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O
N Sunday night, 

while the world’s 

eyes were 

glued on the inferno 

at the Formula One 

Gulf Air Bahrain Grand 

Prix as driver Romain 

Grosjean was helped 

from the wreckage of 

his car, chief scrutineer 

Abdulrahman Ghuloom 

and his 32-member team 

were busy ensuring 

that the other F1 cars 

followed the strict rules 

WKDW�D�UHG�ÀDJ�HQWDLOV��
Abdulrahman, who 

was crowned the 

‘Best Scrutineer in 

the World’ in 2019 

by the FIA, has been 

the chief scrutineer 

at the Bahrain 

International Circuit 

(BIC) since it 

opened in 2004. 

For him, Sunday 

night was the 

crescendo of a 

lifetime of technical 

scrutineering, borne 

out of a deep love 

for cars that started 

when he was just 14 

years old. 

“We always go 

WKURXJK�WKH�UHG�ÀDJ�VFHQDULR�
during our Saturday meeting 

EXW�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�
in BIC’s history that we 

actually had to implement 

that protocol,” the 73-year-

old former race driver told 

GulfWeekly. 
“We worked like a well-

oiled machine, as each of 

us took our place beside 

our designated car to make 

sure all of FIA’s rules and 

regulations were followed.

“There are certain things 

that teams are allowed to 
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Abdulrahman with 

his FIA trophy

change during this time 

and many that they are not 

allowed to adjust. We had to 

detail exactly what was done 

and by which team during 

WKH����PLQXWH�ORQJ�UHG�ÀDJ�
period.”

It is this attention to 

detail, quick response and 

willingness to serve for 

which Abdulrahman was 

recognised on a global stage 

in May.

Every year, each F1 host 

country nominates their best 

RI¿FLDOV�DQG�),$�SLFNV�WKH�
best scrutineer, marshal, 

secretary, timekeeper and 

steward, and recognises the 

efforts of every volunteer 

during the FIA Volunteers 

Weekend at the end of 

November.

Serendipitously, for the 

¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�)��KLVWRU\��WKH�
FIA Volunteers Weekend 

was celebrated in Bahrain, 

just before the volunteers 

earned their laurels during 

an incident-packed race 

about which the world is still 

talking. 

“Receiving this global 

recognition means the world 

to me,” Abdulrahman said. 

“I’m incredibly proud of 

the achievement as well as 

the opportunity to show the 

world how much hard work 

Bahrain’s volunteers and 

scrutineers put in, to make 

the race weekend happen.

“I would like to thank the 

Bahrain Motor Federation 

and its president Shaikh 

Abdulla bin Isa Al Khalifa 

for their constant support.”

The overture of 

Abdulrahman’s love affair 

with motorsports started 

from behind the window 

of his school in Salmaniya, 

from where he would eye the 

garages across the road with 

great interest. 

Soon, he started 

volunteering there to learn 

as much as he could about 

cars and before long, he was 

repairing them for friends 

and family. He was just 16 at 

the time. 

When he went to the UK 

for his higher studies, he 

ERXJKW�KLV�¿UVW�FDU��D�0LQL�
Cooper, from a scrap yard for 

£45 (BD22.64) and before 

long, he was ‘bashing cars 

with friends, as one did, back 

in the day’.

When he returned to 

Bahrain during the 1980s, 

he started competing in rally 

races and went on to drive 

in Saudi Arabia, Jordan, the 

UK and the UAE, amongst 

others. 

“I love 4x4 cars and 

whenever I travel, I try to 

¿QG�D�UDFH�WR�FRPSHWH�LQ�´�
the motorsport devotee, 

who regularly manages 

scrutineering teams of up to 

65, added.

“I even got my wife, Esther 

and daughter, Carina, into 

racing, and they were co-

drivers during a number of 

races.”

In fact, Carina, whom he 

lovingly calls Coco, was the 

inspiration for his auto shop, 

Coco’s Car Care.

Abdulrahman’s experience 

and technical knowledge was 

the reason he was picked as 

the Chief Scrutineer when 

the BIC opened in 2004, 

and since then, he has been 

inspiring and educating 

RWKHUV�LQ�WKH�¿QH�DUW�DQG�
science of scrutineering. 

“Motorsport volunteers 

DQG�RI¿FLDOV�DUH�DPRQJ�WKH�
biggest contributors to motor 

racing events around the 

world,” BIC chief executive 

Shaikh Salman bin Isa Al 

Khalifa commented.

“This is especially true here 

in Bahrain, and we could not 

be more grateful for such a 

capable and dedicated team 

that we have here.”

Last Sunday the marshals 

and scrutineers really showed 

their mettle ... and they’re up 

to the challenge again this 

weekend.

