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BAHRAIN.OURS.YOURS.

SOCIAL distancing 
guidelines during 
the pandemic 

may be encouraging 
residents to keep their 
distance, but Bahrain’s 
space scientists are 
looking far beyond to 
secure our future.

Space researchers like 
space data analyst Shaima 
Shawwqi Almeer, and her 
peers at the National Space 
Science Agency (NSSA), 
have been developing their 
diverse skillsets and utilising 
space technologies to solve 
new problems more evident 
during the current pandemic.

Shaima told GulfWeekly: 
“The pandemic has actually 
given us more time and 
situations to continue our 
research. As part of the 
course I completed at the 
University of Twente, 
Netherlands, I worked on 
producing an atlas that 
highlights the current 
pandemic (COVID-19) 
situation in the GCC 
countries. The atlas 
includes visualisation of 
the coronavirus statistics 
within the region. The reason 
I chose this region was to 
showcase the capabilities 
and the readiness of our 
governments to face this 
challenge, and highlight that 
the recovery rate in Bahrain 
was the second highest in the 
world.”

Shaima, along with 
a team of analysts and 
researchers, including 
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frontiers

By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

SPACE REPORT

Ebrahim Alburshaid, 
Muneera Almalki and Aysha 
Alhajeri, has also been busy 
putting Bahrain’s seedling 
space programme on the 
map, winning third place 
globally in the American 
NASA Space Apps Covid-19 
challenge and participating in 
a range of hackathons.

Shaima told GulfWeekly: 
“COFEED-19 was a project 
that was initiated during the 
NASA Space Apps Challenge 
Hackathon, COVID-19 
edition. Proudly, the NSSA 
lab team, won the third place 
of the hackathon. 

“We had an interesting 
problem. Border 
closures, quarantines, 

supply chain and trade 
disruptions are limiting the 
worlds’ access to sufficient 
nutritious sources of food, 
due to the challenges faced 
by logistics, according to 
the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United 
Nations. Therefore, alarming 
food insecurity is on the 
horizon unless measures are 
taken to keep the food supply 
chain alive.

“Our solution was 
COFEED19, a software 
which aids in analysing 
satellite images via remote 
sensing technologies, leading 
to a secure food supply at a 
global scale. It theoretically 

analyses the environment 

to predict food shortages, 
develops a plan for sustainable 
food resources by detecting 
agriculture land use and 
land cover and based on the 
water supply chain, provides 
insight on the food that can be 
produced per unit of water.”

Pivoting from robotics, 
where she built an Artificial 
Intelligence-powered 
customer service robot, 
to space research, Shaima 
has been putting her 
multidisciplinary bachelor’s 
degree in Information and 
Communication Technology 
from Bahrain Polytechnic, 
with double majors in 
Network Engineering and 
Management Information 
Systems to work and 
supplementing it with a 
recently completed exclusive 
international course which 
specialises in measuring 
quality of data, space images 
and models for processing by 
using relevant state-of-the-art 
technologies.

More recently, the 24-year-
old, who is proud to be 
‘Bahrain’s first robotics 
programmer’ was part of 
the team that won first place 
in the Bahraini Women 
Hackathon organised by 
the Supreme Council for 
Women, under the patronage 
of her Royal Highness 
Princess Sabeeka bint 
Ibrahim Al-Khalifa; president 

of the Supreme Council for 
Women. Her team included 
Aysha Alhajeri, Sughra 
Hassan, Eman Al Qubaiti and 
Eman Almeshaal.

The team designed an 
application that detects, 
monitors and predicts oil 
spills via satellites and 
spatial operational modelling 
software, in order to mitigate 
the environmental and 
economic risk to human 
society, marine habitats, fish 
production, tourism sector, 
and the kingdom’s economy.

Shaima added: “As an 
outcome of the project, the 
team will present beneficial 
data to the corresponding 
parties. Additionally, the 
proposed solution aims 
to fulfil Bahrain’s 2030 
vision and also achieve our 
sustainable development 
goals and principles. 

“With the support provided 
by the management 
of the National Space 
Science Agency, the 
laboratory members are 
currently working on the 
implementation of the oil 
spill project.”

If you would like to get 
involved with NSSA’s 
community outreach 
programmes, contribute 
towards the programme or 
learn more about space, visit 
nssa.gov.bh or follow  
@nssa_bh on Instagram.

Shaima with her 
Bahraini Women 
Hackathon trophy

A 3d rendering of 
the oil spill project
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POP culture art 
pieces and 
a series of 

motivational notes 
created by a talented 
teenager are proving 
to be a social media 
sensation and helping 
stray animals to survive. 

Khushi Mehta, a 16-year-
old New Millennium School 
student, has seen her work 
snapped up by followers and 
is using all the funds raised to 
support Trap-Neuter-Release 
community initiatives. 

