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Fight for life
COMMUNITY REPORT

Caren and Rina

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE

F

mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

AMILY, friends
and community
organisations are
rallying together to help
a cancer-stricken mother
who is battling against
the disease.
Rina Obico, a Filipino
expatriate who is suffering
from breast cancer, is fighting
for her life and needs a costly
set of treatments to stand
any chance of survival after
chemotherapy alone provided
only a temporary reprieve.
“I am forever grateful and
appreciative of the kindness
I have received,” said Rina,
51, from Tubli. “I still have
a long way to go though but
I’m determined to battle on.
“Since my diagnosis,
I have witnessed many
miracles through the people
surrounding me. I saw
kindness and pure humanity.
From doctors to strangers that
became my friends to people
I don’t know. They are the
miracles God sent me.”
Rina, a secretary who has
been living in Bahrain for 14
years, has been battling the
disease since January of last
year after her 28-year-old
daughter spotted a lump on

FROM THE HEART
Supporting Lebanon
SEE PAGE 2

Rina and Caren spending some time together in between treatment

her breast and armpit and
urged her to get it checked
out.
After running a series of
tests at Salmaniya Medical
Complex, the diagnosis was

Rina at the hospital

confirmed as stage IV breast
cancer bone metastasis.
She needs to complete eight
cycles of chemotherapy and
Herceptin, costing BD540 a
time.
“I was told by my doctor,
Dr Orhan Sencan of King
Hamad University Hospital,
to never give up fighting for
my life and to not be shy
about asking for help.
“He explained that for my
cancer type, which features
HER2 Receptor Positive
(a protein that promotes
the growth of cancer cells),
the only medicine to stop it
from spreading is Herceptin
combined with chemo.

“However, it is so
expensive and I am doing the
best I can with my daughter
Caren to raise the funds.
“Some amazing people
have already stepped forward
when they found out about
my situation.”
Trastuzumab, sold under
the brand name Herceptin
among
others, is a
monoclonal
antibody
used to treat
breast cancer
and stomach
cancer.
Herceptin
works by
attaching itself
to the HER2
receptors on
the surface of
breast cancer
cells and blocking them from
receiving growth signals.
One individual from @
oneheartbahrain donated
BD100, big-hearted
community group Discover
Islam pledged BD300 and a
collection of friends pulled
together and found an
additional BD111. It’s almost
enough to help cover the first
session.
The Philippines Embassy

in Bahrain and Dr Hussain
Ismaeel from SMC, with
support from the Bahrain
Cancer Society, helped her
during the initial treatment
and, for a short time, it
looked like it might work.
The cancerous mass got
smaller and healed. Dr Raed
Al Marzooq removed it at
Al Kindi
Specialised
Hospital and
her surgery
was completed
and paid
for in July
by Madam
Marwa, a kind
benefactor.
Rina’s
recovery
went well but
in October
the lumps
returned. Caren added: “My
mum is a hopeful person
and that is what makes her
strong. What hurts the most
is that if she loses her battle
to cancer, it’s not because
she didn’t fight, but because
we couldn’t afford the
treatment. I want only the
best for her.”
For more details Rina can
be contacted on 32110574
and Caren on 39120824.

Since my
diagnosis, I have
witnessed many
miracles through
the people
surrounding me.

FILM FESTIVAL
Wunderfilm week
SEE PAGE 3

ARTISTIC TRIBUTE
Royal renditions
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HAMILTON ON A ROLL
Taking the lead
SEE PAGE 7
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Lebanon after
the explosion

Roaming through
the rubble

Filming for funds

A

big-hearted
Bahraini teenager
has been using his
video-producing talents
to raise funds for the
victims of the tragic port
blast in Beirut.
Taqi Yassir Taqi Albaharna
has so far donated more than