To learn more about the 
volunteers driving the BIC, 
see Page 7

Volunteers being recognised, with Jean Todt, president of FIA
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Service with 
a smileA caring couple have spent 

the past four years bringing 
smiles to the faces of 

children across India with the aim 
of helping them to build a better 
tomorrow by supporting their 
education.

Food blogger Sukanya 

Saha aka @entreetodessert.

bh and her husband Satyajit 

Mishra started their own, 

personal initiative called 

Spreading Smiles in 2016 

to support NGOs in India 

with whatever they needed.

By MAI AL KHATIB!CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com
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“Spreading Smiles started 

by raising funds through 

crowd-funding to arrange gift 

EDJV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�VWDWLRQHU\��
snacks, juices and toys for 

underprivileged children,” 

said Sukanya, 26, a senior 

consultant in transactions and 

strategy, who lives in Juffair. 

“As we gained knowledge 

and expertise from our 

respective careers and 

professions, we wanted to 

do more.”

The dynamic duo decided 

to offer their consulting 

services for free to help 

support children being cared 

for by different NGOs. 

“We believe that education 

must be an equal opportunity 

for all and education is the 

best way out of poverty,” 

explained Satyajit, 27, a 

research manager. 

“We started working with 

different NGOs in India 

that focus on education of 

underprivileged children. 

“They have an incredible 

vision and mission but often 

fall short of the expertise 

and necessary skills to run 

day-to-day operations and 

achieve scalability. 

“Our aim is to help these 

NGOs reach their full 

potential by providing them 

with our consulting services, 

pro-bono.”

The help they extend 

includes mentorship, 

assisting in fundraising, 

developing awareness 

campaigns and creating long-

term strategic plans for their 

sustainability.

They are currently working 

with Fulora Foundation, 

which is one of Mumbai’s 

largest private relief and 

development organisations, 

founded in 1984 and 

registered as a Public 

Charitable Trust in 1996.  

It was established by Arun 

Sabnis, the chairman and 

managing director of an 

advertising agency, along 

with eminent educationist 

and former vice-chancellor of 

Mumbai University, the late 

professor Ram Joshi. 

The foundation has become 

a leader in sustainable 

development and emergency 

aid, reaching tens of millions 

of people each year in 

more than 60 places in 

Maharashtra. For more 

than seven years now, it has 

been a vehicle of Mumbai’s 

generosity towards society.

“We support them because 

we are incredibly proud of 

the work that they do and 

the efforts that they put in,” 

added Sukanya. 

“Fulora Foundation 

educates 5,000 homeless 

children in Mumbai across 

����WUDI¿F�MXQFWLRQV��7KH�
NGO has vehicles equipped 

with computers. They stop 

DW�HDFK�WUDI¿F�VLJQDO�DQG�
around 30 to 35 children 

gather around the vehicle to 

learn English, mathematics 

and computer skills. 

“In addition to this, they 

hold arts and crafts as well 

as musical activities for the 

children to be engaged in. 

“We are working with 

them on a long-term basis 

to help develop their 

awareness campaigns, 

a fundraising strategy 

and develop sustainable 

education programmes 

to educate the homeless 

children.”

The pair also hope that 

others in Bahrain will be 

encouraged to follow in the 

footsteps. “The Covid-19 

pandemic has affected NGOs 

globally,” said Satyajit. 

“Many are not receiving the 

same amount of corporate 

and individual donations as 

they used to before. 

“If you know any NGO in 

Bahrain or elsewhere that 

needs support, we request 

you to support them in 

whatever way that you can. 

A lot of times we think that 

our donation is ‘too little’ to 

donate, but honestly, every 

small contribution goes a 

very long way for those in 

need.

“Also, we want Spreading 

Smiles to evolve with 

more volunteers extending 

support to our cause. 

“We also want to extend 

our reach from India to 

Bahrain. If there is any 

NGO in Bahrain who would 

like to get in touch with us 

for our help or to be added 

to our mailing list, please 

feel free to email us. 

“We circulate different 

NGO fundraiser details 

where you can directly 

contribute to the NGO. 

Please note, we do not 

collect any money on behalf 

of any NGO.”

To be added to 
the mailing list or 
request support, email 
spreadingsmilestrust@
gmail.com.

Some children 
being supported 
by the foundation

Sukanya with children 
from the Sevadaan Special 
School in Mumbai that 
helps autistic children

Sukanya and Satyajit 
with some kids in India
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T
HE Philippines 

recently suffered 

a series of 

devastating typhoons 

with many people losing 

everything they own... 

such as Jhean Antonia 

Faura and Daylin Baja 

and their families.

Moved by the tragedy, 

Afkarech Female Network 

& Think Tank launched 

a fundraising initiative to 

support the two women and 

their loved ones in their time 

of need. 