“I sell my art for a cause,” 
she said. “I want to help raise 
funds to help feed, shelter, 
spay or neuter the many 
stray animals in Bahrain. The 
harsh reality is that there are 
just too many of them. 

“It also breaks my heart to 
see people abandoning their 
pets on the roadside and it 
appears illegal breeders keep 
adding to the problem. This 

Reaching out to 
furry friends...

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

is why I am a strong believer 
of the concept of ‘adopt, 
don’t shop’. It does warm my 
heart to see how many people 
have stepped up to help.”

The animal lover from 
Janabiyah, who has two 
Shih Tzu’s named Brownie 
and Milo, dabbles in art to 
express herself. “I love how 
fun and relaxing art can be,” 
added Khushi. 

“I love how, whether it’s 
3am or 3pm, I can simply 
dive into an art piece. 

“There are endless sources 
of inspiration. I’d like to 
believe that my day-to-day 
experiences directly influence 
what I put on paper or on 
canvas. I’m so happy people 
enjoy what I am creating and 
that my hobby has turned into 
something more.”

Her colourful artwork 
contains images of animals, 
plants and popular cartoon 
and TV characters and are 
being snapped up from 
500fils to BD5. All the 
proceeds go towards the 
cause. Khushi is no stranger 
to feeding and helping strays 
in her area and her family 
has fostered around 10 stray 
animals in recent years and 

found them permanent happy 
homes.

Khushi said she would also 
like to thank Dr Nimisha and 
the Blue Cross Veterinary 
Clinic for offering special 

prices for spaying and 
neutering, along with giving 
the strays a place to heal.

For more details, follow 
@khushi.artforacause on 
Instagram.

Bahrain’s newest private 
school, that aims to 
develop 21st century 

skills of communication, 
collaboration, critical 
thinking and creativity in its 
inquiry-based classrooms, is 
all set to open in September, 
writes Naman Arora.

The 60,000sqm American 
School of Bahrain (ASB), 
part of the Esol Education 
family of 
K-12 schools 
across Dubai, 
Abu Dhabi, 
Cairo, Nicosia 
and Lebanon, 
integrates 
collaborative 
learning spaces, 
informal student 
presentation 
areas and 
immersive 
technological learning 
experiences to bring together 
tomorrow’s leaders.

Founding director Dave 
McMaster said: “At a time 
when personal outreach and 
human touch have never 
been more important, I see 
ASB acting as a community 
catalyst to bring families 
and the school together in 
an effort to help students 
discover their individual 
passions and talents.”

The school incorporates 
intelligently designed learning 
environments, interconnected 
with holistic common areas 

including student commons, 
an athletics complex, 
playgrounds, a learning 
hub and cafeterias, into its 
nearly 17,000sqm of built-up 
area, which include its Early 
Childhood Centre and middle, 
elementary and high schools. 

The school boasts a nearly 
14,000sqm football field, two 
basketball courts, two indoor 
play areas, 60 classrooms, 

six science labs, 
three art rooms, 
three music 
rooms, two 
libraries, two 
swimming pools, 
two cafeterias, a 
food technology 
room and a 
maker space.

Each class also 
has break-out 
areas so that 

teachers can divide students 
into smaller groups to 
enhance their collaborative 
skills and build on each 
other’s experiences.

Every element of the 
campus has been considered 
in its design. The buildings 
are oriented, with most 
classes having north and 
south facing windows, to 
incorporate natural light, 
reduce direct sun exposure, 
maximise solar energy 
control and minimise the 
environmental impact of 
solar heat gain. 

The campus, located in 

New school set for launch

Dave

Wad Al Buhair in North Riffa 
near the Bahrain National 
Stadium, is accessed via a 
dedicated road and includes 
multiple vehicle access points 
to mitigate the high levels of 
traffic during peak drop-off 
and pick-up hours. 

Dave added: “Esol group and 
our partners have put a lot of 
resources into building a state-
of-the-art facility. Outside 
the classroom spaces, we will 
be the only school in Bahrain 
to have an international size 
football pitch with a 400m 
running track around it. More 
than anything, what really 
differentiates us in Bahrain is 
the staff. I have been travelling 
all over the world for the last 
two months to find and recruit 
some of the best teachers 

around the world. Of those 
hired so far, 85 per cent have 
master’s degrees in education 
and more importantly, are 
passionate and energetic about 
a school where academic rigor 

and happy, engaged children 
are not mutually exclusive.”

The school has announced 
the appointment of its 
principal Steve Bodnar, early 
childhood lead teacher Sandra 

Al-Ajmi and head of Arabic 
language and culture, Fuad 
Al Anzarouti, who are part 
of the leadership team along 
with Dave and his wife, 
Shelley.