COMMUNITY REPORT

By MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com

BD1,000 to the Bahrain Red
Crescent Society (BRCS) to
support those still suffering
after the explosion on August
4 destroyed their homes.
The St Christopher’s School

student was accompanied
by his parents Yassir, who
works in reinsurance, and
Nancy, a regional manager,
to hand over the funds at the
society’s headquarters in the
Diplomatic Area.
“I came up with the
idea after witnessing the

devastating explosion that
wiped out buildings in areas
near the port of Beirut,” said
the 13-year-old from Saar,
who has dreams of becoming
a lawyer. “I felt completely
helpless.
“I wanted to be in Beirut
helping in any way I could
but that was never an option
so the plan to raise money to
send to Lebanon was the next
best thing.
“Witnessing the distress
that the people of Lebanon
were suffering pushed me
on. Lebanon was bleeding
and I had to do something.
Age does not restrict a person
from doing something good
for society.”
The disastrous explosion
had left more than 200
people killed, around 6,500
injured and more than
300,000 people roaming the
streets homeless.
To support the victims, Taqi
set up a social media account
to spread awareness and
encourage family, friends,
classmates and others to back
his initiative.
He said: “I produced
multiple videos, each
showing something related

Taqi at home

to the Beirut’s port explosion
such as the destruction it
had left behind, and a tribute
video towards the victims, to
name but a few.”
He plans to continue
spreading the word in the
weeks and months to come.
Since the devastation
occurred, the BRCS’s total
donations for the Lebanese
Red Cross have reached
$200,000 and the society has

Taqi and his mum Nancy
handing over the donation

also launched the Bahrain
Relief Beirut campaign.
This initiative is dedicated
to collecting donations
aimed at providing as
much medical, health and
psychological support as
possible.
For details, visit www.
rcsbahrain.org or follow
@rcsbahrain on Instagram.
Follow Taqi’s account
@beirut_explosion_fundraiser.
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The cinema
connection
Scan the QR
code to visit the
virtual festival!

A scene
from Veins
of the World

FILM REPORT

By NAMAN ARORA

S

naman@gulfweekly.com

EVEN of the best
contemporary
German films are
due to be screened at the
first-ever Gulf German
Film Festival, starting
tomorrow.
Organised by the German
Embassy in Manama, the
Bahrain Authority for Culture
and Antiquities (Baca) and
the Goethe Insitut in the
Gulf region, the festival is
livestreaming a range of films
from art house to children’s
movies and box office hits.
“Film plays an important
role in communications
between different cultures
and people,” said Baca
director general
of culture and
Kai
arts Shaikha
Hala bint
Mohammed Al
Khalifa.
“The German
film industry
reflects the
nation’s
cultural wealth
and creates
a platform for friendship
and cultural exchange ties
between Germany and other
countries.
“We’re pleased to bring
to our audiences in the
Gulf, the voice of German
cinematographers. Along with
the German Embassy our
mission of enriching the local
cultural movement through
events such as this festival
continues to reflect the
value of culture in creating
hope, particularly during the
exceptional circumstance that
we are going through.”
The festival will run
until Saturday and will be
livestreamed on the German
embassy’s social media

A scene from
System Crasher

channels.
It will kick off tomorrow
with a 6pm screening of
Undine, directed by awardwinning and Oscar-nominated
film-maker Christian Petzold.
The film,
whose title refers
to water nymphs
premiered at the
2020 Berlin Film
Festival, where
actress Paula
Beer won the
Silver Bear for
Best Actress.
It tells the
story of the
eponymous Undine who
works as a historian in
Berlin. When the man she
loves leaves her, the ancient
myth of water nymphs
catches up with her,
pushing her to kill her
former love and return
to the water.
Gundermann,
directed by criticallyacclaimed director
Andreas Dresen, will
be the second film to
be screened tomorrow
at 8.45pm.
The film tells the
complicated life
story of celebrated
East German singersongwriter Gerhard