“When the vice president 

of Afkarech, Lovy Joseph, 

the committee members and 

I heard of the typhoons that 

had hit the Philippines and 

the massive destruction left 

in their wake, we knew we 

had to help,” said Mariam 

Alammadi, a licensed 

psychologist and founder of 

Afkarech, a female network 

for professionals living in 

Bahrain. 

“We wanted to 

help two families 

in particular, 

with the goal of 

helping others 

if more money 

was raised. We 

came to know 

these women 

from within the 

Afkarech Female 

Network and both 

are caregivers to our members 

families. 

³7KHVH�ODGLHV�KDYH�VHOÀHVVO\�
helped us in our gatherings 

and have promoted the idea 

of female empowerment 

alongside Afkarech members. 

Now, we feel it is our duty 

to help them in their hour of 

need. 

“When we saw the 

photographs of their homes 

submerged in water and 

attempted to console them – 

we felt truly distraught. 

“These are two women 

who already struggle to make 

incomes for their families 

and are now facing a huge 

¿QDQFLDO�EXUGHQ�WR�WU\�DQG�
rebuild what they have lost. 

“Your home is regarded as 

your safe haven. Watching 

it being taken away from 

you without being able 

to do anything is truly 

heartbreaking.

“They have lost not only 

their homes but every single 

possession they had in the 

world and as we all know 

things with sentimental 

value are more than 

mere possessions and are 

irreplaceable. 

“Financially it had taken 

many years of saving and 

We’re there for you!

Jhean and Mariam
Homes submerged

By MAI AL KHATIB!CAMILLE
mai.alkhatib@gulfweekly.com
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VDFUL¿FH�QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�ORDQV�
to help pay for their houses 

only to see them washed 

away in such a devastating 

manner.”

In the past month alone, 

¿YH�VWRUPV�KDYH�KDPPHUHG�
the Philippines 

from Typhoon 

Molave (locally 

named Quinta) 

on October 

25 to Vamco 

(Ulysses) at 

the beginning 

of November, 

which came 

less than a 

fortnight after 

the season’s strongest storm, 

Typhoon Goni (Rolly).

Typhoon Vamco has 

affected more than three 

million people in 5,594 

barangays (villages/wards). 

It was recorded that more 

than 70 people have died; 

283,656 people are in 2,205 

evacuation centres; and 50 

villages remain completely 

isolated. 

In areas affected by 

Typhoon Goni, at least 25 

people died, more than 390 

were injured and nearly 

83,000 remain displaced. 

Agriculture damage from 

recent typhoons exceeds $250 

million and infrastructure 

damage stands at $165 

million. 

Power supply is disrupted 

in more than 250 cities; 

water supply is affected 

in 50 municipalities and 

communications networks are 

down in 51 cities. 

Many health facilities 

have been damaged and 

Covid-19 patients have had 

WR�EH�WUDQVIHUUHG�RXW�RI�¿YH�
quarantine facilities.

Jhean, a single mother 

living in Saar, is thankful her 

children are safe but doesn’t 

know how she will cope. She 

Daylin

said: “I am devastated that 

my house and everything I 

own in the world is gone. 

“I thank God that my two 

children are safe and that is 

the one true blessing from 

this. 

“I saved for many years 

for this home and took a 

loan for the remainder. As a 

single mother I cannot put 

into words what I am feeling 

today and cannot begin to 

describe the feeling of loss. 

Both of my sisters have also 

suffered a similar fate”.

Meanwhile, Daylin, from 

Budaiya, said: “I remember 

the phone call I received that 

night. My sister was howling 

and weeping saying we had 

ORVW�HYHU\WKLQJ��7KH�ÀRRGV�
had taken it all away. All was 

gone! 

“The line was not very clear 

and went dead immediately 

after. I tried for many hours to 

reach her but I was unable to. 

“My family are safe and 

I thank God for his eternal 

mercy but the devastation left 

behind by the typhoon created 

PDVVLYH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�IRU�WKHP�
and our neighbourhood. 

“People were climbing 

on roof tops with their 

children, huddling up for 

safety. Nobody had water or 

provisions for more than 24 

hours until help arrived.”

Afkarech is asking for 

donations of BD5 and BD10, 

or any amount, to help pay to 

rebuild their 

homes. 

“This is a very generous 

act of kindness provided by 

Afkarech,” added Daylin. 

“It shows us there is still 

love and humanity left in 

the world and we are very 

thankful for all the help and 

donations. 

³7KLV�PRQH\�ZLOO�GH¿QLWHO\�
be able to help my family 

buy the essential items for 

their survival and, hopefully, 

play a part in rebuilding our 

lives again.” 

In the meantime, their 

children are currently being 

housed with extended family. 

Afkarech hopes the 

donations will help towards 

the cost of rebuilding their 

KRPHV��HDVLQJ�WKHLU�¿QDQFLDO�
burdens and showing them 

that people really do care and 

understand hardship. 

