotional poster



ONE of the world’s 
leading tech 
experts will be 

touching down in Bahrain 
this week to deliver a 
keynote speech and 
share his thoughts and 
predictions on the global 
FinTech sector, writes 
Kristian Harrison.

Apple co-founder Steve 
Wozniak will be the star 
attraction of the kingdom’s 
‘Fintastic Week’, which will 
be held from Sunday until 
February 29, and the tech 
icon will deliver his address 
to more than 1,000 delegates 
from the worlds of business, 
government and academia.

Fintastic Week will consist 
of a series of conferences and 
seminars for experts from the 
global financial and technology 
communities. Events will 
also include best practice 
workshops for start-ups and 
fireside conversations with 
respected FinTech pioneers 
and leaders.

The highlight of the week 
will see the eighth GCC 
Financial Forum held on 
Tuesday and February 27. 
Wozniak will deliver his 
speech next Tuesday morning.

Wozniak is one of the 
heavyweights of the global 
tech industry. He founded 
Apple with Steve Jobs in 1976 
and was instrumental in the 
launch of the company’s first 
personal computers. He is also 
a leading and vocal expert 
on AI, blockchain and the 

financial technology industry 
at large.

Wozniak is particularly active 
in advocating the benefits of 
crypto-currencies, an area that 
several Bahraini start-ups are 
exploring. 

He stepped away from 
Apple in 1985 and sold most 
of his stock. Although one of 
the most respected pioneers 
of the technology industry, 
he remains sceptical about 
some aspects of his future, in 
particular artificial intelligence 
and driverless car technologies.

Last year, in an interview 
with www.desmoinesregister.
com, he said: “It’s going to 
take self-driving cars a long 
time before we trust them. 
And, I don’t think they’ll ever 
really drive themselves as long 
as they stick to human-made 
roads.

“I’ve frequently studied the 
differences between computers 
and human brains and I don’t 
believe machines are anywhere 
close to truly replicating the 
complexities of the brain.

“The thing is we don’t know 

how the brain is wired. I don’t 
believe we’re really going to 
get there. We’re not on the 
right track at all.”

Wozniak said there are still 
many things a human brain can 
do that a computer can’t. 

“I like the ‘A,’ but I don’t lie 
the ‘I’ in AI. I’d almost call it 
alien influenza.” 

Other notable speakers at 
the Bahrain event include 
Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa Al 
Khalifa, Minister of Finance 
and National Economy, and 
Louise Beaumont, co-chair of 
the Open Banking & Payments 
Working group, at Tech UK.

Khalid Al Rumaihi, chief 
executive of the Bahrain 
Economic Development 
Board, a co-host of Fintastic 
Week, said: “The FinTech 
space in the Middle East is 
growing and its opportunities 
and potential are being 
recognised by the global 

FinTech community. In 
Bahrain, we are building on 
our heritage of excellence 
in financial services by 
developing innovative new 
products and services that will 
transform how consumers and 
businesses right across the 
region approach this sector, 
and events such as Fintastic 
Week bring these fresh and 
new ideas to the table.

“As we look to diversify our 
sources of growth, FinTech 
will play an increasingly 
important role in creating 
coordinated, agile and action-
orientated economies across 
the region. That is why 
Fintastic Week is so important. 
It will bring together like-
minded individuals and 
companies who want to take 
advantage of this opportunity 
and work together to achieve a 
more financially inclusive and 
sustainable future.”
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Editor Stan Szecowka takes a look at the world of financial technology and beyond ...

FinTechFocus
@tamherebh

we are always
near you

Brains and blockchains

BAHRAIN FinTech Bay is to 
host the RegFact conference 
aimed at redefining 
regulation, in strategic 
partnership with Tamkeen and 
the Economic Development 
Board Bahrain with a 
speaker line-up that includes 
American serial entrepreneur 
Steve Kirsch, CEO of Token, 
who has started seven 
companies, and who invented 
and patented an early version 
of the optical mouse.

The event will be held 
to create a platform for 
regulatory technology 
innovation within the region 
and will be hosted on Monday 
from 8am to 4pm at The 
Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel, 
Residence & Spa, Manama 
under the patronage of the 
Central Bank of Bahrain. 

The event will be held with 
Tamkeen and EDB’s support 
as strategic partners aiming 

at creating a platform to 
discuss areas of the regulatory 
landscape in the region, 
and provide technologically 
advanced solutions to the 
ever increasing demands 
of compliance within the 
financial industry. 

RegFact is dedicated 
exclusively to the regulation 
and compliance ecosystem 
targeted at regulators, senior 
executives responsible for 
risk, compliance, financial 
institutions, technology 
vendors and industry thought 
leaders and consultants

Khalid Saad, CEO of 
Bahrain Fintech Bay, said: 
“We are excited to host our 
RegTech event, RegFact 
here in Bahrain. RegTech 
is changing the way firms 
and regulators interact, 
address and comply with 
regulations and is now a 
major theme of FinTech. As 

the FinTech ecosystem here 
in Bahrain and the wider 
region develops, RegTech 
will grow in prominence. We 
are proud of our partnership 
with the Bahrain Economic 
Development Board and 
Tamkeen to deliver RegFact.”

Dr Ebrahim Mohammed 
Janahi, the chief executive of 
the Labour Fund Tamkeen,  
stressed the importance 
of focusing on the role of 
regulation transformation as 
part of sustainability. 

“One of the most important 
elements that foster economic 

growth is the regulatory 
framework in which activities 
are able to take place,” he 
said. “We are keen to partner 
up with the EDB and Bahrain 
Fintech Bay in delivering 
RegFact; this comes in line 
with our vision to develop 
and support Bahrain’s 
ecosystem by delivering 
the benchmarkable insight 
of the leaders of RegTech 
innovation.”

RegFact will bring leaders 
leading the way in RegTech 
innovation and adoption 
to discuss the Bahrain 
Regulatory Landscape, 
regulation transformation, 
adoption and implementation 
within the region, and much 
more.  

The event will include a 
set of programmes which 
build on RegTech including 
interactive panels, speakers, 
country case studies, and an 

in-depth executive business 
training track. 

The line-up includes Khalid 
Hamad, executive director of 
banking supervision, Central 
Bank of Bahrain, David 
Parker, executive Director, 
Financial Services, Bahrain 
Economic Development 
Board and Karan Ponnudurai, 

Batelco’s group chief digital 
officer, amongst others. 

The one-day event 
will provide financial 
services players’ insightful 
perspectives, and highlight the 
significance on the processes 
relating to regulatory 
compliance in a collaborative, 
open and transparent manner. 

The man who mastered the mouse

TECH GIANT: Steve, left, 
flashback to his Apple days

REGULATORY 
TECHNOLOGY: 

Steve, one of the 
key speakers
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MOVERS and 
shakers in the 
banking industry, 

including a large number 
of central bank governors 
from the MENA region, 
will be attending 
tomorrow’s third annual 
FinTech Forum in 
Manama.

Rasheed Al Maraj, governor 
of the Central Bank of 
Bahrain, will inaugurate the 
event, which will also be 
attended by senior officials 
from the central banks of 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the 
UAE, Oman, Jordan, Egypt, 
Libya and Tunisia.

The forum, which is hosted 
by Bank ABC and Arab 
Financial Services, brings 
together internationally-
renowned thought leaders, 
practitioners and innovators 
from the FinTech and artificial 
intelligence (AI) arenas 
to discuss a wide range of 
issues including the future 
of banking, the potential 
impact of AI and how it will 
transform the future, open 
banking, crowd-sourcing and 
financial inclusion. 

ABC Bank’s Deputy Group 
CEO and AFS Chairman, 
Sael Al Waary, said: “Across 
the region, banks and other 
financial institutions are facing 
enormous disruption from 
technology. But change should 

be embraced, not feared. 
“Technology will 

revolutionise the way we do 
business. More importantly, 
it will empower people across 
the region and be a force for 
true inclusion. This forum will 
show us how.

“We have a truly magnificent 
line up of great minds to give 
us a deep perspective into 
how accelerating technologies 
are transforming our world, 
from dramatic changes in the 
banking and financial sector in 
the way we conduct our global 
business, to the wider socio-
economic impact on future 
generations.”

He’s not exaggerating. 
Speakers include Brett 
King, who was one of the 
key advisors for former 
US President Obama’s 
administration on its FinTech 
policy. Currently he advises 
CEOs of the world’s top banks 
and regulators around the 
globe on financial technology 
transformation. 

His books include Bank 
2.0, Branch Today Gone 
Tomorrow, Bank 3.0, 
Breaking Banks, and 
Augmented: Life In the 
Smart Lane. The host of a 
top-ranking radio show on 
FinTech called Breaking 
Banks is also the CEO 

and Founder of Moven, a 
successful mobile start-up, 
which raised more than 
$24 million with the first 
downloadable bank account, 
and was labelled ‘King of 
Disruptors’ by Banking 
Exchange magazine.

He will be joined on 

the podium by Anthony 
Thompson, founder of Atom 
Bank, Metro Bank and 86400, 
Henri Arslanian, chairman 
of the FinTech Association 
of Hong Kong, Dr Ayesha 
Khanna, co-founder and CEO 
of ADDO AI, and Pippa 
Malmgren, co-founder of 
H-Robotics.

Also speaking at the event 
will be David Smith, chief 
executive of Global Futures 
and Foresight, Rohit Talwar, 
chief executive of Fast 
Future, and leading business 
innovators Dan Cobley, 
managing partner of FinTech 
at Blenheim Chalcot, Qamar 
Saleem, global lead for SME 

and supply chain finance 
practice at IFC (World Bank 
Group), Alastair Lukies, 
chairman of Innovate Finance, 
Thomas Blood from Amazon 
Web Services and Steve 
Kirsch, CEO of Token.

The last MEA FinTech 
Forum in 2018 brought 
together leading and well-
regarded global experts and 
industry leaders in a highly-
engaging format of talks and 
discussions addressing the 
most pressing issues in the fast 
evolving FinTech landscape. 

Around 450 delegates 
attended the forum, and even 
more are expected to attend 
the latest edition tomorrow.

UNDERSTANDING the different 
dialects in the Arabic world will 
be the focus of attention as a new 
venture acceleration partnership is 
formed between Labiba, an artificial 
intelligence and robotic process 
automation company, and Bahrain 
Fintech Bay.

Labiba Bahrain aims to offer AI 
solutions specialised in conversational 

and voice-user interfaces for FinTech 
firms locally and regionally.

“We are extremely pleased to be 
able to work closely with Bahrain 
Fintech Bay to accelerate the FinTech 
ecosystem in this region that has a 
huge potential for the future,” said 

CEO Ali Hajjaj. 
With a focus on the Arabic 

language, Labiba, with headquarters 
in Jordan, is dedicated to creating 
machines capable of understanding 
not just formal Arabic, but all the 
different Arabic dialects used by 

customers.
Khalid Saad, CEOfficer of Bahrain 

FinTech Bay, said: “We believe 
that their advanced chatbot/solution/
platform that understands Arabic 
dialects will add tremendous value to 
the market.”

The word is out ... Arabic dialects are on cue

NEW PARTNERSHIP: Khalid and Ali
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A force for ‘true inclusion’

ARAB Financial Services 
(AFS), a payment solutions 
provider and FinTech enabler, 
has recently installed the first 
Android-based POS terminals 
in Bahrain, through its 
merchant acquiring services. 

AFS is also rolling out 
this new, market-leading 

technology across the region 
and is already live with banks 
in Oman and Bahrain. AFS’ 
portable Android POS devices 
give merchants and customers 
access to state-of-the-art tools 
for payment that can easily 
integrate with merchant’s 
existing platforms. 

These all-in-one payment 
solutions will be able to 
support international and 
domestic payment schemes 
and FinTech payment options 
including contactless cards, 
NFC, QR, biometric, Apple 
Pay, Samsung Pay and mobile 
wallets such as AFS’ award-

winning bwallet.
B Chandrasekhar, CEO of 

AFS, said: “AFS has taken 
a significant step forward 
in the merchant acquiring 
business – shaping the future 
of payments acceptance and 
leveraging our expertise 
to deliver the solutions of 

choice for businesses and 
consumers.”

AFS serves more than 75 
clients across the financial 
sector in more than 21 
countries. It is owned by 
39 banks and financial 
institutions and regulated by 
the Central Bank of Bahrain. 

New terminals installed for Bahrain’s leading merchants

Rasheed Sael Brett

PAY PLAN: Chandrasekhar

THE world’s most famous robot Sophia will be 
visiting Bahrain for the first time to attend the 
forum.

At the MEA FinTech Forum, Sophia will talk 
about the future of AI and how it will affect financial 
services. Sophia is particularly well-placed to offer 
insight into the future of artificial intelligence, and 
she will be joined at the forum by her creator David 
Hanson, founder of Hanson Robotics. 

In the last year she has received her first pair of 
working legs and learned to sing and play the piano.

Sophia was the first robot to receive citizenship 
of a country – Saudi Arabia – and the first robot 
to receive an official appointment from the United 
Nations. Sophia has been described as a ‘cultural 
icon’ and has appeared on global TV shows, in 
music videos and a feature film.

And a chance to meet Sophia



Today (February 20)
Every Wednesday is ‘Wings 
and Wisdom’ night at Big 
Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House inside Best Western 
Plus - The Olive Hotel. It’s 
a quiz night with an added 
bonus of BD10 for ‘all-you-
can-eat’ chicken wings.
Call 17360063 for details.

The Swiss-Belhotel Seef 
Bahrain is hosting a 
Mediterranean Lunch every 
day except Friday and 
Saturday, from 12.30pm-3pm 
at Swiss-Café. Priced BD6net 
per person, BD3net for 
children aged six to 12, and 
free for those under six.
For details, call 66310000.

Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain hosts a stylish yet 
rustic BBQ Experience on the 
terrace of Baharat Restaurant 
from 7pm-11pm, showcasing 
succulent ribs and Wagyu 
prime rib steak. There is also 
live music from Deux Sons. 
The BBQ buffet is BD18net 
including soft drinks and 
water, or BD24net including 
selected beverages.
Call 17171000 for details.

The Sheraton Hotel Bahrain 
hosts an evening of live 
music at An Nada Lounge 
by Filipino band Strings & 
Harmony every day except 
Saturday. This takes place 
from 8.30pm-12.30am during 
weekdays and from 8.30pm-
1.30am during weekends.
Call 17533533 for details.

Enjoy a selection of delicious 
cakes crafted by skilled 
culinary hands all day at Furn 
Bakery, located in the Westin 
City Centre Bahrain. 
Call 17171441 for details.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
famous steak night starts 
from 7pm at La Mosaique 
Restaurant priced BD18net, 
with the 1kg steak-eating 
challenge too. 
For details, contact 17531122.

Spend time with friends 
and family in an Afternoon 
Tea experience at the Ritz-
Carlton, Bahrain’s Lobby 
Lounge and Ritz Gourmet 
Lounge. Indulge in new 
items on the menu and enjoy 
the piano entertainment 
on Fridays and Saturdays. 
Afternoon Tea is served from 
3pm to 5pm priced BD21+++ 
per set.
For details, contact 17586499 
or email rc.bahrz.restaurant.
reservations@ritzcarlton.com

Treat your special someone 
to a romantic dinner by the 
sea at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain. This is staged daily 
at the sea breeze area and 
private island from sunset 
to 10pm. Priced BD350 per 
couple at the sea breeze area 
and BD500 per couple at the 
private island.