An artist’s 
impression of 
the school

Khushi painting 
at home

Some of Khushi’s artwork
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A group of Ibn 
Khuldoon 
National School 

(IKNS) students will 
be representing the 
kingdom in INJAZ 
Al Arab’s Regional 
Young Entrepreneurs 
Competition to be held 
in Morocco.

The INJAZ Al Arab Young 
Entrepreneurs Competition, 
which was launched in 2007, 
is an annual celebration of 
the achievements of students 
who participated and won 
the National Company 
Programme Competition in 
their countries. It aims to 
enhance the entrepreneurial 
skills of Arab youth, create 
job opportunities in the 
market and stimulate the 
economy.

IKNS students Talal Radhi, 
Aneesa Al Mahmood, twins 
Shooq and Noof Al Bastaki, 
Mohamed Al Madani and 
Yusuf Al Basri, all 16, won 
the High School Company 
of the Year award for 
their mobile 
application 
business called 
Sahim. 

They beat 
out 12 high 
school student 
companies 
participating 
in the virtual 
INJAZ 
Bahrain Young 
Entrepreneurs Competition 
earlier this month.

Yusuf, Sahim’s chief 
executive officer from 
Al Musalla, said: “After 
preparing for this moment 
for more than six months, 

the team 
exploded with 

Power of the young
By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

COMMUNITY REPORT

The team 
hard at work

The Sahim team 
alongside other 
winning teams

happiness and pride for the 
unforgettable experience we 
had. 

“All the time, money and 
effort finally paid off and 
we are now ready to start a 
new, bigger journey heading 
into the regional competition 

taking place in 
Morroco.”

Sahim was 
formed to 
provide charities 
and social 
non-profit 
organisations the 
opportunity to be 
promoted on a 
single platform. 
According to 

Aneesa, its vice president of 
marketing, each organisation 
is given a profile – consisting 
of a logo, introduction, 
needs, upcoming events, 
contact information and so 
forth. It will provide the 
user with all the information 
needed in order to make 

Hana

All the time, money and effort finally 
paid off and we are now ready to 
start a new, bigger journey heading 
into the regional competition taking 
place in Morroco.

giving easier.
The team’s aim is to build 

a sustainable country by 
uniting communities through 
the act of giving. 

Shooq, Sahim’s vice 
president of human resources 
from Isa Town, said: “We 
would like to achieve 
the United Nation’s first, 
11th, and 17th Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) 
which represent no poverty, 
to form sustainable cities and 
communities and to create 
partnerships for the goals 
respectively. 

“Aside from the SDG’s, 
our main goal is to unite 
communities through the 

power of giving. However, 
as individuals, we are 
all striving to gain and 
develop new personal and 
entrepreneurial skills that 
will help us excel in our 
future careers.”

The team is looking 
forward to its Morocco 
challenge and is building 
upon the business. 

Talal, the vice president of 
product development from 
Hamad Town, said: “We 
made sure that our product 
has a strong foundation to 
build upon. We are looking 
into adding new features 
that would add more value 
to our company as well as 

maintain its growth. Some 
of these features include 
online payments (money 
donations), a delivery system 
for subscribers and many 
other elements. 

“However, our main plans 
for Morocco are to prepare 
as individuals through 
effective training with 
INJAZ Bahrain, because 
after all, this is a tougher 
competition and many areas 
of personal skills need to 
be developed to ensure the 
success of the team.”

INJAZ Bahrain is a non-
profit organisation aimed 
at inspiring and preparing 
young Bahrainis to succeed 

in a global economy. Its 
volunteers are supported 
by 21 community leader 
who serve on the board 
of directors and these 
professionals provide 
the organisation with 
guidance and support. In 
addition, INJAZ Bahrain 
works with numerous local 
collaborations and affiliations 
and creates programmes 
to encourage confidence 
and motivate young people 
to achieve their personal, 
educational and career goals. 

According to Hana 
Sarwani, its executive 
director, the Company 
Programme provides high 
school and university 
students the opportunity 
to start, organise and 
operate actual enterprising 
companies in their local 
communities. 

She said: “In doing so, 
students from diverse 
academic backgrounds learn 
about real life business 
processes and functions, 
the challenges and benefits 
of entrepreneurship and 
the contribution that 
entrepreneurs make to 
economies and societies in 
the MENA region.”

The successful online 
competition brought together 
21 student companies in 
Bahrain vying for an array 
of awards including Product 
of the Year and Best Social 
Impact. More than 240,000 
students from across the 
kingdom benefitted from 
INJAZ’s programmes over 
the past 15 years.

Hana added: “The 
success of the Company 
Programme this year is a true 
testament to the outstanding 
dedication of everyone 
involved from students to 
board members and the 
exceptional leadership and 
guidance of Her Highness 
Shaikha Hessa bint Khalifa 
Al Khalifa, INJAZ Bahrain’s 
chairperson. The competition 
proves the readiness and 
agility of our youth and their 
ability to utilise their skills 
and creativity to adapt to the 
global challenges that the 
world faces.”