“Be the rainbow after their 

clouds,” said Mariam from 

Saar. 

“Afkarech has undertaken 

many charitable initiatives 

and we have always been 

astounded by the kindness 

of people in Bahrain. 

We truly feel showing 

kindness to others is just as 

rewarding as receiving it 

from someone else.”

Donations can 

be made to IBAN 

BH48BBKU00100000386530 

RU�E\�%HQH¿W3D\��)RU�GHWDLOV��
HPDLO�LQIR#DINDUHFK�FRP�

When we saw the 
photographs of their 
homes submerged in 
water and attempted to 
console them – we felt 
truly distraught.

Mariam

Families being rescued

Devastation

Scan the QR code 

with the BenefitPay 

app to donate
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T
HE pandemic 

had created a 

craft revolution 

around the world with 

more people picking up 

knitting, painting and 

other art forms to keep 

themselves sane and 

entertained.

One hobby that has 
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A pretty 

wall 

hanging

Beauty 
in the air

Khawla

Planters
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Ladies happy about 

their designs

Chair 

decor

T
HERE are few 

cuisines in 

the world that 

can evoke the same 

warmth and feeling of 

home and happiness 

as Italian fare.
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DV�ZHOO�DV�HOHPHQWV�IURP�WKH�
UHJXODU�PHQX��
$V�ZH�ZDLWHG�IRU�RXU�IRRG�

WR�DUULYH��P\�FROOHDJXH�ZDV�
WUHDWHG�WR�D�ODYHQGHU�LQIXVHG�
FLWUXV\�PRFN�WDLO�ZLWK�KLQWV�
RI�SLQHDSSOH��ZKLFK�VDWLDWHG�
KLV�WKLUVW��ZKLOH�DOVR�VHWWLQJ�
KLV�SDODWH�XS�IRU�WKH�GLVKHV�WR�
FRPH��

)LUVW�XS�ZDV�
D�VSUHDG�RI�
DQWLSDVWL��7KH�
&DUSDFFLR�'L�
0DQ]R��ZLWK�
LWV�WKLQO\�VOLFHG�
OLJKWO\�VHDUHG�
$QJXV�EHHI�
WHQGHUORLQ�
VHUYHG�ZLWK�
GUHVVHG�DUXJXOD�
	�FKHUU\�
WRPDWRHV�
WRSSHG�ZLWK�

EpDUQDLVH�VDXFH�DQG�D�
SDUPHVDQ�WK\PH�LQIXVHG�
EDOVDPLF�GUHVVLQJ��LQVWDQWO\�
WRRN�XV�IRU�D�GLS�LQ�,WDOLD��
HQMR\LQJ�HYHU\�MXLF\�ELWH�
ZKLOH�PHGLWDWLQJ�RQ�WUXO\�
LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJV�LQ�OLIH��OLNH�
KRZ�WR�PDNH�WKH�SHUIHFW�
PR]]DUHOOD��
$QG��DOPRVW�LQ�DQVZHU�WR�

RXU�XQVSRNHQ�TXHU\��WKH�
3L]]D�DL�)XQJKL�WRRN�XV�
GHHSHU�LQWR�WKH�ODQG�WKDW�
SHUIHFWHG�WKH�WRPDWR��FKHHVH�
DQG�GRXJK�FRPELQDWLRQ��
:LWK�LWV�IUHVK�WRPDWRHV��
VDXWpHG�PXVKURRPV��EXIIDOR�
PR]]DUHOOD�DQG�UXFROD��P\�
H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�FRPLQJ�WR�DQ�
,WDOLDQ�GLQQHU�ZHUH�PHW�DQG�
HDVLO\�VXUSDVVHG��
:KLOH�ZH�QLEEOHG�RQ�VRPH�

)ULWWR�GL�&DODPDUL�H�*DPEHUL�
��6LFLOLDQ�VW\OH�IULHG�SUDZQV�

Chef Enrico 

Tortina di Ricotta, 

Timo e Arancia 
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Oliveto Restaurant and Lounge, Adliya
EATING OUT

Italian indulgence

Tortelli all’Anatra

Paccheri All’Arrabbiata
Pizza ai FunghiA beautiful poolside 

ambiance

and calamari served with 

a homemade lemon-tartar 

sauce – Valerio gave me 

a crash course on Italian 

cuisine around the world as 

we bonded over our shared 

love of the perfect pizza, 

even if our visions vastly 

differed. 

Just when I thought we 

were ready for the next 

course, we noticed the 

Tortino di Parmigiana, which 

had been waiting patiently at 

the side for its turn to please 

our palates. 

The Molten eggplant 

parmigiana, stuffed with 

parmesan cheese fondue and 

served on tomato ragù, was 

truly mind-blowing. It was 

rich yet light with velvety 

soft texture about which one 

could wax poetic. 