A shot from
Gundermann

Gunderman, who became an
icon amongst former East
Germans who felt alienated
and marginalised in a
reunified Germany.
The 2018 film was a box
office hit in the country and
picked up six awards at the
Deutscher Filmpreis, the
German equivalent of the
Academy Awards, including
Best Film, Best Leading
Actor, Best Screenplay and
Best Director.
Friday’s programme
kicks-off with a familyfriendly 11am matinee of
Veins of the World, directed
by notable Mongolian film
maker Byambasuren Davaa.
The 96-minute film is a
child’s look at grief and a
The films

commentary on the pressure
Mongolian nomads are seeing
in the face of encroaching
industrialisation.
At 2.30pm, System Crasher,
directed by Nora Fingscheidt
will take the screen, telling
the story of violent nine-yearold Benni, who scares all
around her and struggles to
find a family that accepts her.
The 125-minute movie won
numerous awards, including
Best Film, Best Director, Best
Writing, Best Actor and Best
Actress at the German Film
Awards 2020, and was also
nominated for the European
Film Awards.
Those craving a ‘moving’
movie night can tune in for a
9pm screening of The Mover,

directed by David Nawrath,
which tells the story of
Walter, a 60-year-old removal
man, who forcibly evicts
people, until he is asked to
evict his estranged son, Jan.
Saturday evening’s
entertainment starts at
6pm with Born in Evin,
directed by Maryam
Zaree, who embarks on an
autobiographical adventure
to uncover the circumstances
surrounding her birth inside
one of the most notorious
political prisons in the world.
It won the Best
Documentary prize at the
German Film Awards.
Closing out the festival
is an 8.45pm screening of

Dust, directed by Udita
Bhargava. A joint IndoGerman production, the film
tells the story of a young
German who visits rural
India after the death of
his Indian photojournalist
girlfriend and retraces her
documentation of the Maoist
uprising in Indore.
“Bahrain is a country of
cinema enthusiasts,” German
ambassador to Bahrain Kai
Boeckmann told GulfWeekly.
“It is a great pleasure to
share a selection of the best
new movies in the German
language with our friends in
Bahrain.”
For more details, scan the
QR code.
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Tracing a royal
ART TRIBUTE

By NAMAN ARORA AND MAI AL KHATIB-CAMILLE

A

S an homage to
the late Prime
Minister His
Royal Highness Prince
Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa, Bahraini artists
of all ages from the
kingdom and beyond
have been creating art
pieces in honour of his
legacy.
Some decided to stick to
the traditional pencil and
paper to sketch images
of the late Premier on the
day of his passing, while
others took to the more
contemporary digital
medium.
Ebrahim Al Madani, a
Bahraini artist and HR
consultant currently based
in the UAE, sketched an
image of Prince Khalifa
from memory.
“I found comfort, peace
and stability whenever I
spotted him on TV, which
was a very strange feeling
considering he was a man
that I did not have a direct
relationship with,” the
53-year-old artist explained.
“When I had lost my own
father five years ago, it left
a huge void in my life.
“I was lost trying to find a
way to fill that vacuum and
when I saw the late PM on
TV or in the news, I started
to see him more and more
as a father figure.

“So when I heard of his
passing, it was like losing
my father all over again.
And, when I sat down
in front of the paper, the
pencil just moved from
memory, and in less than
an hour, the piece had all
but drawn itself, taking me
on a dive through Prince
Khalifa’s persona and life.
“Drawing a portrait allows
me to develop a deep
understanding of the person
I am drawing. I start by
sketching the outlines and
I research and read about
the person so I can relate to
every line I sketch.
“Fittingly enough, my
journey in portraits started
with a drawing of my father
– a man who taught me
that the sky was the limit
when we really want to do
something.”
Ebrahim had his first
exhibition 21 years ago,
paying homage to the
heritage of his adopted
home, the UAE and
members of the royal
family of Ajman. After
two decades of a gap, he
only picked up his pencil
again last year, creating an
Instagram account to share
his pieces.
For Bahrain Bayan School
student Maryam Al Qabbas,
the late Premier was a ‘role
model to all the citizens and