Tread
DIRECTOR: Paul Solet

STARRING: Robert Fleet, Marvin 
Heemeyer, Mike McCann

DURATION: 89 minutes

GENRE: Documentary

PLOT: The true story of a master 
welder in a small town at the foot of 
the Rocky Mountains who quietly 
fortifies a bulldozer with 30 tons of concrete and steel and 
seeks to destroy those he believes have wronged him. 

AVAILABLE ON: Netflix
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Bite-sized trailers

Shakuntala Devi
DIRECTOR: Anu Menon

CAST: Vidya Balan, Sanya Malhotra, 
Barnaby Jago

DURATION: 130 minutes

GENRE: Biography, Hindi

PLOT: A biographical film based 
on the life of Indian mathematical 
genius Shakuntala Devi nicknamed 
the ‘Human Computer’ because of her extraordinary skill 
solving complex mathematical problems without any aids.

AVAILABLE ON: Amazon Prime

The Speed Cubers
DIRECTOR: Sue Kim

DURATION: 40 minutes

GENRE: Documentary

PLOT: Discover the special bond 
-- and uncommon competitive spirit 
-- shared by the world’s Rubik’s 
Cube-solving record breakers in this 
documentary.

AVAILABLE ON: Netflix

By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

TV FILMIRREVERENCE: 
there is nothing 
like a saucy, genre-

mashing well-written 
and stunningly-shot 
dose of it to reignite 
your love for a 
formula.

For loyal readers, it 
comes as no surprise that 
romantic comedies are 
my least favourite genre. 
On the other hand, the 
time loop movie, where 
characters are stuck in 
a day that repeats itself 
infinitely with only one or 
two people realising that 
it is a time loop, is one I 
always enjoy.

And somewhere in the 
alternate multiverse where 
these two genres met and 
decided to settle down, you 

Well-timed loopy laughs
will find the newest addition 
to their family: Palm Springs.

The time loop genre 
started off in Hollywood 
in 1993, with 12:01 and its 
much more commercially 
successful (allegedly stolen) 
bootleg Groundhog Day. 
In the 27 years since, it has 
come a long way, developing 
its own set of clichés - an 
existential discussion of 
death immediately before or 
after a series of comically 
horrifying deaths, an attempt 
to drive away from the 
loop or otherwise avoid the 
reset, a quantumly quixotic 
quest to investigate the logic 
behind the loop, resulting in 
a character growth moment 

and finally, the return to 
linear life.

Happy Death Day, by far, 
has been favourite time loop, 
combining horror and satire to 
make for a highly rewatchable 
movie but Palm Springs may 
have surpassed it.

While most time loop 
movies emphasise the first 
loop to set the scene for the 
rest of the movie, this one 
dives right in and we meet 
Nyles (Andy Samberg) on his 
girlfriend’s sister’s wedding 
day. He drops several puns 
and hints about time and 
repetition throughout the day, 
since he has been through 
the loop countless times and 
in the evening, delivers an 
apparently impromptu speech 
to save the bride’s sister 
Sarah (Cristin Milioti) from 
embarrassment.  

Jake Peralta, I 
mean, Nyles and 
Tracy the mother 
from How I Met 
Your Mother, I 
mean, Sarah, bond 
and right as they are 
having a moment, 
Nyles is shot in the 
shoulder by our 
semi-antagonist, 
Spiderman’s J Jonah Jameson, 
I mean, Roy (JK Simmons).

As Nyles lumbers off 
towards a loose plot hole, 
also known as the Cave 
of Occasional Time Loop 
Resets, Sarah follows him and 
is pulled into the loop as well. 
This upends the formula by 
now introducing more than 
one person who knows that 
they are in a time loop. 

The rest of the story pays 
homage and thumbs its nose 
at both the time loop and 
romantic comedy formulas, 
creating its own looping lad 
(and lass) concoction. 

The script for the movie was 
originally written by Andy 
Siara during his second year 
as a student at the American 
Film Institute, with almost no 
science fiction loopy element 
to it but it evolved as he 
started to writing for other 
projects. 

After meeting Max in school 
and going over the script 
again and again (very loopy, I 
know), it evolved and caught 
the eye of Andy Samberg’s 
production company Lonely 
Island, who bankrolled the 
project with Andy Samberg 

bringing his own flavour to 
the anti-hero of the movie. 

At the Sundance festival 
earlier this year, it was an 
instant hit and was picked 
up by Hulu and Neon for 
a record $17,500,000.69, a 
comical smidge above the 
previous record of $17.5 
million held by Birth of a 
Nation. 

Coincidentally, the timing 
of this movie’s release with 
the ongoing pandemic makes 
it even more relatable, as 
the loop of the same day 
seemingly repeating itself 
has become part of the “new 
normal” for the last few 
months.