It was a short wait before 

the Tortelli all’Anatra and 

Paccheri All’Arrabbiata 

appeared. 

Dear readers, while an 

Italian meal necessitates at 

least three courses, if you 

absolutely have room for 

only one dish, let it be the 

Tortelli all’Anatra.

Each bite of the braised 

duck stuffed ravioli, tossed 

in butter-sage and topped 

with parmesan cream duck 

JOD]H�DQG�WUXIÀH�URDVWHG�SLQH�
nuts, was nothing short of a 

revelation. 

Of course, the Paccheri 

All’Arrabbiata is nothing 

to be scoffed at either! The 

Paccheri pasta in a fresh 

tomato sauce with cured 

Italian black olives, garlic 

& fresh chili, drizzled with 

parmesan sauce, gave us the 

right amount of kick to send 

us wafting through a cloud of 

serendipitous satisfaction.

As we waited for the main 

course, Valerio educated me 

a bit about the intricacies of 

his cuisine and the etiquette 

at an Italian table. 

“When you are served 

pasta, it is polite to only use 

your fork when eating it. 

This means that it is perfectly 

el dente,” Valerio explained.

“If a knife is necessary, it 

means that the pasta is not 

perfect. 

“Much of Italian cuisine 

and the etiquette we follow 

at the table can trace itself 

back to Science in the 

Kitchen and the Art of 

Eating Well written in 1891 

by Pellegrino Artusi.”

I was just adding the 

book to my long list of 

books I have yet to explore, 

when the Steak Tagliata 

announced its arrival. 

Armed with a fork and a 

steak knife, we dove into the 

ÀDVK�JULOOHG�WKLQO\�VOLFHG�
ribeye topped with Sicilian 

red onions and freshly-

ground mustard dressing 

served on a bed of fresh 

arugula.

The cut was tender and 

perfectly cooked, with 

the arugula providing a 

balancing herbal respite. 

And this would have sent 

us into the much-desired 

state of food coma I was 

secretly craving, not having 

been able to indulge in any 

Eating Out reviews over 

the past eight months. But 

Rossella and Valerio had a 

¿QDO�FDUG�XS�WKHLU�VOHHYH�WR�
close out the night’s magic. 

The Tortina di Ricotta, Timo 

e Arancia was their piece de 

resistance. And the ricotta 

cheesecake with orange zest 

and thyme served with berry 

compote was exactly what 

one would expect when 

thinking of a European dessert 

– smooth, velvety-texture 

combined with a sweet but 

VXEWOH�ÀDYRXU��
It was just perfect to entice 

me into an expertly-crafted 

espresso, which brought me 

back from the lands of food 

coma. And, I was surprised 

at how quickly the place had 

¿OOHG�XS��

While respecting social 

distancing, of course, tables 

KDG�¿OOHG�XS�ZLWK�EHDXWLIXO�
folk from across the island, 

some there to reconnect with 

friends they hadn’t seen for 

months while others were 

there for a special night out 

with their special someone. 

As Rossella moved 

amongst them, catching up 

with the regulars, I realised 

WKDW�2OLYHWR¶V�XQLTXH�ÀDYRXU�
goes beyond its exquisitely 

prepared meals – this is a 

sanctuary that adds a homely 

touch to a fancy night out.

Cheese, olives and bread to keep diners company between courses

Carpaccio Di Manzo

Steak Tagliata 
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crust & crema
cerebrally

TimeOut
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MotoringWeekly
The top motoring and motorsport news

THE contribution of 
motorsport’s all-
action volunteers 

came under the global 
VSRWOLJKW�LQ�D�FUDVK�¿OOHG�
Formula One thriller in 
Bahrain and preparations 
are already underway 
for race number two this 
weekend.

In timely fashion, the 

Bahrain International Circuit’s 

(BIC) became the destination 

By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

F1 REPORT

Unsung heroes
A scrutineer looks 
on at the FIA WEC

F
ans are mourning the 

loss of Argentinian 

footballing legend 

Diego Armando Maradona 

and recalling his visits to 

the kingdom, writes Mai Al-

Khatib-Camille.

The Argentinian star, who 

died from a heart attack 

last Wednesday, touched 

down in Bahrain in 2017. 

At the time he was head 

FRDFK�RI�8$(�RXW¿W�$O�
Fujairah. 

Maradona, alongside 

retired Brazil ace 

Ronaldinho and American 

women’s national team star 

Carli Lloyd, greeted fans in 

the West Wing of Seef Mall.

In the crowd was Bahrain 

QDWLRQDO�WHDP�PLG¿HOGHU�
and Tekkers Academy 

director, Deena Rahman. 

“I’ve always idolised 

skilful, technical and 

exciting players to watch 

and he simply was one 

of the best,” she said. “I 

was playing in a Futsal 

tournament with the 

national team and we went 

to meet Maradona in Seef 

Mall. 