For details, contact 17586499 
or email rc.bahrz.restaurant.
reservations@ritzcarlton.com

Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s 
spa provides a refreshing 
wellness package, complete 
with a full-body massage 
followed by Vitamin-C scrub 
to help protect your skin. 
Priced BD90 for 90 minutes. 
This package is available until 
Sunday.
For details, contact 17586808 
or e-mail rc.bahrz.spa@
ritzcarlton.com

Celebrate your birthday at 
the Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s 
Gourmet Lounge where 
celebratory Afternoon Tea, 
lunch, dinner menus and an 
inclusive birthday cake are 
provided. The special menu 
is available for a minimum-
of-two and maximum of 10 
guests. This offer is ongoing 
until Sunday.
For details and reservations, 
contact 17586499.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s poolside Italian 
restaurant, Vento, is offering 
a wide selection of pizzas 
from wood-fired ovens and 
artisan pastas. Available on 
weekdays from 11.30am to 
11pm, and weekends from 
11.30am to 12pm.
For reservations, contact 
17115500.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is offering family 
spa-bonding sessions. Its 
‘Relaxed Us’ offer aids muscle 
tension, releases stress 
and promotes wellbeing, 45 
minutes for BD80. 
The ‘Beautiful Us’ offer 
is designed to cleanse, 
gently exfoliate and hydrate 
skin with a 100 per cent 
chemical-free product range 
from Australia and the UK, 
45 minutes for BD85. The 
‘Glowing Us’ offer is a special 
indulgent full-body treatment, 
45 minutes for BD85.
For reservations, contact 
17115000.

Reef Resort’s lobby café 
Chocolaterie is offering an 
array of signature teas, 
coffees, pastries, and 
delectable hand-made 
chocolates. The ideal 
venue for morning coffee or 
afternoon tea. Every day from 
4pm-6pm. Net price of BD4.
For details, call 13110110.

Reef Resort’s Tokyo Reef 

restaurant features a 
specially-created set menu 
that is offered on weekdays 
(Saturday-Wednesday, closed 
on Mondays) and guests can 
watch as the chef prepares 
sushi and sashimi before 
their eyes. The promotion is 
BD15+++ per person. 
For details, call 13110110.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
band the Eye Candies will 
entertain every evening, 
except Saturday, at 
Harvesters. 
The outlet is also dishing 
up a new Camel Burger 
and staging a Beast Burger 
Challenge which, if finished in 
the stipulated time, offers the 
meal for free, a T-shirt and 
wall of fame celebrity status. 
It runs daily from 11am to 
9pm and is priced BD8.410. 
For details, contact 17531122.

Tomorrow (February 21)
Big Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House hosts Thursday Night 
Lights from 7pm-9pm. This 
event showcases local and 
international musicians in 
Bahrain. Don’t miss American 
country legend Rusty 
Golden performing live every 
Thursday through to Sunday.
Call 17360063 for details.

There will be a Seafood 
Night at Ramada Hotel & 
Suites Amwaj Islands, every 
Thursday from 7pm-11pm. 
BD12+++ for adults, BD6+++ 
for children aged six to 12, 
children below six dine for 
free.
For details, contact 16000099 
or email dining@ramada-
manama-amwaj.com

Elite Resort & Spa hosts a 
sea & grill buffet dinner every 
Thursday and Friday from 
7pm to 11pm at Al Naseem & 
La Brasserie priced BD12+++ 
per person.
For details, contact 
17313333. 

Friday (February 22)
Check out The Crowne 
Plaza Bahrain’s new Pearl 
of Arabia-themed night 
from 7pm at La Mosaique 
Restaurant, priced BD13net, 
with a special beverages 
package available too. A 
Friday date has been added 
to the regular Saturday 
session by public demand.
For details, contact 17531122.

Big Texas Barbeque & Waffle 
House presents its ‘Small 
Town Throw Down’ brunch 
– the only five-hour brunch 
in the kingdom – from 11am-
4pm. It features a buffet and 

specific table orders. There’s 
also karaoke.
Call 17360063 for details.

Bahrain’s Sweetest Brunch 
takes place every Friday 
from 12.30pm-3.30pm at 
Le Meridien City Centre 
Bahrain’s Baharat restaurant. 
Enjoy the award-winning 
sweet and savoury 
experience for BD26net 
including soft drinks and 
water, or BD38net including 
selected beverages. Live 
music from duo Deux Sons 
accompanies the fare. Book 
for 10 people or more and 
receive 20 per cent discount. 
Call 17171144.

Enjoy a lavish dining 
experience at the Ritz-
Carlton, Bahrain’s restaurants 
by indulging in a culinary 
extravaganza at La Med, 
Italian classics at Primavera, 
exotic Indian fares at Nirvana 
and prime steaks and 
seafood at Plums. 
This will be held today from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm, priced 
BD35 per person with soft 
drinks and BD39 per person 
with selected beverages.
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

At the Gulf Hotel Bahrain 
Convention & Spa’s China 
Garden Restaurant, Chef 
Ding and his culinary brigade 
will be offering pan-seared 
Chinese delicacies.
For details, contact 
17713000 or email info@
gulfhotelbahrain.com

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
La Mosaique Restaurant 
is hosting an International 
Theme Night Buffet every 
Friday, from 7pm onwards, 
priced BD13net.
For details, contact 17531122.

A buffet is served every 
Friday from 12.30pm-4pm at 
the Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s La 
Med Restaurant, combined 
with drinks of your choice. 
Soft drinks priced BD30+++, 
special beverages priced 
BD35+++. 
For details, contact 
17586499. 

Eat and party at the Reef 
Resort’s Pool Delight with an 
unlimited seafood BBQ buffet 
accompanied by the chill out 
music from the Beat’s Zone 
band. Every Friday from 7pm. 
For details, call 13110110.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is hosting 

Friday Brunch at CUT by 
Wolfgang Puck Steakhouse 
from 12.30pm to 3.30pm. 
Priced BD26+++ per person 
including soft beverages, 
BD26+++ per person 
including extensive beverage 
package for ladies, and 
BD36+++ per person 
including extensive beverage 
package.

Also at the hotel’s CUT by 
Wolfgang Puck Steakhouse, 
a Bistro-inspired lunch is 
being hosted every day from 
12pm to 3pm. 
For details and reservations, 
contact 17115044.

Elite Crystal Hotel has a 
Friday Pool Party brunch at 
Waikiki from 1pm-8pm with 
entertainment from DJ Santi, 
DJ Smiley and DJ Goose. 
It’s free entrance for women 
with one welcome drink, 
BD10net for men with one 
complementary beverage 
and BD25net inclusive of 
unlimited selected beverages 
and grills.
For details, contact 
66666360 or 17360360.

Saturday (February 23)
The Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
Pearl of Arabia-themed night 
takes place from 7pm at La 
Mosaique Restaurant, priced 
BD13net, with a special 
beverages package available 
too. 
For details, contact 
17531122.

Spice up your weekly brunch 
with a culinary journey 
around Mexico at the Ritz-
Carlton, Bahrain’s Cantina 
Kahlo Restaurant. This will 
be held today from noon to 
4pm. Priced BD35 per person 
with selected beverages and 
BD20 per person with soft 
beverages. 
For more details, contact 
17586499 or email rc.bahrz.

restaurant.reservations@
ritzcarlton.com

A Kid’s Special Movie Time 
takes place at Ramee Grand 
Hotel & Spa, Seef’s second 
floor Banquet Hall every 
Saturday between 3pm to 
5pm. Entry costs BD2, snacks 
included.
For more details, contact 
36693693 or 36479898.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
Waves Seafood Restaurant 
is hosting a three-course 
business lunch, from 
Saturday-Thursday, 12pm 
to 4pm. The lunch is priced 
BD8net.
For details, contact 17531122.

Experience spa treatments at 
the Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
bFit Health Club. It is 
providing facials, body scrubs 
and combined packages 
to help guests relax and 
rejuvenate, while massage 
therapy focuses on alleviating 
stress and encouraging well-
being.
For more details and 
bookings, contact 17525812.

The Gulf Hotel Bahrain 
Convention & Spa is offering 
‘Art of Cooking’ classes for 
those with busy lifestyles 
who have a passion for 
food. Classes feature 
demonstrations, from the 
building blocks of culinary 
practice to mouth-watering 
menus, led by professional 
chefs. Priced BD18net, 
including lunch. Seats are 
limited, book now.
For details, contact 
17713000 or email info@
gulfhotelbahrain.com

Families can enjoy a buffet 
meal at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain’s La Med Restaurant 
every Saturday from noon to 
3.30pm. Soft drinks are priced 
BD15+++.
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6
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Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional decision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cost
DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt deal
MEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)

Arabian pipes_32590 rev.pdf   3   1/19/16   5:08 PM

Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effor t to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92

www.oilandgasnewsonline.com

The energy industry’s
trade journal for the GCC region 

Listings, lifestyle, travel, entertainment and sporting events by Kristian Harrison

Leisure       Guide

FOUR Seasons Hotel Bahrain Bay’s popular Friday Brunch 
features five unique food stations serving Arabic, Western, 
Indian, Japanese and Chinese delicacies. For dessert, 
delicious treats are freshly made in the hotel’s very own 
pastry kitchen.

Special themed occasions are also marked with a Spring 
Fair theme coming on March 1 and a St Patrick’s Day 
celebration on March 15.

Vincent Chasseignaux, director of food and beverage, said: 
“With the team we have on board and the brunch concepts 
we’re bringing to the market, we are giving our guests and 
Bahrain locals a special dining experience.”

The hotel’s brunch is available every Friday from 1pm to 
4pm. The entire Bahrain Bay Kitchen restaurant and terrace 
transforms to accommodate guests.

Special brunch occasions celebrated
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For details, contact 17586499. 

Enjoy an authentic Italian 
buffet at Ramada Hotel & 
Suites Amwaj Islands every 
Saturday, from 7pm-11pm. 
BD10net for adults, BD5net 
for children aged six to 12, 
children below six dine for 
free.
For details, contact 16000099 
or email at dining@ramada-
manama-amwaj.com

Soak up the stunning views 
from the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay’s 50th floor and 
feast on Asian delights like 
Korean Fried Chicken Bao 
Buns, Wok Fried Shrimp 
Dumplings and Brisket 
Wontons at the re Asian 
Cuisine by Wolfgang Puck’s 
Saturday Brunch. The price is 
BD19+++ and BD37+++ with 
selected beverages.
For reservations, contact 
17115046.

The Bahrain Bay Kitchen 
at the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay is staging 
a Saturday Brunch from 
12.30pm-3.30pm offering 
a wide selection of Arabic 
favourites such as Lamb Ouzi 
and cold mezzeh, priced 
BD16+++ including soft 
beverages.  
For details, contact 17115000.

Sunday (February 24)
Ramada Hotel & Suites 
Amwaj Islands is hosting a 
Ladies Breakfast for the price 
of BD4net, every Sunday until 

Thursday from 7am-11am. 
For details, contact 16000099 
or email dining@ramada-
manama-amwaj.com

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
holds an Italian Night at La 
Mosaique Restaurant from 
7pm featuring pasta, pizza 
and more priced BD13net for 
the food only and there is a 
separate beverage package. 
For details, contact 17531122.

Monday (February 25)
Check out The Crowne Plaza 
Bahrain’s new One Night 
in Bangkok-themed night 
from 7pm at La Mosaique 
Restaurant, priced BD13net, 
with a special beverages 
package available too. 
For details, contact 17531122.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
Harvesters Back to School-
themed party starts at 9pm. 
Entry is free.
For details, contact 17531122.

Tuesday (February 26)
Every Tuesday, Big Texas 
Barbeque & Waffle House 
inside Best Western Plus 
- The Olive Hotel hosts an 
authentic Tex-Mex cuisine 
with Latin entertainment from 
5pm-midnight. Each week 
there are various food and 
beverage specials to keep 
things fresh.
Call 17360063 for more 
details.

Ladies Night at the Gulf Hotel 
Bahrain Convention & Spa 

every Tuesday, where women 
receive a 50 per cent discount 
for the hotel’s lounges, spas 
and restaurants, excluding 
Raosi by Vineet.
For details, contact 
17713000 or email info@
gulfhotelbahrain.com

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain 
has a Catch of The Day 
Seafood Night starting at 7pm 
and priced BD18net (food 
only with beverage package 
available) at La Mosaique 
restaurant. 
For details, contact 17531122.

The Crowne Plaza Bahrain’s 
bFit Health Club is offering 
swimming classes every 
Monday and Wednesday. 
Classes for children aged 
eight to 11 are from 4pm-
4.45pm, classes for children 
aged five to seven are from 
5pm-5.45pm, and adult 
classes are from 6pm-6.45pm. 
The classes are priced BD40 
per month for bFit Crowne 
Plaza Bahrain members, 
and BD50 per month (eight 
sessions) for non-members. 
For bookings, contact 
17531122.

THE Wok Station is continuing to welcome in the 
Chinese New Year with its 12 Noodle Fest running 
until March 5 at the Galleria Mall, Zinj. Restaurant 
timings are noon-11pm. For reservations, call 77570570.
l See Eating Out: P11

CHINESE NEW YEAR

PREPARATIONS are in full swing for the 
latest International Family Fair celebrating 
global culture at the British School of Bahrain 
(BSB) which will be staged in the spring for 
the first time ever.

The ninth edition of the popular community 
extravaganza will take place on Friday, 
March 8, and start with a flag-flying parade 
around the school’s Hamala campus at 
10am.

A big stage will be set up on the school’s 
AstroTurf sports fields and part of the 
entertainment programme planned with be 
teasing excerpts from the coming Shrek-
inspired musical production. 

Alongside all things British and Bahraini, 
visitors will also be able to enjoy a taste of  
The Netherlands, alongside country stalls 
highlighting the rich heritage of Jordan, 
Palestine, Egypt, China, Ireland, Greece, 
Cyprus, Sudan, India, Malaysia, Turkey, 
Lebanon, Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Uruguay, Venezuela and 

Spain and others.
Students will also put on displays and 

performances dedicated to their homelands, 
alongside sporting activities and fun games. 
A marketplace with local entrepreneurs will 
also show off the enormous talent for arts 
and crafts in the kingdom. 

There’s a BD1 entry fee to the fair and 
money raised will go towards the purchase 
of ‘wish list’ extras to support the students. 
All are welcome to attend and the event runs 
until 3pm.

Excitement as school spring fair date nears

SPRING OF CULTURE

February 20
• The Sound and Light Show, 
Bahrain Fort, English version 
at 6pm and Arabic version 
at 7pm (every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday until 
April 30).
• The Golden Jubilee of 
Bahraini Diplomacy, Bahrain 
National Museum, 8am to 
8pm (daily until April 13).
• The Bahrain National 
Museum: A 30th Anniversary 
Retrospective, Bahrain 
National Museum, 8am to 
8pm (daily until May 15).
• Bahrain Annual Fine Arts 
Exhibition 45, The Arena, The 
Ritz-Carlton Bahrain, 10am 
to9pm (daily until March 30).