All in all, Palm Springs is to 
time loop romantic comedies 
what Zombieland was to the 
zombie genre – an irreverent 
but highly relevant rapscallion 
that just might develop a cult 
following over time, and well 
worthy of a re-watch and a 
four out of five rating. 

Let’s just hope they don’t try 
to make a bizarre and tired-
looking Zombieland: Double 
Tap-esque sequel with the 
film left on the cutting room 
floor. 

DIRECTOR: Max Barbakow

STARRING: Andy Samberg, Cristin 
Milioti, J.K. Simmons

DURATION: 90 minutes

GENRE: Comedy, Fantasy, Mystery

NAMAN’S VERDICT:

PALM SPRINGS

The 12th edition of 
the Bahrain Summer 
Festival will be 

conducted virtually, starting 
next Sunday and running 
until the end of August. 

The festival, held under 
the slogan “Together, 
Virtually” will feature 
demonstrations and virtual 
workshops involving 
cooking, storytelling, music, 
art and sports, as well as a 
number of digital tours and 
competitions.

Shaikha Mai bint 
Mohammed Al Khalifa, 
president at the Bahrain 
Authority for Culture and 
Antiquities (BACA) along 
with Shaikha Hala bint 
Mohammed Al Khalifa, the 
director general, highlighted 

the measures taken to 
ensure social distancing 
and thanked the embassies, 
private companies and 
public organisations that 
have partnered with the 
organisation to livestream 
performances and support 
the festival. 

So far, the following 
performances have been 
announced.
l Bahrain-based Ismael 

Dawas Band (Bahrain) - 
August 2. 
l Gen Rosso musical group 

(Italy) - August 6
l Ningxia Performing Arts 

group (China) – August 7
l Symphony Orchestra 

(Russia) – August 13
l Cendrawasih dance 

troupe (Indonesia) – August 

Summer festival goes digital

A scene from the film
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MEN and women 
living in the 
kingdom tend to 

struggle every summer 
with maintaining healthy 
and hydrated looking 
skin due to humidity, 
heat, sand storms and 
other elements. 

Also, skin care and beauty 
needs differ from one to 
another. Some people 
have dry, itchy skin while 
others may have an oily 
t-zone. Let’s not forget that 
fragrances smell differently 
on people as well.

Finding the right products to 
achieve those glowing goals, 
supple skin and refreshing 
scents can be a chore but not 
when there is an abundance 
of brands complemented by 
beauty experts all located 
under one roof.

Well-timed loopy laughs

Summer festival goes digital

14
l Takht Band (Kuwait) – 

August 16
l Vocal Trash 

environmental band (USA) – 
August 19

l Upin & Ipin animated 
movie – August 23

For more information, 
follow @Nakhoolbah and @
culturebah on Instagram, or 
visit bahrainsummer.bh

A mark of beauty

Saks Fifth Avenue 
Bahrain features an array of 
perfumes, skin care products 
and beauty brands that cater 
to everyone’s needs.

The 7,200sqft luxury 
department store for women, 
men and children, situated 
in City Centre Bahrain, 
boasts more than 60 leading 
international brands from 
around the globe such 
as Chanel, Dior, Tom 
Ford, Armani, Givenchy 
and Lancôme that offer 
fragrances, make-up and 
skincare lines in its beauty 
department.

In early 2019, that section 
underwent renovations and as 
of December 5, 2019, it was 
reopened bountiful than ever. 

According to a Saks 
Fifth Avenue Bahrain 
representative, the beauty 
department almost doubled 
with a new layout and all 
brand-new counters and 
features double the offers. 

Some of the new brands 
that have been added to the 
department include Kilian, 
Penhaligons, Dolce & 
Gabbana, Burberry, Guerlain, 
Valmont, Derma Doctor, 

Rexaline and Foreo. The 
store also features exclusive 
lines across fragrance, 
skincare and makeup 
categories such as Tom Ford 
makeup, Valmont skincare 
and Burberry makeup 
and private fragrance. 
Burberry also provides a 
monogramming service for 
shoppers to personalise their 
private fragrance line and 
customise the cap as well.

Other niche fragrances 
include Carolina Herrera, 
Roberto Cavalli, Bottega 
Veneta, Acqua Di Parma, 
Hermes, Atelier Cologne, 
Kilian and Penhaligons.

The Beauty Nation concept 
is another popular brand 
that encompasses many 
different brands for skin care 
and men’s grooming such 
as Solaris, Farsali, Jalue, 
Rexaline, DERMAdoctor, 
Nina Ubhi, Erborian, Mad 
Cosmetics, Foreo and House 
of Lashes.  

And while there are 
grooming products and 
brands for men from Tom 
Ford to Armani, there will be 
more skincare and grooming 
brands to be added to the 

department in the near future.
But what truly makes 

Saks Fifth Avenue Bahrain 
stand out is its unparalleled 
customer service. 