Inspiring memories of a legend

Rahman and 
Maradona

“He signed a football and 

kicked it into the crowd 

and I caught it. It now has 

pride of place in my home. 

It was a huge shock to hear 

he had passed away but 

unfortunately I feel his 

lifestyle in the last few years 

caught up with him. It’s a 

huge shame.”

Maradona also participated 

LQ�D�IHZ�IULHQGO\�¿[WXUHV�DW�
the National Stadium in Riffa 

behind closed doors, held on 

the sidelines of the 67th FIFA 

Congress. 

GDN reporter Reem Al 

Daaysi, a former Bahrain 

Women’s National Football 

Team defender, saw him in 

action. 

“It was surreal to see 

him walk in front of me 

after spending most of my 

childhood watching ‘the hand 

of God’ on TV creating magic 

RQ�WKH�¿HOG�´�VKH�VDLG�
‘The hand of God’ was a 

phrase used by the footballer 

to describe a controversial 

goal that he scored during 

the Argentina vs England 

TXDUWHU�¿QDO�PDWFK�RI�WKH�
1986 FIFA World Cup. 

“To watch him handle a 

ball in real life just a feet 

away from me felt like the 

greatest moment of 2017 for 

me as I got to see a master, 

a magician, a legend and an 

artist all moulded into one 

person,” Al Daaysi added. 

“His passing came as a 

shock and he has left behind 

a void in the hearts of 

football lovers all around the 

world after giving so much to 

the game.”

This was not the World Cup 

VWDU¶V�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�%DKUDLQ��
He also visited the kingdom 

in April 2012 to lead UAE’s 

Al Wasl FC in the GCC 

Clubs Championship League 

Group D tie against Riffa at 

Khalifa Sports City. 

The legend was given a 

warm welcome by senior club 

RI¿FLDOV��KHDGHG�E\�VRFFHU�
team manager Shaikh Khalid 

bin Ali Al Khalifa, his deputy 

Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali Al 

Khalifa, club vice-president 

Shaikh Ziyad bin Faisal Al 

Khalifa and other board 

members. 

+H�DOVR�UHFHLYHG�D�FHUWL¿FDWH�
of honorary membership 

from the Bahrain club’s 

representatives.

Maradona in Bahrain 
with Ronaldinho and 
Carli Lloyd

IRU�WKH�RI¿FLDO�),$�9ROXQWHHUV�
:HHNHQG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�)��
history. 

%DKUDLQ¶V�WHDP�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�������
marshals and volunteers are the 

µKRXVH�HOYHV¶�WKDW�EULQJ�WKH�)��PDJLF�
to life, as stewards, scrutineers and 

UDFH�RI¿FLDOV��
³9ROXQWHHUV�DUH�WKH�XQVXQJ�KHURHV�

of motor sport. Without them, quite 

simply, we would not be able to go 

UDFLQJ�´�VDLG�),$�3UHVLGHQW��-HDQ�
Todt. 

³,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WKH�),$�WR�
recognise their vital contribution, 

DQG�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�RI�WKH�9ROXQWHHUV�
Weekend shine the spotlight on 

their hard work and dedication to 

ensuring the safety and success of 

events the world over.

“This is also an opportunity 

WR�SURPRWH�WKH�SRVLWLYH�EHQH¿WV�
that volunteers gain from their 

involvement, and help attract new 

people to motor sport.”

)RU�PRVW�RI�WKHP��LW¶V�DERXW�PRUH�
WKDQ�MXVW�)��±�LW¶V�DERXW�QXUWXULQJ�D�
passion for motorsport. 

2VDPD�$OEXÀDVD��IRU�H[DPSOH��KDV�
EHHQ�YROXQWHHULQJ�IRU����\HDUV�DQG�
has a deep love for anything with an 

engine. 

³,W�ZDV�ORYH�DW�¿UVW�VSHHG�IRU�PH��
HYHU�VLQFH�,�JRW�LQWR�P\�¿UVW�FDU�LQ�
Moscow, where I tried karting for 

WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�´�WKH����\HDU�ROG�WROG�
GulfWeekly.

“When I came back to Bahrain, 

I got involved with racing and 

volunteering on the island, and that’s 

ZKHQ�,�PHW�$EGXOUDKPDQ�*KXORRP��
who has become a godfather for all 

of us. 

“Not only did he help me as a 

racer, he also encouraged me to 

YROXQWHHU��$V�D�UDFHU��YROXQWHHULQJ�

has helped me gain a unique 

understanding and perspective on 

rules and regulations, and why they 

are necessary. 

“Motorsports can get very 

dangerous and understanding the 

technical aspects keeps everyone on 

the track safe.”