February 21
• Hot Potato Band, Bahrain 
International Airport Arrivals 
Hall at 7pm and Adliya 338 
at 9pm.

February 22
• Hot Potato Band, Seef Mall 
in Seef District at 5pm and 
The Avenues at 8pm.

February 23
• Hot Potato Band, Saar Mall 

at 4pm and El Mercado Mall 
at 6pm.

February 25
• Scheherazade Ballet, 
Bahrain National Theatre, 
8pm.

February 28
• Ghana Acrobatics, Riffa 
Palms next to Riffa Views at 
4pm and Adliya 338 at 8pm.

March 1
• Ghana Acrobatics, Saar Mall 
at 4pm, Seef Mall Muharraq at 
6pm and The Avenues at 8pm.

March 2
• Ghana Acrobatics, Nakheel 

Centre at 4pm and Prince 
Khalifa Bin Salman Park Hidd 
at 6pm.
• Northern Farmers of 
Bahrain, Meeting point: 
Bahrain Forrt, 9.30am to 
11am.

March 3
• Japanese Traditional Drum 
Performance, Cultural Hall, 
8pm.

March 4
• Japanese Traditional Drum 
Performance, Cultural Hall, 
8pm.
• Musical Evening: Gochag 
Askarov, Shaikh Ebrahim 
Bin Mohammed Centre for 

Culture and Research, 8pm.

March 6
• Japan Film Festival, Bahrain 
National Museum, 7pm (also 
on March 13, 20 and 27).

March 7
• Haidouti Orkestar, Cultural 
Hall, 8pm.
• Sulky M1, Nakheel Centre, 
4pm and 7pm.

March 8 
• Sulky M1, The Avenues, 
6pm

March 9
• Sulky M1, Amwaj Lagoon, 
5pm and 7pm.
• Hanbok: Korean 
Traditional music and dance 
performances, Bahrain 
National Theatre, 8am to 8pm 
(every Saturday and Sunday 
until May 5).

March 14
• Majid Al Muhandis and 
Sherina Abdulwahab, Bahrain 
Bay, 8.30pm.
• Arcis Saxophon Quartet, 
Cultural Hall, 8pm.
• The Great Wolynski, Ritfa 

Palms next to Rifia Views, 
4pm.

March 15
• Tango Live, La Fontaine 
Centre of Contemporary Art, 
7pm.
• The Great Wolynski, 
Nakheel Centre at 5pm and 
El Mercado Mall at 8pm.

March 16
• Spark!, La Fontaine Centre 
of Contemporary Art, 10am to 
6.30pm (April 15).
• Playing for Change Band, 
Bahrain Bay, 7pm.
• The Great Wolynski, Amwai 
Lagoon at 4pm and Saar Mall 
at 7pm.

March 22 and 23
• Mr Adam Almaty Symphony 
Orchestra, Bahrain Bay, 7pm.

March 26
• The Taste of Experience, 
Bahrain National Museum, 
7pm.

March 28
• Alongside You Bahrain 
Music Band Conducted by 
Maestro Khalifa Zaiman, 

Bahrain National Theatre, 
8pm.
• Steve Winwood, Bahrain 
Bay, 8.30pm.

April 2
• Sound of Korea, Cultural 
Hall, 8pm.

April 4
• Don Giovanni: Freiburg 
Baroque Orchestra, Bahrain 
National Theatre, 8pm.

April 5
• Jason Derulo, Bahrain Bay, 
8pm.

April 20 
• Traditional Fisheries Bahrain 
Fort Site Museum, 9am to 
11am.

April 27
• Day of Photography, 
Memory of the Place: Bin 
Mattar House, Full Day.

For the full schedule of events 
vnsrt www.5pringotculture.
org or @springofculture on 
lnstagram, Twitter, Facebook 
and Youtube, or call 
39900630.

Film: The Disaster Artist
Director: James Franco
Duration: 1hr 44mins
Cast: Dave Franco, James Franco
Plot: The film is set in California in the late 1990s where 
struggling actor Greg Sestero befriends amateur actor Tommy 
Wiseau. Together, they move to Hollywood to follow their 
dreams. When Hollywood rejects them, Tommy decides to 
write, direct, produce and star in their own movie The Room 
– a film that would later become notorious as being one of the 
worst ever made.

For details, call Huda Tabbara on 39682323.

CINEMA CLUB JUFFAIR (TODAY)

AN E-SPORTS tournament 
will take place at Adhari 
Park on March 1 and 2, 
with international gamers in 
attendance to scout the next 
generation of gaming talent.

Aside from various 
tournaments, there will be 
stage activities, gaming 
challenges and workshops.

THE Bahrain International 
Garden Show (BIGS) 2019, 
held under the patronage of 
His Majesty King Hamad, 
will be inaugurated by HRH 
Princess Sabeeka bint 
Ibrahim Al Khalifa, president 
of the Consultative Council 
of the National Initiative for 
Agricultural Development 
(NIAD) today. BIGS will 
then run from tomorrow 
until Sunday at Bahrain 
International Exhibition 
and Convention Centre in 
Sanabis.

An exhibition area of 
7,000sqm will host more 
than 170 exhibitors 
displaying their designs, 
products, technologies and 
innovations. The exhibition 
will also feature a local mini 
farmers market. 

A BRAZILIAN Carnival will be staged at the 
Via Brasil restaurant in Wyndham Garden 
Manama in Juffair with live entertainment 
from resident band First Class, today.

The event includes an ‘all you can eat’ 
buffet and soft drinks at BD19.900net and 
a selected beverages package at BD26net 
available from 7pm until midnight.

Call 66393054 for more details or email 
banquetsales@wyndhamgardenmanama.
com

ENJOY the festive delicacies of Punjab at 
the Wyndham Garden Manama in Juffair’s 
Jashan Asian restaurant from Friday to March 
2. An authentic set menu costs BD8+++ with 
unlimited soft drinks and BD4+++ for children 
aged six to 12. Lunch will be served from 
noon to 3pm and dinner from 7pm-11.45pm.



PARISIAN fashion 
house Paule 
Ka showcases 

nuances of Russian 
style in its pre-autumn 
2019 collection.

The label’s latest line 
takes inspiration from Leo 
Tolstoy’s fictional heroines 
such as Anna Karenine and 
Natasha Rostov as well as 
Russian prima ballerina 
Anna Pavlova. 

Other elements embodied 
in the collection include 
Slavic heritage, the scenery 
of the Bolshoi Theatre and 
the multi-coloured tiles 
of Saint Basil’s Cathedral 
which is a masterpiece of 
Moscow architecture. 

Tops, skirts, blouses, 
dresses and trousers are 
featured in a variety of 
jewel tones, gold and silver, 
toques and immaculate 
fake fur ideal for watching 
a ballet in Moscow or a 
stroll in GUM’s Russia’s 
main department store that 
boasts a variety of high-end 
boutiques.

Every outfit is embellished 
by its colour, fabric, cut or 
accessory. The buttons are 
like jewels, the trimmings 
are accentuated and the 
tweeds look like multi-
coloured mosaics. The 
clothing is unstructured, 
mixed with denim or cut in a 

contemporary way. 
The collection features 

plenty of separates to mix 
and match including tweed 
skirts, high neck, V-neck and 
cowl sweaters as well as a 
range of trousers such as the 
Cossack-style trousers. 

The shearling, long 
Mongolian wool or saffron 
faux fur are soft to the touch 
and resemble a cosy cocoon. 

Rich brocade dresses and 
tops, soft black or garnet 
velvet outfits, ruffled skirts 
or large couture knots are 
also mixed with decorative 
passementerie belts and 
clutches.

Designers have also added 
luxurious woollen guipure 
lace on long skirts and 
miniskirts with blends of 
lace and velvet. The dresses 
and ivory openwork skirts 
on tulle look elegant and 
perfect for cooler weather, 
especially when accentuated 
with ruched boots.

There are also animal-
printed sequins and quilted 
or powdery satins inspired 
by the paintings of Leon 
Bakst or the costumes of The 
Firebird. Get set to dazzle 
at the opera in Paule Ka’s 
with gold, ruby or emerald 
coloured satin or velvet 
gowns. 

Whether stepping out to 
paint the town red or admire 
the architecture and history, 
this fancy, fierce female has 
a look fit for every occasion. 
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FASHION

Muscovite vibes on display

Jalal’s timely tips on the latest trends
HUBLOT brought 

its Geneva Days 
Roadshow to 
Bahrain for the 
fourth consecutive 

year, to present its 
first novelties for 
2019 celebrating the 
‘Art of Fusion’ with 
innovative materials 
in various shapes 
and colours … with 
a special Bahrain 
edition.

Fans of the famous 
Swiss luxury 

watchmaker which 
was founded in 

1980 by Italian Carlo Crocco, 
known as ‘Hublotistas’, gathered 
at CUT, Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay, last Thursday to 
witness the new timepieces being 
unveiled and to try them out. 

David Tedeschi, regional director 
of Hublot Latin America & 
Caribbean, Middle East & Africa, 
and Dr Abdul Qassim Shirazi, 
MD of Bahrain Jewellery Centre, 
presented the new collection to 
Hublotistas and members of the 
press.

The new Classic Fusion Bahrain 
Edition is an exclusive titanium 

watch featuring the Bahrain 
emblem on the top of the cover 
and different iconic forts inside the 
cover which shields the red dial. 
There are only 45 pieces made, 
with 15 highlighting each of the 
kingdom’s main forts and cost 
around BD4,300 each.

“We are happy to be back in 
Bahrain to share our latest watches 
with members of the press and 
with our collectors whom we are 
confident appreciate our novelties. 
We are also proud to present 
the new Classic Fusion Bahrain 
Edition which celebrates Bahrain 
through its colour and images,” 
David added.

The special Bahrain timepieces 

took around one year to be made 
and delivered to the kingdom. 
Bahrain Jewellery Centre came 
with the design concept for the 
master craftsmen of Hublot to 
deliver.

The others stars of the collection 
are the new Classic Fusion 
Orlinski pieces: the Classic 
Fusion Aerofusion Chronograph 
Orlinski Red Magic, released in 
a limited edition of 200 pieces, 
is vibrant with Hublot’s patented 
red ceramic, in the colour of life 
and passion, evoking Richard 
Orlinski’s first Born Wild 
Crocodile sculpture. 

The new Classic Fusion 
Tourbillon Orlinski carves out a 
creation that is as sculptural as it 
is free. Its wide, three-dimensional 
slanted case in sapphire, King 
Gold or black ceramic unveils 
structured mechanics, displaying 
modernity in all of its facets.

Dr Abdul Qassim Shirazi 
added: “We were glad to be 
hosting in Manama again, the 
highly-anticipated yearly Hublot 
Roadshow. The novelties’ new 
combinations of materials, colours 
and shapes are a unique treat 
for our Hublot fans and new 
enthusiasts alike.” 



CHINESE New Year 
is continuing to 
be celebrated 

with a ‘12 Noodle Fest’ 
at one of the leading 
Asian restaurants on 
the island, writes Stan 
Szecowka.

The delightful dozen 
conjured up by the team of 
Wok Station chefs in Galleria 
Mall signifies the 12-cycle 
of animals, which appear in 
the Chinese zodiac related to 
their yearly calendar. 

Each is paired with fresh 
vegetables, seafood or 
meat and comes with an 
exotic mixture of spices and 
flavours to suit all tastes. 
And, the best part is that 
each noodle dish is priced 
separately and starts from 
only BD2.900.

The Wok Station has been 
the talk of the town since 
opening a couple of years 
ago, a delicious Fusion Asian 
addition to the culinary scene, 
which constantly delivers 
a stunning array of street 
favourites in its comfortable 
Zinj surroundings.

The team of chefs, which 
includes my good friends 
Sous Chef Barun and Chef 
Dorje Tamang, are now 
working alongside a Hong 
Kong-based executive chef 
who is consulting on the 
fare and adding some new 
flavoursome touches to the 
menu.

Whether thick or thin, made 
with wheat, rice or mung 
bean flour, noodles are a 
staple in Chinese cooking. 
From quick and easy starters 
to hearty mains, a dish with 
egg noodles with added 
delights, rarely fails to 
satisfy.

But they can vary widely 
according to the region 
each dish is inspired from, 
be it ingredients, shape or 
width, or even manner of 
preparation.

Chinese-style noodles 
have entered the cuisines 
of neighbouring East Asian 
countries such as Korea and 
Japan, as well as Southeast 
Asian nations such as 
Vietnam, the Philippines, 
Thailand, Taiwan, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Cambodia.

The Noodle Fest Menu 
takes all this into account 
and comes with helpful, 

clear information such as 
whether a dish is vegetarian, 
contains nuts, and how spicy 
it is to savour. The latter is 
aided by a number of chilies, 
(a bit like our FilmWeekly 
column which uses popcorn 
as a rating system – one stay 
at home, five start queuing) 
and if you like things hot, 
like I do, than go for the 
‘three chilli’ hand-pulled soft 

noodle, soy-marinated beef 
tossed in homemade kimchi 
sauce. It was absolutely 
sensational and shortly 
after placing a forkful on 
my tongue, steam started 
pillowing from my noddle.

For those who prefer 
something a little less sweaty, 
the Golden-fried chicken 
wontons with Sriacha mayo 
proved to be perfectly calm.

The healthy option of 
Hand-pulled soft noodle with 
smoked salmon and Chinese 
chive was a particular 
masterpiece and my dish of 
the day, with Stir-fry Udon 
noodle with duck tossed in 
sweet-chilli sauce, Crispy 
chicken with hofan noodle 
and the Fried-noodle with 
three style mushrooms served 
with chef’s special sauce, all 
close contenders for the title.

I cannot conclude this 
review without praising the 
impressive and informative 
service offered by restaurant 
general manager Rushpak 
Digambar and his team. 
Service with a smile but 
also some helpful tips and 
descriptions about the cuisine 
on offer.

This restaurant is also 
famed for its array of dim 
sums, a style of Chinese 
cuisine prepared as small 
bite-sized portions with an 
array of ingredients placed 
in home-made dumpling 
wrappers made of flour, 

milk and water.
To celebrate the cuisine 

another festival is being 
planned in the near future 
after some of the chefs 
return from a special training 
session in Hong Kong.

Should be fun … but don’t 
miss out on the special Wok 
Station Noodle Festival 
which continues until March 
5. Restaurant timings are 
noon-11pm. For reservations, 
call 77570570.
l Check out the festival fun 

and Editor Stan’s YouTube 
interview with Rushpak and 
Chef Dorje by placing your 
smartphone over the QR 
Code.

Noodle festival thrills
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FINE FARE: The delightful salmon dish, right, Stan meets Chef Dorje and restaurant GM Rushpak
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PHOTOGRAPHER 
Honey Sharma, 
GulfWeekly’s out-

and-about lensman and 
videographer, recently 
returned from a trip back 
home to India and couldn’t 
keep away from his 
trusty camera during his 
vacation.