A Saks Fifth Avenue 
Bahrain representative 
said: “We provide 
complimentary delivery 
service for our clients 
inside and outside Bahrain, 
complimentary video and 
phone consultations with 
our beauty experts and share 
digital brand catalogues with 
our customers for them to 
further enjoy their shopping 
experience via WhatsApp as 
per their needs and requests. 

“What has set us apart from 
other stores is the experience 
customers get as well as our 
exclusive range of brands 
and products. We have more 
exciting and exclusive brands 
to be added to the department 
and all we can reveal for 
now is that they are skincare 
brands and Arabic Oriental 
fragrance brands.”

Saks Fifth Avenue Bahrain 
also offers a complimentary 
perfume engraving service 
in store which is perfect to 
personalise as gifts fit for any 
occasion.

For details, follow @
saksme on Instagram. 

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

BEAUTY REPORT

A scene from the film



ACROSS
1. Lay waste (9)
8. Stray (3)
9. Majesty (11)
11. Day-dream (7)
12. Overhead (5)
13. Sex (6)
15. Require (6)
17. Larceny (5)
18. Chief (7)
20. Diverted (11)
22. Vase (3)
23. Limit (9)

DOWN
2. Newt (3)
3. Guide (5)
4. Appeared (6)
5. Raise (7)
6. Reinstate ment (11)
7. Claimant (9)
10. Promotion (11)
11. Virtuous (9)
14. Give right to (7)
16. Soul (6)
19. Delete (5)
21. Consume (3)

crossword break

who, what,  
where, when

     Solutions in next week’s issue.

WHO … did DeForest Kelley play in the original 
series of Star Trek?
WHAT … chemical element has the symbol Sb?
WHERE … are the wine-growing regions of Nahe 
and Neckar?
WHEN … did the ‘Walrus of Love’, Barry White, 
die?
WHO … had hits with Move Any Mountain and 
Ebeneezer Goode?
WHAT … is the common name of the vegetable 
Brassica napobrassica?
WHERE … in the human body would you find the 
Incus and Malleus bones?
WHEN … did Sirimavo Bandaranaike become the 
world’s first female head of government?

just so

tough sudoku So you think you’re good enough at Sudoku to crack this baby?  Remember, we were the first in 
the Gulf to bring you this bit of Japanese mayhem...so we don’t kid around

Tough SudokuLast week’s sudoku

tough sudoku

Su
do

ku
Su

do
ku

CROSSWORD BREAK: 
Across: 7 Uphold;  
8 Danger; 10 Special;  
11 Obese; 12 Dolt;  
13 Inert; 17 Toxic;  
18 Tier; 22 Dodge;  
23 Useless; 24 Unique;  
25 Margin.
Down: 1 Outside;  
2 Wheedle; 3 Plain;  
4 Masonry; 5 Agree;  
6 Order; 9 Plentiful;  
14 Doleful; 15 Diverge;  
16 Present; 19 Odour;  
20 Admit; 21 Decay.

Who, What, Where, 
When: Pat Rafter; Italian; 
Antarctica; 1976; U2  
and Paul McCartney; 
National Association for 
Stock Car Auto Racing; 
New Orleans; 1973.

Just So: 
Snail mail; Square the cir-
cle; Top hat; Crack a joke.

Last Week’s 
Leisure Solutions
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crust & crema
cerebrally

TimeOut
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FinTechFocus
GulfWeekly takes a look at the world of financial technology and beyond ...

MotoringWeekly

JEEP enthusiasts 
can rejoice. Their 
wish has finally 

come true, a new 
Wrangler boasting 
more power and 
torque to help conquer 
any terrain with ease, 
writes Mai Al-Khatib-
Camille.

The Jeep Wrangler 
Rubicon 392 Concept is 
powered by a 6.4-litre (392 
cubic-inch) V8 engine that 
delivers 450 horsepower 
and 450lb-ft of torque and 
a 0-100 km/h time of less 
than five seconds. The 
rugged ride features Dana 
44 axles, a full-time two-
speed transfer case, electric 
front and rear axle lockers, 

BAHRAIN’S 
standardised 
blockchain 

verification technologies 
helped local businesses 
digitise their operations 
much faster than 
neighbours like the UAE 
after the start of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, an 
online discussion panel 
heard recently. 
Bahrain’s 
Information and 
eGovernment 
Authority (IGA) 
and the BENEFIT 
company launched 
the national digital 
identity and the 
electronic Know-
Your-Customer 
(eKYC) platform 
in April last year, while the 
UAE is currently in initial 
stages of standardising its 
national UAE Pass service. 

According to Abdulwahed 
AlJanahi, chief executive of 
BENEFIT, the system was 
a part of the organisation’s 
vision to go cashless, with 
solutions in the pipeline 
when the pandemic began. 
The lockdown served as a 
catalyst, resulting in Fawri 

Bahrain leads the way
By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

FINTECH REPORT

and Fawri+ transactions 
doubling since the start of 
the year.