An artwork by Turki

people’, and this inspired her
to pick a picture depicting
Prince Khalifa ‘in his glory’.
“Prince Khalifa was an
icon for me and his passing
surprised and saddened me,”
the 16-year old Grade 11
artist added.
“I chose this picture simply
because it showed him at
his best and I liked how
the lights and shades were
reflected on his face.
“When it comes to
sketching, I always love
using the Blackwing pencil

Ebrahim

on Arches hot pressed paper.
This combination gives an
amazing smoothness and
texture to the sketch.

The late Premier by Ebrahim

Turki

Maryam

“I start a portrait usually
from the face, mainly
mapping out the eyes, nose
and mouth, and then move to

Turki’s artwork
The late Amir Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa by Ebrahim

the head, which in this case
is the ghutra. I then move on
to the cloth, and finally, the
shading.

The Crown Prince and Prime Minister by Ebrahim
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A royal tribute by Turki

The late Premier by Maryam

“After completing all that, I unlimited generosity.”
decided to include the Arabic
Mixed media artist Thajba
calligraphy phrase, which
Bahar may have had her
translates to, ‘We belong
pieces featured in exhibitions
to Allah and to Him we
all over the Middle East but
return’.”
few have been as close to her
Artist and cartoonist Turki
heart as her sketch of Prince
Rashid Yaqoob showcased
Khalifa.
his adoration in digital art
“Coming from Muharraq,
form, creating
the loss and
several pieces
love I felt
to reflect Prince
for the late
Khalifa’s
Premier can
impact on
be traced
the image
back to the
and legacy of
days of my
Bahrain.
grandparents,
The 36-yearwho instilled
old from
in us the value
Hamad Town
of loyalty to
said: “What
leadership and
inspired me
government,”
to create these
the 33-yearartworks
old graduate
for the late
of Kuwait’s
The late PM by Thajba
Premier was
Institute of
his wisdom, humility and
Fine Arts explained.
kind treatment of people, in
“For generations to come,
addition to his fear for the
Prince Khalifa will live on
interests of people.
in our hearts and inspired by
“The artworks are currently this legacy, I was moved to
preserved and I have not
put pencil to paper.
printed them yet but they can
“It took me five to six hours
be printed in any size.
to complete this piece, during
“They are an appreciation
which I reflected on how
of his illustrious career and
Prince Khalifa’s legacy has

shaped today’s Bahrain.
“I chose 2B & 4B Staedtler
pencils and an A2 sketch pad

as my medium. I started the
sketch from the head and
face outline, ending with
eyes, nose and mouth, after
which I shaded the piece,
highlighting key details of
his face.

“I’m in the process of
creating a new piece using
nails – a portrait of His
Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, Crown Prince and
Prime Minister.”

To see more of Ebrahim,
Maryam, Turki and
Thajba’s pieces, follow
@e.almadani.art, @
artbymaryam, @2rki_artist
and @utopiaarts on
Instagram.

An example of the nail art with which Thajba plans to depict the Crown Prince
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The top motoring and motorsport news

Unstoppable!
Hamilton blitzes
through the rain

F1 REPORT

By NAMAN ARORA

L

naman@gulfweekly.com

EWIS Hamilton
sealed his seventh
Formula 1 World
Championship with a
win at Sunday’s Turkish
Grand Prix as damp
corners threw a wet
blanket on the best-laid
plans throughout the
rankings.
To cap off a weekend
marked by surprises and
wipeouts, Racing Point’s
Lance Stroll started off from
pole position, lengthening his
lead to over 10 seconds over
teammate Sergio ‘Checo’
Perez, before a third tyre
change in Lap 36 proved too
insurmountable a challenge.
“I don’t know what
happened,” the crestfallen
Canadian said, after finishing
the race in ninth.
“We had so much
graining on the first set of
intermediates that we decided
to pit because we were