As well as visiting family 
and friends in and around 
Chandigarh, the capital of 
the northern Indian states of 
Punjab and Haryana designed 
by the Swiss-French modernist 
architect, Le Corbusier, he 
took his trusty Nikon on a trip 
around the area.

Le Corbusier’s buildings 
include the Capitol Complex 
with its High Court, Secretariat 
and Legislative Assembly, as 
well as the giant Open Hand 
Monument. The nearby Rock 
Garden is a park featuring 
sculptures made of stones, 
recycled ceramics and industrial 
relics.

Honey is more of a 
‘people person’ when it 
comes to subject matter and 
simply adores capturing the 
expressions on faces whist 
people are at work or play, 
travelling or relaxing.

“If your pictures aren’t 
good enough, you’re not 
close enough to your subject 
matter in my opinion,” said the 
30-year-old. “You need to feel 
it in your heart and capture the 
moment with the lens.”

Photography is very much 
in his blood. Honey studied at 
Jammu University and follows 
in the footsteps of his father, 
Dharmabal, 51, a renowned and 
highly-respected professional 
photographer.

“As a result I’ve been focused 

on this profession from the 
very earliest moment I can 
remember,” he said. “I’m 
passionate about photography 

and want to continue 
developing my abilities and 
improve every single day.”

He moved to Bahrain in 

2011 to further enhance his 
photographic skills and join 
the vast Indian expatriate 
community living in the 

SPECIAL REPORT

By STAN SZECOWKA
editor@gulfweekly.com

Capturing the soul of Honey’s home
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kingdom.
He was captured by 

GulfWeekly from a glossy 
magazine as he wanted to 

expand his knowledge into 
news photography. “To me, 
photography is simply an 
art of observation. It’s about 

finding something interesting 
at a certain moment of time, 
often with ordinary people 
going about their everyday 

lives, and it’s always an added 
delight when they are doing 
extraordinary things like many 
of the subjects featured in this 
community newspaper,” he 
added.

“I’ve found it has little to do 
with the things you see and 
everything to do with the way 
you see them.”

Clear examples are shown in 
the fascinating images he took 
on his trip back to India.

“I love the image of the train 
passenger sat by the emergency 
window which is open to allow 
the breeze to circulate inside the 
carriage,” said Honey.

“The lady with a cup of chai 
and the boys on a motorcycle 
are such typical scenes but, 
hopefully, I’ve captured the 
emotion and the ambience.”

Honey currently uses a 
Nikon D850 and is a holder 
of a Nikon Premium Member 
Card and regularly attends 
courses to improve his use 
of the equipment, sometimes 
travelling with other members 
to neighbouring Gulf States.

He took ‘1st place’ in 
the Capture the Dream 
photography competition staged 
by Ferrari and his images were 
selected and showcased in the 
Batelco Eye 2 initiative. This 
follows success in a national 
competition in Delhi after 
attending a workshop held 
by Rakesh Kalra, a highly-
acclaimed Indian photographer.

GulfWeekly will also be 
sharing some of his images 
captured on a recent weekend 
trip to Oman in a future issue.

At the moment he is happy 
being GulfWeekly’s main man 
behind the lens but he hopes 
one day to continue his studies 
with the London School of 
Photography. “You’re never 
too old to learn new tricks,” he 
said.

Capturing the soul of Honey’s home
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FACTS AT A GLANCE
Location: Durrat Al Bahrain 
Reference number: VI797
Rental Price: BD1,500

Living room: 2
Bedrooms: 4 
Bathrooms: 4
Additional information: There is a private 

swimming pool.
For further information on this and other homes call 
Star Real Estate 17298210.

A spacious four bedroom villa is available 
for rent in Durrat Al Bahrain with modern 
furnishing creating a home of warmth 

and comfort.
The two-storey home, which has a built-up area of 

550sqm and a plot area of 800sqm, features a large interiors 
and a backyard boasting artificial greenery surrounding 
a private pool, as well as a pool house. A section of the 
backyard has also been left tiled for the placing of patio 
furniture or a BBQ set.

There is a large reception area as well as an open-plan 
kitchen on the ground floor. Behind it is an additional small 
working kitchen, a maid’s room and a driver’s room. 

There is a spacious living room and a majlis as well as a 
guest bedroom with an ensuite bathroom and wardrobe. 

The first floor features three bedrooms, including the 
master bedroom suite which boasts a sun terrace, a separate 
dressing room and a bathroom. There is also a second 
living room and a family bathroom. The shaded car port is 
large enough for two cars and there is plenty of room for 
visitors to park in front of the property. 

The development also houses a supermarket, playgrounds 
for children, walkways, basketball courts and restaurants.

Pool delight by the seaside
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Your guide to the best in-store deals of the week 

A piece of gold furniture 
or accessory can add 
a touch of luxury to a 

room while creating drama 
and movement, say leading 
interior designers. 

Contemporary metallic items are 
in vogue this year and, thanks to 
a vast range of affordable modern 
furniture pieces, people can update 
their homes instantly.

There are plenty of dynamic décor 
ideas to take in now that mixed 
metal modern furniture trends have 
made a welcome return. Classic 
gold, for example, is being used in 
more interesting and intricate ways.

Today’s metal furnishings are 
taking on a more sculpted feel and 
are being used to add an artistic 
and organic element to otherwise 
timeless spaces – yet another move 
towards the appreciation of natural 
materials and their feel taking over 
the best furniture trends 2019. 

Best of all, you can introduce 
high-shine into your home in even 
the smallest of doses for a quick 
room refresh that’ll work to add an 
extra sense of everyday glamour 
without costing a small fortune.

“Including a metallic piece in a 
design scheme is a surefire way 
to add depth and dimension to a 
space,” said Amit Yadav, head 

of marketing at 2XL Furniture & 
Home Décor, which boasts outlets 
across the Gulf region.

“Just a hint of glimmering gold 

can instantly brighten your interior 
while giving a certain prized look. 
The trick for using metal objects is 
to mix them with different softer 

textures to balance the design.”
Amit’s suggestions include a 

stylish Zoradia Console in Gold, 
metal-framed with a glass top, 
which can be a smart addition to an 
entrance hall, or a living or dining 
room.

The Balbina Coffee Table features 
a gold-coloured metal frame with a 
marble top and a stunning mat gold 
chandelier can be the focal point in 
any room.

It’s also worth investing in a sleek 
and timeless gold floor lamp and 

gold-coloured aluminum artefacts 
can go with almost any design 
scheme.

He also suggests adding a sparkle 
to your décor with a gold photo 
frame and says ‘don’t shy away 
from bling’ by giving glasses a 
pretty base to perch on a stylish 
rectangle metal tray with glass 
mirror to reflect the colour.

The 2XL range is very classic 
and French-inspired. Each aims 
to denote a lifestyle that is ‘regal, 
sophisticated and of a finer taste’. 

Those golden touches

GulfWeeklyBookClub – in association with The Bookcase

A GOLDEN oldie is my 
choice for this week’s 
column in honour of 
bestselling romantic novelist 
Rosamunde Pilcher, who 
died recently at the age of 
94.

The writer, who had sold 
60 million books around the 
world, passed away at her 
home in Scotland following 
a stroke. Pilcher had a huge 
and loyal fan club and in 
Germany, foe example, 
she was such a star that 
they arranged Rosamunde 
Pilcher Holiday Tours to 
Cornwall, where much of her work was set, 
including of course, The Shell Seekers and 
the tale of Penelope Keeling.

On the heels of a hasty wartime marriage, 
Penelope is left to repent at leisure in the 
English seaside town of Porthkerris, where 
her artist father and her French mother are 
spending the duration of World War II. 

Safe in the embracing arms of that warm 
household, Penelope forgets her sour 
husband and finds another, and in that 
relationship, too, she weathers the war’s 
privations and its hardest blows.

In a beautifully detailed family saga that 
shifts effortlessly back and forth in time, the 
author recounts Penelope’s story and that of 
her three children.

When their grandfather’s work suddenly 
comes into vogue, Nancy, obsessed over 

status, and sleek Noel, adept 
at getting the most and giving 
the least, join in urging their 
mother to sell The Shell 
Seekers, a painting that gives 
her great joy. Only Olivia, a 
cool and collected magazine 
editor, refuses to be party 
to their barely concealed 
avarice. 

Pilcher began her career in 
the 1940s, writing romance 
novels for Mills & Boon under 
the pen name Jane Fraser.  
A Secret to Tell, the first 
novel under her real name, 
was published in 1955. Her 

profile rocketed thanks to 1987 bestselling 
family saga The Shell Seekers, which sold 
more than 10 million copies around the world 
and was later adapted for TV. Other hits 
included Coming Home and September. 
Winter Solstice, her final book, was published 
when she was 80 and also topped the 
bestseller lists. 

BOOK OF THE WEEK (children)
GUESS HOW MUCH I LOVE YOU (POP UP 
EDITION), SAM MCBRATNEY
9781406327977 (WALKER BOOKS)
BD7.300 for Gulf Weekly Book Club 
members
TOO adorable for eyes, the pop-up 3-D 
version of the picture book classic, Guess 
How Much I Love You, is just as charming as 
the best-selling original with the added delight 

of pop-ups – and who doesn’t love a pop-up? 
It is my favourite edition of this charming ‘I 
love you more than you love me’ tale.

Big Nutbrown Hare and Little Nutbrown 
Hare play a game, trying to express just how 
much they love each other and sometimes 
when you love someone very, very much you 
want to find a way of describing how great 
your feelings are.

But as each tries to outdo the other, they 
discover that love is not an easy thing to 
measure! 

This edition is beautifully-designed and 
would make a stunning and very special gift 
for anyone you love.

MY FAVOURITE
READ OF THE WEEK

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (PLATED), JANE 
AUSTIN/MARTHA STEWART
9780451479914 (PENGUIN)
BD9.500 for Gulf Weekly Book Club 
members
HAVE your book and eat it, too, with this 
clever collection of classics featuring 
delicious recipes from celebrity chefs.

In this edition of Jane Austen’s Regency 
classic Pride and Prejudice, plan a fancy 
tea party or book club gathering with recipes 
for sweet confections and pastries. From 
beautiful petit fours and delicate sugar 
and spice cake, to Linzer tarts and French 
macaroons – bring your friends and family 
together with a good meal and a good book!

Pride and Prejudice – When Elizabeth 

Bennet first meets eligible bachelor 
Fitzwilliam Darcy, she thinks him arrogant 
and conceited; he is indifferent to her good 
looks and lively mind.

When she later discovers that Darcy has 
involved himself in the troubled relationship 
between his friend Bingley and her beloved 
sister Jane, she is determined to dislike him 
more than ever. 

In the sparkling comedy of manners 
that follows, Jane Austen shows us the 
folly of judging by first impressions and 
superbly evokes the friendships, gossip and 
snobberies of provincial middle-class life.

BOOK OF THE WEEK by Linda Jennings – THE SHELL SEEKERS (adults), ROSAMUNDE PILCHER, 9780340752463 (HODDER)
BD4.800 for Gulf Weekly Book Club members

Join the FREE 
Gulf Weekly 

Book Club in 
association 

with The 
Bookcase 

by emailing 
bookclub@

gulfweekly.
com with your 

contact details.
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New in post

In focus

DURING a private ceremony, the five-star Ritz-Carlton, Bah-
rain received the 2018 award for best creative direction of a 
hotel in the Capital Governorate of Bahrain. 

Winning the prestigious award for the eighth time, the ac-
colade celebrates the artistic achievements of the lighting 
competition held each December 16 during the country’s 
National Day celebrations. 

The 2018 lighting display featured a cascade of red and 
white building lights over the 245-room luxury beach resort, 
in addition to the signature ‘tunnel of lights’ display which 
illuminated the main drive with 150,000 miniature LED bulbs 
and 280,000 metres of colour-changing ribbons. 

Sheikh Hisham bin Abdul Rahman Al Khalifa, Governor of 
the Capital Governorate, presented the award to the hotel’s 
GM Bernard de Villèle.

THE Rotary Club of Salmaniya recently organised a Rotary 
Awareness Day at the Golden Tulip Hotel. Guests included club 
members, friends of the club and members of the local media. 

The in-house speaker at the weekly lunch was past president 
and honorary member Abdulla Juma who spoke about his 
experiences with the organisation. He was one of the founding 
members of the club and launched the popular annual raft race 
which raises thousands of dinars for local good causes. 

The 114th anniversary of Rotary International takes place on 
Saturday. To mark the occasion, a social evening will take place 
today at the Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain’s La Plage restaurant involving 
all four local service clubs – Rotary Club of Manama, Rotary Club 
of Salmaniya, Rotary Club of Adliya and the Rotaract Club of 
Bahrain. The joint initiative aims to show how all clubs can work 
together to achieve the larger goal of friendship and fellowship.

DHL Express recently appointed Ali 
Aryan as GM of its Middle East and Africa 
distribution hub and gateway facility, 
headquartered in Bahrain. Celebrating 
31 years with DHL, Ali is the first Bahraini 
to hold this post, and brings with him 
a wealth of industry knowledge and 
business-related experience.

Bachi Spiga, VP of Operations at DHL 
Express MENA, said the company was ‘very proud’ of Ali and 
described him as a ‘success story’ for the global express and 
logistics provider.

“It goes without saying that this is a significant milestone 
in my career, and a very proud moment for me as the first 
Bahraini to occupy this position,” Ali added.  

DHL’s Bahrain Hub facility was the first to be set up by the 
company in the region 42 years ago.

Title-deeds transfer
DADABHAI Group, the developer of Seef 
Terraces, has initiated the transfer of title-
deeds to homeowners in the award-winning 
freehold project.

The hand-over of apartments began last 
March, four months ahead of schedule, after 
the project was completed in December 2017, 
only 19 months after work started.

The 29-storey Seef Terraces tower com-
prises 173 apartments, ranging from studios 
to three-bedroom homes.

Shabeer Dadabhai, Dadabhai Group MD, 
said: “We’re glad to announce the receipt 
of all apartment title-deeds from the Survey 
and Land Registration Bureau for the Seef 
Terraces project and have commenced their 
transfer to the owners.”

Distinguished service

Centre tourStation visit

A DELEGATION from Bahrain Autistic Society recently paid a 
visit to RIFE USA, a multi-disciplinary special needs centre  
located in Mahooz Umal Hassam and taken on an introductory 
tour and briefed on the services available.

GRADE II students of Bahrain Indian 
School visited Budaiya Fire Station as 
a part of a ‘learning by seeing’ activity. 
The students were shown by officers 
how to tackle emergency situations, 
use different types of fire extinguishers 
and how to take the necessary precau-
tions to help avoid accidents occurring.

ARAB Bank recently held its annual staff gathering at the Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain. Employees who have served at the bank for 15 and 20 
years were honoured and Mohamed Assem, Arab Bank country manager – Bahrain, praised their hard work and dedication.

BLACK Tap, a cult New York 
burger joint, has opened its 
first outlet in Bahrain at the 
Jumeirah Royal Saray Hotel 
in Seef. 