)RU�PDQ\��YROXQWHHULQJ�KDV�WDNHQ�
them around the world. Teams of 

BIC volunteers have been sent to 

$]HUEDLMDQ��,QGLD�DQG�$EX�'KDEL�WR�
help in training the local population 

of enthusiasts. 

)RU�+DVKHP�$OPDU]RRTL�ZKR�
volunteers as a risk control chief 

communicator, assisting at numerous 

motorsport events in Bahrain and the 

*XOI�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU��EHOLHYHV�LW�
is a patriotic endeavour. 

“Our main purpose, in my opinion, 

is to serve our country and help put 

Bahrain’s best foot forward when it 

FRPHV�WR�PRWRUVSRUWV�´�WKH����\HDU�
ROG�UDFHU�H[SODLQHG�

“When we participate in national 

or international events, we also get 

PXFK�PRUH�H[SRVXUH�WR�WKH�LQGXVWU\�
and meet people from around the 

world. They who have helped me 

grow.”

Not everyone who volunteers 

comes from a racing background. 

+DQDQ�0RKDPHG�2PDU��ZKR�KDV�
EHHQ�YROXQWHHULQJ�IRU����\HDUV��
just loves seeing the passion that 

Bahrain’s race fans bring to the sport. 

$QG�WKLV�\HDU��RZLQJ�WR�&RYLG�
����VKH�DQG�RWKHU�YROXQWHHUV�KDYH�
missed seeing their faces at the 

circuit. 

“We were all distraught when 

ZH�¿UVW�KHDUG�LQ�)HEUXDU\�WKDW�WKH�
%DKUDLQ�)��UDFH�PLJKW�EH�VFUDSSHG�´�
she added.

“Every time a race is done, we start 

FRXQWLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�GD\V�WR�WKH�QH[W�
RQH��:H�KDYH�EHFRPH�TXLWH�D�FORVH�
knit community throughout the years 

DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�GXULQJ�&RYLG�����
this is one of the few times we all 

JDWKHU�WRJHWKHU��)RU�PH��WKLV�LV�OLNH�D�
second family.”

$V�%DKUDLQ�JHDUV�XS�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�
OHJ�RI�LWV�¿UVW�HYHU�GRXEOH�KHDGHU��
the volunteers and marshals are also 

revving up to once again showcase 

their professionalism on a global 

stage. 

³$ORQJVLGH�WKH�%0)�DQG�DOO�RXU�
DI¿OLDWHV��ZH�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�IXUWKHU�
developing our already formidable 

partnership with the kingdom’s 

motorsport volunteers as we 

FRQWLQXH�WR�GHOLYHU�WRS�FODVV�HYHQWV�
that showcase everything Bahrain 

has to offer to the world,” said BIC 

&KLHI�([HFXWLYH�6KDLNK�6DOPDQ�ELQ�
,VD�$O�.KDOLID�

Volunteers at the BIC

Al Daaysi 
in action
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7HE ZRUOG¶V�H\HV�
DUH�RQ�%DKUDLQ�
DV�LW�KHDGV�LQWR�

WKH�VHFRQG�)��UDFH�
ZHHNHQG�RI�LWV�¿UVW�HYHU�
GRXEOH�KHDGHU�ZLWK�
VRPH�ZRQGHULQJ�LI�ODVW�
ZHHNHQG¶V�GUDPD�¿OOHG�
UDFH�FDQ�EH�WRSSHG��

At the F1 Rolex Sakhir 

Grand Prix, fans can expect 

to see Red Bull’s Alex Albon 

race for his career as the 

Thai driver’s seat at 

Red Bull has been 

rumoured to be in 

jeopardy due to a 

lacklustre season. 

Last Sunday Albon 

pulled all the stops 

and put up some of 

his best laps at the 

Bahrain International 

Circuit (BIC), 

¿QLVKLQJ�WKLUG�DIWHU�6HUJLR�
3HUH]¶V�5DFLQJ�3RLQW�FDU�
FDXJKW�¿UH��

Coincidentally, if Albon is 

unable to maintain the pace 

LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�WZR�UDFHV��
WKH�¿HU\�3HUH]�LV�UXPRXUHG�
to be his replacement at a 

WHDP�ZKLFK�KDV�VWUXJJOHG�WR�
¿QG�D�ZRUWK\�UDFLQJ�SDUWQHU�
IRU�0D[�9HUVWDSSHQ��ZKR�

Albon ready to charge!
By NAMAN ARORA
naman@gulfweekly.com

F1 REPORT

Friday (December 4)   
Porsche Sprint Challenge ME  First Practice  1.55pm
FIA Formula 2    Practice   3.05pm
Formula 1    First Practice  4.30pm
FIA Formula 2    Qualifying  6.45pm
Formula 1    Second Practice  8.30pm
Porsche Sprint Challenge ME  Second Practice  10.25pm