Built on the blockchain 
system of data verification, 
the eKYC platform brings 
together the national digital 
identity database with a 

number of 
technologies 
to securely 
verify identity 
and share data 
digitally. It is 
the foundation 
of mobile-
app based 
onboarding 
processes 
launched by 

banks like ila Bank as well 
as business verification for 
value-added services like 
Talabat.

According to a January 
2020 report by the Arabian 
Monetary Fund, security 
measures include: 

l Digital authentication 
of customer identity using 
National eKYC, Biometric 
Fingerprint and Facial 
recognition.

l Customer consent to 
retrieve and share KYC data 
and documents.

l Maker checker process 
for customer on-boarding 
which involves at least 
two staff in any financial 
institution to complete 
customer on-boarding.

l Maker checker process 
to create any user on the 
platform.

l Regular audit logs 

shared with the regulator.
l Immutable KYC records 

on the blockchain.
l The platform operator 

has no access to KYC 
records.

While this is centralised 
and nationalised in Bahrain 
with the IGA acting as the 
custodian of the collected 
information, the UAE 
Pass system has yet to be 
universally deployed as a 

viable eKYC solution. Many 
financial institutions have 
their own insulated KYC 
systems, which has inhibited 
third party service providers 
from rolling out their 
services efficiently. 

Tarek Ghobar, co-founder 
of Dubai-based payments 
start-up PointCheckout, 
considers this a bottleneck 
and commented: “We had 
to go vendor to vendor to 

verify and onboard them. 
A centralised eKYC could 
have helped quicken the 
pace of adoption and helped 
more vendors utilise our 
platform faster.”

Meanwhile, merchants 
enrolling in BenefitPay more 
than doubled, jumping from 
386 in Q4 of 2019 to 798 
in the first quarter of 2020, 
bringing the total participating 
stores to over 3,000. 

Abdulwahed

Rugged 
ride

New Jeep Wrangler 
Rubicon 392 Concept

All four Formula 1 races 
in the Americas have 
been cancelled for the 

2020 season, due to travel 
restrictions and the current 
state of the Covid-19 pandemic 
on the continents. 

The four races, in Texas 
(United States), Montreal 
(Canada), Mexico City 
(Mexico) and São Paulo 
(Brazil) have been scrapped 
and three European rounds 
have been added including 

old favourites Imola (Italy), 
Nurburgring (Germany) and 
Algarve (Portugal).

The three new additions to 
the calendar have not hosted 
F1 races in over five years and 
are relatively new to most of 
the drivers, with only Lewis 
Hamilton having driven on 
the Portugal circuit and Kimi 
Raikkonen on the Italian 
circuit. A number of drivers 
have experienced the infamous 
Nurburgring. 

Four races cancelled
37-inch mud-terrain tyres and a Jeep Performance 
Parts 2-inch lift kit from Mopar combined with 
suspension enhancements. The four by four also has 
a more-robust eight-speed transmission to deliver 
the ultimate fun-to-drive vehicle with more off-road 
capability than ever found in a Jeep Wrangler brand.

To accommodate the power, the new Concept 
features upgraded engine mounts and a modified 
frame. Suspension upgrades include new aluminum, 
monotube Fox shocks for improved damping and 
heat dissipation. A two-mode exhaust alters the 
performance sound at the touch of a button. It also 
boasts Rubicon rock rails, steel bumpers with a 

Warn winch and a steel belly pan – all added to help 
navigate the toughest off-road terrains.  

The all-terrain tank looks fierce in granite crystal 
exterior paint and adorning bronze accentuated tow 
hooks, badging, springs, shocks and wheels. It also 
features a heavy-duty raised performance hood with 
an aggressive appearance, custom half doors and 
Wrangler’s Sky One-touch powertop, with removable 
side panels for complete open-air freedom.

As for the interior, there are rich red rock-coloured 
leather bolstered seats with gold stitching, along with 
a performance steering wheel.

For details, visit www.fcagroup.com
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IF the Championship 
playoff final is the 
“richest game in 

football” then perhaps 
those missing out in the 
relegation battle are the 
biggest losers in football 
as far as monetary 
considerations are 
concerned.

The rescheduling of the 
fixture list allows for a 
unique comparison as the 
relegation battle was decided 
on the same weekend that 
clubs took the first steps 
towards the Premier League.

The Championship playoff 
is claimed to be valued 
at approximately £170 
million. Billions of pounds 
of revenues generated from 
lucrative television deals are 
shared amongst participants 
based on a variety of criteria 
although that is the minimum 
that clubs will earn.