The business started as a 
16-seat restaurant in SoHo, 
a neighbourhood in Lower 
Manhattan. Today, it’s flip-
ping burgers, spinning shakes 
and pouring out beverages 
across the globe in the US, 
Middle East, Europe and Asia.

“Black Tap is all about 
nostalgia,” the company 
says. Its burger won the 

People’s Choice Award three 
years in a row at New York 
City Food Festival’s annual 
‘Burger Bash’, also known 

as the burger Oscars. Its 
All-American Burger costs 
BD7+++ and comes served 
with French fries, sweet po-

tato fries or house salad. The 
‘over-the-top’ CrazyShake 
milkshakes, such as the 
Cookie ’n’ Cream Supreme, 
costs BD5.900+++.

Operated by Sevens Holding 
and Sunset Hospitality, the 
brand’s Middle East franchise 
owner, the inauguration of 
the restaurant last week was 
attended by VIP guests.

Black Tap’s arrival in Bahrain 
follows a series of successful 
launches across the Gulf, with 
outlets in Dubai, Abu Dhabi 
and Kuwait.

Burger joint



Bite-sized trailer
The Lego Movie 2: 
The Second Part

DIRECTOR: Mike Mitchell

CAST:  Chris Pratt, Elizabeth 
Banks, Will Arnett 

PLOT: It’s been five years 
since everything was awesome 
and the citizens are facing a 
huge new threat: Lego Duplo 
invaders from outer space, 
wrecking everything faster than 
they can rebuild.

SHOWING IN: City Centre, The 
Avenues, Oasis Juffair (Kids), Saar, Wadi Al Sail, Seef II

Happy Death Day 2U 

DIRECTOR: Christopher 
Landon

CAST:  Jessica Rothe, Israel 
Broussard, Phi Vu 

PLOT: Having survived 
the farcical but utterly life-
threatening events in Happy 
Death Day (2017), the feisty 
sorority sister, Tree Gelbman, 
finds herself in the same college 
dorm, thankful to be alive. 
However, this time, it’s Carter’s 
roommate, Ryan, who claims that he is reliving the same 
paradoxical day over and over again, as a mysterious 
paranoid killer in a single-toothed baby-faced mask with a 
big kitchen knife has made a habit of murdering him.

SHOWING IN:  City Centre, Seef II, Saar, Wadi Al Sail, The 
Avenues

Current 
Position Title

Weekend 
Takings

Gross  
to date

 1 Alita: Battle Angel $28M $36M

2
The Lego Movie 2: The 
Second Part $21M $63M 

3 Isn’t It Romantic $14M $20M 

4 What Men Want $11M $36M 

5 Happy Death Day 2U $10M $13M 

6 Cold Pursuit $6M $21M 

7 The Upside $6M $94M 

8 Glass $4M $104M

9 The Prodigy $3M $11M 

10 Green Book $3M $66M

  imdb movie charts

The Vanishing 

DIRECTOR: Kristoffer Nyholm

CAST: Gerard Butler, Peter 
Mullan, Connor Swindells 

PLOT: Three lighthouse 
keepers on the remote Flannan 
Isles find a hidden trunk of 
gold, leading to their mysterious 
disappearance.

SHOWING IN:  City Centre, 
Seef II, The Avenues
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ALGIERS: Opec agreed to modest oil output 

the group’s leader Saudi Arabia softening its 

stance on arch-rival Iran amid mounting pres-

sure from low oil prices.

“Opec made an exceptional decision today 

... After two and a half years, Opec reached 
arI dias ”,tekram eht eganam ot susnesnoc
-

nian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had 

repeatedly clashed with Saudi Arabia during 

previous meetings.
He and other ministers said the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries would 

reduce output to a range of 32.5-33.0 million 

barrels per day. Opec estimates its current 

output at 33.24 mbpd.
“We have decided to decrease the produc-

tion around 700,000 bpd,” Zanganeh said.
 hsilbatse-er ylevitceffe dluow evom ehT

Opec production ceilings abandoned a year 

ago. However, how much each country will 

produce is to be decided at the next formal 

Opec meeting in November, when an invi-

tation to join cuts could also be extended to 

non-Opec countries such as Russia.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 per cent to 

they were impressed Opec had managed to 

reach a compromise after years of wrangling 

but others said they wanted to see the details.

The cartel proved that it still matters even in 
-

duction war’ and Opec claims victory,” said 

Phil Flynn, senior energy analyst at Price Fu-

tures Group.

Jeff Quigley, director of energy markets 

at Houston-based Stratas Advisors, said the 

market had yet to discover who would pro-

duce what: “I want to hear from the mouth of 

the Iranian oil minister that he’s not going to 

go back to pre-sanction levels. For the Saudis, 

it just goes against the conventional wisdom 

of what they’ve been saying.”

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al Falih said 

that Iran, Nigeria and Libya would be allowed 

to produce “at maximum levels that make 

sense” as part of any output limits.

That represents a strategy shift for Riyadh, 

which had said it would reduce output to ease 

a global glut only if every other Opec and 

non-Opec producer followed suit. Iran has ar-

gued it should be exempt from such limits as 

its production recovers after the lifting of EU 

sanctions earlier this year.

The Saudi and Iranian economies depend 

heavily on oil but in a post-sanctions envi-

ronment, Iran is suffering less pressure from 

the halving in crude prices since 2014 and its 

economy could expand by almost 4 per cent 

this year, according to the International Mon-

etary Fund.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 

its oil and gas assets in 

California into a separately 

traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 

carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 

years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

Indonesia diesel 
demand rises
Consumption of diesel 

by Indonesian miners has 

in four years  – Page 2  

offer low tariffs
Chinese solar power 
developers have made 

their lowest bids so far in a 

tender  – Page 3

BASF set to keep 
investing in Asia 

BASF, the world’s largest 

chemicals maker by sales, 

will continue to invest in 

Asia – Page 6

IN BRIEF
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Opec agrees modest 

crude output cuts

Zanganeh ... ‘exceptional decision’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s 

Petronas said it would review a pro-

posed C$36 billion ($27.25 billion) 

in western Canada after Ottawa ap-

proved the project with conditions 

to limit the environmental impact.

NorthWest LNG project in north-

ern British Columbia comes after 

a 3-year wait for Petronas and its 

partners, but analysts are sceptical 

about the project’s prospects given 

low gas prices and cost-cutting at 

the Malaysian oil giant.
The decision on the project was 

seen as a major test for Canada’s 

Liberals, juggling the needs of an 

energy industry suffering from job 

losses and the concerns of environ-

mentalists, courted by Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau in last year’s 

election campaign.
The approval came with 190 con-

ditions that Petronas and partners 

in China, India, Japan and Brunei 

would have to meet, after a review 

found the project would have a sig-

“We need time to look at the con-

ditions and then we will have a re-

view of the project,” Petronas CEO 

-

porters on the sidelines of an event 

in Kuala Lumpur.
Petronas’ investment in the project 

would depend on LNG prices that 

have dropped by over a third in two 

years amid worries about oversup-

ply and faltering Chinese demand.

“The economics (of the project) re-

quire much higher LNG prices than 

currently and than are forecast for 

the next few years,” said Wood Mac-

kenzie analyst Alex Munton. “That’s 

what we think will cause Petronas to 

pause investment until it’s more con-

Canada okays $27bn complex

MANAMA: Petrotech has 

announced the establish-

ment and registration of 

the “Gulf Downstream 

Association (GDA)”.   
In his address to the 

10th Middle East Petro-

tech 2016 Conference 

and Exhibition, Bakheet 

Al-Rashidi, conference 

chairman said: “It is a stra-

tegically important associ-

ation between the found-

ers, for cooperation in the 

downstream industry.”    

The main activities of 

GDA as an independent 
-

tion covers steering and 

supporting regional and 

international companies 

involved in the busi-
-

products; gas processing 

and lube production.

GDA 
comes 

into being

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia’s state-owned 

oil giant Aramco plans to invest a total 

of about $334 billion by 2025, including 

spending on infrastructure and projects 

to maintain oil capacity, a senior Aramco 

Abdulaziz Al-Abdulkarim, vice presi-

dent for procurement and supply chain 

management, told a conference in Bah-

exploring for and developing unconven-

tional resources, such as shale gas.

“Saudi Aramco is forecast to spend 

around $334 billion. This will be spent on 

material and services to support service 

facilities, infrastructure projects, drilling 

and maintain (oil) potential projects, un-

conventional resources both in the explo-

ration phase and development and several 

other projects,” he told the conference.

“That is the 10-year investment. It’s 

everything. You talk about pipelines, you 

talk about bulk plants, you talk about 

power plants, there is a lot of investment, 

of course upstream facilities whether it’s 

oil or gas,” he later told reporters.

Saudi Aramco outlined a plan known as 

In-Kingdom Total Value Add (IKTVA) 

last year, when CEO Amin Nasser said 

the company would spend more than 

$300 billion over the next 10 years, of 

which 70 per cent would be local content.

One of IKTVA’s goals is to double the 

percentage of locally produced energy-

related goods and services to 70 per cent 

of the total spent by 2021.

Aramco plans to spend $334bn by 2025

PetroRabigh says delay to raise cost

DUBAI: Saudi Arabian petro-

chemical company PetroRabigh 

said it would again delay com-

pletion of  an expansion project, 

raising the cost of  the project 
 .)noillib 1.9$( slayir noillib 43 ot

Completion will be postponed by 

at least six months to the second 

quarter of  next year because of 

“construction market challenges”, said PetroRabigh, a joint ven-

ture between national oil giant Saudi Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-

cal. It did not elaborate, but the Saudi construction industry has 
 stnemyap tnemnrevog ni syaled yb raey tsap eht ni drah tih neeb

due to low oil prices. This has strained builders’ finances and made 

it hard for them to pay suppliers and employees.

Pemex set to announce debt deal
MEXICO CITY: Mexican national 

oil company Pemex is about to 

execute a debt management 

deal in international markets 

to improve the firm’s finances, 

Pemex chief  financial officer Juan 

Pablo Newman said. Newman 

said the transaction is comprised 

of  three parts, a refinancing in 

dollars, a pre-funding component and a debt swap, but he declined 

to go into further detail.

“It’s a very important operation within the framework of  strength-

ening the company’s financing structure,” he said, noting the deal 

will be announced “in a matter of  days.”

Petrofac resumes in Tunisia
TUNIS: British oil and gas industry 

services company Petrofac has 

resumed its operations in Tunisia 

after the government reached 

a deal with protesters who had 

disrupted gas production for nine 

months, the company said. Petro-

fac, which supplies 13 per cent of 

Tunisia’s gas through the Chergui 

venture in the south, informed Tunisia last week it started to shut 

down its local operations because of protests. 

CARACAS: Venezuela state oil company PDVSA’s profits were down 63 

per cent in the first three months of 2016, compared to the same 

period last year, according to data published in the company’s bond 

swap prospectus this week. PDVSA 

made $2.087 billion in the year to 

March, compared to $5.677 billion 

in the same period last year, ac-

cording to the document. Income 

through oil sales and other products 

fell 33 per cent, according to the 

unaudited document. The country is 

undergoing a major economic crisis.
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DHAHRAN: Saudi Aramco has awarded a major contract to Saudi KAD, a leading engi-neering, procurement and construction (EPC) company for its strategic pipeline projects re-lated to the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme.
When the project gets completed in 2018, the Master Gas System capacity will increase to 12.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, a statement said.
No value for the contract was given in the statement, although a source familiar with the matter said it was worth in the region of SR5 billion ($1.33 billion).
The scope of work includes engineering, pro-curement, construction and commissioning of a pipeline network totalling 1,118 km in length.

-pand Saudi Aramco’s capabilities for deliver-ing sales gas to power plants and petrochemi- cal facilities throughout the kingdom.
The pipeline sizes will vary, with the biggest diameter reaching 56 inches and extending over a distance greater than 1,000 km.
The scope also includes EPC work for valve stations, metering systems, launcher and re-

road and rail crossings, said the statement from Aramco.
Saudi KAD is already engaged in executing Saudi Aramco’s onshore maintain potential programme.
The four new contracts awarded by the Sau-di oil giant under the Master Gas Programme Phase II and the Fadhili Gas Programme will further strengthen its existing relationship with Saudi KAD.
The EPC will be performed totally in-king-dom, thereby positioning Saudi KAD as the 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco plans to shut 

scheduled maintenance, four sources close to the matter said, which could free up more of 

the state oil company’s crude for export.
Saudi Aramco has scheduled maintenance at 

Ras Tanura in November and December, the sources said.
Each shutdown could add 4 million to 8 mil-lion barrels of crude into global markets, de-pending on the extent of the shutdowns and their duration, according to Reuters’ calculations.   Saudi Arabia’s fuel output will also fall 

 elddim ralucitrap ni ,ecnanetniam eht gnirud
distillates such as diesel and jet fuel, helping to tighten the market during peak winter de-mand in the northern hemisphere.

-ref), owned 62.5 per cent by Aramco and the rest by China’s Sinopec, is expected to shut 

complex for maintenance in November, the sources said. This could last for 10 to 15 days, one of the sources said. 

shut for maintenance in December for 20 to 25 days.
75-page annual review (Pg 5 to 79)
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Aramco presses on 
with key projects

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco said it 
had put out a minor fire at its Ras 
Tanura oil terminal where eight 
individuals were injured, includ-
ing two Aramco employees.

In a statement posted on its 
website, it said the fire hit the 
North pier, but had not affected 
operations. The state-owned 
oil firm said the cause of  the fire was not yet known.
Petrofac threatens to leave Tunisia

TUNIS: British gas company 
Petrofac is threatening to leave 
Tunisia and end its investment if 
protests over jobs that have dis-
rupted gas production for nine 
months are not stopped imme-
diately, government officials said.

Since January, Petrofac has 
been forced to disrupt gas pro-duction in Tunisia because of  sit-ins by people seeking jobs. Violent protests erupted in January and the army intervened to protect the company in Kerkennah Island in southern Tunisia.

“Petrofac officials told us they will be forced to declare force majeure and resort to international courts for their losses if  the production will not return immediately,” Energy Minister Hela Cheik-rouhou told Express FM, a local radio station.

DUBAI: Saudi Electricity Co 
(SEC) has signed a 5 billion 
riyal ($1.33 billion) murabaha-
structured Islamic financing to 
help support its projects, the 
firm said in a bourse filing.

The facility – a cost-plus-profit 
deal which is compliant with Is-
lamic financing principles – lasts 
for seven years and was supplied by three local banks: Banque Saudi Fransi, National Commercial Bank and Samba Financial Group.
Chesapeake Energy loses appeal
NEW YORK: A federal appeals court rejected Chesapeake Energy Corp’s effort to avoid having to pay $438.7 million, including in-terest, to investors in a bond dispute. By a 3-0 vote, a panel of the second US Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals in Manhattan said the pay-
out was justified after the natural 
gas company had waited too long 
to tell bondholders of  its plan to 
redeem $1.3 billion of  their debt 
six years early.

The court agreed with bond trus-
tee Bank of  New York Mellon Corp.