Hamilton
celebrating
his win

Hamilton holds off Vettel

just losing seconds a lap. I
just don’t know where that
graining came from, it just
happened instantly.
“We started the race on
full wets, then we put an
inter on and I was quite far
up the road … the second
set of inters were new but
just grained again, massive

graining and no pace, so
we’ll have to look into it. It
was pretty terrible today.”
Astoundingly, Checo
managed to somehow keep
his second set of tyres going
for 48 laps, finishing at P2 –
his first podium this season
and his best result since
2012, when, coincidentally,

Bottas and Ocon spin out while
Stroll and Perez speed away

he came second to Hamilton.
Meanwhile, Mercedes
AMG’s Hamilton started
from sixth and steadily
moved up the ranks, putting
some of the iconic ‘Hamilton
wet’ laps on the board.
Further back the line, team
mate Valterri Bottas who
started at a disappointing ninth
position got into two tangles,
both with Renault’s Esteban
Ocon within the first lap.
“That was a long race, such
a long day,” the 31-yearold Finn said after the race,
barely managing to hold onto
second place in the drivers’
standings despite a point-less
P14 finish in Istanbul.
“Obviously in the first lap,
everything went wrong …
someone in the first corner
was spinning, I was avoiding
and I spun as well.
“I had contact in Turn 9
and the car was not the same
anymore. I struggled to stay
on track – I couldn’t stay

on track!” he added. “The
steering wheel was offset,
there was a piece missing
from the front wing.
“It was a disaster, I tell you.
One of the most difficult
races I’ve done, for sure.”
Sunday also marked the
first race in the season that
Red Bull Racing’s Max
Verstappen did not take
a podium finish, ending
the race just 1.5s ahead of
teammate Alex Albon.
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel,
on the other hand, took his
first top-five finish of the
year, with a cosy third place
finish.
Meanwhile, his teammate
Charles Leclerc floundered in
the final lap despite driving
an impeccable 57 laps. He
was all set for a second place
finish after sneaking by Perez
in the final lap, but he locked
a wheel and lost valuable
acceleration as both Perez
and Vettel snuck by.

The team radio roared
with his frustration as he
crossed the finish line mere
milliseconds behind Vettel,
“I am so sorry to the whole
team, I am stupid.
“Unfortunately in the last
corner, nothing to say, in
the last three corners. In the
end, the end result counts.
I was good for one part of
the race but when it matters
and that’s it. Fourth. I’m so
disappointed.”
All in all, the race led to
seismic shifts down the
ranks, as Racing Point
jumped to third in the
constructors’ standings
leading McLaren by just five
points.
While the top prizes are
all but decided, Bahrain’s
races will prove to be an
interesting playground for
racers further down the
ranks as team bosses look to
make driver changes for next
season.
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Get set for adrenaline rush
T

he eyes of the horse racing
world will be focussed on
Bahrain on Friday as a
world-class field compete in the
second Bahrain International
trophy to be held at the Rashid
Equestrian Horse Racing Club
(REHC), writes Mai Al-KhatibCamille.
The runners have been busy
preparing for the major £500,000
contest.
Shaikh Salman bin Rashid Al
Khaifa, REHC’s executive director,
said: “Last year we reached more
than 60 countries and look forward
to reaching even more enthusiasts
across the globe.
“It’s anyone’s guess who will
come out a winner.”
Last year, John Gosden, a