Saturday (December 5)   
Porsche Sprint Challenge ME   Qualifying  2pm
FIA Formula 2     First Race (48 Laps) 3.10pm
Formula 1    Third Practice  5pm
Porsche Sprint Challenge ME  First Race (17 Laps)  6.30pm
Formula 1    Qualifying Session 8pm
    
Sunday (December 6)
FIA Formula 2    Second Race (34 Laps) 3.20pm
Porsche Sprint Challenge ME  Second Race (17 Laps) 4.30pm
FIA Formula 3    F3 Prize Ceremony 5.45pm
FIA Formula 2    F2 Prize Ceremony 6pm
Formula 1    Drivers’ Presentation 6.20pm
Formula 1    End Racism Recognition 7.53pm
Formula 1    National Anthem  7.54pm
Formula 1    Grand Prix (87 Laps) 8.10pm

This weekend’s schedule

¿QLVKHG�VHFRQG�
last Sunday.

Mercedes’ 

/HZLV�+DPLOWRQ��
ZKR�¿QLVKHG�¿UVW�

RQ�6XQGD\��KDV�ERZHG�RXW�RI�
WKH�FRPLQJ�UDFH�DIWHU�WHVWLQJ�
positive for Covid-19. 

+H�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�ZDLW�WLOO�
March 2021 for another 

VKRW�DW�VWHDOLQJ�6HEDVWLDQ�
Vettel’s record for most 

ZLQV�DW�WKH�%,&��WKH�³KRPH�
of motorsport in the Middle 

East.” 

+H�LV�FXUUHQWO\�WLHG�ZLWK�

Vettel for the record after 

a near-perfect drive last 

6XQGD\��ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�
WKH�¿UVW�WR�UDFH�SDVW�WKH�
FKHTXHUHG�ÀDJ�EHLQJ�ZDYHG�
by National Taskforce for 

&RPEDWWLQJ�WKH�&RURQDYLUXV�
(COVID-19) member and 

%')�+RVSLWDO�LQIHFWLRXV�
disease consultant and 

PLFURELRORJLVW�/W�&RO�'U�
Manaf Al Qahtani.

7KLV�ZLOO�EH�WKH�¿UVW�)��UDFH�
WKDW�+DPLOWRQ�KDV�PLVVHG�
since his F1 debut at the 

�����VHDVRQ�RSHQLQJ�UDFH�LQ�

Australia.

:KLOH�+DPLOWRQ¶V�
replacement is yet to be 

FRQ¿UPHG�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�
SXEOLVKLQJ��UHVHUYH�GULYHU�
Stoffel Vandoorne, due 

to return to Bahrain after 

)RUPXOD�(�WHVWLQJ�LQ�
Valencia, seems to be the 

most likely choice.

+RZHYHU�WKLV�GLGQ¶W�VWRS�
+DDV�UHVHUYH�GULYHU�/RXLV�
'HOpWUD]�IURP�WKURZLQJ�
KLV�KDW�LQWR�WKH�ULQJ�IRU�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��VD\LQJ�RQ�
7ZLWWHU��³+L�0HUFHGHV��,¶P�

in Bahrain, I have my super 

OLFHQVH��+DDV�LV�QRW�XVLQJ�PH��
$OVR�,�ZDV�RQ�WKH�SRGLXP�
RQ�WKDW�H[DFW�VDPH�WUDFN�WZR�
GD\V�DJR��3OHDVH"´

In the extremely unlikely 

event that the F2 driver 

competes for Mercedes, he 

ZLOO�EH�WKH�¿UVW�GULYHU�WR�EH�
DOORZHG�WR�GULYH�LQ�)��DQG�)��
GXULQJ�WKH�VDPH�ZHHNHQG��

After Sunday’s F1 inferno, 

+DDV�FRQ¿UPHG�WKH�QH[W�
day that their reserve 

GULYHU�3LHWUR�)LWWLSDOGL�ZLOO�
take Romain Grosjean’s 

SODFH�GXULQJ�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�
ZHHNHQG�DQG�PDNH�KLV�
Formula One race debut. 

7KHUH�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�SOHQW\�
of action in the Formula 

��VHULHV��ZKLFK�LV�D�IHHGHU�
championship for the F1. 

While Mick Schumacher, 

VRQ�RI�UHQRZQHG�UDFH�
driver Michael Schumacher 

currently leads the 

FKDPSLRQVKLS��KLV�PDUJLQ�
is razor thin and he could 

lose it to Callum Ilot if he 

can’t keep the pace up in this 

ZHHNHQG¶V�VHDVRQ�FORVHU��

*URVMHDQ�ZDONV�
DZD\�IURP�FUDVK

*URVMHDQ�FOLPEV�RXW�RI�WKH�ILUH

$OERQ�RU�DOE�JRQH"

$OERQ�XQGHU�SUHVVXUH

)LWWLSDOGL