Oxy to spin off 
California assets
Oxy said it would spin off 
its oil and gas assets in 
California into a separately 
traded company – Page 4

PBF expects 
turnaround in Q1
PBF Energy expects to 
carry out turnarounds in 

fourth quarter – Page 6

Oil majors to cut 
exploration spend
Hit by one of the worst 
years for discovery, oil 

spending – Page 7

China’s crude 
output drops
China’s crude oil output 
fell 9.9 per cent year on 
year in August, the biggest 
drop since 2003 – Page 3  

BP has no plans 
to up investment 
BP does not plan to hike 
annual investments this 
decade but still expects 
to bring online nine new 
projects – Page 86

Technip awarded 
plant contract
Technip has been awarded 
a large contract by the 
UAE’s Emirates National 
Oil Company – Page 92
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Film      Weekly
Movie-loving Kristian Harrison checks out the big screen releases on show in a cinema near you

THE iconic manga Battle 
Angel Alita tells a story about 
the distant future, when a 

teenaged cyborg is found on a 
giant scrap heap, and discovers 
who she is – and who she wants to 
be – through one amazing action 
sequence after another.

It’s an astounding work of fiction, and 
it’s now an astounding-looking motion 
picture, which crams so much plot into 
one film that there’s practically no room 
for the actual point.

The film, renamed Alita: Battle Angel, 
stars Rosa Salazar as Alita, the amnesiac 
cyborg who views this dystopian world 
with wide-eyed wonder. Christoph 
Waltz co-stars as Ido, the kindly cyborg 
repairman who repairs Alita and becomes 
her surrogate father. 

Ido wants Alita to find her own destiny, 
free of the baggage that comes with her 
high-tech body. Nobody seems to know 
where she came from, why she’s so 
advanced, and why she’s an expert in a 
long-lost cyborg martial art.

There’s enough story in Alita: Battle 
Angel to fill several movies. Over the 
course of just one film, Alita investigates 
a serial killer, becomes a bounty hunter, 
falls in love, joins a deadly professional 
cyborg sporting league, and uncovers the 
truth about her existence. 

Along the way she runs afoul of the 
sinister Vector (Mahershala Ali) and his 
scientist Chiren (Jennifer Connelly), who 
run the ‘Motorball’ races and dabble in 
kidnapping, mutilation and illegal scrap.

These events cover roughly the first 
four volumes of Battle Angel Alita, and 
although co-writers Laeta Kalogridis and 
James Cameron try to fit all those pieces 
together, the film has a very episodic 
structure. 

Alita rushes through one storyline, 
which builds to a giant climax, and then 
the film takes a breather while the next 
story ramps up to another big set piece … 
and then begins again.

It’s almost like binging the first third of 
a TV series and then stopping suddenly, 

but Alita: Battle Angel is trapped in a 
122-minute running time, so everything 
feels rushed. 

The existential crisis at the centre of the 
original story, in which Alita struggles 
to figure out who she is and where she 
comes from, gets resolved quickly, 
because everything has to be revealed in 
exposition dumps in order to get to the 
next amazing action sequence. So the 
film plays less like a powerful science-
fiction story and more like a breakneck 
Hollywood blockbuster.

But although Alita: Battle Angel falls 
short of its intelligent, philosophical 
source material, it’s still an incredible 
production. This is a vibrant, detailed 
world of cybernetic citizens and 
fascinating locations, simultaneously 
realistic and completely over the top. 
It’s that kind of wonderment that makes 
movies so magical in the first place. You 
are transported to another, incredible 
landscape full of bizarre, intriguing 
minutiae. Alita is a wonder to behold.

And at the centre of it all, Rosa Salazar 
gives a phenomenal performance. Though 
assisted by CGI limbs and artificially-
enhanced eyes, she imbues Alita with 
warmth and humanity. 

Her earnest humanity gets fused 
over the course of the film into a solid 
warrior’s shell, but her scenes with 
her would-be boyfriend Hugo (Keean 
Johnson) have tenderness. Their story 
pops through the post-apocalyptic 
wasteland like a flower emerging from a 
concrete crack, and unfortunately, it’s just 
as likely to thrive.

Alita’s relationship with Ido is also 

emotional and warm, but poor Christoph 
Waltz gets side-lined with half the film’s 
exposition, so his character doesn’t get 
explored very much. He’s Alita’s mentor, 
father, doctor, professor and conscience, 
and that’s a tall order. Fortunately, Waltz 
plays the part beautifully, and the image 
of the two-time Oscar-winner wielding 
a gigantic rocket-powered pickaxe never 
stops being fun.

Alita: Battle Angel is a major about-
face for director Robert Rodriguez, who 
spent most of his career bucking the 
studio system in favour of low budget, 
imaginative independent projects. But 
despite his renegade attitude, he knows 
how to make a conventionally satisfying 
studio film. What’s more, his flair for 
eccentricity and taste for outlandish action 
makes Alita feel like an honest attempt 
to produce something exciting and new, 
in a climate where many other giant CGI 
spectacle films often seem homogenised 
and familiar.

Although Alita: Battle Angel doesn’t 
reach the artistic, emotional and thematic 
level of the manga, it’s a noble attempt 
to translate Yukito Kishiro’s work into a 
cinematic medium. 

In the filmmaker’s zeal to put as much 
of the manga on screen as possible, they 
left out the quieter moments that gave 
all these amazing incidents a greater 
meaning. But everything that did make it 
into the movie is, at least, incredibly cool.

Ultimately,Alita: Battle Angel is Robert 
Rodriguez’s best film in many years. 
It’s an ambitious, impressive, visually 
spectacular production with great 
performances that make its strange world 
seem real. It’s a shame that, by trying to 
adapt as much of the original manga as 
possible, the filmmakers left out most 
of the intelligent commentary that made 
Alita so powerful in the first place. 
l Now showing in: Cinepolis Atrium 
Mall Saar, Cineco, Novo, Mukta and 
VOX.

STARRING: Rosa Salazar, 
Christoph Waltz, Jennifer Connelly

DIRECTOR: Robert Rodriguez

GENRE: Action

RATING: PG15

RUNTIME: 122 Mins

ALITA: BATTLE ANGEL 

1 popcorn – stay home 
5 popcorns – start queuing

KRISTIAN’S VERDICT

Cyborg sensation



WITH reference to the 
article in last week’s 
FinTech Focus headlined 
Intern’s bot brilliance. I just 
read it and it’s amazing! 
Thank you so much for 
your time and effort and 
for making my day. I really 
appreciate it. Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart 
for such a perfect birthday 
present. 

Shaima Almeer, East 
Riffa.

I WAS disappointed to be 
unable to do this week’s 
GulfWeekly crossword. The 
Down clues were identical 
to the Across ones. Could 
you please supply the 
correct clues?

Charles Price.

JUST thought you should be 
aware that upon attempting 
to do last week’s crossword 
I find that the clues both 
across and down are 
identical!  Help please!

M Bowden.
l Editor’s note: Apologies 
– gremlins in the system!

Please find the crossword 
corrections.

DOWN
1. Irritate (5)
2. Suspension (8)
3. Cross-beam (6)
4. Be sad (4)
5. Vilify (7)
6. Lethargy (10)
9. Voters (10)
12. Segment (8)
14. Convivial (7)
16. Guard (6)
19. Subject (5)
20. Inactive (4)

l See Time Out on Page 
19 for this week’s puzzle 
delights.

UNITED Nations aid 
agencies and NGO partners 
have launched a 2019 
Joint Response Plan for 
the Rohingya humanitarian 
crisis. 

The appeal seeks to raise 
$920 million to meet the 
massive needs of more 
than 900,000 refugees from 
Myanmar and over 330,000 
vulnerable Bangladeshis in 
host communities.

Critical aid and services 
such as food, water, 
sanitation and shelter 
represent more than half of 
the funding needs this year. 
Other key sectors of the 
appeal include health, site 
management, protection 
activities including child 
protection and addressing 
sexual and gender-based 
violence, education and 
nutrition.   

More than 745,000 
Rohingya refugees have 
fled from Myanmar’s 
Rakhine State to 
Bangladesh since August 
2017, escaping violence 
and joining roughly 200,000 
others already displaced 
in the Cox’s Bazar area by 
previous cycles of violence.

With the generosity and 
support of the Bangladeshi 
authorities and local 

communities, who were 
the first to respond to the 
emergency, critical needs 
were met and many lives 
were saved.

Our humanitarian 
imperative today is to 
stabilise the situation. 
We are hoping for timely, 
predictable and flexible 
contributions in order to 
meet the goals of this year’s 
appeal.

But while we tackle these 
immediate humanitarian 
needs we must not lose 
sight of solutions. I repeat 
my call to Myanmar to take 
urgent action to address 
the root causes of this crisis 
which have persisted for 
decades, so that people are 
no longer forced to flee and 
can eventually return home 
in safety and dignity. 

We encourage countries 
in this region and beyond 
to show solidarity with 
Bangladesh and to support 
Myanmar to start creating 
conditions for voluntary, 
safe and dignified return of 
Rohingya refugees.

Filippo Grandi, UN 
High Commissioner for 

Refugees.

THE 12th Annual Jawad 
Mini Marathon ‘Run OR 

Walk for a Cause’ will be 
staged to raise funds and 
awareness of the Bahrain 
Autistics Society and funds 
for children with autism on 
Friday, March 1, starting 
from 8.30am from Jawad 
Dome in Barbar.

It will be staged under the 
patronage of the governor 
of Northern Governorate, Ali 

Al Shaikh Abdul Hussein 
Al Asfoor.

It is open to men, women, 
boys and girls, with two 
running distances and one 
walking event to choose 
from.

The 5km run is open 
to those aged nine and 
above, plus an 8km run for 
those 16 and above, and a 
wheelchair event too. 

First, second and third 
places in all the runs will be 
acknowledged.

The 5km walkathon can 
be enjoyed by families with 
children from nine years 
old. 

The entry fee is BD2 for 
those aged 16 and above 
and BD1 for children 
between nine and 15. 
Everyone registered will 
receive a T-shirt and 
a raffle ticket. Also, a 
finishing certificate will be 
emailed to all participants 

will a finishing time added 
for the runners.

The schedule of events on 
the day:

8km run: start at 8.50am
5km run: start at 9am  
5km walkathon: start at 
9.10am
The prize raffle will 

include 20 Jawad BD10 
voucher prizes, airline 
tickets to Dubai, 

32inch TVs and it will be 
drawn at 10.30am.

The prizes to all the age 
category run winners will 
follow at 11am.

 Motorists should be 
aware that one lane will be 
closed on Budaiya Highway 
for the safety of all athletes 
along the entire race routes.

Medical assistance and 
support will be provided by 
Bahrain Specialist Hospital 

and Bahrain Royal Hospital 
and include light medical 
check-ups, such as blood 
pressure and blood sugar 
levels with an ambulance 
and medical team on 
standby should assistance 
and support be required.

There will also be six 
water stations en-route, plus 
at the start/finish point. 

Registration is now open 
online by visiting www.
jawadminimarathon.com

Should you require more 
information about the event, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact me.

Adnan Al Qassab, event 
director.

Mobile: 39132102, 
email adnan.alqassab@

gmail.com or adnan@
adnanevents.org and visit 

www.adnanevents.org
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RECENTLY, I watched 
as a golden retriever was 
caught smiling in its sleep 
in what was an adorable 
short Instagram video clip. 
It looks like even animals 
dream (at least cats and 
dogs seem like they do) and 
yet scientists still cannot 
pinpoint exactly why it 
happens. 

With the advancement of 
brain-scanning technology, 
several theories have been 
put out to explain why 
people dream. 

Dreams help us 
consolidate new 
information, get rid of 
unnecessary ones, keep our 
long term memory running 
smoothly and hence are 
important when it comes to 
keeping  our brains working 
well. 

They sometimes even 

allow us to solve problems 
while we sleep, as illustrated 
by the famous example 
of chemist August Kekule 
who, when contemplating 
the potential structure of six 
carbon benzene, dreamed 
of coiled snakes which 
hinted towards a possible 
ringed geometry.  

Experts believe 
nightmares especially 
to have been crucial for 
our survival as a species 
arguing that if this wasn’t 
the case, evolution would 

have done away with it. 
In ancient times, a 

nightmare based on 
a traumatic real life 
experience was there to 
remind us how to cope 
better if a dangerous event 
were to repeat itself. By 
literally helping us practice 
our fight or flight response, it 
perhaps prepares us for life- 
threatening situations – say 
a wild beast giving you the 
chase of your life. 

In modern times, however, 
nightmares might remind us 

of a need to address real life 
anxieties.  

These are just some of 
the hypotheses put out 
to explain why we dream 
but regardless of why they 
happen, most dreams are 
fun. 

My dreams, if I remember 
them at all, tend to be quite 
realistic and are simply 
reflections of my conscious 
fears, wishes and well, 
future dreams (boring!) and 
that is why I really enjoy a 
good dream story.

Youth 
Talk 
By 
Sarah Belal

Call us!
3844 7588 Helpline

Visit us!
American Mission 

Hospital

Ladies, are being hurt? Or abused?

Help is available.
(domestic violence 
or sexual violence)

Open 24 hours. Free and confidential. All women welcome.
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Editor Stan Szecowka takes a look at the world of financial technology and beyond ...

FinTechFocus
+973 1729 9192 / +973 17313189
www.gulfprojects.me

BANKING interaction 
could reach 
a whole new 

dimension thanks to a 
big-eyed, head-shaking, 
cute and helpful robot 
created by a talented and 
imaginative bright young 
Bahraini intern.

Shaima Almeer was given the 
green light to take the project 
forward and her working 
prototype has impressed bosses 
at Bahrain Islamic Bank (BisB) 
and amazed visitors at a recent 
technology exhibition.

The banking industry is 
making giant strides by 
introducing FinTech elements 
into everyday activities and 
artificial intelligence looks 
set to be another step towards 
attracting tech-savvy clientele 
and making financial services 
more user-friendly and fun.

The Bahrain Polytechnic 
student, who celebrates her 
23rd birthday today, lives with 
her parents in East Riffa. She 
named her creation BisB AI-
Agent. “Artificial intelligence 
has been a fascinating concept 
of science fiction for decades, 
but it was never as popular as it 
is today,” said Shaima.

“I undoubtedly point in the 
direction that AI will herald 
a transformational change in 
the banking industry, for it 
can dramatically save costs! 
However, it all depends 
on the customer’s level of 
comfort with AI. 

“In my perspective, AI is 
just a powerful business tool 
that supports companies into 
producing a finer customer 
experience. Also, it may 
become an essential tool, not 
just a ‘nice to have’, but a 
‘must have’ technology.

“I love FinTech because it 
supports young generations to 
take initiatives into developing 
and accelerating their ideas. 
Moreover, it is known for its 
innovation labs, accelerated 
programmes and educational 
opportunities.”

As part of her senior 
project at polytechnic, she 
was required to collaborate 
with one of the industries in 
the kingdom to identify and 
investigate a current challenge 
and to come up with an 
effective ICT solution. 

She had been a trainee at 
BisB for almost a year, on-and-
off, and with the guidance of 
Osama AlNasr, head of ICT, 
took on her project internship 
with the award-winning bank.