British racehorse trainer who has
trained more than 3,000 winners
worldwide, saw Turgenev finish
second in the inaugural race. He
now hopes the five-year-old Global
Giant, owned by Shaikh Isa bin
Salman Al Khalifa, vice-chairman
of REHC, will take the top prize,
ridden by Frankie Dettori.
Gosden said: “Global Giant’s
in great form. It’s been the plan
all year to go to the Bahrain
International and we’ve been very
happy with him.”
Other horses aiming to impress
include Japanese mare Deirdre
(Mitsuru Hashida), Aidan
O’Brien’s Sovereign supplemented
by the Coolmore team and Lord
Glitters represents David O’Meara.
Desert Encounter runs for David

Simcock and Saeed bin Suroor
calls on Dream Castle.
Andrew Balding and King Power
Racing are back with Bangkok.
Completing the European
challenge are Lady Wannabe
(Fozzy Stack) and Certain Lad
(Mick Channon).
Another contender is dual group
2 Dual scorer Loxley (Charlie
Appleby/William Buick).
The Bahraini-based contenders
include Port Lions, Simsir (Fawzi
Naas), What A Welcome (Hesham
Al Haddad) and Coolagh Forest
(Haider Ebrahim).
The trophy event is open to a
maximum of 14 runners, racing
2,000 metres (10 furlongs) on the
turf with horses rated 95 or over by
their domestic authority.

n Global Giant owned by Shaikh Isa

End of an era
VOICE OF SPORT

By NAMAN ARORA

S

naman@gulfweekly.com

AKHIR on
Saturday may
have heard
the last roars of the
World Endurance
Championship’s (WEC)
Le Mans Prototype 1
(LMP1) cars as they are
due to be replaced by
Hyper Cars next year.
Toyota Gazoo Racing
(TGR) became the last
champion of the category
with Kamul Kobayashi, Mike
Conway and Jose Maria
Lopez winning their first and
last LMP1 drivers’ titles – five
points ahead of their sister car.
“It’s the end of an era,” ace
racer, past WEC champion
and motorsport pundit Alan
McNish told GulfWeekly.
“The LMP1 was a huge
part of my career and has
led to some of the finest
engineering excellence we
see in many road cars today.”
Started in 1994, the LMP1
category has been coming to
its inevitable end for a few
years now. Fewer and fewer
manufacturers have been
competing in the category,
with only three teams taking
part this year, of which just
one decided to participate in
the 8 Hours of Bahrain.
Many of the teams decided

n TGR’s final roars at the 8
Hours of Bahrain
n The ByKolles PMC
Project LMH

to migrate to Formula E,
while others have cited the
prohibitive cost of developing
a prototype car that doesn’t
end up in production as their
reason for departure.
The biggest reason for
departure of the two main
teams – Audi and Porsche
n The TGR winning team

– was the fallout from the
Volkswagen emissions
scandal, which led to massive
class action lawsuits against
a parent company accused
of manipulating computer
systems to show lower
emissions.
Many of the LMP1 cars

may yet have a final roar due
to the grandfather clause that
permits this year’s cars to
be used for one season of Le
Mans Hypercars (LMH).
Manufacturers in the
LMH category will have
more freedom in terms of
car design, performance
and overall approach. They
can design pure prototype

machinery or adapt road
models for competition.
Hybrid drivetrains are
no longer a requirement,
as they were for LMP1
manufacturers. Competitors
can choose between pure
internal combustion engines
or systems involving hybrid
systems. Power is restricted
to 750 horsepower (HP) and

hybrid power of 270HP.
Hydrogen engines or
hydrogen-based hybrid
systems will be permitted
from 2024.
As a result of rules
announced this year, Aston
Martin has put its plans to
enter the category on hold,
since they are also planning
to enter Formula 1 next year.
Thus far, only Scuderia
Cameron Glickenhaus
(SCG), TGR, ByKolles and
Peugeot have been confirmed
entrants. The LMH category
will start off with a handful
of competitors but the hope is
that more private competitors
can enter the race.
In fact, if you have $6
million (BD2.26m) lying
around, SCG will sell you
one of its 007 race cars,
along with spares and race
support for the Sebring, Spa
and Le Mans races.
What a time to race!
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