For those relegated, there 
are “parachute payments” 
designed to ensure a soft 
landing. This concept was 
first introduced in 2006 
and was given an overhaul 
in 2016. Teams are able to 
benefit for up to three years 
(two if relegated after their 
first season). In the first year 
the payment is equivalent 
to 55 per cent of the basic 
amount (excluding positional 
and other increments) 
that each Premier League 
team receives and reduces 
from there. However, this 
still provides clubs with 
a significant advantage 
over other sides in the 
Championship.

Aston Villa manager, Dean 
Smith, who orchestrated 
survival on the final day 
thanks to their first four-match 
unbeaten spell of the season, 
claimed that remaining in the 
Premier League meant more 
than getting there in the first 
place!

There is good reason for 
this as there are only seven 
teams that have managed to 
maintain their status over the 
last decade.

Nottingham Forest was 
the first team relegated from 

By ABU GEORGE
VOICE OF SPORT

Battle for riches

the Premier League in 1993 
and over the next few years 
became a “yoyo team”, 
bouncing backwards and 
forward between the two 
divisions. They have failed to 
return since 1999.

Derby County has the 
lowest points total in 
Premier League history 
while Swindon Town hold 
the record for the most goals 
conceded with 100 in a single 
campaign.

The Championship and 
even League One is littered 
with clubs that have tasted 
the honey on offer amongst 
the elite yet have been 
sucking on lemons ever 
since.  

As the money on offer has 
increased, it has become 
harder for clubs to make it to 
the promised land – or even 
stay in the Championship.

Sunderland (relegated from 
the Premier League in 2017) 
will be joined in League One 
next season by Hull who was 
relegated with them in 2017. 
Also, there will be Blackpool 
(relegated in 2011) although 
Bolton (2012) drop even 
further. They will be rubbing 
shoulders with the MK 
Dons (formed in 2004) and 
Accrington Stanley.

One of the most spectacular 
relegations on record is 
that of the once-mighty 
Middlesbrough. After 
finishing mid table in 1996, 
manager Bryan Robson 
secured the star signings 
of Ravanelli and Emerson. 

Thanks to 31 goals from 
the Italian known as “the 
White Feather” they reached 
the final of both the FA and 
League Cup although were 
relegated after receiving a 
points deduction for illegally 
postponing a fixture.

Norwich City becomes 
the first team to drop to the 
Championship five times. 
Teemu Pukki scored plenty 
in the early weeks of their 
campaign but the goals dried 
up. He will be a handful in 
the lower division if they can 
retain him.

In a remarkable twist 
of fate, the three teams 
relegated are those that were 
promoted together in 2015.  

While Norwich has 

bounced previously, Watford 
and Bournemouth have been 
ever-present since.

As a whole, Premier 
League clubs spent £1.4bn 
on 99 permanent signings.

Newly-promoted Aston 
Villa had the largest net-
spend of £145m bringing in 
12 of these while the other 
two sides relegated on the 
final day spent less than a 
third of that.  

Heading into the final day, 
three clubs were fighting 
for one place. Bournemouth 
secured the win that they 
needed but there was to be no 
cherry on the cake as Aston 
Villa’s draw at West Ham 
meant they were relegated. 
Having taken the lead 

through Grealish in the 84th 
minute, West Ham equalised 
within two minutes thanks to 
a freakish deflection from a 
shot by Yarmalenko. 

Teams were waiting by the 
side of the pitch for updates 
from other games that 
would determine their fate. 
As results were confirmed 
celebrations commenced or 
commiserations were shared 
on an emotional day.

It will be no surprise that 
VAR got in on the act in 
the first minute, correctly 
awarding Arsenal an early 
penalty who went on to lead 
Watford by three. 

Elton John is the man 
synonymous with Watford 
and you can pick any number 

of the Rocketman’s songs 
to highlight their fall from 
grace. I guess that’s why they 
call it the blues, goodbye 
Premier League (Yellow 
brick road); this train don’t 
stop there anymore…take 
your pick.

Gino Pozzo bought the 
club in 2012 and has sacked 
10 managers in that time. 
Fans are quick to forget 
that he saved the club from 
administration and secured 
promotion, prioritising 
the Hornets ahead of his 
hometown club Udinese (to 
the disgust of their fans).

Troy Deeney refused to 
be drawn on his future with 
the club he has served for 
a decade, highlighting that 
while clubs may be relegated, 
players may still be seen 
in the Premier League next 
season.

Bournemouth is the side 
that I am most disappointed 
to see relegated although they 
have conceded more than 
60 goals every season they 
have spent in the Premier 
League. Apart from a brief 
spell with Burnley nine years 
ago, manager Eddie Howe 
has been with the club since 
they were in the bottom tier 
in 2009 starting on minus 17 
points. He was the inaugural 
winner of the Premier League 
manager’s award in 2015.

It’s fascinating to compare 
the various approaches of 
these relegated teams and try 
to guess which will return 
and when!

Aston Villa Derby County

Norwich City