She came up with her 
innovative concept and 
proposed its development 
with her industry mentors, 
Abdulsalam Alasaadi and 

Asma Alsayed. “After pitching 
my idea, both the mentors 
directly signed off my proposal 
and I was ready to go with 
the project,” she said.“I 
utilised several programming 
languages to develop an 
artificial intelligence system to 
be deployed on the robot. 

“The system enabled BisB 
customers to view the latest 
and trending services, view 
video-graphical tutorials on 
how to perform certain tasks, 
view the maps of different 
branches via QR codes and rate 
their experience. 

“I also configured six 
different touch sensors with 
five speech dialogues enabling 
customer physical interaction. 
Also, I integrated a user-
defined voice, where customers 
were able to communicate with 
the robot via a speech manager 
and speech recognition. 

“The following 
implementations were hosted 
on Amazon Web Services, 
providing a highly available, 
redundant, decoupled and 
secure cloud infrastructure, to 
better serve BisB customers.

“Sanbot was not like a normal 
banking machine, for she does 

not execute fund transactions 
but rather she provides an 
innovative, digitalised and 
entertaining means for BisB 
customers to learn more about 
services and offers. 

“Sanbot is her default name, 
given by her manufacturer. 
However, for the current 
project, I named her ‘BisB 
AI-Agent’. I specifically chose 
this name as it summarised the 
entire concept of the project.”

The presentation took place 
at Bahrain Polytechnic as part 
of a recent information and 
communication technology 
exhibition. This exhibition 
occurs every semester allowing 
students to showcase their 
projects. 

“Visitors and Bahrain 
Polytechnic management 
were astonished and excited 

to learn more about what the 
BisB AI-Agent was able to 
do,” said Shaima, who posted 
it interacting people on social 
media to much acclaim and 
generating thousands of views.

“BisB AI-Agent gained mass 
attention from the public, for 
she is the first of her kind in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain. The 
project is still in its testing 
phase. The bank would like to 
investigate and study customer 
reaction towards having such 
a kind of advanced technology 
at hand.”

BisB recently emerged a 
winner as the ‘Fastest Growing 
Islamic Bank in Bahrain’ at 
the 13th Islamic Business & 
Finance Awards held in Dubai, 
much to the delight of CEO 
Hassan Jarrar. This marked the 
third win for the bank which 

has previously 
been recognised 
for its role in 
pioneering the 
kingdom’s 
Islamic finance 
industry and 
contributing to 
the country’s 
digital evolution 
securing both 
‘Best Online 
Bank Bahrain’ 

by Global Business Outlook, 
and ‘Most Innovative Islamic 
Bank’ by International 
Finance Magazine.

Mahmood Qannati, BisB’s 
head of marketing, brand & 
corporate communication, told 
FinTech Focus: “We first met 
Shaima Almeer as a bright 
young Bahraini student from 
Bahrain Polytechnic University 
when she interned at the bank. 

“Given her contagious 
enthusiasm and positivity, 
we gave her the challenge 
of working on an artificial 
intelligence robotics 
application, which ultimately 
aimed to simplify banking 
services for our customers. 

“The bank’s strategy is 
to continue to expand and 
embrace the digital mind-set. 
With customers in mind, the 
bank is continually deploying 
state-of-the-art digital 
platforms and innovative 
product and service offerings. 

“In the past few years, our 
main focus at BisB has been 
to deliver more innovative 
products and services for 
our customers, to simplify 
their lives by enabling them 
to conduct faster hassle-
free banking transactions. 
Therefore, one of our key 
strategies in the past few 
years has been paving the 
way for the industry’s digital 
transformation and contribute 
to elevating the standards of 
banking in the kingdom. 

“This inspired us to launch 
an in-house Innovation Lab, to 
instil a fresh work environment 
that encourages our staff to 
‘think outside the box’ and 
brainstorm new ideas. We 
equipped the lab with various 
new technologies to test pilot 
our new products and services 
and Sanbot was the perfect 
addition: an intelligent robot! 

“Today, we are looking 
to invest in other advanced 
technologies, including chat-
bots, to further simplify our 

banking services and improve 
customer experience.” 

The bank is also keen to 
‘support and develop’ young 
Bahraini talent. True to form, 
it has invested in workshops 
and has also launched a 
Summer Training Programme 
for undergraduate students for 
them to gain knowledge about 
the inner workings and its 
various departments.  

It has also gone beyond 
traditional work experience too 
by sponsoring students’ trips 
to underdeveloped countries 
to increase their cross-cultural 
awareness. These exchange 
programmes ‘are truly an 
excellent way to develop 
young minds in a holistic 
manner’, said Mahmood, 
adding that new projects for the 
young were in the pipeline.

Meanwhile, Shaima remains 
keen to develop her skills 
further and make a name for 
herself in the sector as banking 
really is in her blood. Both 
her parents Shawqi Almeer 
and Samira Alsalman used to 
work in banks. “I would like 
to thank them for always being 
my Number One motivators,” 
she said. “I would also like 
to thank my grandparents for 
their continuous prayers and 
support. Ali Shahbaz, my 
academic supervisor, also had 
a huge impact on the success of 
my project.”

As for BisB, it recognises 
talent when it sees it. “As a 
general rule of thumb, we 
give priority to our interns 
when looking to fill in any 
internal vacancies, as they 
are already familiarised 
with the bank and how we 
function. We have no doubts 
on Shaima’s future success, 
in the short five months she 
has worked with us, she left 
a great first impression, and 
has truly excelled in her role 
and overall job performance,” 
added Mahmood.
l Watch the bot in action by 
placing your smartphone over 
the QR Code.

INTO THE 
FUTURE: 

The BisB AI-
Agent, inset, 

Shaima, 
below, 

from left, 
Hasan and 
Mahmood

Intern’s bot brilliance
You don’t know me; I know you, I know  
what’s being said about you. I’m the  
‘whisperer’. I am socially mobile: Arab, Brit,  
Indian, Pakistani, American and the rest, they all  
invite me and share their world with me. Not  
much gets past me but if you think it may have  
done, email me on . . .

...editor@gulfweekly.com

EXPAT Rhona Welch went to see the Stan and Ollie 
movie at the recently opened Cinepolis cinema at Atrium 
Mall only to realise after leaving the theatre that she had 
somehow dropped a wallet containing a large amount of 
cash.

Around 30-minutes later she rushed back to the Saar 
complex to see if she could find it under the seat when 
she was met by a smiling member of staff waiting for her 
arrival.

The honest cinema employee had even tried to run after 
her as soon as she found the wallet, having remembered 
the customer when she had arrived, but was unable to 
spot her in the building or car park.

“She would not accept any reward for finding and 
returning my wallet but offered me a bottle of water and 
a seat while a security guard went to get it. Guess which 
cinema I’ll be going back to!” relieved Rhona told friends 
of the Whisperer.

The unknown cinema attendant deserves the honour 
of being the first recipient of the Whisperer Champion of 
the Community accolade. If you know her name, please 
contact the Editor.

And, if you know of any other worthy candidates, we 
would like to hear from you too.
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DOWN

1. Show (6)
2. Definitely (2,4,2,3,2)
3. Vision (5)
5. Stir (7)
6. Clearing (13)
7. Epistle (6)
8. Filament (5)
13. Gratify (7)
15. Peaceful (6)
16. Uneven (5)
17. Acutely (6)
20. Precise (5)

crossword break

who, what,  
where, when

     Solutions in next week’s issue.

WHO ... was the first President of the Royal 
Academy?
WHAT ... shape is something that is nummular?
WHERE ... was the US civil rights activist Al 
Sharpton born?
WHEN ... did the writer W. Somerset Maugham 
die?
WHO ... was President of Ireland from 1976-90?
WHAT ... two colours are on the flag of 
Vietnam?
WHERE ... in Europe did Sali Berisha become 
Prime Minister in 2005?
WHEN ... did the German politician Jürgen 
Möllemann die in a parachuting accident?

just so
ACROSS

1. Pass (6)
4. Annul (6)
9. Trivial (13)
10. Keeper (7)
11. Dwell (5)
12. Wireless (5)
14. Danger (5)
18. Clear (5)
19. Daunt (7)
21. Fire (13)
22. Intensify (6)
23. Mean (6)

darn tough sudoku
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Darn Tough SudokuLast week’s sudoku
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CROSSWORD BREAK:

Across: 1 Amalgamate; 
7 Rinse; 8 Replace; 10 
Wayfarer; 11 Rule; 13 
Infect; 15 Divest; 17 Easy; 
18 Mediator; 21 Spindle; 
22 Inert; 23 Dependence. 
Down: 1 Annoy; 2 
Abeyance; 3 Girder; 
4 Mope; 5 Traduce; 6 
Drowsiness; 9 Electorate; 
12 Division; 14 Festive; 
16 Defend; 19 Theme; 20 
Idle.

JUST SO: Archangel, 
Pay attention, Half baked, 
An open book.

WHO, WHAT, 
WHERE, WHEN: 

Meleager; Knee; Mexico; 
1974; Ralph Bunche; 
A Brazilian dance; 
Philippines; 1930.

Last Week’s 
Leisure Solutions

So you think you’re good enough at Sudoku to crack this baby?  Remember, we were the first in 
the Gulf to bring you this bit of Japanese mayhem...so we don’t kid around
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FORGET what you 
may know or think 
about trucks … 

because when it comes 
to the new 2019 Ram 
1500, it will change every 
preconception you may 
have about them.

The technological behemoth 
– which comes in four 
different varieties – has 
arrived in the kingdom and 
was launched in spectacular 
fashion at the Jumeirah Royal 
Saray Bahrain with a concert 
and video presentation at the 
hotel’s poolside.

While many attendees were 
huddling under blankets 
provided by friendly staff 
to shield against a sudden 
biting beachfront wind, the 
stage was ablaze as a fire 
dancer entertained the crowd 
with hula hoops and sticks 
wreathed in flame.

Hot stuff indeed … although 
this paled in comparison to the 
vehicles themselves when they 
made their grand entrance.

Trucks may elicit thoughts 
of bulky, cumbersome, heavy-
duty, functional vehicles, but 
truth be told, they are far more 
than farmers’ wagons these 
days. The excellent balance of 
Ram’s design and engineering 
takes the Ram 1500 to a level 
of being the perfect everyday 
vehicle for every lifestyle.

The new 2019 model has 
been completely overhauled, 
making it better than ever, 
offering more capability, 
strength and performance. In 
fact, it’s the company’s most 
radical redesign ever and I was 
one of the select few lucky 
enough to take it for a spin in 

Dubai last December.
Once I set eyes on the 1500s, 

I was immediately filled with 
sadness that I couldn’t take 
them for a spin along the 
dunes and over rocky paths 
again. What an experience that 
was!

Available only in the four-
door crew-cab body style for 
now, the new Ram 1500 is 
offered in Big Horn, Rebel, 
Laramie and Limited trims for 
the GCC region. 

The exterior styling is a 
departure from the Ram’s 

previous three generations’ 
big rig looks, with a selection 
of grille designs and headlight 
configurations based on the 
trim you buy. The top-dog 
Limited features the most 
chrome, and also comes with 
22-inch wheels and electric-
folding side-steps. The Rebel 
gets a black plastic-cladded 
look with 18-inch wheels, 
slightly lifted ride height and 
fixed side steps.

Inside, the abundantly-
spacious Ram features 
stitched leather on the dash, 
doors and sides of the centre-
console as well as a huge 
12-inch touchscreen with 

Uconnect in the Limited 
version. This offers plenty 
of features including split-
screen capability, Android 
Auto, Apple CarPlay, and new 
Type-C USB ports that charge 
devices up to four times faster 
than standard USB outlet

The screen is responsive 
and easy to navigate through 
various options, and there are 
still physical buttons for the 
main A/C controls along the 
sides. The Rebel and other 
versions have an 8.4-inch 
touchscreen.

With plenty of leather and 
real wood trim, the cabin of 
the RAM 1500 is luxurious 

– a feeling that is heightened 
with a class-leading 45.1-inch 
inches of rear legroom, heated 
and ventilated rear seats, and 
plenty of storage areas around 
the cabin, behind the seats, 
and under the floor. This 
includes a centre storage box 
that can be configured in 12 
different ways to suit different 
purposes.

Still powered by a 395bhp 
5.7-litre Hemi V8 with 
552Nm of torque and mated 
to a knob-controlled eight-
speed automatic (with gear-
limiter buttons on the steering 
wheel), the Ram is adequately 
powerful for daily driving. 

Best of all, the motor has 
cylinder-deactivation tech, 
which cuts the number of 
cylinders being used to power 
the engine to preserve fuel. 
Indeed, the fuel economy 
hovers around 17 litres/100 
km, which is fantastic for a 
segment usually stereotyped 
as gas-guzzling.

Underneath, the Ram’s 
ladder frame is held up by 
coil-spring rear suspension 
in contrast to rivals’ rear leaf 
springs. Height-adjustable 
air suspension is optional, as 
is a locking rear differential, 
although neither make a huge 
difference if you don’t intend 
to do anything more than 
minor off-roading.

For those who regularly 
venture off the beaten track, 
there is an optional 4X4 Off-
Road Package, which includes 
a factory-fitted suspension lift, 
electronic locking rear axle, 
tuned shocks and off-road 
tyres.

The starting price is 
BD16,600. For more 
information, visit the 
Behbehani Brothers 
showroom in Sitra or call 
17456654. 
l Check out the RAM video 

by placing your smartphone 
over the QR Code.

Ram heating up the night

MOTORING
By KRISTIAN HARRISON

kristian@gulfweekly.com

COOL CUSTOMER: General Manager Sam Yacoub in the new 2019 Ram 1500 as the truck gets a beach hotel launch in Bahrain
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MERCEDES-BENZ 
is offering its 
customers the 

chance to become 
part of an intelligently-
connected world with 
the introduction of 
‘Mercedes me connect’ 
to the region. 

The innovative services 
allow customers to connect 
with their vehicle anytime 
and anywhere and control 
certain functionalities, via 
the Mercedes me portal 
(https://me.mercedes-benz.
com) and the Mercedes me 
app, enabling them to keep 
in touch with their car and 
everything that’s important 
to them. 

From Remote Engine Start 
– where customers can start 
or stop their vehicle from 
anywhere and pre-condition 
it to their last setting, so 
that every ride begins both 
quickly and comfortably, 
to Remote Parking Assist 
– giving customers the 
ability to control the parking 
manoeuvre from outside the 
car. 

In addition, the Standard 
Services feature takes the 
strain out of various aspects 
of motoring and offers 
services such as maintenance 
management, breakdown 
management and accident 
recovery.  

With the latest ‘In-Car 

Office’ function, Mercedes-
Benz drivers can now also 
use office functions directly 
in the vehicle and access 
important data on the move – 
as if they were in an office. 

The ‘In-Car Office’ uses 
the locations of calendar 
entries and automatically 

transfers them to the car’s 
navigation system. Using 
this function, drivers can 
also dial into a telephone 
conference on the basis of a 
calendar entry – the system 
automatically detects the 
required PIN access code and 
simultaneously dials it. 

In combination with the 
pioneering in-car experience: 
MBUX (Mercedes-Benz 
User Experience), Mercedes 
me connect offers drivers 
navigation functions such 
as information on road 
conditions, traffic incidents 
or approaching emergency 
vehicles. Users will also be 
alerted in case something 
has bumped into the parked 
vehicle or if it has been 
towed away.

Using prediction features, 

the MBUX anticipates what 
the user would like next – 
from preferred radio stations 
to frequently driven routes 
to regular phone calls that 
take place on a specific day. 
Mercedes me connect will 
learn a customer’s routine 
and thus suggest specific 
activities on display on the 
given day.  

Mercedes me connect is 
available to all new Mercedes-
Benz car owners, post 
December 2017 production. 

Stay intelligently connected

FULLY 
FURNISHED
for rent 15 rooms 
suitable for staff 
accommodation. 
Tel: 34188004, 

17298210

For further details on these vacancies or for more information on our services 
please contact us on +973 17565363 or email a Word format CV to

one of our experienced consultants at  jobs@gulfconnexions.com 
For more jobs kindly refer to our website:  www.gulfconnexions.com  

Applications will only be considered if you have the relevant experience and 
your skill set match those required and stipulated within the advert text

Gulf Connexions is currently working with one of the leading banks in Bahrain to 
help them source a hungry, eager and career driven individual to join their team in  
the designation of Fraud Analyst. This opportunity is ideal for someone looking to 
develop their career within the banking and finance sector. 

Responsibilities:
• Complete fraud order scanning accurately and in a timely manner 
• Performs analysis on existing and newly emerging fraud patterns 
• Manages use of fraud and company specific tools. 
• Works closely with other team members to ensure that new accounts are verified and 

reviewed in a timely manner so that new gamer experiences are not adversely affected 
• Identifies potential process improvements in the fraud processes 
• Maintains effective working relationships across the team and departments as necessary 
• Contacts customers to validate authenticity of clients’ accounts 
• Communicates with external groups for group needs 
• Compiles and create reports to clearly outline department’s progress 

Requirements:
• Bachelor’s degree in Banking and Finance, Business Administration or similar. 
• Ideally the candidate will have a minimum of 12 months experience in risk 

management, fraud investigation however fresh graduates will also be considered. 
• Knowledge of card processing, payment fraud prevention/detection techniques, On-line 

Fraud Management is an advantage. 
• Detail oriented individuals with excellent research, organizational, and problem-solving skills. 
• Ability to manage multiple projects simultaneously and work within tight deadlines. 
• Strong organizational, communication, presentation, and interpersonal skills. 
• Excellent PC and technical proficiency in Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint 
• Strong analytic and problem-solving skills. 
• Interviewing and Interrogation skills. 
• Exceptional customer service skills to include diffusing upset customers. 

BAHRAINI NATIONALS ARE REQUIRED FOR THIS ROLE

Fraud Analyst-Bahrain 

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.
Send your application to with the subject "Fraud Analyst" to   
applications@gulfconnexions.com 

BAHRAIN INVESTMENT 
WHARF:

Industrial land Plot area: 4,053 sq.m BD 2,432/-

JUFFAIR: 
3 bedroom apartment Built-up area 200 sq.m

 Price BD 550/-, Ref. AP687

MARVIDA TOWER
2 bedroom apartment 3 bathrooms

Price BD 450/- Ref. AP665

GUDAIBIYA:
Commercial shop Built-up area 70 sq.m

Price BD 1,050/- Ref. RE669

SARAYA 1 - SAAR:
3 bedroom apartment Built-up area 100 sq.m

Price BD 500/- Ref. AP611

AL-MUQSHA:
2 bedroom apartment Built-up area 115 sq.m

Price BD 280/- Ref. AP700

For more information contact: T: +973 1729 8210  
E: admin@starrealestate.bh

PROPERTY 
FOR RENT

SITUATIONS VACANT

PROPERTY 
FOR SALE

VILLA FOR SALE 
at Diyar Al-Muharraq 
220sqm, 4 bedroom, 
4 bathroom, 2 sitting 

halls, 2 kitchens, maid 
room, and laundry room 

BD165K. 
Tel: 34188004, 17298214

SHOWROOM 
for rent at Alba, 

Segaya, Gudaibiya 
suitable for super 

market / clinic. Tel: 

34188004

STAFF 
ACCOMODATION

available at near 
Awal Cinema. Tel:

34188004

SEGAYA / ZINJ near New Millennium 
School, New 2 Bedroom Apartment, 

2 Bathrooms, Central A/C, Semi-furnished, 
reserved Car Park BD330/- (inclusive).
Option to buy bedroom set, Sofa set and 

6 seater dining Table from the present tenant.
For viewing and more details Contact: 

34188004.



THE first Formula 
One pre-season 
test is underway in 

Barcelona, and the ‘Big 
Three’ are putting the 
finishing touches to their 
preparations for the year 
ahead, which promises 
to be one of the most 
intriguing ever.

Reigning champions 
Mercedes, Ferrari and Red 
Bull have all revealed their 
challengers for 2019 and are 

currently putting the new-
spec mean machines through 
their paces at the Circuit de 
Catalunya.

Undefeated in a title fight 
since the start of F1’s current 
turbo-hybrid era, Mercedes 
start the season with one 

aim – becoming the first 
team in F1 history to win 
six consecutive drivers’ and 
constructors’ championship 
doubles.  

They ran their new car for 
the first time at Silverstone 
last Wednesday with title 

holder Lewis Hamilton 
saying he felt 2019 could 
turn out even better than last 
season. 

Hamilton’s Finnish 
team mate Valtteri Bottas 
performed the initial 
shakedown laps as part of a 
100 kilometre filming day, 
whilst the Brit believes the 
team is on track for another 
successful year.

“I completely switched 
off from racing for a while, 

trying to focus and re-centre 
myself and training hard for 
the new season. 2018 was a 
great year, but I feel like 2019 
can be even better,” Hamilton 
said.

“I want to achieve more, 
I want to continue to keep 
pushing. I feel energised and 
I’m ready to attack.”

The Briton won 11 races last 
year on his way to becoming 
only the third driver to win 
five titles and with a career 

tally of 73 wins is now only 
18 off Michael Schumacher’s 
all-time record of 91.

Hamilton has also won 51 
of the 100 grands prix in the 
V6 turbo era that started in 
2014 and four of the last five 
championships.

“The buzz really starts at 
the beginning of the year 
when you see the car coming 
together. And then you get 
to the shakedown and you 
get into the car – it just never 
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Motor         Sport
Bahrain International Circuit – the home of motorsport in the Middle East

VOICEOFSPORTTHE Juventus 
Academy Bahrain 
held a family BBQ 
in the car park of 
Saar Cultural and 
Sports Stadium with 
the grills manned 
by the football 
coaches. Team 
work at its finest 
was displayed 
as they passed 
the meat patties, 
cheese and onions 
in perfect harmony 
into the baps.

Switched on for new season

MIGHTY MERC: 
Ready for action 



February 20 - 26, 2019 www.gulfweekly.com 23MotorSport

BIG-HITTING schoolboy 
Ronan Smith helped 
his school secure the 
runner’s-up prize in a 
regional golf competition 
and picked up prestigious 
individual accolades for his 
performance.

The St Christopher’s School 
team, sponsored by Audi, 
accompanied by head of 
geography Barry Hobday, 
travelled to Dubai recently 

for the third annual British 
Schools in the Middle East 
Golf Tournament. 

The event was held at 
the magnificent Trump 
International over 36 holes 
and played in beautiful 
weather. 

The captain, Ronan Smith, 
had the lowest Gross St 
Chris Score of 154 whilst 
Sebastian Woodrow had the 
largest turnaround scoring 86 

on Day 1 and a magnificent 
69 on Day 2 which was the 
lowest score of the whole 
tournament. 

In Division 2, Alexandre 
Hopman-Ruh claimed first 
place with a combined 78 
Stableford points with Nick 
Scerri finishing second with 
75pts. Smith, 17, also won 
the longest drive prize with a 
monster 320-yard beauty. 

Finally, Hobday claimed the 

impromptu Staff Competition 
winning by 1 shot in a fiercely 
fought battle on the Par 3 
course although he had to eat 
humble pie as the school’s 
main contest was won by 
Dubai English Speaking 
College where his brother 
David is head of economics. 

The fourth edition is 
scheduled to be held at 
Bahrain’s Royal Golf Club 
next year.

Individual accolades and a brother’s admiration

gets old,” he added.
Mercedes have also won 

the last five constructors’ 
championships but team boss 
Toto Wolff warned that rule 
changes could shake things 
up.

“We’re taking nothing for 
granted and there’s absolutely 
no feeling of entitlement to be 
at the front,” he said.

“In fact, with the regulation 
change for the new season, 
every team can have a shot at 
the title and we’re seeing all 
of them as a potential threat.”

Mercedes said the new 
car, sporting a similar silver 
livery and branding to last 
year’s model, had changed 
substantially under the skin.

Technical director James 
Allison said the team 
had worked hard on the 
suspension and aerodynamics 
to deliver a car that would be 
kinder to its tyres than last 
year and remain competitive 
at every track on the calendar.

Some 7,000 drawings were 
turned into components and 

cumulative testing of the 
parts amounted to around 
500,000km before the car had 
even left the garage for the 
first time.

Meanwhile, over in Italy, 
Ferrari are aiming to end the 
German team’s domination of 
the sport.

The sport’s oldest and most 
successful team, who last won 
a title more than a decade 
ago and finished runners-up 
last year, presented the SF90 
with plenty of fanfare at their 
Maranello factory.

“I’m looking forward to this 
year. I think the team is on 
the right path and hopefully 
we can continue improving,” 
four times world champion 
Sebastian Vettel, winner of 
five races in 2018, assured the 
audience.

The German has a new 
team mate in Charles Leclerc, 
replacing 2007 champion 
Kimi Raikkonen, and a 
new principal following 
the departure of Maurizio 
Arrivabene and appointment 

of Mattia Binotto.
Leclerc said: “I’m extremely 

excited to start this new 
adventure. It’s a dream 
since childhood. I’ve always 
been looking at the red cars, 
hoping to be one day in this 
car, so it’s a very emotional 
day for me.”

Finally, Red Bull have 

unveiled their first Honda-
powered Formula 1 car, with 
Max Verstappen driving the 
initial laps at Silverstone.

The former champions were 
third overall in last season’s 
constructors’ championship, 
winning four races.

Verstappen, who shared 
the victories with Australian 

Daniel Ricciardo last season, 
has a new team-mate for 2019 
in Frenchman Pierre Gasly.

The RB15 car was launched 
with temporary red-and-black 
livery.

However, they are expected 
to revert to their normal 
colours for the season-
opening race in Melbourne on 

17 March.
Red Bull parted company 

with engine partners Renault 
at the end of 2018, switching 
to Honda, who also provide 
power units for sister team 
Toro Rosso.

Toro Rosso finished ninth 
of 10 teams last year with 
the Honda engine but Red 
Bull have sounded optimistic 
about the progress made by 
the Japanese manufacturer.

“I am very excited to get 
started as the off-season 
has been quite long,” said 
Verstappen, 21.

“The first two or three 
weeks feel like they are good 
to have and then after a break 
you want to get going.

“What I’m most looking 
forward to is starting the 
season and seeing how the 
whole team is operating 
together with Honda and 
how the engine is performing 
together with the chassis.

“Up until Australia you 
can’t really set goals - it’s a 
bit blind.”

FIGHTING FIT: Vettel and  
new boy Leclerc

FEELING BULLISH: Now 
racing with a Honda unit

GOLFING ACADEMY: Hobday and the team



DESPITE giant 
strides in the 
understanding 

of sports science and 
fitness, particularly in 
the professional sphere, 
there remains a crucial 
lack of awareness 
amongst amateur 
and casual players in 
how to react in critical 
situations.

That’s why two local 
groups have joined together 
to kick-off an initiative to 
offer free cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) training 
for any member of the 
community free-of-cost.

Malaeb, a sports 
community mobile app 
which provides users with 
a platform to book sports 
venues and organise matches, 
and Heroes for Hearts, 
a non-profit student-led 
organisation, are hosting 
a ‘Let’s Save A Life’ 
campaign at various football 
venues and centres around 
the kingdom for the next 
month.

It will provide members 
with the necessary 
training to perform 
CPR (cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation: the urgent 
application of down-thrusts 
to the chest to keep oxygen 
artificially flowing from the 
heart at the scene of a heart 
attack or cardiac arrest) and 
aims to provide training to 
more than 1,000 people.

Malaeb’s chief operating 
officer, Yasser Abdulaziz 
said: “Over the past couple 
of years there has sadly been 
a number deaths at football 
fields due to sudden cardiac 
arrests suffered by young 

healthy players. Having even 
just one person trained in 
CPR could have prevented 
some of these by applying 
the necessary techniques 
until medical services arrive 
on the scene. 

“We therefore feel that 
we have an obligation to 
raise awareness within our 
community and to help train 
as many people as possible 
on how to perform CPR. It 
only takes 20 minutes, but 
could provide somebody else 
with a lifetime.”

Heart health has been 
under the spotlight in the 
footballing world in recent 
times, with a number of 
high-profile cases involving 
professional footballers.

In 2003, Premier League 
star Marc-Vivien Foé died 
after collapsing on the pitch 
during Cameroon’s FIFA 
Confederations Cup semi-
final against Colombia.

Then, in 2008, during an 
FA Cup match between 
Bolton Wanderers and 

Tottenham Hotspur, Bolton 
midfielder Fabrice Muamba 
collapsed after suffering 
cardiac arrest but survived 
despite his heart having 
stopped for 78 minutes.

The first minutes after 
Muamba collapsed were 
crucial. Every minute lost 
before applying CPR is 

estimated to decrease chances 
of survival by 10 per cent.

Now, Heroes for Hearts 
are preparing the next 
generation to react in similar 
circumstances, with the hope 
that lives can be saved.

Sarah AlShehabi, a 
volunteer at Heroes for 
Hearts, explained: “This 

initiative is important to me 
as it merges two things I’m 
very passionate about: sport 
and health care.  

“As a medical student, 
it saddens me to see the 
lack of awareness in the 
community; people fail to 
realise how easy it is to 
provide CPR, and that by 

doing so they are literally 
saving a life by buying 
the person time until the 
paramedics arrive.” 

“Our goal as Heroes for 
Hearts is to increase the 
rate of bystander CPR, by 
changing the dynamic of 
those trained in CPR from 
one that largely encompasses 
healthcare professionals, to 
one that encompasses all 
members of the community. 
It brings me pleasure to 
work alongside Malaeb in 
providing the necessary steps 
in empowering the Bahraini 
community.”

Two free sessions, from 
4pm-4.30pm and 5pm-
5.30pm, will take place 
each Friday. This week, the 
team will be at Gravity in 
Zallaq, at Football Season in 
Sanad on March 1, at Riffa 
Views in Riffa on March 
8, at MMYC in Muharraq 
on March 16, amd finally at 
Hamad Town Youth Centre 
on March 23.
l For more information on 

the sessions and to register, 
contact 66996000, 36638800 
or 32194101.
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WITH JEEP®
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PITCH DRAMA: Muamba and, below, players undertaking the course in Bahrain


